
M A I N  T E X T :

• James 1

I. Introduction: James 1
A. The book of James

1. Written by James the half-brother of Jesus.
2. The family of Jesus was truly a family marked for ministry.

a. Mary was chosen to give birth to Jesus. Her firstborn Son was
God in the flesh. 
b. James became the pastor of the church in Jerusalem.
c. Jesus’s brother Jude wrote the book of Jude.
d. The Gospel of Mark tells us Jesus had additional brothers
and sisters.

3. After the resurrection, one of the first things Jesus did was
appear to James. It was at that moment that James fell to his knees
and realized why his elder Brother was so perfect — that He was
not man, but was in fact God in the flesh.
4. James 1:1 is so very important because it is James’ personal
declaration. It says, “James a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ.” The word “and” is the Greek word kai, which is a word of
clarification that means you could translate it — “James a servant
of God, who is the Lord Jesus Christ.” He is telling us who God is,
saying that Jesus is God, the Lord Jesus Christ.
5. To affirm this even stronger, the word “Lord,” which is the
Greek word Kyriou, is used throughout the Old Testament
Septuagint, where it is always translated as the word Jehovah.
James was declaring that his Brother was Jehovah, God in the flesh.

B. “Writing to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.”
“Scattered abroad” is the Greek word diaspora. In Greek, there were
two words to describe how you could plant seed.

1. The first word would describe the scientific, methodical
planting of one seed after another in a nice neat row. Then you
will begin to sit down — and, finally, you will build a bed on
your faith.
2. The second word is diaspora, which describes the random,
chaotic sowing of seed. It depicts someone grabbing a whole
handful of seed and randomly tossing it across a field.
3. By using this word diaspora, James let his readers know that
a diaspora took place. It was like the Roman government, the
hand of the devil, reached into their homes, took them in his
hands, and began to scatter them all over the Roman Empire.
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Families had been completely disrupted, cast like seed, and scattered randomly and chaotically all over the 
Roman Empire.
4. Many had become slaves; others had been sent to various cities because of their business skills. The 
Roman Empire had come to realize that it could not be successful in business without the participation
of the Jewish community.
5. The devil probably thought that this would be his way to destroy the Early Church — divide and 
conquer. But the enemy didn’t understand that he wasn’t destroying the Church by sowing the seed 
all over the Roman Empire, because everywhere it was scattered, it grew up and gave birth to the 
Kingdom of God.

a. The kingdom of darkness will never put out the light of the Gospel. It simply cannot. 
Darkness does not have the power to extinguish the light of the Gospel.
b. John 1:5 says, “the light shined in darkness,” and the King James translation says, “the darkness 
comprehended it not.” A literal translation could read, “The light shined in darkness, and the darkness 
did not have the power to conquer it, squash it, tackle it, or take it down.” 

6. From all over the Roman Empire, believers started to write to James. They were saying, “James, 
please tell us what has happened. We believed the Good News; yet for the last couple of years, nothing 
but bad news has happened to us. We took a stand in faith and yet we have struggled so much.”

a. These believers had begun to drift backward to Old Testament thinking, which made allowance 
for God being the Source of everything. All good comes from God; all bad comes from God. 
Ultimately everything comes from God.
b. These believers were in a position where their prayers weren’t being quickly answered. They were 
beginning to think, Well, maybe everything we believed is not accurate. Maybe God does allow some bad 
things to happen.      

7. James wrote back. In verse 13, he wrote, “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God.” 

a. That word “tempted” means to devastate, to crush, or to destroy. The fact that James would use this 
word tells us what his readers were experiencing. They felt their lives were being crushed, devastated, 
and destroyed. 
b. James responded to them and wrote, “Listen, let no man say when he’s going through devastating 
circumstances or a crushing ordeal, ‘I am being crushed by God.’”
c. The word by is the Greek word apo. The word apo means to do something from a distance.
d. This tells us what these believers were saying and what they were not saying. They could have used 
the word hupo. That would have meant “God Himself is personally destroying me.” That would be direct 
agency — God did it. “God Himself gave us this sickness. God took away our family. God destroyed 
us; God scattered us.” It would have been a direct accusation toward God.
e. These believers didn’t do that; they used the word apo. The word apo means to do something from a 
distance so that you can’t make a direct connection. However, that person is still responsible, because he 
permitted it; he allowed it. He just didn’t do it directly.

8. James 1:13 says, “let no man say.” The Greek literally means, “I hear what you’re saying, and I want 
you to stop it and stop it now. How dare you say, ‘let no man say’! Don’t say it; don’t think it; don’t tolerate it. 
I want you to stop it and stop it now!

a. Theologically, it doesn’t make sense that God allows bad even from a distance. Jesus died on the 
Cross for us, and it is a total violation of the work of the Cross to believe that. That is why James 
said, “Let no man say.” 

9. The difference between God and the work of the devil didn’t really become clear until Jesus’ 
ministry began. Matthew 4 tells us that as Jesus’ ministry began, a light shined on them which sat in 
darkness. Light began to penetrate, and Jesus began to clarify what God does and what the devil does.

a. Jesus would say, “This person has been bound of Satan for 18 years.” That was revelation to a 
Jewish mind. 
b. Jesus was enlightening the minds of listeners to the fact that God is good and that there is a devil 
that indeed is bad. 

10. James 1:13 says, “Let no man say when he is tempted, for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempts he any man, nor tempts he any man with evil.”

II. “Count it all joy” (James 1:2)



A. In James 1:2 and 3, James said, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations….” It 
doesn’t say, “Enjoy divers temptations.” There’s nothing enjoyable about trouble. It says, “count it all joy.”
B. There’s a difference between enjoying and counting it all joy. 

1. The word “count” is a mathematical term that literally means add it up and see what it equals. 
Mathematically 2 plus 2 equals 4; 4 plus 4 equals 8; 8 plus 8 equals 16.
2. In this case, trouble plus trouble should equal double trouble. However, James says, “Not so, my 
brethren! You can decide what you’re going to get out of this hassle. You can make the choice that it’s not going to 
produce more trouble. This time you’re going to come out on top!” 
3. Count it pure joy — make the determination that this one is not taking you down. The King James 
Version says, “when you fall into divers temptations.” No one falls on purpose.
4. James was speaking as a pastor — trying to equip us, not scare us. He was saying, “Brethren, I’m telling 
you how to handle this. You’ve got to decide before it happens.” He didn’t say, “Count it all joy if you fall into 
temptation.” He said “when.”

a. A when will come at some point in your life. If you haven’t come under attack yet, an attack will 
come.
b. You’ve got to predetermine that when it comes, you’re not going down. Make the decision that 
the trial will produce joy! You’re going to come out on top when something takes you off-guard by 
surprise and you fall.

5. This word “fall” is used to describe life-encompassing problems. We are not talking about minor 
details, but problems that beat you, strip you, and nearly leave you for dead.

a. Often people think, Well, you know, I can count it all joy in minor conflicts and problems. But does 
the Lord really expect me to use my faith and just stay on top whenever I’ve been beaten, stripped, and left 
for dead? 
b. The answer is yes. You will not survive if you don’t make that decision.

C. “Divers temptations”: The word “divers” can be translated multiple. It’s the same word used in the Old 
Testament Septuagint to describe Joseph’s coat of many colors.  

1. Many-colored trials — they show up in all shades and all colors. If they were all one color all the time, 
you could master them. The problem is, they keep reappearing — and even if they tend to be the same 
color the next time they show up, there is a little bit of a twist to it.
2. The same word is used in Hebrews 2:4 to describe divers gifts of the Holy Ghost. There are all kinds of 
manifestations of the Holy Ghost.

D. James 1:3 says, “knowing this.” This is a participle, which means you would translate it: knowing, 
knowing, knowing, knowing, knowing…   

1. In Greek, it has no end. It’s repetitious, driving home the point: “This is something you have to know. 
You’ve got to know, you’ve got to know, you’ve got to know. Never forget it. Get it into your heart; get it into 
your brain. Know it, know it, know it, know it.” 

E. Hebrews 10:32 says, “Call to remembrance the former days in which after you were illuminated you 
endured a great fight of affliction.”  

1. The word “illuminated” is the Greek word for a light, and it’s also where we get the English word for a 
photograph.

a. “Illuminated” — a brilliant flash of light that leaves a definite and lasting impression. 
b. You were illuminated about healing or prosperity. It made a permanent and deep impression in your 
life. 

1) Spiritual Attacks: The writer of Hebrews gave us a clue as to what triggers spiritual attacks. He 
wrote, “…After you were illuminated, you endured a great fight of affliction.” 

a) Satan hates illuminated people, and when someone has become illuminated, he goes after the 
illumination. 
b) If you have been illuminated on Isaiah 53:5 — that by the stripes of Jesus, you have been healed 
— Satan will try to come after that truth. Your illumination will trigger his assault. 

2) Spiritual attacks are not only against illumination of Bible truths. If you know God has told you 
to do something and you begin to step out in faith, Satan will launch an assault, a great fight of 
affliction. He wants to stop what you are doing by illumination.

2. The moment you repel the enemy’s attack and say, “You want to know what I’m made out of? Here it is; 
I’m not moving!” — God joins Himself to you. From the top of your head and working through every 



nook, cranny, molecule, and cell of your body, God begins to release something in you that the Bible in 
the King James Version calls “patience.” 
 3. It is the Greek word hupomeno. It’s nothing like the word “patience.” Patience is a bad translation of 
the word hupomeno. Newer translations will call it endurance. It’s the word hupo, which means to be 
under, as if you’re under a heavy load, and the word meno, which means abide or stay.

a. It’s the same word Jesus used in John 15 when He said, “If you abide in Me…” In other words, “if 
you permanently and habitually abide in Me.” It is a decision to stay in one spot and not move.  
b. When you compound the two words, it means: “I’m staying here, and I’m not moving. I’m not 
budging. I don’t care how much the devil tries to pile on top of me. I’m not bending; I’m not breaking; I’m 
not moving!”

4. If you choose to be easily moved, then God is not obligated to release this divine endurance in you. 
He doesn’t release this in movers. He releases this in those who stay, those who stand. It doesn’t matter 
how great your personal willpower is. Your willpower isn’t enough to do the job, so God steps in with a 
supernatural supply. 
5. God joins Himself to us. It’s a work of grace. But we must be partners with that grace. This grace is for 
people who stay.
6. One translation of this word hupomeno is hang-in-there power. It’s the best translation I know of for 
this word.

a. The supernatural ability to hang in there — knowing that the trying and thus the proving of your 
faith releases a divine endurance from the top of your head all the way to the bottom of your feet.
b. Let this divine endurance work in us — and eventually, we’ll make it all the way to what we 
confessed. 

7. “That you may be perfect entire.” The word “entire” is a Greek word that means retaining everything 
that was given to you by inheritance.

a. What is that? Healing, wholeness, prosperity, righteousness and peace — all the things that the devil 
has been after. All the things that you have declared and embraced. 
b. If you stand, eventually you will retain everything that was assigned to you by inheritance — that 
you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
c. That’s a picture of you standing in the fulfillment of everything you’ve prayed and believed for. But 
between the confession and the total manifestation, somebody tries to come after your illumination. 

8. James then responded to the cynic in the group with a wonderful pastoral answer in James 1:5: “If any 
man lacks wisdom, let him ask God….” 

a. In the Greek where it says, “let him ask of God,” that word of means right up next to; as close as you 
can get to. This is God’s requirement for you to receive the answer. He’ll answer you, but He wants you 
to come as close as possible. He wants some intimacy with you before He answers the question.
b. Most people don’t really, really want to know. They would rather talk to their pastor than talk to 
God.

1) Because when you get real close to God and ask God to be honest with you, He usually tells you 
more than you asked for.
2) People would rather read a book, but a book can’t read your heart. Or people would rather have a 
counselor, yet the counselor at best can only second-guess what’s really going on. But God sees it all. 
He knows it all. And He will be happy to oblige if you’ll get in the right position.
3) If you ask and you need to know it, God will tell it, but you’ve got to be sitting in the right place. 
If you’re running from His presence and you never open your Bible; if you never spend time with 
God and then you run to a counselor to have him tell you why your faith isn’t working — you’re 
probably not going to receive any helpful answers. 

III. The behavior of faith — Faith stands still (James 1:6)
A. James 1:6 says, “Let him ask in faith.” Then it tells us the behavior of faith — nothing wavering. Faith 
stands still.
B. Faith is not pushed around; faith doesn’t stand here one day and stand there another day. “Asking in 
faith” means nothing wavering — your feet are planted. You’re not going to be pushed around.
C.  James 1:8 is God’s opinion about a wavering person: “…A double minded man is unstable in all his 
ways.”



1. “Double-minded” is the Greek word dipsychos. A literal translation would be a man with two souls. If 
you want a paraphrase for our purposes, it would be correct to say “a man with two heads is unstable in all 
his ways.”
2. He is a “God who changes not” God. Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. If anyone is stable, 
it is God. So when one of God’s children prays one thing and then gives it up to move and prays another 
thing, going back and forth, back and forth, back and forth, that person not acting according to His 
nature.

D.  Even worse, it says this “man with two heads” is unstable. The word “unstable” means you’re not going 
to be able to walk down a set of steps because you’re unstable in all your ways. It is the Greek word hodios, 
which means every road of life that he travels. In the Greek, it literally means a habitual vacillation that 
eventually affects every path of life. 

1. It started at the very root of not standing still in faith; now it affects every part of his life and ability to 
make decisions. 
2. That is how vital it is to the success of your life and to your children and your grandchildren that 
you teach them the Word of God. They must learn to stand in one spot and not be moved just because 
somebody assaults what they believe or challenges their beliefs.

IV. Conclusion
A. If anybody’s going to move, let’s make sure it’s the devil that moves! 
B. Let’s make the devil and all his aggressors say, “We’ve given up on these people. We’ve tried everything we can. 
They just won’t move! These people are not going to change, so let’s just go somewhere else.

1. Usually when the enemy retreats, the pressure lets up and then — bam! We receive the thing we’ve been 
waiting for. That’s the way it works.
2. I don’t care what the devil does or how heavy it gets, don’t budge. Do not move — be where God told 
you to be, and don’t surrender that position of faith!
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