
I. Introduction: 2 Timothy 3:1-4  
A. Verse 1: The word “know” is the Greek word ginosko. It means to 
know something emphatically. 

1. Paul used a repetitious tense, which means you could translate 
it, “Know this, know this, know this, know this!”
2. The tense is so strong that it’s almost as if Paul lifted his voice 
as he reached out, grabbed hold of the church, and began shaking 
them, trying to get their attention. Paul was alerting them to the 
fact that what he was about to say must be known; it must be 
understood. 
3. The purpose of this passage is to prepare us. If we know what is 
going to take place in the world, we can protect our families and 
homes. 

B. “Last” comes from the word echastos. From this word, we get the
word eschatology. 

1. Echastos describes the very end of a thing. This was used by the 
classical Greeks to describe the very end of the known world. The 
word could also be used to describe something that was final. 
2. The Holy Spirit uses this word echastos and says, “This know 
also in the last days, perilous times shall come.” He is pointing to 
the very end, the furthest end of the Church Age, and is
describing what will take place in the world. 

C. The start of the last days  
1. The last days technically began on the Day of Pentecost about 
2,000 years ago. When God poured out His Spirit, the prophecy in 
Joel 2 said, “In the last days, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.

a. The Day of Pentecost literally signaled the prophetic 
beginning of what we call the last days. And in the last 2,000 
years, we have been living in the Church Age, which is the 
equivalent of the last days in God’s timetable. 
b. Therefore, in Second Timothy, what Paul is about to describe 
is the very ultimate end.  

II. Perilous Times
A. The word “perilous” is the Greek word chalepos.

1. This word is used only two times in the entire New Testament: 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 and Matthew 8:28.

B. Matthew 8:28: “Two possessed with devils coming out of the 
tombs, and they were exceedingly fierce.” The worsds “exceedingly 
fierce” are from the word chalepos.

1. We know when the Holy Spirit is saying that “perilous” times 
will come, He means that exceedingly fierce times will come.  
2. Let’s look at the characteristics associated with these demon-
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possessed men to get a better understanding of the term “perilous times.” What type of times are these?
3. These men were so dangerous that anyone near them and the vicinity where they lived carried such risk 
that the Bible says no man wanted to pass by that way. 
4. People stayed away from that territory. They would not go there; they wouldn’t even pass by there! 
Because everyone knew if a person passed into that area, he was taking his life into his own hands. That 
region was filled with danger, hurt, and high risk. 
5. That is the same word the Holy Spirit uses when He describes the end of the age. In the very last days 
of the age, chalepos times filled with danger, harm, and hurt shall come. 
6. The whole idea conveyed is that if you live in that period of time, it is likely that you could be hurt 
because you are living in dangerous territory.
7. That is why the Holy Spirit provided these verses — to equip, prepare, and alert us that we would not 
become victims along with the rest of the age.

C. In Second Timothy 3:1, Paul says, “Know this, know this, know this…” The Holy Spirit is pointing all the 
way to the end of the Church Age. 
D. Features associated with chalepos:

1. Study Mark 5 and Luke 8:26-29: The encounter of the demon-possessed men and Jesus.
2. He says chalepos times will come. Everything we know of this Greek word from reading in Mark 5 and 
Luke 8 is connected with these perilous times.

a. Demonic activity; death on the mind; sexual uncleanness. 
b. Something that is untamable; something that is so out of control that it leads to self-destruction or 
to cutting. 
c. A problem that is so severe, it is chronic. 
d. Also associated with nudity; something that is profane. 
e. Describes someone who is absolutely driven; one who has hit an impasse.
f. It is episodic, which means at times you might erroneously believe it’s going to get better and then — 
BAM! — you’re hit with it again. 

3. Think of the times in which we live. If we’re really living at the end of the age, there is demonic activity 
on a widespread scale today.

a. Something spiritual is happening; it seems that things are uncontrollable, untamable — and it has 
become chronic. 

4. Regarding nudity — there is such a lack of respect for the human body.
E. By using this word chalepos, the Holy Spirit is putting all this together. All of this will be associated with 
the very last days of the Church Age.

III. Signs of the last days
A. 2 Timothy 3:2: “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.”

1. The two words “shall be” is the Greek word eimi, which in the Greek is unnecessary in the sentence.
a. Eimi means I am and is used to describe a people who have become self-consumed and self-
absorbed. 
b. The Holy Spirit describes the generation living in the close of the age. He says that above all else, 
they will have their mind on themselves. 
c.  It will be the “I am” generation to exceed them all. Then to make sure we understand, He describes 
that generation as “lovers of their own selves.”

2. “Lovers of their own selves” comes from the Greek compound word philautos. The two words that 
make up this compound word don’t even fit together.

a. The word phileo from the Greek means I love. It can describe a friendship love or a romantic love. It 
can even describe a kiss to show affection.
b. The second part of the word is autos, which means self. Therefore, we’re talking about “self-love,” 
“self-romance,” or a “self-kiss.” 
c. This generation in these last days is self-absorbed — “my needs,” “my rights,” and “my entitlements.” 
The Holy Spirit says they are philautos, referring almost to a type of a perversion, that someone would 
be so in love with himself. 

3. Then the King James says “covetous.” If you are the center of your own world, then you need money 



more than anything else to make your world comfortable.
4. Then He says “boasters,” which is from the Greek word alazon. It describes anyone who is willing to 
brag, exaggerate, stretch the point, embellish, change the story — even change one’s ethics, if it will enable him 
to attain what he wants.
5. The word “proud” is huperephaino. Hypere means superior. It carries the idea of elitism. The word 
phanio means to be manifested. When you put these two words together, huperephaino describes a group 
that has suddenly appeared.

a. These are the intellectual snobs who are setting their own immoral agenda for all the rest of the 
world.
b. There is such a sense of snobbery in this word “pride.” Anyone who doesn’t agree with such a 
person is disdained and mocked. 

6. “Blasphemers”: The Greek word blasphemeo means to deride; to chide; to ridicule; or to poke fun of. It 
can be used in a religious sense to blaspheme God. However, that is not the general sense of the word 
blasphemy.

a. These are the intellectual snobs who are telling the rest of the world what they should think: “We’re 
right, and you are wrong, and we’re going to do what we want to do regardless of what you want.” 
b. This is snobbery on an intellectual level — elitism blaspheming anyone who takes an alternative 
view and might stand in the way of their agenda. 

7. “Unthankful”: The word “thankful” is the word charis, which is the same word translated “grace” 
in other contexts. If you put an “a” in front of it, it has a cancelling effect, changing “thankfulness” to 
“unthankfulness.”

a. Refers to a people who at one time were charistoi. These are a people who were once thankful, but 
now something has happened in the minds of the people. 
b. It doesn’t matter what these people have experienced or that they have more than anybody else. 
They have canceled it; they no longer have the attitude of thankfulness. 
c. This word acharistoi, which is translated “unthankful,” really carries the idea of people who are 
ingrates. 
d. Rather than think of what they do have, these people think of what they don’t have or why don’t 
they have what somebody else has. 

8. Paul says that unthankfulness is always connected to unholiness.
a. The word “holiness” is the word nosioi, which means something that is pure; something consecrated; or 
something sanctified and approved by God. 
b. But if you put an “a” on the front of the word, it becomes anosioi, which is the Greek word you 
find in this verse. This word means that people are no longer consecrated or pure. The people have 
canceled that. 
c. In fact, the word “unholiness” describes a people who have become lewd and vulgar. They’ve gone to 
the opposite extreme. They were thankful, but they canceled that. Now they’re unthankful. They took 
their eyes completely off God, got their eyes on other things, and, as a result, became morally lewd. 

B. Romans 1:18: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and righteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” 

1. The word “hold” in the Greek means to suppress something.
a. Here we have the picture of people who know the truth; they have heard the truth. But they are 
suppressing it, sitting on it, trying to put a lid on it because they don’t like the truth. 
b. If they let out the truth, it will require repentance and a change in behavior. And because they don’t 
like the truth, they say, “Shut that preacher up; shut that church down!” 

2. The word “imaginations” is the Greek word dialogismois. It describes the people’s ability to think 
logically. 

a. Romans 1:21: “They became wasted, and their foolish heart was darkened.” 
1) What does the heart do? It pumps. And what does it pump? Blood. But in this case, God is 
describing a society that has rejected God. 
2) God says that this society has a heart, and its heart is pumping, pumping, and pumping. But it’s 
not pumping blood; it is pumping more and more darkness.

C. Romans 1:22: “Professing themselves to be wise.” “Wise” is the Greek word sophoi, which means 
enlightened or sophisticated. 



1. They became “fools.” This is the word moronos, from which we get the word morons. God says, “How 
foolish can you be, pumping and pumping more and more darkness?” 
2. Living in darkness, claiming to be sophisticated, they have in fact become morons. 

D. Romans 1:23: “changed,” which means to trade. They traded. “They changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God for an image made like to corruptible man and to birds and four-footed beasts and 
creeping things.”

1. In one verse, the apostle Paul has given a summary of idolatry. Idolatry began with creeping things, 
such as bugs and snakes. Then as man’s thoughts begin to ascend, man worshiped four-footed beasts. 
Then man moved to worship birds. 
2. Therefore, Paul said at the end of the age, man will worship men. It will be the “I am,” self-consumed 
generation. 

E. Romans 1:24 — “In light of all of this; in spite of all of this; because of all this  — God also gave them up.”
1. People who have an argument with God say, “See? It’s God’s fault. God gave them up.” But that is not 
what it means. God respects your free will, and if you want to do something, He probably will not stand 
in your way. 
2. A better translation would be that God released them. In effect, He was saying, “Is that what you want? 
Fine, go get it.”

F. Romans 1:24: “to dishonour their own bodies between themselves.” The word “dishonor” means to 
displace or to put bodies where bodies don’t belong. 
G. Romans 1:28: “Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge.” It’s not that they didn’t 
know. They didn’t want to know; they didn’t want to listen. It would require change.

1. “We don’t like what the Bible says; we don’t like what God says; we don’t want to retain that in our 
heads anymore.” Therefore, God released them to a reprobate mind.
2. Through the practices of sin, the heart becomes desensitized. 

a. What was once known to be very wrong is no longer even perceived to be wrong. It is now 
tolerated. And if you say that it is wrong, other people will raise their voices against you and ask you 
why you are so intolerant.
b. A society becomes calloused to what is right and what is wrong, until ultimately, there’s no such 
thing as sin.  

IV. 2 Timothy 3:3-5: “Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers 
of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

A. “Without natural affection”: Comes from the Greek word astorgos. It really describes the breakdown of 
the family without natural affection; no longer having close connections with family.
B. “Trucebreakers”: Literally this is the Greek word for irreconcilable differences. It’s the picture of marriages 
that can no longer be reconciled. 
C. “False accusers”: Comes from the word diabolos, which is normally the name for the devil but is used in 
this context to describe people who have gone overboard, suing and being sued. 
D. “Incontinent”: This Greek word literally means no longer able to impose self-restrictions. It describes the 
inability to say no to themselves. They just say yes to everything. They are the I am generation, so why should 
they have to say no to anything? 
E. “High minded”: This comes from the Greek word tetyphomeneo. It describes people who have a bloated 
opinion of themselves.
F. Lover of pleasures more than lovers of God. 

1. “More than” is comparative language. He doesn’t say the people don’t love God. It says that they are 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.
2. This is the part where it hits the Church. This is how the Church has been affected by these perilous 
last days.

a. Do we love God more than anything else? 
b. Or do our lives show that we are lovers of pleasures more than we are lovers of God?  

3. It’s possible to come to church and be a lover of God — but to be a lover of God a little less than you 
are a lover of pleasure.



a. This is why people don’t want to volunteer to serve in the church. 
b. This is why people think twice before they give their tithe or their offering. 
c. This is why people aren’t faithful in their service to the Lord’s work.
d. In this “I am’” generation, the Church has become affected. 

4. It’s imperative for us to look into the Word of God and ask ourselves, Have I been affected by any of this? 
The Holy Spirit gave us this warning to protect us, spare us, and equip us.

PART 2

I. Introduction: 2 Timothy 3:5:  “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away.” 
A. “Form” is the Greek word morpho, which describes an outward sketch or an outward form that lacks the 
correct substance — meaning these people only have the outward form of godliness.
B. “Godliness” describes piety; it even has the idea of social justice. It refers to people doing things that 
are fair and right. It all sounds very pious, but in this case they do these things while “denying the power 
thereof.” 
C. “Denying” comes from the Greek word ernemeneo, which means a deliberate no to something. This is not 
an accidental denying. In fact, ernemeneo means to reject; to do it with deliberation.

1. These are people who know more than they’re living. They have the outward sketch, the outward form. 
2. The message in one way seems right because it has a kind of a piety. But when it comes to real 
supernatural power in action, they deny it and stop its functioning, They will not permit it to operate. 
Therefore, we basically have a Church with no power. 

D. 2 Timothy 3:14: “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them.”

1. Here Paul gave Timothy the ultimate solution. And when he gave it to Timothy, he gave it to us as 
well. 
2. “Continue”: comes from the Greek word meno, which is used in John chapter 15.

a. Over and over, it means to abide or to stay. When Jesus said, “If you abide in me, the Greek word 
meno. 
b. “If you habitually reside in Me, refusing to budge, never moving out of Me. If My words remain in you, 
never budging, never moving habitually, staying in you.” 
c. It describes a decision: This is my spot — I will not move!

E. 2 Timothy 3:15: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

1.  The word “wise” is the word sophisai, which means special enlightenment.  Here it’s talking about 
making you enlightened unto salvation. 

II. All Scripture
A. 2 Timothy 3:16,17: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”
B. “inspiration of God”: Comes from the Greek word theopneutos. Theo means God. It’s from this word theo 
that we get the word “theology.” 

1. Pneutos is the Greek word for spirit or breath. “Inspiration” is translated God-breathed. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration, which literally means breathed out by God. God’s breath is in the Scripture.
2. Pneutos is the word for spirit or the word breath. This word was used in classical Greek times to depict 
creative power. When the Bible talks about the Spirit of God with all of His creative power, it is the word 
pneutos. We have the creative power of God. 

a. Pneutos was used to describe perfume. 



b. Third, the word pneutos was used to describe music. It was used in particular to describe when a 
flautist would lift the instrument to his lips and breathe into the instrument. And when he breathed 
into the instrument, the wind or the breath would pass through and produce music — a new sound.

3. All three of these are in this word that can be translated God-breathed. 
a. This tells us that all Scripture carries within it the very creative power of God. 
b. Scripture brings to us the aroma or the perfume of Heaven. So if you feel your life is “stinking,” 
release the Word of God in your home, because it will change the “smell” of the atmosphere.
c. Pneutos or the breath of God: When God lifted human words to His mouth and breathed Scripture, 
He produced a melody that had never been heard. And when you bring the Word of God into your 
home, the music of Heaven enters in.

4. All of that is in this word meaning breath, from which we get the word “inspired.” 
C. Illustration: How do you blow up a balloon? Do you blow on the balloon? No, that wouldn’t do a 
thing. To change the form of the balloon, you have to breathe into it. Afterward, if we were to examine the 
molecules inside the balloon, we would find you inside the balloon — your DNA. 

1. God took human language, lifted it to His lips, and breathed into the spirits of the writers who were 
inspired — God-breathed. 

a. And when God breathed, the Word of God began to become a manifestation. First came the first 
five books of the Bible. 
b. Then God breathed again through the prophets of the Old Testament, and revelation began to 
expand. 
c. Then God breathed again and again — and the gospels about Jesus came. Then Paul, then Peter — 
and finally John came, and the book of Revelation was written.

2. Finally, when God was finished breathing into the writers, the giving of Scripture was complete. And 
the Bible we now have contains God’s very DNA inside every word. 
3. The Word carries the creative power of God, which causes us to be born again. It carries the DNA of 
God, the music and perfume of Heaven. And when we release this Book into our lives and act on it, it 
brings dynamic change into our lives, into our homes, and into our churches.  
4. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable or beneficial for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

a. This word “correction” demonstrates what the Word of God will do when it is released in a person’s 
life. 
b. The word “correction” describes a person who has been knocked flat but has suddenly been set upright 
on his feet again. Therefore, the Bible is literally teaching that when you take the Word into your life, 
it will get you up off your back — and if you’ve been knocked down, it will set you upright on your 
feet again.

5. 2 Timothy 3:17: “that the man of God may be perfect.” That word “perfect” means complete; mature; 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

a. “Thoroughly furnished” was a word that was most often used to describe a boat. 
6. There were simple boats you would simply row; this kind of boat wouldn’t take you very far. 

a. But then there were boats that were thoroughly furnished. They had a sail; they had everything 
needed for long-distance sailing. They were so outfitted, they could survive the roughest of waves and 
the worst of storms.
b. That is the word used here, which means when you take the Word of God into your life, it equips 
you. You’re no longer a short-distance sailor, but now you are thoroughly furnished. You’re going to 
make it through any storm that comes your way — through any storm that comes into your family or 
into your life — because the Word of God thoroughly furnishes. 

D. 2 Timothy 4:1: “I charge you therefore in light of the fact of what is going to happen in the last days” (see 
2 Timothy 3:1-14). You’ve been given the Scriptures, which are filled with the life and the power of God. 
The Word has the ability to bring correction; to lift people who have been knocked flat and put them back 
on their feet again. 
E. “I charge you therefore in light of all of this before God.”

1. The word “before” is the word in enopion, which could be translated within the very eyesight of.  
2. This word “appearing” describes something that is sudden; something that takes you off guard or takes you 



by surprise. 
a. This was a pagan word that Paul borrowed. In pagan culture, they believed that gods made surprise 
appearances. In fact, they believed it so much that they even stationed empty thrones in cities. That 
way if a god visited their city and no one knew that a god had come to town, there would be a place 
where the god could be seated and would feel welcomed in that city. 
b. That is the word which Paul used in this verse. 

3. He said, “I charge you therefore in light of all that I’ve said within the very eyesight of God Himself and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead.”
4. Now we find that Jesus doesn’t judge the dead only; He will also judge the “quick,” which is the 
word for the living, at His surprise appearance. 

a. The use of this word tells us that Christ makes surprise appearances to His people. 
b. Although the church may never see Him; He will never fill out a visitor’s card; and no one ever 
shakes His hand, Christ makes surprise appearances. He comes to see the condition of His Church 
and His people. 

III. The Seven Churches: The seven churches in the book of Revelation. Christ has been in all seven of 
those churches. In Revelation 1:2, it describes Christ as “the one that walketh.” 
A. Christ walked around those churches. But then when you go on to read Revelation 2:1, it’s “he walketh 
in the midst.” That means right in the very gut. An external view was just the beginning. Christ then 
stepped into the church. 

1. Jesus was so familiar with those seven churches that when He addressed them, He described intimate 
details that were not revealed to Him by prayer. 

a. To all seven of the churches, Christ said, “I know these things.” 
b. The word “know” doesn’t describe what you’ve heard from someone else, but what you know by 
personal observation. 
c. Christ had personally observed this; He had walked around and He had walked into those churches 
He knew. 

2. The church of Ephesus was a church that had lost its first love. The Church world didn’t know that. 
To the Church world, it was the biggest church that existed. It was the model church. But Christ saw 
what no one else had seen.
3. To the church of Smyrna, Christ said, “I know by personal observation; I’ve been there; I’ve seen it. I 
know your tribulation and your poverty.” 
4. He said to the church of Pergamum, “I know everything about you.” In fact, Jesus knew the church at 
Pergamum so intimately, He even named one of their church members by name. 
5. To the church of Thyatira, He said, “I have something against you because of that woman Jezebel.” The 
Greek doesn’t say “that woman.” It says “your woman.” The word “woman” is the word for wife. This 
means Jezebel was the wife of the pastor. That is how explicitly Christ knew these churches. He even 
knew what was happening between the pastor and his wife.
6. To Sardis, Jesus said, “You have a name that you’re alive, but I know; I’ve been there. I know this by 
personal observation — you are dying even as I speak to you.”
7. He said to the church of Philadelphia, “There is before you an open door.” Christ knew about them.  
8. And to the church of Laodicea, Christ said, “I know by what I’ve seen, by what I have experienced 
Myself.”

IV. The living judged
A. 2 Timothy 4:1,2: “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.”

1. Paul was telling Timothy and every believer who is serious that we better be on our toes, because 
Christ is not observing us from a distance; He is coming to see how serious we have been about our 
commitment.
2. What are we doing with the Bible we own? Christ will come to see what we have done with the Word 
in our lives and for others. He will make a surprise appearance, even to see what we’re preaching, how 
we’re listening, and how we’re responding to His Kingdom.  



3. With that in mind, church is not just something we do. Church is so serious that Christ comes in a 
special visitation.

B. 2 Timothy 4:2: “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine. 

1. When you declare the Word of God, it impacts people who are in sin. When you declare the Word of 
God, it breaks strongholds; it breaks the power of principalities. When you declare the Word of God, it 
releases a supernatural work.

a. Satan is always after the pulpit. He’s attacking the pulpit, not because of the individual, but because 
of what is declared from that pulpit.
b. The enemy wants to stop the light released through anointed words from that pulpit, because it is the 
highest-level warfare that can be engaged in. 

2. In season and out of season. That means when times are good and bad. It’s so much fun to preach when 
everybody is on your side and no newspapers are writing about you and everybody thinks you’re the 
greatest thing that’s ever happened. But Paul says, “Stay at your post even when it is out of season.” 

V. Threats against the Church
A. 2 Timothy 4:3: “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.”

1. The word “endure” can mean they can no longer stomach good doctrine. They don’t want it anymore; 
they’ve lost their taste for it. 

a. “Because of their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears.”
b. “Tell me something new; tell me something different. Please fulfill my curiosity.” We’ve heard the 
same thing over and over. 

2. Boredom only sets into the church when people become hearers only, because if you’re a doer of the 
Word, you will never have an opportunity to be bored. 

a.  You will be on your knees repenting before God as He works on your heart. 
b. The only people who get bored and go into the itching ears syndrome are people who go because it’s 
popular and fun to go. “Tell me something new. I’ve got a sense of curiosity.”

3.  2 Timothy 4:4: “They shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” The 
Greek word translated “fables” is where we get the word for myths.
4. The Bible doesn’t say that in the last days, people stop preaching and teaching. Rather, it says that men 
of great ability will stop what they were preaching and will start preaching something else. 
5. Paul says in Second Timothy 2:14, “Continue, continue, and continue” — because something happens 
when you change truth. 
6. 2 Timothy 4:4: “shall be turned unto fables” 

B. 1 Timothy 1:3: “As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine.”

1. Paul was saying, “Listen carefully, because in those days, they’re going to start teaching doctrine that has a 
different twist to it. It’s a doctrine of a different kind. It will be a twisted doctrine, something altered.” 

C. 2 Timothy 4:4: “Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies which minister questions and give 
rise to speculations.”

1. This is one way you know the difference between good teaching and bad teaching. Good teaching 
you can build your life on. But teaching that’s of a different kind — it might be fascinating; it might 
mesmerize you. But in the end, you might think, It’s a new revelation, but it goes nowhere. It doesn’t provide 
any solid answers. 

D. 2 Timothy 4:5: “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry.” 

1. If you take a sober approach to the Word of God and keep your head on straight, you better get ready 
to put up with some flak. 
2. There are going to be people who will accuse you of being a part of the old move. 

E. Paul said, “Endure afflictions.” This describes something mental that is really foul; a suffering of the mind as 
you’re enduring with people. Paul was saying, “Timothy, keep your head on straight. Don’t be like a silly drunk 
when it comes to the proclamation of the Word and doctrine. Keep your head on straight — and if that means you 



have to endure some afflictions, go ahead and endure afflictions!”
F. “Do the work of an evangelist.” The oldest usage known of the word “evangelist” was first used to 
describe a medium. That word “evangelist” was found on the grave tomb of an oracle, who was a pagan 
medium; one who was a channel or a voice for the spirit realm.

1. Now we find it in this context where Paul said, “Keep your head on straight when it comes to doctrine. If 
you’ve got to put up with afflictions, put up with afflictions.”
2. Then Paul used “evangelist” in its real usage, which means, “You be the clearest channel for the Word of 
God you can possibly be. You be a voice for the Word of God. You let it flow through you like you’re the clearest 
channel that has ever been.”

G. 2 Timothy 3:14: Paul said, “Continue.” People love the teaching of the Bible. People are hungry for the 
Bible because most people don’t get in it anymore. Where the Bible is taught, it has a sobering effect on 
people.

1. The Word of God is still sharper than any two-edged sword. It is still the answer for everybody. 
Whether it’s in written form or computer form, it is still the Word of God that has God’s breath breathed 
into it.
2. If you’ll take the Word into your heart and release it, it will put you on your feet again. It will fix your 
marriage and heal your kids. It will heal your body and deliver your head. 
3. Everything you need is in that Word, because the breath of God is in that Book.

H. It doesn’t matter what the government does. It doesn’t matter what the economy does. The Word of God 
is unchanging, and those who stand by it will abide. 
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