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By Mary Frances Schjonberg, Episcopal News Service  
The Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops, con-

cluding its six-day retreat meeting at Camp Allen in
Navasota, Texas, has posted a draft of the long-awaited
95-page report titled “Same-Sex Relationships in the
Life of the Church” on the College for Bishops’ web-
site here.

“For a generation and more the Episcopal
Church and the wider Anglican Communion have
been engaged in a challenging conversation about sex-
ual ethics, especially regarding same-sex relationships
in the life of the church,” Theology Committee Chair
and Alabama Bishop Henry Parsley wrote in the
report’s preface. “The hope of this work is that serious
engagement in theological reflection across differences
will build new bridges of understanding.”

The House of Bishops had asked its theology
committee in 2009 — prior to the 76th meeting of
General Convention — to study the theology of same-
gender relationships. In its report to the convention
the committee said that the study would be “designed
to reflect a full spectrum of views and to be a contribu-
tion to the listening process of the Anglican
Communion, as well as to the discussion of this sub-
ject in our province.” The committee said the study
would be “a long-term, multi-step project that is
designed to be completed in 2011.”

Diocese of Nebraska Bishop Joe Burnett said dur-
ing a post-meeting news conference that as members
of the bishops’ theology committee he and Parsley
acted as consultants to the group of theologians, along
with Charry.

“I think the house believes that the progress that
was made both in terms of the more well-known con-
servative viewpoint, for lack of a better term, as well as
the creative theological work of the more liberal
group, again for lack of a better term to characterize
them, did provide some new theological insight and

grist for conversation,” he said. “But we all believe and
are of a mind that there is more work to be done in
pursuing strictly theological and biblical insights that
will give the church some kind of resource to work
toward finding a way to live together in the midst of
some rather strong differences among many of our
members, clergy and congregations.” 

While meeting in Anaheim, California, General
Convention passed Resolution C056, which calls in
part for the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music, in consultation with the House of Bishops, to
collect and develop theological resources for the bless-
ing of same-gender blessings with a report due to
come to the 2012 General Convention.

In a related matter, Suffragan Bishop Paul
Lambert, Diocese of Dallas, wrote that the church’s
recent majority decision to consent to the ordination
and consecration of the Rev. Canon Mary Glasspool as
a bishop suffragan for the Diocese of Los Angeles was
discussed by bishops at the meeting, but not in a for-
mal way during a plenary session.

“Of course, her presence at our meeting makes it
difficult to discuss this openly and honestly, both for
her and the house gathered,” Lambert wrote. “I bid
your prayers that we may have a spirit of mutual
respect and forbearance for all involved. I do believe
that we will do so with sensitivity and concern for all.”

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori,
Burnett and the other bishops who spoke at the news
conference, including Diocese of Kansas Bishop Dean
Wolfe (the house’s vice president), Diocese of
Pittsburgh Bishop Kenneth Price (house secretary) and
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania Bishop Nathan Baxter,
confirmed that Glasspool’s pending ordination and
consecration was not part of the agenda and was not
discussed during the times when bishops had conver-
sations with their table companions.
Also during the Camp Allen gathering the bishops:

• elected two bishops on March 24, including the
Rev. Dr. James “Jay” Magness as the sixth bishop suf-
fragan for federal ministries and the Rev. Canon
David Bailey as bishop of the Navajoland Area
Mission.

• heard, in Wolfe’s words, “living-giving” presentations
about the emergent church, a “compelling report”
from Diocese of Haiti Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin
about the church’s needs in the wake of the Jan. 12
magnitude-7 earthquake, received a briefing from its
Title IV Review Committee and issued a letter express
“solidarity” with the people of El Salvador and their
“condemnation of the attempted assassination” of
Bishop Martín Barahona. 
• discussed the challenges facing theological educa-
tion, especially what Price called “the financial crisis of
the General Theological Seminary.” “The house
expressed its concern and particularly asked that a
committee that the presiding bishop has appointed to
look into theological education continue its work and
that it be in touch not only with General Seminary but
other seminaries as well,” Price said. 

Wolfe added that “it was noted that in the midst
of great crisis there was also great opportunity for cre-
ative solutions and re-visioning theological education.”

Concluding the briefing, Price said that in his 15
years of attending House of Bishops meetings he
always “comes away energized, but this time particu-
larly I was impressed with the depth of the discussion
and the diversity amongst the bishops, and yet at the
same time the unity that we feel as the House of
Bishops and our support for one another.”
The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is a national corre-
spondent for the Episcopal News Service and
Episcopal News Monthly editor. 

Bishops’ theology committee publishes 
draft report on same-gender relationships

Editor’s note: Referenced in Schjonberg’s report is
the consent to the Rev. Mary’s Glasspool’s election as
Suffragan Bishop in the Diocese of Los Angeles.  In
Mississippi, the Standing Committee, in a split vote,
agreed to consent to Glasspool’s election.  Bishop
Gray III voted against consent. RSL+

By Bishop Duncan Gray III
As we move into the Great Fifty Days of

Easter, I invite you into a spiritual discipline that
has become very important to me during my epis-
copate. One of the “job descriptions” given to a
bishop in the service of consecration is to pro-
claim Christ’s resurrection and “to testify to
Christ’s sovereignty as Lord of lords and King of
kings.” (BCP, p.517)

As clear as it sounds there are times when I,
and I imagine most of us, act as though those
words are only theoretical, but hardly the reality
of our lives. Too often I live as though the deaths
and tragedies of life are forever, and that the
effect human sin is the final word spoken about
the human condition. To put it more bluntly,
sometimes I (we) live as people without hope.
Thus, the spiritual discipline of Lent that forces

me to look in brutal honesty at the brokenness of
life, gives way to a new discipline in Easter -
something I call “practicing resurrection” 

The aging athlete within me knows full well
that, left to its own device, my golf swing deterio-
rates at a predictable rate. It must be practiced
regularly in order to become something that is
not foreign to my body. Hope is not something
that comes easily, or naturally to us. It, too, can
be crushed by life during a lengthy period of spiri-
tual inactivity. To practice resurrection is to make
the commitment (yes, it often must begin with a
choice) to live as though no pain or sorrow, no
choice or action, no feeling or thought, is beyond
the redemptive powers of God in Christ. To prac-
tice resurrection means to choose to believe and
act in faith that the God who took the worst we
humans could do - the crucifixion of the Beloved

Son - and made it the vehicle of grace and healing
and hope, will take the offering of our lives and
make them into something beyond our imagina-
tion.

In the midst of our ongoing church conflicts,
I have tried to practice resurrection - choosing to
believe that God would use the pain of this
moment for God’s purposes; purposes that are
not absolutely clear to any of us. I make that con-
scious decision to choose hope before my meet-
ings with the House of Bishops. Sometimes I
leave those meetings without much more than my
commitment to believe. However, sometimes I
return with signs of resurrection that I can share.
Such is the case at our last meeting in March at
Camp Allen in the Diocese of Texas.

At this meeting the familiar issues were cer-
tainly with us. The Theology Committee present-
ed two starkly different papers on the nature of
the Sacrament of Marriage. The Rev. Mary

Glaspool, whose consents to her election had
recently been received, was there with other
recently elected (and consented to) bishops. But,
unlike some earlier meetings, these matters did
not dominate our gathering.

Rather the energy level was extraordinarily
high for a series of discussions on “Around our
Table,” an exhaustive survey on the identity of the
Episcopal Church. In both presentations and dis-
cussions we delved, for the first time in my mem-
ory, into two significant items arising from that
survey - the Incarnation and salvation, and their
relationship with one another.

We also spent a day and a half with sociolo-
gists and historians who helped us better under-
stand the mission landscape of our culture. They
were followed by several practitioners of what is
being called the emergent church movement - a
recovery of ancient church practices within very
contemporary and nontraditional contexts (think 

Reflections on Bishops’ meeting
Editor’s note: The piece below was written by Bishop Gray who attended the House of Bishops’ meeting at Camp Allen.  His experience augments the Episcopal News Service article which is a compilation of “the
facts” given to reporters who were not allowed into this gathering which was considered more of a retreat than a regular meeting of the House of Bishops. RSL+

continued on page 2
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Holy Week, like Lent, has come and gone.  We have had our long-awaited Alleluias.  Now we are in
the Glorious Fifty Days.  But, are they so glorious?  For many of us, if not most, our lives have
returned to the mundane, the normal.  We spent the six weeks of Lent anticipating.  We had Easter.
Now what?I think that we need to be mindful still, of the anticipation.  Jesus is coming!  Again!
Regardless of how many times we have heard the story we must continue to tell ourselves that He is
coming.  Again.  We are Easter people and even when sometimes is seems illogical we must remind
ourselves.  He is Coming!  Again!  Fr. Jud Meadors, Rector of Grace Church, Canton had a similar
thought in this essay from a year ago.  

I was really struck by the Day by Day meditation yesterday on this verse from 1 John: “The dark-
ness is passing away and the true light is already shining.”

The writer said that Easter is counter-intuitive. That while it is still winter in Indiana, all dark and
gray, the sandhill cranes, red-wing blackbirds, and robins all arrive to herald spring long before it is
fully there. They begin their migration before all the evidence is in. He says that we, as an Easter peo-
ple, are to do the same.

We are to be salt and light in a world that is full of darkness and numbing suffering-even when it
does not make sense. The cranes left tropical climes to head toward Indiana. A squadron of robins
arrived there last year during a snowstorm. But what they did was right, since the world their actions
anticipated was arriving. Our new and fully redeemed world is coming, too. Do we believe this? Do we
trust this? Are we willing to take counterintuitive, costly, joyous steps toward God’s new order of life
using our trust and our love? 

The meditation reminded me of the Easter Day  picture of our parish children someone posted
on our bulletin board in the parish hall. Have you perhaps seen it? It will make your heart sing to look
at those faces! I know that my heart does when I see them each week at the altar rail as they reach out
to receive Christ! That is a wonderful glimpse of what the fullness of the Kingdom of God will look
like, I think.

When I look at the picture, I am also reminded of the suffering of children in our state and world.
I think I have finally realized that when I look fully at such a picture and my images of those faces at
the altar rail, and let them take their rightful place in my heart, then I can look at the suffering of chil-
dren without blinking and turning away.

That suffering is not the last word. Christ is there, redeeming it. When Easter comes in its fullness,
it will not remain. And with God’s help, maybe I can somehow share their suffering and do what I can
to live in solidarity with them. I sense such a call. 

What will I, what will we do, with God’s help, to show the world that we are God’s Easter people?
Christ’s Peace, Jud+

By Denny Allman

Ring Around the Collar

Correction
In the Snow Church Photo Contest layout published in the March edition of the MSE, one photog-
rapher with honorable mention was incorrectly identified.  The outstanding close up of the snow
covered Camellias was shot by Greenville photographer Alice Virden whose sharp eye for photo-
graphic art has recorded many Delta scenes and images at St. James’, Greenville.  The Editor
apologizes for the error.

St. Thomas outreach team engages
nursing home ministry

Each Friday at 3:00 p.m. a team of four or five St. Thomas, Diamondhead communicates travel to
Woodland Village Nursing Center on the Coast to bring a worship service to the residents.  Once a
month the rector, the Rev. Bill White, celebrates Holy Eucharist, but all other weeks the worship is car-
ried out by lay people in the church, many of whom are Diocesan Lay Worship Leaders.  When Holy
Eucharist is not celebrated, the team officiates a service of Evening Prayer. 

The team has recently added recorded hymns that are favorites for the residents.
“Woodland Village is a nursing home that offers high levels of care,” said Senior Warden Patty

Hourin.  “ That’s why our ministry is so important.  This is front-line outreach.  We are bringing people
who clearly know the Lord from their younger days, but no longer can experience him in a church-like
setting.”

April 2010

Bishop’s Mission Corps). The excitement about 
what God might be doing through old forms in
new ways was contagious. I even generated lots
of energy about an effort to re-envision General
Convention and significant support to find a bet-
ter model of being the church gathered!

There was considerable interest and positive
energy around a presentation on the revised
Anglican Covenant. “Tone down the apocalyptic
language” we were told, and enter faithfully into
a conversation about what it means to be both
autonomous and interdependent within the

Anglican Communion. It was our best discussion
yet on this matter.

The economists talk about “green shoots” in
the economy. I think I’m beginning to see “green
shoots’ in the church. Of course, there continue
to be problems, conflicts, and lawsuits. From time
to time incredibly stupid discussions are held.

But I, for one, will not give up hope. I will
practice resurrection. I will choose to live as
though it is still God’s world; it is still Christ’s
Church; and it is still the Holy Spirit whose work
of redemption transcends all our imperfect acts
of obedience.

Practice resurrection!

Bishops’ meeting
Continued from page 1
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March 1 - Sabbath time. Lunch with Peter and
Giulianna as they drop off two “grand dogs” for
us to care for while they take a few days of vaca-
tion leave.
March 2 - Staff meetings throughout the morn-
ing. Afternoon appointments with the Rev.
Melanie Lemburg and the Rev. Dr. Ruth Black.
Light afternoon conversation with a group of
people deeply involved in the lives of the
Sudanese community to think about next steps
in this important ministry.
March 3 - After morning appointment with my
tax preparer, I drive to Meridian for the day.
Lunch with the Rev. Luther Ott, interim rector at
St. Paul’s, Meridian. Afternoon session with the
Rev. Jeff Reich and the Rev. Karl Shaffenburg to
discuss a new emerging model of the Bishop’s
Mission Corp.

In the evening, I participate with Bishop
Hope Ward of the United Methodist Church in
our annual celebration of the Feast of John and
Charles Wesley. In response to the Interim
Eucharistic Agreement signed by both of our
national churches two years ago, Bishop Ward
and I have committed to our annual celebration
of our common faith and tradition on March 3 of
each year. Tonight I celebrate at the Church of
the Mediator, and Bishop Ward is the preacher
as we join with the congregations of Haven
Chapel UMC and Mediator in a wonderful wor-
ship experience. After a dinner at the District
Office of the UMC, I return to Jackson late.
March 4 - Morning telephone appointment with
Sewanee representative. Spend most of the day
with the Executive Committee, then finish up in
the office.
March 5 - In office in morning. Appointment
with Mike Huseth of LESM. Leave for Gray
Center to have lunch with the Right Reverend
Greg Rickel and his staff as they are in the dio-
cese to train a new generation of stewardship
consultants in this diocese.

Afternoon with stewardship participants
and continue at supper with members of the
Commission on Ministry. The COM works well
into the evening.
March 6 - Commission on Ministry meeting at
Gray Center through lunch. In the evening,
Kathy and I take my parents to the Jackson 2000
Friendship Ball where my father is honored
along with Dr. Aaron Shirley.
March 7 - Up very early to drive to the coast for
a visitation to St. Peter’s by the Sea, Gulfport.
Pre-worship session with the confirmands. At the
main service I preach, celebrate and confirm

eight. Full lunch follows, then good “check in”
meeting with the vestry. Very good spirit in this
congregation.

Drive to Pass Christian to walk through the
new nave of Trinity Church. This is the first
Sunday for the congregation to be back home.
There are still several things to be completed
before we officially dedicate the facility in May,
but the sense of joy and anticipation is clearly
present.

Drive back to Biloxi for appointment with
the Rev. Harold Roberts. Return home in the
evening.
March 8 - Sabbath time.
March 9 - Staff meetings in the morning.
Afternoon appointments with Ms. Lynn Ronaldi,
the Rev. Margaret Ayers and the Rev. Jennifer
Deaton.
March 10 - In office all day. Annual consultation
with the Rev. Jim Carlyle. Meet with the Deacons
Council through much of the middle of the day.
Late afternoon appointment with the Rev. Greg
Proctor.
March 11 - Morning at home answering mail.
Late morning appointment and lunch with Dr.
Anita George.

Afternoon appointment with Will Lowry.
March 12 - Annual consultation with the Rev.
Harriet Simmons in the morning. Middle of the
day spent with the Standing Committee of the
diocese. Afternoon meeting with the Trustees of
the diocese. Very full day.
March 13 - Work weekend at Gray Center spon-
sored by the Camp-Bratton Green Alumni
Association. My contribution is to continue my
tree planting efforts around the conference cen-
ter lake.

In the evening, I join with the clergy, vestry
and spouses of the Chapel of the Cross in
Madison for dinner and conversation. A lovely
evening. 
March 14 - Annual visitation to the Chapel of
the Cross. At the earlier service, I preach, cele-
brate, confirm 7 and receive 2. Between services
I teach an adult class, something that I greatly
enjoy, but rarely am able to do. At the later serv-
ice, I preach, celebrate and confirm 10. Dinner
on the grounds follows the later service. Good
time to visit on such a beautiful day.

After lunch, I drive to Gray Center for the
closing service of the Cursillo Weekend. Great
joy and enthusiasm. I am so appreciative of the
time and energy offered by so many to keep the
ministry of Cursillo alive in this diocese.

The Bishop’s Journal The BBQ is Back!
By Crystal Skelton 

One of the year’s finest and most fun
opportunities for fellowship as “one church” is
just around the corner! The Bishop’s Barbeque
will take place in the splendor of Gray Center on
May 29 (Memorial Day Weekend).  The trade-
mark activities of this annual event will all be
back including the terrific Silent Auction, live
music, and of course, the delicious barbeque
smoked by some of our own Diocesean master
barbequers. This year’s activities will include two
first-ever special events that are sure to become
annual favorites: the Bishop’s Hog Jog and the
Cardboard Boat Regatta. 

The purpose of the Bishop’s Barbeque
remains the same as always: to raise money to
support the mission of the Duncan M. Gray
Episcopal Camp and Conference Center, the
spiritual center of our Diocese. 

A Run/Walk to Remember...
The idea for a 5K Trail Run/Walk to coin-

cide with the Bishop’s Barbeque came to BBQ
Co-Chairs Del Harrington, Crystal Skelton and
Greer Proctor-Dickson when they began plan-
ning the 2010 event last year, and it seemed like
the perfect fit for a weekend set amidst the beau-
ty of Gray Center.  “It made great sense: get our
runners out into the gorgeous terrain that sur-
rounds Gray Center so they can not only work
up a huge appetite for barbeque, but also fall in
love with the special setting that is Gray
Center,”said Proctor-Dickson.  And so, the first
annual Bishop’s Hog Jog was born. 

Lloyd Gray, a student at Millsaps College
and communicant of All Saints’, Tupelo will
head up the 5K race. Gray is an avid runner and
self-proclaimed “Idea Engineer.  Gray has
mapped out a course for the race on the
grounds south of the Conference Center that
will provide both a challenging run for more
experienced racers.  There will also be a “serene
walk in the woods” for those wanting to take a
more relaxed approach. Bishop Gray has already
registered for his race number!

To register for the Bishop’s Hog Jog, down-
load an entry form at www.graycenter.org or
www.msracetiming.org.  The race fee is $15 in
advance, and $20 on Race Day.  All proceeds
from the race will go towards the Camp Bratton-
Green Camper Scholarship Fund. 

Who will win The Titanic Award?...
The Cardboard Boat Regatta is the brain-

child of the Reverend Walton Jones, St. Pauls,

Meridian.  The Steering Committee recruited the
Reverend Jones who will head up a new type of
race to navigate the waters of Gray Center for
2010.  The Cardboard Boat Regatta requires the
construction of a human-powered boat out of
cardboard that can “sail” the official Bishop’s
BBQ Regatta course with at least one human
passenger.  The first to cross the finish line will
win The Expeditious Episcopalian Award! Several
other awards will be handed out as well includ-
ing The Pride of the Regatta Award  for the most
creative boat design.  Visit www.graycenter.org
to read all of the rules and regulations regarding
the race, and start planning your winning vessel
now.  Boat inspection and design judging will
take place at high noon on Saturday, May 29
with the race commencing at 12:30 pm. 

Be there for ALL of the fun, ALL weekend...
For those wanting to make a Memorial Day

Weekend vacation out of it, lodging is available
at Gray Center from Friday through Sunday, with
events scheduled on all three days.  Saturday’s
main event is  the Bishop’s BBQ, with delicious
pulled pork and all the fixin’s.  Tickets are on
sale now at your church.  Bring your whole fami-
ly, your EYC, your men’s or womens’ group,
your neighborhood gang, , your boating bud-
dies, your foodie friends...bring them all to Gray
Center this Memorial Day Weekend as we gather
to become “one church” at the Bishop’s
Barbeque 2010.  For complete information on
the weekend including vendors, kids’ activities,
live music and more please visit www.graycen-
ter.org or email
thebishopsbarbeque@gmail.com. 

BISHOP’S
BARBEQUE

MAY 29, 2010

Editor’s Note: the last half of
the March Journal will appear
in May’s MSE. RSl+



April 20104 The Mississippi Episcopalian

OUR DIOCESE

FREE rummage sale held at 
St. Alexis, Jackson

By Judy Barnes
The annual St. Alexis ‘Circulation Day’ was held Saturday, April 10 from 9am-noon. The event

looks like a regular church rummage sale, except EVERYTHING IS FREE.  St. Alexis gives it all away.  
Volunteers gathered at the church in the heart of downtown Jackson on the day before to organ-

ize for the Saturday morning “sale.”   
The items given away were received by those who took a look around their houses for used

clothes, toys, books, baby gear, linens, kitchen and household products in good condition.  All the
items were donated to the church.

St. Alexis is in the “footprint” of the planned Old Capital Green project that will transform several
blocks of downtown Jackson from Hal and Mal’s at Pascagoula St. to Silas Brown St. Development.
Plans are that the development will include restaurants, retail stores, apartments, condos and one little
Episcopal Church in the middle of it all. 

For information about how your church can organize a Free Rummage Sale, call Judy Barnes’s cell
phone at 601.668.9319.

Judy Barnes is the Clerk of St. Alexis Mission Committee.

BILL KING BILL YOUNGBLOOD

601-953-2847

Rodgers Ewing , 5 months old,  portrays Jesus riding a Donkey, named Jackie, at The Chapel of the
Cross Episcopal Church in Rolling Fork on Palm Sunday.  The animal is a Miniature Mediterranean
donkey, the same breed that Jesus is recorded as using on his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This
particular breed has two stripes which form a cross on the animal’s back.

Fonda Lundin/photo

Chapter President of St. Columb’s Daughters of the King, Deenie Grubbs, left, stands with new mem-
bers Kay Kerr, Mary Eileen Passons, Peg Broerman and Emily George.  Also pictured is Norma King,
the Study Leader for new members of Daughters of the King.

Each semester Redeemer Church in Greenville donates requested items for teachers and students at
Armstrong Elementary School .  Redeemer adopted Armstrong several years ago and has faithfully
kept the outreach project going.  Pictured above delivering classroom supplies are outreach chair,
Barbara Moton; Armstrong Principal Norma J. McDavid; and Redeemer ECW President Dorothy
Thomas. 

Parishioners and friends gathered in March to celebrate St. Alexis Day during the annual St. Paddy’s
Day Parade in downton Jackson. Money raised from grilling hamburgers will help the EYC go on a
mission trip.
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By Lauren Wainright
Recently I had the opportunity to represent not only my home

church, Trinity, Hattiesburg, but also the Diocese of Mississippi on a
national and international level.  From February 26-March 6th, I partici-
pated in the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
(UNCSW) as an Episcopal Young Adult Delegate.  I was one of 12 dele-
gates from across the United States joining over 8,000 registered non-gov-
ernmental organization representatives.  Despite massive amounts of
snow fall across the eastern seaboard, I set out on a journey of explo-
ration, expansion, and advocacy.    

This is the second year the Episcopal Church has sent a group of
young adults to this event.  The Commission on the Status of Women
meets each year and is a functioning commission of the United Nations.
This year’s theme was a 15 year review of the Beijing Platform for Action,
a product of the Fourth World Conference on Women which met in
September of 1995 in Beijing, China.  This platform lays out 12 areas of
concern that addresses women’s rights and gender justice as global and
universal, highlighting the necessary shifts in values, attitudes, practices
and priorities necessary for progress.  

We worked in conjunction with Anglican Women’s empowerment
and Ecumenical Women at the United Nations which included delegates
from the Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian and other denominations and
national church organizations.  It was a week of people of faith working
together alongside secular groups from around the world to help create a
more just world.

Every day in NYC I was surrounded by an orchestra of noise and
movement.  Buildings filled with people that rose on all sides of the
street.  People rushing to and fro.  Cars merging and trucks honking.  
I was surrounded by people with countless agendas which could have left
me feeling alone and insignificant: yet my heart was burning and alive
with the pain of suffering around the world.  With a background in politi-

cal science, I never imagined that I would end up at the UN as a delegate
with the church.  Being a part of this Christian community grounded us
and reminded us of our obligation to one another and to God; it helped
us to remain optimistic in the face of formidable challenges.  For the first
time I learned what social action and faith could look like together: a
world that is dynamic and ever present, painful yet hopeful, healing and
renewing.  Faith works with social action to breathe life into it, to give it
resources and values, to provide courage, strength, and healing.  All of
which leads to a future that is clear and present, assertive and persistent.   

Throughout the week, our young adult delegation also had the
opportunity to meet with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori and
to experience first-hand the workings of the Episcopal Church with
women’s ministry and social justice.  

Working in a community of young adults, we were reminded that
our weaknesses are our strengths because they help us to remember our
essential and unavoidable dependence on one another. 

I am blessed to have shared this experience with an extraordinary
group that taught me so much and made me excited for the future of The
Episcopal Church.  I am grateful to have the chance to participate in this
amazing event and for
the prayers and support
I received throughout
the week.    

Lauren Wainright is
the Youth Director at
Church of the Epiphany,
Guntersville, Alabama.
Her home church is
Trinity, Hattiesburg.   

Youth delegate represents Mississippi at international conference
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Youth Delegate Lauren Wainright with Presiding
Bishop Kathrine Jefferts Schori.

Father Dennis Ryan of St. John’s Episcopal in Pascagoula addresses an inter-congregational group
interested in forming an Interfaith Hospitality Network to host homeless children and their families
in churches.

You have a call from the Bishop!
Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray, III

Cordially invites you to join him at
The Episcopal Cursillo Leaders Workshop
Hyatt Place Hotel & St. Columb’s Church,

Ridgeland, Mississippi
May 14-16, 2010

Log on to www.dioms.org 
& click on the Cursillo logo.
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By Janet Nail
If you were asked to name the most austere monastic order in the

Western world, you would probably say the Trappists or the Cistercians.  So
would I.

But then, I had never heard of the Carthusians.
Nancy Klein Maguire, in AN INFINITY OF LITTLE HOURS (PublicAffairs,

2006) tells the story of five young men who tried their vocations in
Parkminster Charterhouse, West Sussex; from the time of each one’s arrival
until the time of final profession.

In the year 1084, on about June 24, Bruno of Cologne and six companions reached the top of a
mountain wilderness in the French Alps.  In this hostile environment, battered by heavy snow and
freezing cold, they built individual hermit huts for themselves.  Here, in time, the intimidating and awe
inspiring buildings of the Grande Chartreuse would develop, but the principle of the individual monk
in his individual cell would never change.  This was the order that boasts “Carthusians were never
reformed for they were never deformed.”

Even today the pattern of Carthusian life is the monk in his cell.  His work is to pray.  The Night
Office is the major work of the Charterhouse; it is usually said between 11:00 p.m. and 2:00 a.m.  At
the first stroke of the church bell for Night Office, the monks are by their cell doors.  They open them
at the same time and walk toward the church at the same pace.  The main part of the Office is Matins,
the longest and most ancient of the Offices.  Matins has twelve lessons divided into three nocturnes.
Each nocturn has six psalms, with antiphons, and four lessons.  The Office of Lauds follows. After the
Night Office is finished, about 2:30 a.m,, the monk returns to his cell.  After more prayers in his cell,
the monk may sleep until 6:00 a.m.  The day includes the canonical hours, study, private Mass, and pri-
vate prayers and meditation.

The young men Maguire chronicals entered this life from July 1960 to March 1961.  They came
from Ireland, Germany, the United States.  They came from the Trappists, the White Fathers, seminary,
and the ordinary world of work.  They came with a burning desire to encounter God.

Paddy O’Connell came from the Trappists in Dublin. Bernie Shea grew up in Brooklyn, a hard-
working, hard-playing working class lad, who had no plans for the religious life until he read THE
SEVEN STOREY MOUNTAIN.  The book changed his life.  He went to the Carthusians and became Dom
Malachi.

Chuck Henley grew up near Philadelphia in a family that had strong ties to the church. As a
young man, he was strongly conflicted, but he sat in old church one day and started thinking about
prayer which led him to joing the Carthusians.  He traveled to England to the Charterhouse at
Parkminster.

Dave Lynch was an only child, born after his mother was forty.  He was the trophy child, and at
the top of his seminary class. He seemed destined to go to Rome for further study yet he chose the
Carthusians. 

From the first the life was a shock for all the young men. Many were overwhelmed by the chal-
lenge of the Carthusian order and Maguire details their trials and triumphs they persevered through
their vocation of prayer throughout each day.  They coped by physical labor, by reading, and by deter-
mined prayer, prayer by rote until it once again became prayer of faith.

At the end of two years, the novices were professed as juniors.  This was the real trial; if they were
professed as solemns in five years, they could only leave by permission of Rome.  

One by one, they left, until only one remained.  Yet their lives were so marked by their time as
Carthusians that they all remained meditative and contemplative.  They built lives, they married, they
served God.  Yet, until they came together to help the author with this book, each had felt a failure.  In
reliving their time in Parkminster, they found that they had used the time to draw closer to God.

Interest in the monastic life is growing today, partly because of the frenetic pace of life, partly
because of writers like Kathleen Norris.  The Carthusian life probably doesn’t strike a chord, but you
may be interested in BENEDICTINE JOURNEY from the A-V Center.  This videocassette explores ways
in which Benedict’s framework of prayer, work, and study teaches us about living in our own century.

To order this program, e-mail me at grandmastruck1994@yahoo.com, or call me at 662-998-2327.
Remember, the books I review are available at your public library or through amazon.com.  The A-V
Center doesn’t own the books unless I specifically note that we do.

Andrew Hodge, 85, communicant of St. Mary’s Vicksburg, died April 11, 2009.
Charles Richard (Dick) Jacobson, 90, communicant of Christ Church, Vicksburg, died
September 21, 2009.
James Michael O’Toole, 61, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died October 5,2009.
Ethel Marlette Anepohl, 83, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died October 9, 2009.
Robert Walter Warren, Jr., 63, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died October 19, 2009.
Katherine (Kat) L. Wilkinson, 57, communicant of Christ Church, Vicksburg, died October 24,
2009
Mary Norman Craig Brown, 88, communicant of Nativity, Greenwood, died November 10, 2009.
Delia Adair “Holly” Holland, 53, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died November 15,
2009.  
Elizabeth (Libby) Blanchard Gasaway, 81, communicant of Christ Church, Vicksburg, died
December 22, 2009
Anne Simmons Cook, 70, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died December 9, 2009.
Billie George Rawlings, 84, communicant of Mediator, Meridian, died December 19, 2009. 
Bill Jaye Schooley, 70, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died December 31, 2009
William (Bill) Harrison Moss, 90, communicant of Mediator, Meridian, died January 3, 2010.
Carl Burton Warner, Sr., 80, communicant of Christ Church, Vicksburg, died January 12, 2010
Willa Bea Bohannon Koonce, 86, communicant of St. Andrews, Jackson, died January 22, 2010
Emily Curry Hildreth, 96, communicant of St. Paul’s, Meridian, died February 13, 2010.
Mary Beebe Woodside, 91, communicant of Nativity, Greenwood, died February 20, 2010.
Jessie Nell (Candy ) Reeb, 94, communicant of Mediator, Meridian, died February 23, 2010 
Jesse Ellis Lewis, 90, former communicant of St. James’, Greeville,  died Feb. 26, 2010 in
Edmund, Oklahoma. 
Rex Mitchell, 82, communicant and former Senior and Junior Warden of St. Timothy’s,
Southaven, died on February 28, 2010.
Henry Jacob Kratt, 77, communicant of St. Paul’s, Meridian, died March 2, 2010.
Thelma Vincent, 101, communicant of Mediator, Meridian, died March 11, 2010.
Ina Elizabeth Rawlings, 84, communicant of Mediator, Meridian, died March 16, 2010.
Sylvia Christine (Tina) Wallace, 52, communicant of St. Paul’s, Columbus, died March 18, 2010.

FAITHFUL DEPARTEDBook examines Carthusian monastic life

Diocesan survey open 
for online participation

Bishop Gray and the Diocesan Executive Committee are seeking to bring renewed energy to the
mission statement embraced by the diocese at the August 20, 2005 Tent Meeting at Gray Center.

The renewal effort includes an on-line survey about the Mission Statement, Core Values, and
Vision Areas for the future mission and ministry of the Diocese of Mississippi.  The availability of the
survey and the invitation to participate in it were noted in a letter sent from the Bishop to clergy, war-
dens, and vestry members.

“For some time now,” Bishop Gray wrote in the letter, “the Executive Committee has been in dis-
cussions about the future direction of the Diocese of Mississippi.  You will recall the mission statement
which was launched in our joyous Tent Meeting at Gray Center on August 20, 2005.  Our energy and
attention were redirected in wake of Hurricane Katrina nine days later.

He said that the time has come to move forward again. “We are now preparing to reclaim that
momentum.”

To take the survey, log on to http://www.dioms.org  and read Bishop Gray’s remarks which con-
tain the link to the survey. 
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Music and Liturgy Conference 
returns to Gray Center

By Scott Lenoir, Editor
The Mississippi Conference on Church Music and Liturgy holds its annual event at Gray Center in

Canton from Tuesday, July 20th - Sunday, July 25th. 
The 2010 theme revolves around the Great Vigil of Easter.  Conference Director Ellen Johnston

said that the event will provide clergy and church musicians with ways to enrich the service which focus-
es on the dying and rising body of Christ.

“This year’s conference will consider the Vigil’s rich variety of imagery, song, and story, and will
send participants home with a ‘how-to’ for congregations of any size.  Another highlight of the confer-
ence will be the Great Pascal Vespers to be held at 5:30pm on July 22 at St. Philip’s in Jackson.  This
service, in place of the usual conference evensong, will conclude the Day for Clergy to be held at St.
Philip’s that day,” said Johnston.   

Johnston, the director of the conference since 1995, announced that this year’s faculty includes Dr.
William Bradley Roberts, Associate Professor of Church Music at Virginia Theological Seminary; Dent
Davidson, a professional church musician since his teens and now Missioner of Liturgy and the Arts in
the Diocese of Chicago; the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Lee, Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago and author of
Opening the Prayerbook in The Episcopal Church’s teaching series.    

The cost of the five day conference is $600.00, which includes program cost and room and board
at Gray Center.  The weekend only cost for the conference is $350.00. To reserve a place, registrants are
asked to send in $100.00 with the balance due upon arrival at the conference center.  Unfortunately,
credit card payments are not accepted.

To register for the conference online, log on to www.mississippiconference.org.   One may also
print out the registration form online and mail Dr. Mark Butler, 210 North Leflore Avenue, Cleveland,
MS 38732 with a check enclosed.

By Tom Lowe
The Cathedral Parish of St. Andrew in Jackson is sponsoring a tour of Germany, September 7-15,

that will include visits to Leipzig, Weimar, Eisenach, Mülhausen, Dornheim, and Arnstadt-cities and
towns where Johann Sebastian Bach lived, performed and composed music that is still today regarded as
one of humankind’s greatest artistic achievements. Side trips to Dresden and Buchenwald will be
offered as well.

The tour will travel via Nuremberg and Franconia to the Baverian mountain town of
Oberammergau to attend the world-famous Passion Play, staged by the townspeople every ten years
since 1634.

Former St. Andrews parishioner William Fulton will direct the tour, assisted by organist-choirmas-
ter Dr. John Paul and singer-violinist Tom Lowe.  For details, consult the tour website at
http://www.bach-oberammergau-2010.com.

St. Andrew’s Cathedral sponsors
Bach-Oberammergau tour

A view of Wartburg Castle near Eisenach, where Martin Luther translated the Bible into German, is a
stop on St. Andrew’s Cathedral’s  tour of Germany. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage
For the third time in four years, the Center for Formation and Mission for the Diocese of

Mississippi will host a pilgrimage to the Holy Land next year.
The pilgrimage, scheduled for February 14-24, 2011, will have an added component - a visit to

Jordan and the ancient city of Petra.
The tour will be led by the Reverend Canon David H. Johnson, Canon to the Ordinary. This will

be Canon Johnson’s sixth pilgrimage to Israel and eighth pilgrimage overall.  The tour company is
Journeys Unlimited, the group used by Canon Johnson on five previous Holy Land trips.

In addition to a tour of Petra, the journey will include visits to the traditional Holy Land sites such
as Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, Caesarea-Philipi, the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, the Jordan River,
Qumran, and Masada.

Churches to be visited include Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in Jerusalem, and Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth.  The group will also visit the Wailing Wall in
the Old City of Jerusalem and walk around the Temple Mount, site of the Herodian-era Temple of
Jesus’ day.

The trip will include overnight stays in Tiberias (on the Sea of Galilee); Amman, Jordan; and
Jerusalem.  Cost of the pilgrimage includes round-trip airfare from New York, lodging in Israel and
Jordan, breakfast and dinner daily, admission to all included sites, and the services of a bus, driver, and
guide for each portion of the trip.

Persons interested in the pilgrimage should contact Canon Johnson at canonjohnson@gmail.com,
or call the diocesan office at 601 948-5954. 

Diocese to Host Congregational
Development Conference

Lay and ordained leaders from six southern dioceses will be participating in the initial Cooperative
College for Congregational Development at Gray Center, June 26 to July 3.

Sponsoring dioceses include Alabama, Arkansas, East Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Upper
South Carolina.  The conference is being led by the Reverend Melissa Skelton, director of the College
for Congregational Development in the Diocese of Olympia.

The Bishop in each of the six sponsoring dioceses has invited teams of lay and ordained leaders
from local congregations to attend the eight-day conference.  During the conference, participants will
engage issues relating to congregational health and vitality from a variety of perspectives.  Theories of
organizational development will blend with theological models to inform leaders on “best practices” for
enlivening and leading the churches.

The conference was an outgrowth of conversations among staff members from the six dioceses
begun more than a year ago.  The Reverend Ms. Skelton, a knowledgeable veteran of both secular and
church development, was recruited as the facilitator. Included in the planning conversations were the
Reverend Pat Wingo from Alabama; the Reverend Canons Dennis Campbell and Jason Alexander from
Arkansas; the Reverend Canon Matthew Stockard from East Carolina; the Reverend Canon David
Johnson from Mississippi; the Reverend Canon Pamela Snare from Tennessee; and the Reverend Canon
Michael Bullock from Upper South Carolina.

Johnson, who has helped coordinate the week’s training, said, “This is an effort to share
resources, ideas and approaches from a variety of directions.  While the Diocese of Olympia’s ways of
addressing congregational vitality will be a key component, everyone from the six dioceses will be
bringing their own ideas and insights. There could be a lot of creative synergy at this get-together.”

This summer’s conference is the first year of a two-year curriculum.  The 2011 conference will also
be held in Mississippi.  

“We are delighted to be hosting this conference - and hosting our sister dioceses in our own con-
ference center,” Johnson said. “This cooperative effort is an excellent example of how different dioce-
ses can work together for the renewal of the church.”

Each of the six dioceses is supporting the conference financially, allowing reduced fees for the full
conference.  Conference costs, including lodging, meals, training and materials, are $530 per person
for the week.

“We truly hope that teams of two, three or four folks will come from Mississippi congregations,”
Johnson said. “Registration is still available and if anyone is interested, they should be in touch with
Allin House as soon as possible.”

Participants are expected to attend the full conference. “It is important that those people attend-
ing get the benefit of the full week,” Johnson said.

BISHOP’S BARBEQUE
MAY 29, 2010
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By  Lisa Purdie
The Right Reverend Duncan Gray, Jr. will be

presented an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
from Millsaps College on May 8 at the College’s
116th annual commencement. He will be honored
along with Fred. L. Banks, Jr., Sister Mary Dorothea
Sondgeroth, and Christy Gilliland Dunaway. Former
Mississippi Gov. William Winter will speak to the
graduating class during the ceremony that is sched-
uled to begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Bowl of the
Millsaps College campus.

Bishop Gray Jr is the son of the late fifth bish-
op of Mississippi, Bishop Duncan M. Gray, and Mrs.
Gray. He was born in Canton and attended high
school in Greenwood and Jackson, graduating from
Central High in Jackson in 1944. He earned his M.Div. degree in
1953. After being ordained as a priest by his father, he served as
vicar of Calvary Church in Cleveland and Grace Church in
Rosedale. He became rector of St. Peter’s Parish, Oxford in 1957
and served there until 1965 when he was called to be rector of
St. Paul’s in Meridian. It was from there that Gray was elected
Bishop in 1974.  

At the time of his election to the episcopate, Bishop Gray
was acting as vice president of the Diocesan Executive
Committee and chairman of the Commission on Ministry. He

served as chairman of the General Convention’s
Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons
for six years and chaired numerous other
Episcopal boards and committees, including the
House of Bishops’ Committee on Canons, the
Board of Archives of the Episcopal Church, the
Board of Trustees of All Saints’ Episcopal School,
and the Board of Regents of the University of the
South.

Bishop Gray has been active in many civic and
community affairs and is noted for his leadership
during the civil rights movement. He was a staff
member and camp director for 20 years at Camp
Bratton Green. He has been published in national
and regional magazines and currently serves as the

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi. He is married to
the former Ruth Miller Spivey of Canton, and they have four chil-
dren. His grandson, Lloyd Spivey Gray, will be graduating from
Millsaps on that day.

Bishop Gray will be honored at a dinner reception spon-
sored by Millsaps College on May 7 at the Capital Club of
Jackson.

Lisa Purdie is the Assistant Director of Communications at
Millsaps College.

Members of St. John’s, Pascagoula gathered in the parish hall for a fes-
tive lunch to honor and bid farewell to organist, Elise Everett. Everett
has been the parish’s organist for twenty years. “She has been faithful
in upholding the very best of music in the church. We are grateful for
her wonderful talent as a trained professional with an advanced
degree in organ performance and we’ll miss her sweet spirit as she pur-
sues her new endeavors,” said the Rev. Dennis Ryan, rector of St.
John’s.

Bishop Gray Jr.

By Scott Lenoir, Editor
Musician David Williamson will begin as Organist and

Choirmaster at Nativity Episcopal Church in Greenwood on
April 26th according to the Rev. Matt Rowe, rector of the
parish. 

For the past six years, Williamson served as Organist
and Choirmaster at St. George’s Episcopal Church in
Clarksdale.   

Williamson holds a Bachelor of Arts in Organ and
Sacred Music from Delta State University in Cleveland, as
well as a certificate in sacred choral literature from
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey. 

He began his vocation as a church musician at the age
of 16 playing services at the First Methodist Church in his
hometown of Durant as well as several other churches in the
area, including St. Mary’s in Lexington.  During college and
after graduating from DSU, Williamson served as the organ-
ist at St. James’ in Greenville for several years.  He moved to
Memphis and studied under Joe A. Morrow at St. Mary’s
Cathedral as well as serving as the assistant organist.  David
served two smaller parishes in Tennessee:  St. Ann’s,
Millington and Ravenscroft Chapel in Brighton. 

Williamson has experience in teaching music to chil-
dren. “I am hopeful for that experience to translate into
reviving the children’s music program at Nativity,” said
Rowe.

Williamson continues to live in Durant.  During the
week, he serves as the Activities Director at Holmes County
Long Term Care.   He is a member of the Preservation
Singers in Lexington and also serves on the Holmes County
Arts Council Advisory Board. 

Fr. Rowe suggested to Nativity Parishioners that the
best way to welcome a new organist/choirmaster is “to take
the council of John Wesley, who encouraged people to ‘sing
lustily.’  Don’t be afraid to open your mouth and let your
voice ring out in singing the music of the church... so be not
afraid to open your mouth and sing, for in doing so you
open your heart to the Lord.”

David Williamson
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