
M A I N  T E X T :

• Hebrews 12

I. Introduction: Hebrews 12
A. Follow (dioko) — a hunter follows the tracks and scent of the 
animal. (Hebrews 12:14)

1. Originally a hunting term, which is very significant in the 
context of this verse. It describes a hunter who put on his hunting 
gear and begins to follow the tracks of the animal.
2. In other places in the New Testament, it is translated as the 
word “persecute.”   

a. Persecution is strategic, not coincidental or accidental. 
Persecution is not someone giving you a dirty look.  It is 
something that is very deliberate, just like a hunter who goes 
after an animal. If you are going to persecute someone, you 
follow that person very deliberately. 

3. Application: Apply this concept to this verse. Hebrews says, 
“follow peace.” The Greek tense literally says, “follow, follow, follow, 
follow, follow, follow after peace.” 

a. Peace won’t come to you. If you want peace, you have to hunt 
for it. If you want peace, you have to make the determination 
you’re not going to stop until finally you and your wife have 
peace, you and your siblings have peace, etc. You’ve got to go 
after it until you capture it.
b. Follow peace; endeavor to keep the peace. In Ephesians 4, 
we are told to keep the peace. Once you find peace, you have 
to keep it. If you listen to the Holy Spirit, He will teach you to 
capture peace with your spouse, with your employer, with your 
children. He knows the key to that relationship in your life.

B. Holiness (hagios) — separate, sanctified, unique, different
1. This word describes something that is separate, sanctified, 
unique, different. In the Old Testament, there was the holy 
mountain of God. It was just a mountain; that’s all it was. 
But when the presence of God came on that mountain, His 
presence literally sanctified that mountain and separated it. It 
was no longer like any other mountain.
2. The Bible is called the Holy Bible. The word “Bible” is the 
Greek word biblios. It simply means a book, but when you 

O X F O R D 

N E E D

Box 7, 266 Banbury Road
Oxford OX2 7DL, England
+44 (7522) 443955
Email: europe@renner.org

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 4 2 - 5 5 9 3

renner@renner.org

Tulsa, USA 

www.renner.org 

C O N T A C T

If you need prayer, we are here for 
you! We believe in prayer at Renner 
Ministries. 

It would be our honor to pray with 
you regarding any need in your life. 

If you would like to speak to a 
member of our prayer team, please call 
1-800-742-5593 or email us at: 
prayer@renner.org
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attach the word “holy” to the front of it, it means it’s holy, separate, or different. There is no other book 
in this category; it is different than any other book on the entire earth. It is separate and holy.
3. The Bible calls us saints. When you were washed with the blood of the Lamb and the Holy Ghost 
came into your life and sealed you in your salvation, in that moment you were sanctified by the Spirit 
of God. You were separated from the human race, no longer to ever be part of common, dirty, worldly 
things. Although you were a human, now you are a separated human being — holy and sanctified.

a. In the context of this verse, “follow after peace” means habitually and regularly follow, follow, follow 
after peace with all men and holiness. It literally means “and be different.”
b. The world has the option to be ugly; to be unkind; or to answer rendering for rendering or railing 
for railing. But when you’re a child of God, you are separated from the rest of the world and you’ve 
lost that option.

C. See — to be immediately admitted into the presence of God.
1. If you want to have revival in your life, you’d better do something about that attitude. If you want to 
be admitted into the supernatural presence of God — that place where God moves and His glory changes 
you — you’ve got to get the strife out of your life. Strife, unforgiveness, and bitterness are blockers that 
will prohibit you from being admitted into the presence of God. 

a. This is the very reason you can sit in a meeting and watch everyone else be radically touched by 
the Spirit of God while you’re not touched at all. You feel nothing whatsoever, and you wonder what 
is wrong with you.

II. Conclusion: Luke 24:49. Jesus said to the disciples, “Tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you be endued 
with power from on High.”

A. In obedience to Jesus, they all went to the city of Jerusalem, entered the upper room, and shut the door. 
Those 120 stayed in that room behind locked doors day after day after day. What do you think they did 
during that time?
B. They were all sitting in the same room looking at each other. There were so many mixed personalities 
inside that room. Peter was there, along with John, one of the “sons of thunder.” They didn’t get along with 
each other. But the Bible tells us in Acts 2 that when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all in 
one place and with one accord.
C.  “One accord”: That means the 120 were finally symphonizing together; they were no longer at odds. 
Something happened, and they were symphonizing — making one sound. It was melodious; it was 
harmonious in that room. And the moment they were in one accord, the Bible says there was a sound like a 
rushing, mighty wind!

1. The Early Church had been waiting for the Day of Pentecost, but the truth was, God was waiting for 
them to get into one accord. 
2. The moment every issue was dealt with and they got in one accord — BAM! In came a rushing mighty 
wind! The very moment they got into one accord, all of them were immediately admitted into the 
tangible, supernatural presence of God.

D.  Application: Do you have any issues in your personal life that are stopping you from fully experiencing 
the presence of God? If you are sure you’re saved, then you know that if you died tonight, you’d go to 
Heaven. But how would you like to have a little Heaven right now?  God wants to fill you! He wants to 
overflow your life with joy and fulfill every expectation in your life. But what kind of blockers do you have 
going on in your life? Is there unforgiveness toward someone in your past? Offense?

1. God is going to require you to get that relationship right. Follow after peace with all men and holiness.  
2. You are required to act differently from everybody else. Otherwise, you’ll never be admitted into the 
immediate, tangible, wonderful presence of God. 
3. That’s why He said to me three times, “Do you want revival? Do you really want revival? Do you really 
want revival?” I couldn’t receive it until I got it right.

E. Prayer: (2 Peter 2:3) Holy Spirit, I ask You to examine my heart. Right now I ask You to touch my heart and 
enable me to see if there’s anything that has prohibited me from entering into Your presence. Forgive me for the 
times I’ve yielded to the flesh. Forgive me for not forgiving others when I have been forgiven of so much. Forgive 
me, Lord, for not showing mercy when I’ve been shown so much mercy. Holy Spirit, tonight I ask You to touch my 
heart. Show me those things in me that need to change. I ask You to give me the courage to do what is right. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



How To Have Peace in Your Relationships (2-CD series)
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Are you struggling in some of your relationships? In this series, Rick leads 
you step-by-step on the journey toward obtaining God’s supernatural peace 
with the people in your life. Through Rick’s strong biblical teaching, coupled 
with his own personal experiences with tough relationships, you will discover 
how you, too, can pursue peace in every situation. If you have almost 
lost hope that you will ever enjoy a smooth and harmonious relationship 
with certain individuals, take heart! The Lord wants to reveal His plan for 
bringing true peace to every relationship in your life.
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