Proper 28 Year C

Isaiah 65:17-25

1. Historical Context and Setting

This passage belongs to Trito-Isaiah (Isaiah 56—66), a collection of post-exilic oracles likely
composed in the late sixth or early fifth century BCE, during or after the Persian restoration
period. The Babylonian exile had ended, yet the reality of return fell short of the glorious
expectations many had cherished. Jerusalem was being rebuilt, but social inequality, economic
hardship, and spiritual disillusionment persisted. Against this backdrop, the prophet voices a
vision of divine renewal—a world transformed by God’s creative power where justice, peace,
and longevity characterize communal life. This vision reimagines the promise of restoration not
merely as national recovery but as cosmic recreation: “new heavens and a new earth.”

2. Literary Form and Structure

The passage is structured as a poetic oracle of salvation, combining creation motifs, covenant
language, and eschatological imagery. It unfolds in three movements:

1. Divine announcement of new creation (vv. 17-19) — The prophetic “I am about to
create” recalls Genesis 1, presenting God as a continuing Creator who renews both
heaven and earth.

2. Social and economic renewal (vv. 20-23) — The focus shifts to life in the new
Jerusalem, emphasizing justice, prosperity, and the reversal of suffering.

3. Universal peace among creatures (vv. 24-25) — The cosmic harmony motif closes the
oracle, depicting a world where violence and predation are overcome, echoing Isaiah
11:6-9.

The text employs parallelism, repetition (“no more shall...”), and symbolic contrasts (wolf/lamb;
lion/ox; serpent/dust) to portray the fullness of divine peace.

3. Theological Themes

At its heart, [saiah 65:17-25 expresses eschatological hope grounded in creation theology. God’s
act of creating “new heavens and a new earth” reveals that redemption is not a return to the past
but a new beginning—an unrepeatable act of divine imagination. The passage envisions
shalom—a holistic peace encompassing spiritual, social, ecological, and cosmic dimensions. It
also emphasizes divine immanence: God’s delight in creation (“I will rejoice in Jerusalem”) and
responsiveness (“Before they call I will answer”) affirm God’s ongoing intimacy with the world.
The text thus stands at the intersection of creation, covenant, and eschatology.

4. Ethical and Social Implications

The oracle’s moral vision extends beyond private piety to communal justice. The promise that
“they shall not build and another inhabit” directly counters exploitative economic systems that



had characterized both monarchy and empire. The renewal of Jerusalem is not merely spiritual
but material and social: labor is fruitful, families are secure, and no one’s work benefits another
unjustly. The long life spans symbolize not biological literalism but stability and equity—a
society aligned with divine order. The peaceable kingdom imagery anticipates an ethic of
nonviolence extending even to creation itself.

5. Intertextual and Canonical Connections

This vision resonates throughout Scripture:
e Genesis 1-2 — God as Creator bringing order and life.
o Isaiah 11:6-9 — The earlier “peaceable kingdom” motif, now extended to a new cosmos.
e Revelation 21-22 — The New Testament’s depiction of a “new heaven and new earth”
explicitly echoes Isaiah 65, linking prophetic eschatology to Christian hope.
e Romans 8:18-25 — Paul’s vision of creation groaning for redemption mirrors the same
longing for renewal.

The text thus forms a canonical bridge between Israel’s prophetic imagination and the
apocalyptic hope of early Christianity.

6. Contemporary Interpretation and Reception

Modern interpreters view Isaiah 65:17-25 as a theology of hope after catastrophe. It speaks to
communities emerging from trauma—exile, colonization, or systemic injustice—by envisioning
transformation that only divine creativity can accomplish. Eco-theologians highlight its vision of
ecological harmony as a paradigm for creation care. Liberation theologians read its economic
justice themes as an anticipation of God’s preferential option for the poor. In Christian
eschatology, it remains a foundational text for imagining the Kingdom of God as new creation—
a reality both promised and already breaking into history.

Isaiah 12:2—6

1. Historical Context and Setting

Isaiah 12 concludes what scholars often call the “Book of Immanuel” (Isaiah 7-12), a literary
unit framed by oracles of judgment and hope during the late eighth century BCE, in the time of
King Ahaz of Judah. The geopolitical backdrop was the Syro-Ephraimite crisis (ca. 734-732
BCE), when Judah faced threats from neighboring kingdoms and the looming Assyrian Empire.
Chapters 7-11 move from crisis and divine judgment toward messianic promise—the rise of a
righteous Davidic ruler who will establish peace. Chapter 12 serves as a hymnic epilogue,
expressing gratitude and confidence in God’s salvation. Many scholars regard it as a liturgical
composition, perhaps used in temple worship, celebrating deliverance after divine intervention.

2. Literary Form and Structure

Isaiah 12:2-6 takes the form of a psalm of thanksgiving, closely resembling Israel’s liturgical
poetry, especially Exodus 15 and Psalms 105—107. It consists of two stanzas:



1. Personal praise (vv. 2-3) — the speaker declares trust in God, echoing the “Song of the
Sea” after the Exodus (“The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my
salvation,” Exod. 15:2).

2. Communal exhortation (vv. 4-6) — the people are invited to proclaim God’s deeds to the
nations and rejoice in God’s presence among them.

The language of “drawing water with rejoicing” may allude to ritual acts of thanksgiving—
possibly the water-drawing ceremony at the Feast of Tabernacles, symbolizing divine blessing
and life-giving salvation.

3. Theological Themes

This song encapsulates the theology of salvation, trust, and divine presence.

e God as Savior and refuge: The repetition of “God saves,” “trust,” and “not be afraid”
affirms faith in divine deliverance rather than political or military alliances.

o Joyful response to salvation: Faith issues in praise, gratitude, and public witness.

o Immanence of the Holy One: “The great one in the midst of you” highlights God’s
indwelling presence with the community—a theme that will deepen in later prophetic and
Christian traditions.

[ ]

The emphasis on trust without fear contrasts with Ahaz’s earlier failure to rely on God (Isa. 7:9),
suggesting that the proper response to crisis is confidence in divine faithfulness.

4. Ethical and Social Implications

Isaiah 12 transforms private faith into public proclamation: salvation is not a possession to be
hoarded but a story to be told. “Make his deeds known among the peoples” embodies the
missional vocation of Israel—to bear witness to God’s saving work among the nations. The
movement from individual gratitude to communal song models a social ethic of joyful testimony
and inclusive worship. The vision of divine presence “in the midst” also implies accountability:
the community’s justice, compassion, and peace are to reflect the holiness of the One who dwells
among them.

5. Intertextual and Canonical Connections
e Exodus 15:1-2: The opening line directly echoes the Song of Moses.
o Psalm 118:14: “The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”
e Isaiah 7:9; 26:3—4: Themes of trust in God’s steadfastness recur.
e John 4:10-14: Jesus’ image of “living water” draws on Isaiah’s “springs of salvation.”
e Revelation 7:17; 21:6: The eschatological imagery of water as life finds its prophetic
root here.

Isaiah 12 thus serves as a theological hinge, linking Israel’s exodus faith to later Christian
imagery of baptism and new creation.



6. Contemporary Interpretation and Reception

Modern interpreters see Isaiah 12 as a liturgical synthesis of prophetic faith—a song for
communities who have experienced deliverance and now live in gratitude. It continues to be used
in Jewish and Christian worship (notably in the Canticle “Ecce Deus” in the Book of Common
Prayer). The passage offers a timeless spirituality of joyful trust amid uncertainty, encouraging
believers to live as witnesses to God’s saving presence. In a world marked by fear and scarcity,
its imagery of drawing water “with rejoicing” invites a countercultural confidence in divine
abundance and enduring hope.

2 Thessalonians 3:6—13

1. Historical Context and Setting

Second Thessalonians was likely written in the mid- to late first century CE, either by Paul
himself or by a disciple writing in his name to the Christian community at Thessalonica, a major
port city in Macedonia. The letter addresses confusion and disorder within the church that arose
from eschatological expectation—some members had apparently ceased working, believing the
Day of the Lord was imminent (cf. 2 Thess. 2:1-3). The community, already struggling under
persecution (1:4-5), faced internal tensions over responsibility, labor, and dependence. The
author’s exhortation in this passage aims to restore discipline, mutual accountability, and
integrity within the Christian household of faith.

2. Literary Form and Structure

This section functions as a parainetic exhortation—a moral instruction grounded in apostolic
authority. It unfolds in a clear rhetorical sequence:
1. Command to avoid idleness (v. 6) — a communal directive invoking the authority of
“our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2. Appeal to apostolic example (vv. 7-9) — the writer recalls his own manual labor as a
model of diligence and self-sufficiency.
3. Restatement of tradition (v. 10) — the maxim “Anyone unwilling to work should not
eat” encapsulates the ethical principle.
4. Correction and encouragement (vv. 11-13) — those living as “busybodies” are to
reform, and the faithful are urged not to lose heart in doing good.

The passage alternates between command and example, a hallmark of Pauline moral reasoning.
3. Theological Themes

Central here is the theology of vocation and responsible discipleship. Work is not merely
economic necessity but participation in God’s creative and sustaining activity. Paul (or the author
writing in his tradition) frames labor as an expression of love, solidarity, and service, contrasting
it with disruptive idleness that burdens others. The injunction “do their work quietly” echoes the
Pauline vision of a peaceable community marked by humility and mutual support (cf. 1 Thess.



4:11-12). At the same time, the passage warns against both extremes: exploitation of communal
generosity and weariness in well-doing.

4. Ethical and Social Implications

This text addresses the moral economy of early Christian life. Within a house-church context
where members shared resources, idleness threatened both material stability and communal trust.
The admonition “Anyone unwilling to work should not eat” must be read not as a social policy
slogan but as an intra-community rule: those able to contribute should do so, ensuring equity and
mutual care. The phrase “do their work quietly” implies self-restraint and respect for others’
vocations. Ethically, the passage supports a balanced Christian work ethic—productive
engagement coupled with compassion for those genuinely unable to labor.

5. Intertextual and Canonical Connections

This teaching aligns with broader biblical traditions on diligence and justice:

e Genesis 2:15 — humanity’s call to “till and keep” creation grounds work in divine
purpose.

e Proverbs 6:6-11 — wisdom literature’s warning against sloth echoes here.

e 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 — Paul’s earlier appeal to live quietly and work with one’s
hands forms the background for this instruction.

o Ephesians 4:28 — labor is to be done so one “may have something to share with the
needy.”

e James 2:14-17 — faith must be embodied in concrete action.

Together, these texts underscore that Christian faith manifests in ethical responsibility and
communal contribution.

6. Contemporary Interpretation and Reception

Modern interpreters stress the need to read this passage in its socio-historical and theological
context, not as a justification for stigmatizing the poor. It addresses idleness born of
eschatological misunderstanding, not structural unemployment or economic oppression. In
theological ethics, it affirms the dignity of work and the moral responsibility of each believer to
sustain the community’s well-being. In contemporary application, this passage challenges both
unproductive dependency and overwork driven by self-sufficiency, calling instead for a life
marked by balance, generosity, and perseverance in doing good (v. 13).

Luke 21:5-19

1. Historical Context and Setting

This passage forms part of Luke’s “Little Apocalypse” (21:5-36), a discourse in which Jesus
foretells the destruction of the Jerusalem temple and speaks about persecution and endurance
before the coming of the Son of Man. Most scholars interpret this section against the backdrop of
the Jewish-Roman War (66—70 CE) and the destruction of the temple. Luke’s Gospel, written



around 80-90 CE, looks back upon that catastrophe as a fulfillment of Jesus’ words. The
evangelist writes to a community living amid political instability, persecution, and eschatological
anxiety, seeking to reassure them that history, however chaotic, remains within God’s
sovereignty.

2. Literary Form and Structure

Luke 21:5-19 exhibits a prophetic-apocalyptic form, blending prediction, exhortation, and
reassurance. The structure unfolds as follows:
1. Prediction of the temple’s destruction (vv. 5-6).
Question about the timing and signs (v. 7).
Warnings against deception and premature alarm (vv. 8-9).
Catalog of upheavals—wars, disasters, cosmic signs (vv. 10-11).
Prediction of persecution and testimony (vv. 12-17).
Promise of divine protection and ultimate salvation (vv. 18—19).
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Luke’s version is more pastoral and theological than Mark’s parallel (Mark 13:1-13). He tones
down the immediacy of cosmic collapse and focuses instead on faithful witness amid tribulation.

3. Theological Themes

The passage intertwines judgment, discipleship, and divine faithfulness. Jesus’ prophecy of the
temple’s fall underscores that God’s presence is no longer confined to a building—the new locus
of holiness is the community of believers. The admonition “do not be terrified” and the assurance
“I will give you words and wisdom” reveal that God’s sovereignty persists even through chaos.
The text reframes suffering as opportunity for testimony (“This will give you an opportunity to
testify””) and places endurance (hypomong) at the center of Christian hope: “By your endurance
you will gain your souls.” Eschatology here is ethical, not speculative—the call is to
steadfastness, not to date-setting.

4. Ethical and Social Implications

For Luke’s community, likely facing opposition within both synagogue and empire, this passage
functioned as a manual for faithful perseverance. Discipleship entails courage, patience, and trust
in divine providence rather than fear or violent retaliation. Jesus’ rejection of false messianic
movements (“Do not go after them”) signals a critique of apocalyptic fanaticism and nationalistic
rebellion. The ethical imperative is to remain vigilant but not alarmist, steadfast but not self-
defensive, bearing witness through peaceable endurance rather than aggression or despair.

5. Intertextual and Canonical Connections
e Jeremiah 7:1-15 and Micah 3:9-12 — prophets who warned of the temple’s destruction,
providing a precedent for Jesus’ critique.
e Mark 13:1-13 and Matthew 24:1-14 — parallel apocalyptic discourses, with Luke
emphasizing divine care more than cosmic catastrophe.
e Acts 4-6 — fulfillment of Jesus’ promise: disciples indeed testify before rulers, aided by
Spirit-given wisdom.



e Revelation 2-3 — the call to perseverance amid persecution echoes Luke’s theology of
endurance.

These intertexts show continuity between Israel’s prophetic tradition and early Christian witness:
suffering precedes vindication, and faithfulness is itself participation in God’s reign.

6. Contemporary Interpretation and Reception

Modern interpreters read this text as pastoral apocalyptic—not a timetable for the end, but a call
to resilient faith amid uncertainty. Historical critics note how Luke reinterprets imminent
eschatology into a theology of ongoing history, portraying the church’s endurance as the stage of
salvation history between resurrection and consummation. Liberation theologians see in Jesus’
warning a critique of religious triumphalism and misplaced trust in institutions, urging solidarity
with those who suffer under oppressive powers. For contemporary believers, Luke 21:5-19
remains a summons to hopeful endurance, trusting that divine fidelity sustains the faithful even
when human structures fall.



