
I. Introduction: Revelation 1:1 
A. Jesus Christ is the center of the book of Revelation. 
B. Revelation 1:1 — the word “revelation” comes from the Greek 
word apokalupsis. The word apo means something that is a way or 
something that you take away. Kalupsis describes something that 
is veiled; something that is hidden; or something that is behind a 
curtain. A curtain obstructs your view so that you can’t see through 
to view what’s on the other side. 

1. Example: If the curtain on a window is closed in your home, 
you can guess what is on the other side. You may even know there 
is a yard on the other side. But because the curtain is closed, the 
only way you will personally experience it or really see what is on 
the other side is by someone opening the curtain. 
2. When you pull apart the curtain, that’s where the word apo 
comes into play. It becomes apokalupsis, which means something 
that was once veiled, but now the veil has been completely 
removed. What you see on the other side is not freshly created the 
moment you see it. It was always there, but because the curtain 
was closed, your view was obstructed; you couldn’t clearly see what 
was there.

C. John has had a revelation of Christ. In Revelation 1:12-18, we 
find that John describes Christ in a way that Jesus has not been 
described anywhere else in the New Testament. 
D. John was the last one living of the first 12 apostles. The apostle 
Paul had been martyred almost 30 years earlier. The Church 
was suffering at the hands of the Emperor Domitian. Believers 
everywhere were wondering what the future held. Then they received 
a letter from John.

1. He could have said, “I, John, the last of the original apostles,” 
or “I, John the disciple whom Jesus loved.” But he said, “I, John 
who also am your brother.” John came right down to the level of 
his readers.
2. A real mark of a pastor’s spiritual maturity is his willingness to 
“get in the trenches” with the saints.
3. John crawled right into the trenches when, rather than referring 
to himself as an apostle, he referred to himself first as a “brother” 
and then a “companion.”

a. John was building a platform from which he could relate to 
his readers. He was letting them understand that he was having 
to use his faith the same way they were having to use their faith.
b. Then John said, “Not only am I your brother and your 
companion, but I am your companion in tribulation.  
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II. Exiled for Christ
A. John had been exiled to the Isle of Patmos by the Emperor Domitian. When Domitian came to power, 
he proclaimed that he was the perpetuator of all life in the Roman Empire.

1. He declared that he had the right to:
a. Censor what was morally right. 
b. Determine what people should and should not eat. 
c. Determine what people could read or have in terms of education.
d. Censor or eliminate anyone who disagreed with any of his proposals.

2. Domitian ruled on a level that no one had ever before.
a. He later declared that he was god in the flesh. 
b. When people began to argue with him and challenge his claim, he simply eliminated them.

3. This eventually led to the slaughter of Jews, the persecution of believers, and, ultimately, to the arrest of 
the apostle John.

a. John was tried before the Emperor Domitian. 
b. After surviving that experience, he was sent back to the city of Ephesus, where they put him on a 
ship. 
c. That ship carried him 60 miles across the Aegean Sea to a little island in the middle of the sea called 
Patmos.
d. This island had been completely stripped bare by previous civilizations. 
e. No longer were there trees or natural animals on the island. There was only one little spring where 
you could find fresh water. 
f. The prisoners who were abandoned on the isle of Patmos literally roamed and fended for their lives, 
trying to find any means to survive. 
g. Many people that were exiled to Patmos simply died because of thirst and starvation — nothing to 
drink, nothing to eat.
h. 1600 years of history tells us that John took up residence in a cave on the isle of Patmos. 

4. Ginomi — Revelation 1:10: “I was in the spirit on the Lord’s Day.” The Greek word ginomi describes 
something that takes you off guard or something that takes you by surprise. It always carries an element of 
something occurring that was not anticipated.

a. Example: In Mark 4, the Bible says that Jesus set out on a boat with His disciples to cross the Sea of 
Galilee, and there arose a great storm of wind. Most of Jesus’ disciples by trade were fishermen who 
had always lived by the sea. They knew the weather of the sea, and if there had been a natural storm 
brewing that night, they never would have taken that ship out onto that sea.
b. “There arose” is the Greek word ginomi, which means out of nowhere. This verse could read, “It was 
the last thing we would have anticipated, and it took us completely off-guard, completely by surprise. We 
could have never expected this.” Suddenly out of nowhere, there arose a great storm of wind.
c. John on the isle of Patmos used the word ginomi in Revelation 1:10. In other words, “I don’t know 
how it happened. It was the last thing I would have expected. I could never replicate this experience. In some 
way that I do not understand, I came to find myself in the Spirit.” 
d. John found himself in a different dimension. One moment, he was in a cave; the next moment, he 
found himself standing somewhere else. He may have still been in the cave, but in the Spirit, his eyes 
had been opened. 

B. Revelation 1:11 (NIV): “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
C. Why these seven churches in the region of Asia, where there were many churches? There are three 
probable reasons:

1. These seven churches were all started by the apostle Paul. 
2. Because they were started by the apostle Paul, these churches were all in relationship with one another. 
3. They were all located on the same road. 

a. After starting the church in Ephesus, when it was time to start the next church, they just followed 
the road. 
b. Sometimes that’s the best leading of the Spirit: You’ve just got to follow the road. 
c. Jesus said, “Write and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia.” 



III. Description of the Exalted Christ
A. Revelation 1:12-13: “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven 
golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with 
a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.”
B. “Golden candlesticks”:  John heard the voice of Christ and turned to see Him, but the first thing he saw 
was not Jesus; he saw seven golden candlesticks, which we know from the end of the chapter is symbolic of 
the Church. 

1. When John turned to Christ, he saw the Church. You cannot separate the Church from Christ; they 
are one and the same. People who want to separately worship the Lord without fellowshipping with the 
Church are misled. Christ and His Body are one. Church is not an optional feature. 
2. The candlesticks were oil-burning lamps. No two oil-burning lamps were identical. It was physically 
impossible to make them identical because they were all individually made. 

a. The lamps had different shapes and decorations. They all did the same thing and had the same 
purpose, but they were not identical. Each contained oil. Through the mouth of the lamps, each had a 
wick that connected with the oil and produced light when lit.
b. This is a symbol of the Church. We are containers of the Holy Ghost, and through our mouths, we 
are to give the light of the Gospel to this world that lies in darkness. 

3. Similar to the candlesticks or the oil-burning lamps, all the churches had individual differences.
a. There’s no such thing as a cookie-cutter Church where everybody is the same. 
b. When we try to manufacture the Church and try to make every local church identical, we have lost 
something of the mystery and the supernatural nature of the Church of Jesus Christ, because every 
church has a personality and an identity of its own.

4. The Bible does not say the lamps were clay or even silver, which is a precious metal. It says they were 
golden, which was the most expensive metal known at that time.

C. Revelation 1:12: “like unto the Son of man.” The Man standing before John looked like Jesus, yet didn’t 
quite look like Him. 

1. He had the outward form of the Son of man so John could tell that it was Jesus. 
2. But when John took a deeper look, there was something so totally different from the Jesus that John 
recalled in his mind. The voice was the same; the form was the same; but He was only like unto the Son 
of man.
3. This was a revelation; John was seeing a side of Christ he had never seen before.
4. John wrote in Revelation 1:13 that Jesus was clothed with “a garment down to the foot.” That means 
the garment was resting on the foot but not covering the foot.

a. This is a description of the priestly garments described in Exodus 28. 
b. This means the very first appearance of Christ in this chapter was not His role as a King or a Judge. 
He appeared as a Priest. This caused John to know first and foremost above everything else that Jesus 
is standing in the midst of His Church not to judge it, but to pray for it.
c. Jesus is still praying for us today; He has an unchangeable priesthood. He paid for us with His 
blood. We are still golden to Him. 

D. Revelation 1:13 (NIV): “golden sash.” The Bible says Jesus had a “golden sash,” or a golden belt, 
wrapped about His chest.

1. Very few kings were rich enough to have a belt or sash made of pure gold. Most of them wore belts 
with strands of gold that were mingled together with beads and material. If you found a king who had a 
belt or “girdle” (KJV) of pure gold, it symbolized his great power and authority.

a. In this case, the golden belt also was not around Jesus’ waist; it was around His upper chest. 
b. The higher the belt was elevated — the greater the power. 
c. And when this King would move, His garments would not flow from His waist — they would 
move in a sweeping fashion from His chest, showing the great splendor of the exalted Christ. 

2. Revelation 1:14 — Jesus’ eyes were “as a flame of fire.” If it had just been His eyes were as fire, it 
would describe a fire that is raging, such as a house that is on fire. But this word flame describes the 
characteristic of fire.

a. In the Greek, the word flame describes the characteristic of a flame of fire as it twists and arches and it 
bends. If you focus in on one of those flames, it almost has a hypnotizing effect.
b. When John looked into the eyes of the exalted Christ, he saw an intelligence such as he had 



never seen before. He was literally drawn right into the very Person of Jesus, similar to what you can 
experience if you were to focus on a flame of fire.

3. Revelation 1:15: “feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace.”
a. The translation of the original word for “brass” is interesting because it’s used in only one other 
place in the New Testament. 
b. It’s the Greek word chalkolibanos, a compound of the words chalkos and libanos. The word 
chalkos describes an alloy of copper, mixed with either tin (bronze) or zinc (brass) — and the word 
libanos is the Greek word for frankincense. 
c. Because there’s no such thing as an alloy of bronze and frankincense, this seems at first like a very 
strange word for John to use. 
d. However, when we remember that Christ first appeared as High Priest — and that priests used 
frankincense in their priestly ministry — the meaning becomes clear. 
1) Although Christ was coming with the potential of judgment, His feet of judgment had been 
bathed in frankincense. 
2) In other words, because Jesus did not want to judge His Church, even His judgment was bathed in 
prayer! Jesus is not coming to destroy — he’s coming to correct. There’s no rush to judgment with 
Christ. 

4. Revelation 1:16: “And he had in his right hand seven stars.”
a. Domitian had such an exalted opinion of himself that he claimed he was a god, and he declared that 
his son who had died as a baby was Jupiter. Jupiter was supposed to be the father of the gods. 
b. In Ephesus, there was a giant temple to Domitian and the center of Domitian worship for all of 
Asia. 
c. There they minted a coin, and, on the coin, it had a picture of his dead infant son playing with 
seven stars — symbolizing that Domitian and his son together were co-rulers of the universe, even 
over the stars.
d. Every time someone would go to the store — including the apostle John — and pulled out money 
to purchase something, one of the coins in his hand would no doubt have had a picture of Domitian’s 
dead son playing with seven stars. 
e. It’s as though Jesus was saying, “Hey, John, let me show you something else!” And then He extended 
His hand, and in His hand were seven stars. It was the equivalent of saying, “If you want to know who 
rules in the universe, it is I. I am the One who has the seven stars in My right hand.”
f. That was a specific message. Perhaps no one else would have understood that message, but John 
understood it. This shows how personal Jesus is in His communication to us.

5. Revelation 1:16: “Out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.” The word “sharp” is the Greek 
word oxus, translated also as vinegar. It describes an antiseptic.

a. For example, if you’re going to have surgery, first they numb the pain. If they just operated, you 
could die from the pain, but because they first apply the medication, a numbing agent, it saves your 
life so the procedure can be carried out. 
b. We find that even when Christ comes with a sharp, double-edged sword, He doesn’t just come 
whacking away at us. When Christ comes into our lives with correction, He helps numb the pain as 
He speaks to us. 
c. The Holy Spirit prepares our hearts so the Spirit of God can insert His blade into our souls and 
extract those things that need to be extracted from our lives. God is so merciful and so loving.

6. Revelation 1:16: “His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”
a. The same words are used to describe Christ in His resurrection when His countenance was so 
brilliant. 
b. The same word is used to describe Jesus in His transfiguration — so brilliant that eyes almost could 
not look upon Him. 
c. John was squinting at the exalted Christ in the same way you would squint if you were to look into 
the sun. 

E. Revelation 1:17: “and when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.”
1. The word “fell” means to collapse. In other words, all the strength went out of John, and he collapsed 
to the ground. 



2. The word “dead” comes from the word nekros, which describes a physical corpse. In other words, John 
was saying, “I fell, and like a dead man, every bit of strength went out of me.” 
3. “And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last.” This was a 
continuous saying and saying: “Fear not…” 
4. Then Jesus said, “I am he that what liveth, and was dead.” The Greek literally says, “I am he that 
perpetually liveth and temporarily for a brief period became death.” This means death to Christ was nothing 
but a small interruption in His endless life. 
5. Revelation 1:18: “and behold, I am alive forevermore.” The word “behold” is one of those 
untranslatable words. It’s a word that carries emotion. The word “behold” comes from the Greek word 
idou, which essentially means wow! It’s what you might say when you don’t know how to express yourself. 

a. Example:  Jesus said to the disciples, “Behold, I give you authority and power over the enemy.” This 
word “behold” is the same word idou. It’s Jesus getting so excited about what He’s giving them that He 
says, “Wow, do I ever give you power and authority! And, behold, I send the promise of My Father — wow, 
am I sending you something wonderful!”

6. In Revelation 1:18, Jesus gets so excited about His own endless life and victory that He says, “And, 
behold — wow! — I am alive forevermore.” Then he says, “Amen” regarding Himself. “Amen — and I have 
the keys of hell and of death.”

IV. Conclusion
A. John had been walking with the Lord at least 60 years. He was the last survivor of the original apostles. 
He was the overseer of all the churches in Asia. At this time, he was probably in his early 90s. And at that 
moment, John received a brand-new revelation of Jesus Christ — the greatest revelation he’d ever had in his 
life. He wasn’t discounted because of his age. 
B. It doesn’t matter what you have known, you will know more. It doesn’t matter what you’ve heard, you will 
hear and understand more — if you’re willing to hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
C. Jesus said to all seven churches, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
When Jesus told a parable during His ministry on earth, He would say, “He that has an ear, let him hear.” 
D. Whether you go forward or not is determined by what you truly hear.
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