
I. Introduction: Believers must know how to deal with a spirit of
fear.

A. What you imagine stays with you.
1. That is why you have to be careful what you let into your brain.
2. Your mind is like a movie screen, and both the devil and the
Holy Spirit can use that movie screen.
3. Your imagination is an assistant to your faith. But if the devil
gets ahold of it, it will be a deterrent to your faith.
4. 2 Timothy 1:7 — “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

a. Deilia — “fear” (coward)
• RIV (Renner Interpretive Version): “God has not given you a
spirit of fear that turns you into a coward.”

b. When the spirit of fear is operating in your life, you can
become so seized that you are afraid of life itself.

5. Ephesians 6:11 — “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

a. Methodos — “wiles” (with a road)
• Methodos: meta — with; odos — a road. Compounded,
methodos means with a road.

b. When Satan comes to attack us, he does not come from
many different angles. Satan operates on a single avenue
of attack. He comes with a road, and he has an ultimate
destination.

6. 2 Corinthians 2:11 — “Lest Satan should get an advantage of
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.”

a. Neomata — “devices” (a mind that has become confused and
tormented; mind games)

• RIV translation: “We are not ignorant of the mind games that
Satan tries to pull on us.”

b. The ultimate destination is your mind.

B. Diabalos — “devil”
1. Dia: penetration; to penetrate someone from one side to the other
side. Balos: to throw something like a ball or like a rock; a repetitious
throwing.
2. In Greek, it describes one who repetitiously pounds away at an
object until he so wears it down that he is able to penetrate. This is
how the devil operates.

a. The constant dripping of little drops of water over a long
period of time accumulated together has the power to beat a
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hole through solid rock.
b. That’s why the devil never speaks a lie to you only once.

II. How the Devil Works

A. The devil will attempt to instill disbelief in your heart. (i.e., “You misunderstood the Scripture. If your
faith was right, surely God would have answered you by now.”)

1. When you are waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises, often you become tired. Satan will strike
in this moment of weakness.
2. The early believers to whom James was writing were suffering dearly and wondering if God was the
source of their trials.

a. In the book of James, James was writing primarily to a Jewish congregation. There was not a clear
revelation of the devil in the Old Testament.
b. When Jesus came, He began to separate light and darkness — what is the devil and what is God.

3. James 1:13 — “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither tempteth he any man.”

a. Often people think, Well, you know, I can count it all joy in minor conflicts and problems. But does the
Lord really expect me to use my faith and just stay on top whenever I’ve been beaten, stripped, and left for
dead?
b. Peiradzo — “tempted” (total and absolute destruction; the picture of smashing a clay vessel into dust)
c. Apo — “of” (to do something from a distance). The early believers were indirectly accusing God of
inflicting the troubles upon them.

B. James 1:14-16 — “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not
err, my beloved brethren.”

1. In verse 14 — “enticed” (In Greek, it is a fishing term meaning to bait someone; to cast a lure in front of
a fish)
2. In verse 15 — “Then when lust hath been conceived….” 

a. “Conceived” (refers to the physical act of sex, becoming pregnant; conception)
b. For someone to conceive, that person has to get very close to something.

3. The devil will make a lie seem enticing so you begin to ponder and meditate on it. Finally, the lie seems
so logical and reasonable that you embrace the lie. You take it deep into your thinking, and you conceive
that lie in your life. Eventually that lie will give birth to death.
4. In verse 16 — that is why James says, “Do not be deceived.” This is how the devil works. He wants us
to know how the enemy works to keep us from getting close to the lies of the enemy and allowing them
to be conceived in our minds.

C. If you know how the devil operates, you can stop him.
1. Mark 11:23-24 — “I assure you that whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the
sea’ and doesn’t waver but believes that what is said will really happen, it will happen. Therefore I say to
you, whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you will receive it, and it will be so for you.”
2. There is a connection between your heart and your mouth.

a. If the devil can fill you with disbelief and cause you to both believe and speak his lies, destruction
and death will be made manifest in your life. That’s when he knows he can take you down.
b. However, if you align your heart and your mouth to the Word of God, it releases a spiritual force
that can move mountains and bring things from the Spirit realm into the natural realm.
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