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On heritage & tradition... 
”Delta Gamma Fraternity has been a leader in every decade since the 
beginning of our existence; we developed programs before our members 
knew they needed them; we have university and college presidents among 
our members; we have women in Congress, we have successful 
professionals in every field; and we have women who are just as 
successful in their chosen roles of homemaker and mother. It is this kind of 
diversity that Delta Gamma has encouraged. It is the kind of diversity that 
has made Delta Gamma strong. 

 
It is a diversity that happens because of the support we give to our 
members to help them make the right choices for themselves and their 
future.” 

 

Maureen Sweeney Syring, Nu-Idaho 
Fraternity President 1986-90 
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WELCOME TO DELTA GAMMA 
With this packet, you should have also received a copy of The Shield. While The Shield is to serve as an instructional 
manual for undergraduate members, this notebook is to serve as a supplement to that publication for the alumna 
initiate. Some of the information is duplicated in both manuals, but only that which we believe is really important. This 
manual is to give you a better understanding of Delta Gamma and your role as an alumna initiate. Do not hesitate to 
ask questions or get involved. Take full advantage of all that Delta Gamma has to offer you. 

 

WHICH IS IT….FRATERNITY OR SORORITY? 
You may have noticed that we refer to both fraternities and sororities. That is because National Panhellenic 
Conference has 15 women’s fraternities, including Delta Gamma, and 11 sororities. All of the early women’s fraternal 
groups 1867–1873 were called fraternities because they modeled themselves after men’s groups and took their 
name from the Greek word, phrater, which means “people of common interest.” It has no gender connotation. In 
1874, the advisor for Gamma Phi Beta coined the word “sorority” after the Latin word for sister, soror. After 1874, 
each of the groups had the choice to call themselves fraternity or sorority. 

 

ALUMNA INITIATE PROGRAM 
While membership in Delta Gamma begins during one’s college years, there are special times when the Council of 
Delta Gamma approves the Initiation of qualified candidates who are not collegians, but have demonstrated a 
significant relationship with the Fraternity and have a desire to fulfill a special role in support of a collegiate chapter or 
alumnae group. Unlike the collegiate chapter recruitment process, the alumna initiate program focuses more on the 
recommendation of a potential candidate by a Delta Gamma chapter, alumnae group or sister in good standing. 

Alumnae initiates enjoy full privileges of alumnae membership. They may serve the Fraternity in any capacity and are 
expected to be participating alumnae by choosing an avenue of involvement suited to them- joining an alumnae 
group or supporting a collegiate chapter. 

ALUMNA INITIATION CEREMONY 
Initiation will occur in conjunction with the closest local collegiate chapter; the alumna initiate will ultimately be an 
initiate of that chapter. If there is not a local collegiate chapter, the alumna initiate and her sponsor should work with 
the Regional Alumnae Specialist and Alumnae Services Administrator to determine the chapter and timing of 
initiation. 
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THE RITUAL 
Women’s fraternities/sororities are organizations for women of all ages that provide character-developing 
opportunities. Membership typically begins in college, but benefits of membership extend a lifetime. Whether it is a 
career seminar with alumnae, an exchange with another Panhellenic organization, or a philanthropic project, Delta 
Gamma is responsible for building well-rounded women. Delta Gamma’s diversity enhances the fraternity 
experience. In one chapter alone, there can be biology majors, communication majors, business majors, 
cheerleaders, volleyball players, student class presidents, members from big cities, rural America, even international 
members. 

 
With so much diversity, one common bond brings these women together with the same common interest. The ritual 
of Delta Gamma unites all members from every chapter. The ritual differentiates Delta Gamma from other women’s 
Greek letter organizations, the tennis team, the debate team, or the local business fraternity. The ritual of Delta 
Gamma is what defines the Fraternity; it is the single most defining factor of Delta Gamma. 

 
The Initiation ceremony of Delta Gamma is the most sacred and treasured of our rituals. To someone who has never 
gone through an Initiation ceremony before, it is filled with love, friendship and the warm bonds of sisterhood. Our 
rituals, practices and programming are all values-based. Delta Gamma’s nine-week New Member Pursuit offers new 
members the opportunity to learn about Delta Gamma and its history and gives them time to assimilate into fraternity 
life before being initiated. 

 
Before Initiation, you will participate in an Inspiration ceremony, which is a special time during which you will be 
surrounded by sisterhood to prepare you for Initiation. It is during Initiation where you will learn about the meanings 
and proceedings of Delta Gamma. After Initiation, we will review the secret rituals revealed during Initiation. You will 
enter the same bonds of sisterhood that all Delta Gamma members have shared since 1873. We share the same 
values set forth by our three Founders and they are beacons that guide us as Delta Gammas in all we do. 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INITIATION 
An alumna initiate must meet a few requirements before going through the ritual of Initiation. These requirements are 
the same for all prospective members of Delta Gamma Fraternity. Every prospective new member must be 
sponsored by a member and selection is based upon five points of the membership star: 

• character 
• education and scholarship 
• interests and talents 
• activities and honors 
• personal development 

 
HISTORY OF DELTA GAMMA 
Delta Gamma was founded in 1873 in Oxford, Mississippi at the Lewis School for Girls. 

 

Name the three Founders of Delta Gamma: 
1. Anna Boyd Ellington 
2. Eva Webb Dodd 
3. Mary Comfort Leonard 

 
Motto: “Do Good.” 
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Circumstances Surrounding Forming 
Due to inclement weather and a terrible surge of yellow fever in Mississippi, our Founders remained at school 
over the Christmas holiday. They made plans for a club, wrote the first Constitution and Bylaws and prepared to 
initiate other members. 

 
SYMBOLS 

 

H- The original badge of our Founders was the letter “H”. This symbolized hope, which was our 
Founders’ Watchword. 

 

Badge- Only initiated members wear the official badge of the Fraternity. In 1877, the “H” badge 
changed to an anchor, which is the traditional symbol for hope. 

 

Fraternity Flower- the cream-colored rose. Fraternity colors are bronze, pink and blue. 

 

 
 

Crest- The crest of Delta Gamma has special meaning to its members. The colors of the crest 
are cream for the rose at the apex of the crest; gold for the three, five five-pointed stars on the 
shield, the rope around the shield and outline of the scroll ribbon; burnt maize for the flanking 
ornaments of the rose and the Greek letters, Tau Delta Eta; blue for the lower two-thirds of the 
shield; green for the upper third and center section of the shield and the leaves of the rose; and 
rose for the Greek letters Delta Gamma which appear on the center section. 

DG FIRSTS 
• The first fraternity to establish an independent philanthropic foundation in Ohio, 1951 
• One of the seven original women’s groups that began the National Panhellenic Conference 
• The first and only Panhellenic group to have its flower registered with the American Rose Society – the 

“Delta Gamma” rose. 
 

DG FUN FACTS 
• George Banta was the only man ever to be initiated into the Fraternity. 
• The oldest alumnae chapter in continued existence is the Lincoln, Nebraska chapter. 
• The state with the greatest number of alumnae is California with 15,665 members. 
• The oldest collegiate chapter in continued existence is Eta at Akron University, Ohio. 
• Some notable DGs include Joan Lunden, Patricia Heaton and US Senator Mary Landrieu. 

 
FOUNDERS DAY 
Founders Day: March 15 (or a date as close as possible) was chosen to honor the founding of Eta chapter at the 
University of Akron, which had proposed and urged a National Reunion Day. Founders Day did not replace Reunion 
Day as a way to remember the Founders until 1946 Convention after the three Founders had passed away. 
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THE MISSION OF DELTA GAMMA 
 To foster high ideals of friendship among women, promote educational and cultural interests; create a 

true sense of social responsibility and to develop character. 
 To form chapters of women, college students and alumnae, who have a sincere interest in a heritage 

rich in sisterhood. 
 To give inspiration and encouragement to its members. 

 
THE GOVERNANCE OF DELTA GAMMA 
Delta Gamma is governed by a biennial meeting called Convention, which is composed of one delegate from 
each collegiate and alumnae chapter, the members of Council, the Executive Director, the regional officers, the 
National Panhellenic Conference delegate and alternate delegates, and those chairmen and/or directors as may be 
designated by Council. 

 
Between Conventions, Council conducts fraternity business and the Cabinet and Council gather at Officer 
Training Seminar (OTS). 

 
COUNCIL 
The officers that comprise Council are as follows: 
Fraternity President 
Council Trustee: Collegians  
Council Trustee: Alumnae 
Council Trustee: Fraternity Programming  
Council Trustee: Membership 
Council Trustee: Finance 
Council Trustee: Communications 
National Panhellenic Delegate (Appointed by Council as an ex-officio member of Council with voice but no vote.) 

 
DELTA GAMMA EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Delta Gamma Executive Offices 
3250 Riverside Drive 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 
614-481-8169 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
ALUMNAE GROUPS 
Upon graduation, members are encouraged to remain active in Delta Gamma as alumnae and to affiliate with a 
local alumnae group for the continued benefits of sisterhood and for shared Service for Sight. Those who do not 
have a local alumnae group nearby or who live abroad are encouraged to join our virtual alumnae group: Delta 
Gamma's Virtual Alumnae Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/314293814965/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/314293814965/
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Online Technology 
DG website: www.deltagamma.org 
DG website Library: https://www.deltagamma.org/library 
Facebook: Delta Gamma's Facebook Page 
LinkedIn: Delta Gamma LinkedIn 
Twitter: @deltagamma 
Instagram: deltagamma_eo 
Address Changes: Send to addresschange@deltagamma.org or change online. 

 
Delta Gamma has over  collegiate chapters and over  alumnae groups 

 
My Delta Gamma chapter of Initiation is:   . 
My alumnae group is:  Our annual local dues of: $  are due every July, 1st. 

 
Per Capita dues, payable to the Fraternity are $25 
and are due every July, 1st. 

 
There are 8 regions covering the US, Canada and 
England. My region is  . The Regional 
Alumnae Specialist overseeing my group is 
  . 

 
 
 
 
 
PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

 To have social and networking opportunities with Delta Gammas all over the world. 
 To make friendships with many Delta Gammas who share the same ideals. 
 To have opportunities at Conventions to broaden friendships to include members from other alumnae 

chapters. 
 To find opportunities for leadership 

 
STATEMENT OF OBLIGATION 
A binding document between the Fraternity and an initiated member that outlines her responsibilities to Delta 
Gamma. 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP 

 To represent the Fraternity positively at all times. 
 To uphold the Oath of Friendship and the Oath of Secrecy. 
 To pay your per capita and local dues. 
 To cultivate broad friendships and 
 To volunteer on an executive board, collegiate advisory team, House Corporation board or regional team. 
 To attend local alumnae group events. 
 To sponsor a potential new member. 
 To participate in Fraternity and/or Foundation projects in your area. 

http://www.deltagamma.org/
https://www.deltagamma.org/library
https://www.facebook.com/deltagamma/?fref=ts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/delta-gamma
mailto:addresschange@deltagamma.org
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FRATERNITY PUBLICATION 
Dues paying members receive, the ANCHORA, the Fraternity magazine, issued quarterly. 

 
INDIVIDUAL ALUMNAE AWARDS 
We have nine individual awards: 

 The Cable Award 
 The Loyalty Award 
 The Oxford Award 
 The Shield Award 
 The Anchor Award 
 The Order of the Delta Gamma Rose 
 The Stellar Award (given at the local chapter level) 
 Schmoker Alumna Principled Leadership Award 
 The Courage Award 

 
PHILANTHROPY 
Our philanthropy was inspired by Ruth Billow, Eta- Akron, who was blind: Service for Sight. 

 
DELTA GAMMA FOUNDATION 
The Delta Gamma Foundation, Inc., created in 1951, as a tax-exempt, nonprofit organization, is the charitable 
arm of Delta Gamma Fraternity. Its mission is to support the educational and charitable goals of Delta Gamma 
Fraternity through philanthropic endeavors. 

 
Projects and Benefits 
The diverse projects of Delta Gamma Foundation are designed to: 

 provide programming that enables its members to contribute on the community 
• through its philanthropy of Service for Sight – providing aid to the blind and VI 
 scholarships, fellowships (anchor grants) 
 interest-free loans 
 leadership and educational programming such as the Lewis 
 assistance to members in crisis through the sisters helping sisters program 
 Joining Forces 

The Foundation is governed by the Delta Gamma Foundation Constitution and Articles of Incorporation, the 
Convention and the Foundation Board of Trustees. The work of the Foundation is financed by gifts from collegiate 
chapters, alumnae groups, individual members and their friends/relatives, other foundations, Foundation fund raising, 
investment income and Fraternity allocations authorized by the Board of Trustees. 
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN DELTA GAMMA 
 
Alumnae Groups 
Becoming involved with an area alumnae group offers many opportunities. Alumnae groups are the primary alumnae 
relations vehicles in a geographic area and provide fun social activities and meaningful interaction to all its members. 
In addition, they can be very helpful to local collegiate chapters by- providing advisers, career counseling, 
sponsorship and recruitment support. Alumnae groups provide ideal networking opportunities for old and new 
alumnae and also can help members of an undergraduate chapter. An alumnae group typically takes its name from 
the geographic area it covers or the major city within which it is located. 

 
House Corporation 
The chapter officers, the house director and the advisers are responsible for operating the chapter house, lodge, 
suite, apartment or room and for seeing that members take care of the property, including furniture and decorations. 
For chapters without housing, house corporations save for possible future housing and pay rent for meeting, storage, 
office space and/or space for special events. 

 
Advisory Team 
The purpose of the advisory team members is to serve as resources and mentors for the women in the 
undergraduate chapter, provide guidance for the Fraternity, and be liaisons between the undergraduate chapter, 
Executive Offices and the house corporation or the alumnae group. 

 
The advisory team chair, (ATC) and the other advisers coach and guide the collegiate officers with their collegiate 
offices and offer their mature judgment to help resolve issues that may arise. They counsel the chapter regarding 
Fraternity policies to ensure that good public relations are maintained and attend meetings of the chapter and boards 
as prescribed for their areas of supervision. 
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DELTA GAMMA SONGS 
 
The Delta Gamma Sound Cloud 
You can find a collection of recorded Delta Gamma sounds in our Delta Gamma Sound Cloud, In the Key of DG. 
https://soundcloud.com/dgeosongs/sets/in-the-key-of-dg 

https://soundcloud.com/dgeosongs/sets/in-the-key-of-dg
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