
I. Introduction: What do you do when you run into a wall? What do 
you do when you know you’re right in the middle of God’s will and 
something happens that resists you or hinders you from fulfilling what 
you know God has told you to do?
A. Hindered

1. 1 Thessalonians 2:17-18: “We endeavored the more abundantly 
with a great desire to visit you, but Satan hindered us.”

a. The word “hindered” is from an old Greek word that can 
only be translated two ways. It was first used to depict a person 
on a trip who has decided his destination, packed his bags, and 
purchased his ticket. He is on the way to his destination — 
when all of a sudden something “hinders” him. He runs into 
a place where the road is so deteriorated and has become so 
bumpy that he can go no further on that road. This word also 
means to hit an impasse on the road you needed to get you to 
your destination. 
b. Paul says that this happened to him again and again. Every 
road he took, he kept hitting impasses that kept him from 
reaching his destination.

2. What if you’ve experienced a “shipwreck” — how are you to 
respond? Acts 27 holds an answer in the shipwreck of the Apostle 
Paul.

a. Review: Paul had received a word from the Lord when he got 
saved that part of his assignment was to preach the Gospel to 
the Gentiles, to the children of Israel, and to kings and those 
in authority. Through a series of events, he found himself on a 
ship headed to the city of Rome, where he was to stand before 
Caesar as possibly the first man to ever preach the Gospel to the 
emperor. Paul knew this was part of his destiny because it was 
the prophetic word that was spoken over him the day he was 
saved.
b. The ship set sail, and as it moved out into the Mediterranean, 
a tempestuous wind called eurocldyon arose (Acts 27:14). This 
was the most feared and serious storm on the Mediterranean 
Sea. Most who sailed into this storm never sailed out of it alive.
c. The apostle was on a ship headed to the city of Rome, where 
he was going to appear before Caesar and speak the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He had been waiting for that moment, believing 
that it is part of his destiny. But then the ship he was on sailed 
into a storm that he would have never anticipated. In fact, the 
storm was so horrific that the crew sailed this way and that, 
trying to sail out of the storm. Finally, they suffered so much 
damage to their ship that they sailed south to a little island 
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called Claddagh.
d. When the crew sailed into the harbor in the south part of that island, they literally had to lift the 
ship out of the sea to do repairs — requiring time and money they didn’t expect to spend. Finally, the 
ship was dropped back into the sea, and they began again to sail toward the city of Rome. The Bible 
tells us in Act 27:18 that the next day, they were being exceedingly tossed with a tempest so they began 
to lighten the ship, throwing things off. But all of this was part of Paul’s journey.

B. A word from God 
1. What was told to Paul: “You must appear before Caesar. Regardless of what you see, regardless of what 
you feel, you have a destiny in the city of Rome.” In other words, “You’re not going to sink in the bottom 
of the Mediterranean, Paul! You have a destiny — you must appear before Caesar.”

a. Application: It is the same for you when you’re in the middle of the storm and you receive a 
prophetic word or a word from God. Take that word by faith so you might war a good warfare by the 
word that was spoken over you.
b. This was a 14-day storm. The crew and passengers were fighting for their lives. And as they were 
fighting for their lives, one man received a word from God: I must appear before Caesar.

2. Getting to the island — Acts 27:39
a. At the end of 14 days, they corporately made a decision that if possible, they needed to put the ship 
into this harbor. 
b. Having unloaded as much as they could, they “made to the shore.” This in Greek means they moved 
with great speed in case it was possible to thrust the ship into that harbor where they might find safety. 
c. The crew didn’t know that directly in front of them lying below the sea was an underground reef, 
and they ran the ship aground into that reef. The forepart of the ship was slammed into the reef, and 
the hinder part was broken by the waves. And the winds and waves kept driving the ship into the reef, 
tearing it apart.
d. The centurion gave the order for every man to swim toward the shore. Now they were swimming 
toward shore, some holding on to furniture, some to pieces of the ship. And among all those people 
swimming toward the shore was the apostle Paul.
e. What does faith do when it has experienced a shipwreck? Faith swims. That might not sound very 
deep, but the wrong time to have a theological discussion is when you’re in the middle of a storm. 
f. Paul could have said, “I just don’t understand why this is happening to me!” as he treaded water. “All 
I wanted to do was be in the will of God.” But there’s a time to ask questions and there’s a time not to 
ask questions, and that was not a time to ask a question. Paul, with everyone else, was making toward 
the shore. Finally, everyone succeeded in getting to shore safely.

C. The island of Melita
1. Acts 28: 1: Melita and the barbarians

a. The Greek word used here is the word for “barbarous.” We find that even barbarians had prejudice. 
When Paul wrote about who we are in Christ in Colossians 3:11, he said, “…There is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in 
all.”
b. Scythian and barbarians were both barbarians. But Scythians were the very lowest class of barbarians. 
Barbarians would say, “We may be barbarians, but we are not Scythians!”
c. It would have been hard for this day to get worse. Paul had just lost everything in the sea. He’d 
already been fighting the storm for 14 days — vomiting for 14 days, not eating for 14 days, fighting to 
save his life for 14 days. Then he watched the ship come apart around him and had to grab a piece of 
the ship to swim to shore — only to find out the island was inhabited by barbarians. And if that wasn’t 
enough, it was cold and raining!
d. What does faith do when it’s in the midst of a shipwreck? It swims! What does faith do when it’s 
cold? It makes a fire. The next verse tells us that the people began to pick up pieces of the ship to make 
a fire.
e. There’s something I really like about verse 3. Paul was not just sitting on the sidelines, watching 
other people pick up all the sticks. He was a real team player — right out there with all the other men 
on the ship, gathering up bunches of sticks to lay on the fire. And because it was raining and foggy, 
Paul couldn’t see clearly enough to know there was a viper in those sticks. When he put those sticks 
over the fire, the fire woke up the snake and it fastened its mouth onto Paul’s hand. The Bible says it 



was not just a snake — it was a viper. This word “viper” describes the most venomous and deadliest of 
snakes.

2. Snake Bite: 
A venomous snake is a nervous snake. A python is sluggish; it is not a nervous snake. That’s why you 
can carry it. You can play with it (if you play with snakes), and it won’t strike you. It’s not a poisonous 
snake. A poisonous snake is a very nervous snake, and it strikes fast. But just because you’ve been bitten 
by a poisonous snake doesn’t mean you’ve been injected with venom. Its fangs are long like the syringe 
of a needle; its head is filled with poison banks. But no poison goes in you unless the snake pushes down 
with its head. And when it does, that’s like pushing on a syringe to give someone a shot. When the snake 
pushes down, it begins to shoot that venom into your body.

a. The Bible tells us this was a viper, which would be the most nervous and deadliest of snakes. It also 
says that it fastened onto Paul’s hand. That means this was not a mere bite — this snake bit so deep 
into Paul’s flesh that it couldn’t get free. It was literally stuck on his hand. 
b. Because this was a venomous, nervous kind of snake, we know how this snake would have 
responded. It would be pushing down with its head over and over, trying to unload all of its venom 
into the person. And the next verse tells us the barbarians saw the snake hanging on his hand — 
which means the snake was fastened onto Paul’s hand for so long that there was enough time for all 
the barbarians to come down to the fire to see the foreigner with the deadly snake hanging on his 
hand!
c. When the barbarians saw the snake hanging on his hand, they said, “No doubt this man is 
a murderer” (v. 4). When something happens to you, people immediately assume you’ve done 
something wrong, that you’re under the judgement of God, or maybe that you’re just reaping 
something you’ve sown.
d. Religious people respond the same way, but the truth is, Paul was right smack in the middle of 
God’s will. He was headed to Rome where he had a destiny, and the devil was trying to hinder him 
and create an impasse so he couldn’t get there. 
e. What do you do when you get bit by a snake? What does faith do? It shakes it off.

3. Shake it off: Paul shook off the beast into the fire and felt no harm (v. 5). What if he had said, “I’ve 
just been bitten by a snake! This is a deadly snake! This is obviously my end”? You know what would 
have happened to him? He would have fallen dead on the spot. But this man had a word from God that 
he would appear before Caesar.

a. He wasn’t going to sink in any sea; he wasn’t going to die at the hands of any barbarians; and no 
snake was going to put him in the ground! This man had a destiny — a word from God that he was 
going to fulfill. And when that snake bit him, he just shook it off. And when the Bible says he shook 
it off, it means to violently shake — meaning he had to shake and shake for it to come off. 
b. When people began to argue with him and challenge his claim, he simply eliminated them.

4. Application: When you’re in the ministry, there will be plenty of opportunity for you to be bit by a 
snake. What do you do when you’ve been bit by a snake? You shake it off! What are the options? The 
option is to say, “I’m so hurt I’ll never trust again. I just don’t know if I can continue my ministry.” Or 
you shake it off, saying, “I have a destiny, and I am going to fulfill my destiny if I shake it off!”

a.. Paul had to shake it off and shake hard — because sometimes it’s not easy to shake some things off. 
If you’ve been through a disappointment and the devil tries lambast your emotions, reminding you of 
your failures, you’ve got to work hard to shake that thing off. You have to shake and shake and shake 
until finally that thing falls in the fire. And if you’ll take a position of faith, you will feel no harm.
b. Faith swims; faith builds a fire. That may sound simple, but there are a lot of people who just quit.
c. When you find yourself in a bad situation where it’s cold, use your faith to change your 
environment. And when you get bit by a snake, just shake that snake off!

5. People watch when you get bit; people watch when something happens to you (v. 6). And when Paul 
should have swollen up and fallen down dead but didn’t, the people watching changed their minds about 
him.

a. Here’s what people do if you make a faith declaration that you’re going to do something — 
that you have a word from God. You’ve declared it the church; you’ve declared it to your family; 
you’ve declared it the heavens; you told it to the devil. You’re declaring your word from God. Then 
something happens unexpected, and people watch. When nothing happens to you immediately, they 



watch.
b. People are watching, and the most important sermon you could ever preach to your congregation is 
how you respond to an attack.
c. People are watching. Things happen. We live in a world where there is a devil and he does not want 
us to do the will of God. Paul was in a shipwreck, stranded on an island filled with barbarians. It was 
cold; it was raining; he’s been bit by a snake. But through all those things, this man stayed firm in 
faith. He had a word from God.

D. The Palace
1. Because Paul walked in faith through every one of his ordeals, he went from a shipwreck to a palace, 
living in the finest home on the whole island. And when the father of Publius, the chief of the island, was 
sick, Paul came in and prayed for him, and he was healed (v. 8). 

a. Paul turned his crisis into an opportunity, and it became a revival. Where there is an attack there is 
opportunity. Where there is disaster, there is an open door. Paul found the open door, and rather than 
waste time waiting for the next ship to come by, he began to hold a revival meeting. And the Word of 
God began to be preached throughout the whole island.
b. Next verse: “who also honored us with many honors.” The Greek means who also honored us with 
an enormous sum of cash. One Greek expositor says it describes a sum of cash so large that it was 
unthinkable that one person could have so much cash.

II. Conclusion
A. Now Paul was ready to go on to Rome.

1. He was decked out much finer than before he had ever lost his stuff in the first place. He lived in that 
palace for three months; he left loaded with cash and departed on a ship of Alexandria.
2. Alexandria was the finest port city in the world. It was the home of Cleopatra, and it was the finest 
ships on the Mediterranean.

B. Paul had a word from God, and he never stopped until he was in the heart of the Roman Empire. And 
for the rest of his life, Paul lived on the cash that he got from the pagans on that island. He rented a home 
in Rome that was so big, it accommodated all the Jewish leaders he had over for a meeting in his living 
room.

1. The story isn’t over until it’s over. Just because the devil hindered you doesn’t mean it’s time to quit. 
There’s a ship from Alexandria that has been designed to carry you to your destination if you don’t quit!
2. If you got bit by snake, shake it off! By faith, shake it off and say by faith, “My ship is coming in!” 
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