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EMERGENCY CALLS 
A member of the clergy is always on 
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KEEP US IN THE KNOW! 

Do you have a change of address, 
email, phone or perhaps major life 
event?  

Contact Austin Cook  

256-533-2455 ext.204 or  

acook@nativity-hsv.org. 

 

Send your pictures from Nativity activities and events to:  

abrooks@nativity-hsv.org 

On the cover… Austill and Greer 

Baker at the Mardi Gras Parade 

mailto:acook@nativity-hsv.org?subject=change%20of%20address
mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
mailto:acook@nativity-hsv.org?subject=change%20of%20address
mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
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 Community Events 

 

   

Mardis Gras Parade 

The Nativity Welcome Center was open for the community during the Huntsville               

Mardi Gras Parade.  The parade is organized by Blount Hospitality House.                      

“Blount Hospitality House provides a caring “home away from home” for patients and/or 

their families who are in Huntsville seeking medical treatment. By offering convenient, 

affordable housing in a         home-like environment, Blount House reduces the emotional and 

financial stress for people facing a medical crisis in a city where they may be strangers.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Michael had the honor of  saying the opening prayer for the unveiling of  a six panel 

mural for Habitat For Humanity’s downtown location.  The mural was designed by artist 

Bert Corbin, and one of  the panels showcased longtime Nativity member Bill Giardini.  

During the opening remarks, Habitat Executive CEO Jonathan Reckford referred to Bill as 

“Mr. Habitat”.  Bill first started working with Habitat for Humanity in the 1980’s and has 

been a faithful volunteer for the organization.   
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Stewardship of  Creation March 2023  

By David Chadwick 

 

Ezekiel 34.8 asks us, “Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that 

you must tread down with your feet the rest of  your pasture; and to drink of  

clear water, that you must muddy the rest of  the water with your feet?”  

God has entrusted us with the care of  his creation and reminds us to cherish 

what he has given to us. He is asking his people to use the Earth wisely and be 

conscious of  the impact that our actions and consumption have on others. 

On my run through Bud Cramer park this morning, I noticed several plastic bags 

floating in the creek. As I often do, I paused my run and picked several items of  

trash out of  the creek and placed them in the trash can. One consequence was 

wet feet for the rest of  my run. Another consequence was that I had a short     

conversation with a lady sitting in the park. I don’t know her circumstances; she 

could be one of  the homeless people I often see in the park early in the morning, 

or from the nearby low-income housing, or she could be a crypto millionaire. 

She thought I was doing a good thing and people should not throw trash in the 

creek. I agreed and said keeping the creek clean was good for the kids who play 

there and for the ducks and herons who live there. It felt good to do a bit of  

clean-up, but the brief  connection I made with a fellow child of  God who also 

cares for His creation raised my spirits even more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow-crowned night heron visiting Bud Cramer Park in Huntsville. 
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Outreach  

I can remember when my daughter Molly called me and told me she was listing her husband 
as her emergency contact rather than me, it was a big step for her and me. Part of  me was 
sad, however I was thankful she had another person in her life she loved and trusted that 
she wanted called in case of  emergency.  

The last few months our homeless community has experienced several deaths, some due to 
drug overdose, some due to cancer and one due to gun violence. Oftentimes I find myself   
being the "emergency contact" that the police reach out to to try to find the families of  
those who have passed. One thing we are working hard on doing is updating records at First 
Stop so we have family contacts for the clients.  

We have had funerals for those who have passed both out in the camps and at First Stop. 
Their family may not be present but the people from the homeless community mourn them 
and pray for them as the Body of  Christ.  

Before the Eucharist we read: "life is changed, not ended". When we bring forth this mes-
sage of  the Gospel and the hope of  the resurrection, we bring forth life.  Thank you for 
your support, love and prayers. 

Mother Rosie 

“I never thought I would be at a place where I would rely on the good graces of  one who cared enough to see that I have 

clean clothes.” - G. First Stop client 

Your generosity makes it possible to continue the 

Suds-n-Buds ministry at First Stop. Looking for an 

opportunity to engage in the community? Suds -n- 

Buds has volunteer opportunities. As a volunteer 

you will load the washing machines with soap and 

drop the required number of  quarters necessary to 

run the washers and dryers. Then just sit down and 

listen to someone’s story and maybe share a bit of  

your own as well. It’s a powerful way to be the 

hands and feet of  Jesus. The ministry takes place at 

JJ’s Laundromat located at 2302 Governor’s Drive, 

HSV, 35805, Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s from 9:30 

– noon and Thursday’s 1:00 to 3:00 pm. You may  volunteer as much or as little as you wish.   

Maundy Thursday—On Maundy Thursday, April the 6th, Rosie will be holding a Maundy Thursday     

Service at First Stop/Travelers Altar. In placeo of  the foot washing ceremony, we will be cleaning peoples 
shoes, shining shoes and boots, repairing and replacing worn laces. We will be collecting shoelaces and 
boot laces as well as assorted insoles for people in our homeless community. Donations can be placed in 
the bin in Ridley Hall marked First Stop. If  you would like to volunteer to serve or have questions about 
the service or donations, please contact me at rvealeaby@nativity-hsv.org 
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Ladies Holiday Social 
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Outreach Cont….. 

The outreach Committee voted last month to 

dedicate a donation given in memory of    

Prentice White towards the Uniontown 

clean water project. We were able to          

purchase 12 filters to help the community 

reach the goal.  

For over a decade, the Episcopal Church and 

other organizations have been shipping    

bottled water to this community to meet 

their daily drinking water needs. Water is 

heavy and hard to transport, and the plastic waste from single-serving water bottles makes 

this an unsustainable method for a long-term solution. 

Additionally, the families need to travel to a central distribution location to pick up the water 

they need regularly. This is a challenge for this aging, economically depressed community in 

Alabama’s Black Belt. A sustainable solution is needed.  

A quick Google search will provide a plethora of  details about the decades-long struggle this 

small community has had with toxic water, coal ash, landfill struggles, and a sewer system 

with spray fields. Lawsuits and government projects have been a way of  life for the citizens 

and their local leaders. While we can’t solve all these problems, we can work towards putting a 

Berkey water system to produce clean drinking water on every kitchen countertop that wants 

one.  

These systems are extremely effective, long-lasting, and simple to maintain but are not        

inexpensive. Each pair of  ceramic filters will filter 6,000 gallons of  water.  Estimating two to 

three gallons per day, that’s about 5 to 8 years' worth of  clean water before the filters have to 

be changed; a much more sustainable solution.  At around $400 each, support throughout the 

Diocese is needed. Thankfully, we have received a few grants and individual donations already 

to help us reach about 20% of  our goal. If  you are interested in supporting this ministry, 

please contact Claire Cotten, Diocesan Director of  Mission Funding, at ccotten@dioala.org.                         
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New Sunday School Offering for Lent 

Preparing to Become the Beloved Community 

Sunday mornings during Lent 10:00-10:50 in Bibb Chapel 

This Lent, you are invited to continue the conversation and into a journey to commit in new 

ways to becoming Beloved Community and growing loving, liberating, life-giving 

relationships across the human family of  God. This class is designed for individuals who 

have completed the Sacred Ground curriculum, are currently in a Sacred Ground dialogue 

circle or are interested in learning more. This class will meet Sundays, March 5, 12, 19, 26. 

Nativity Lenten Meditation Booklets 
 
Lenten Meditation booklets are available 

online, in print or delivered weekly to your 

mailbox. These thoughtful meditations    

written by Nativity clergy, members of  our 

parish family, and staff  are a wonderful    

resource for your Lenten journey. CLICK 

HERE for an online version, CLICK 

HERE for a downloadable PDF or 

email vhinton@nativity-hsv.org to be added 

to the weekly Lenten Meditation email      

distribution list. Printed copies are available 

Adult Formation 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFYJWfBQvc/IaI3Wr7PWEyKSVcol5DxVA/view?utm_content=DAFYJWfBQvc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFYJWfBQvc/IaI3Wr7PWEyKSVcol5DxVA/view?utm_content=DAFYJWfBQvc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3308823/2023lentenmeditations.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3308823/2023lentenmeditations.pdf
mailto:vhinton@nativity-hsv.org
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Community and Parish Engagement  

The Episcopal Church of  the Nativity strives to be good neighbors within our church family 
and in our community. The Parish and Community Engagement Committee works to     
provide opportunities to connect with each other, non-profit groups and social                 
organizations that support our core values and with our community by opening our doors 
and sharing our space during downtown community events. This list is ever changing, so 
make sure to check in regularly for opportunities to engage in your community! Use this link 
and sign up today! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E49ADAA2DA5F49-hiclc 

For more information please contact Vicky Hinton, vhinton@nativity-hsv.org or              
Rosie Veal Eby, rvealeby@nativity-hsv.org. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E49ADAA2DA5F49-hiclc
mailto:vhinton@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Community%20Engagement
mailto:rvealeby@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Community%20Engagement
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Common Ground by Derek Koehl 

Once the Nativity young adults group, Common Ground has changed over the last several 
years. Coming out of  the Covid disruption, a nascent intention to include aspects of  social 
justice into Common Ground's activities has taken center stage. Today Common Ground 
is not defined by or limited to a particular age cohort. Rather it brings together people of  
any identity or demographic who have a heart for social justice and making a difference in 
their community.  

Dialogue and intentional listening is also at the heart of  what Common Ground is. We   
actively seek out voices in the community with whom we can join in conversation and 
hear their visions and needs in an authentic manner. Open and constructive listening is 
crucially important to finding ways of  moving forward collectively as a society. Common 
Ground seeks to provide an example of  what this can look like. 

Over the last six months, Common Ground has been active in numerous community 
events. We volunteered at the recovery resource event Breaking Down Barriers. We      
supported the amazing neurodiverse artists of  Inside Out Studios. We engaged in an initial 
listening conversation with United Women of  Color. We represented Nativity at the 
Equality March parade and the Rocket City Pride Fest. Going into 2023, we want to   
maintain this level of  engagement and value not only your participation but also your   
passion and ideas.  

Common Ground @Nativity will meet regularly on the first and third Sunday evenings at 
6:00 PM in the Welcome Center next to Green Bus. In February that is Sunday the 5th 
and Sunday the 19th. In March that is Sunday the 5th and Sunday the 19th. We'd love to 
have you join us! 
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Easter Flower Dedications 

The deadline for Easter Flower Dedications is April 2nd.  To make a dedication, fill out 

the online form here or you may pick up a paper copy in the foyer by the nave or the      

brochure rack in Ridley Hall. 

 

https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/ff1eb31a-6155-4ac2-b4cc-9407b07161a6
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Checking in with Building and Grounds By Emily Rodgers 

 

 
Our beloved Church of  the Nativity, a “splendid specimen of  Gothic architecture”, located 

in downtown Huntsville is a source of  curiosity for visitors and tourist alike.  Tourist eager to 

see the inside of  the Nave are offered tours two times a week and the first Saturday of  the 

month.  Visitors have a difficult time navigating five buildings which comprise our campus.  

Look at the picture above.  Is there any signage to indicate the Nave, the Bell Tower, or    

Ridley Hall? 

 

 
 

How many have encountered people new to Nativity who are lost?  “Where is Joffrion Hall 

and where is Ridley Hall?”  In the above picture, we can see Joffrion Hall and Ridley Hall, but 

there are no signs labeling the structures.   

This year, we hope to install outdoor signage to label our buildings.  This will include signage 

for our parking lot at the corner of  Eustis Avenue and Greene Street, as well as signage for 

the circle driveway off  Greene Street and the six designated spots in that area.  By taking 

these measures, hopefully visitors and tourists alike will feel more welcome on our campus. 
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Youth Ministry  
 

Looking Ahead…… 

 

March 1: Honest Coffee         
@4-6pm 

 
March 3-5: Confirmation Retreat 

@ Camp McDowell 
 

March 5: JYC @5-6:30pm &          
EYC @6-7:30pm 

 
March 7: Study session           

@4-5:30pm in Welcome Center 
 

March 8: Yogurt Mtn @4-6pm 
 

March 12: No JYC/EYC! Enjoy 
your spring break! 

 
March 15: Honest Coffee       

@4-6pm 
 

March 19: JYC @5-6:30pm &       

EYC @6-7:30pm 

 

The youth had a great time at Stars 

and Strikes February 19th!!    
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Children’s Formation  

Campbell Cantrell 

Ellis Cook 

Harriet Davis 

Desmond Donovan 

Charlie Fitzgerald 

Sarah Laughlin Fleming 

Edna Hatcher 

 

Henry McCall 

Ivy McCurry 

James Nation Jr. 

Cora Putt 

Anne Crosby Reddy 

Ezra Spencer 

Anna Franklin Stroud 

 CONGRATULATIONS 2023 EUCHARIST INSTRUCTION CLASS 
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Office Volunteers 

Some of  the unsung heroes of  the church are the office volunteers. They answer the phones 
and field calls, help with our many mail-outs, take reservations for meetings and meals, and 
serve as the first person to greet the many people who come in to see us. We in the office and 
you in the pews depend on them for so many things and we thank all of  you who volunteer! 

 

We are in need of  volunteers for a Monday Morning and Friday Morning Shift, as well as 
emergency fill-ins when a volunteer is not able to make their scheduled shift. The morning 
shift is from 9:00am until 12:00pm and the afternoon shift is from 12:00pm until 4pm. If  you 
would be interested in volunteering at the front desk, please contact Amy Kennedy at    
akennedy@nativity-hsv.org or 256-533-2455 ext. 203.  

Baptism Photos 

We would like to display baptism photos of  

our parishioners in the parish hall whether it 

was this year or 100 years ago.  Please email 

or scan and bring in a copy of  your 4x6 

photos.  You may send them to 

abrooks@nativity-hsv.org. 

 

mailto:akennedy@nativity-hsv.org
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Vestry Retreat 2023 

We are very grateful to the 2023 Vestry 

and our clergy for their hard work at 

their annual retreat at Camp McDowell. 

Shrove Tuesday 
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Parish News 

Financial Update  
 

Parish Financial Report January 2023 
 

 
 

  Budget for 
Period 

Actual for 
Period Budget YTD Actual YTD 

Pledges Received $120,049.48 $161,392.15 $120,049.48 $161,392.15 

Plate $14,583.26 $16,836.55 $14,583.26 $16,836.55 

Other Revenues $8,835.39 $5,764.25 $8,835.39 $5,764.25 

Total Income 
$143,468.13 $183,992.95 $143,468.13 $183,992.95 

  

Diocese & Missions $16,155.77 $21,387.45 $16,155.77 $21,387.45 

Outreach $13,462.37 $11,499.88 $13,462.37 $11,499.88 

Personnel $80,843.23 $73,560.74 $80,843.23 $73,560.74 

Other Expenses $33,002.32 $22,428.02 $33,002.32 $22,428.02 

Total Expenses $143,463.69 $128,876.09 $143,463.69 $128,876.09 

          

Net 4.44 $55,116.86 $4.44 $55,116.86 

The Hatcher Family 

The Hale Family 

Jennifer Manning 

Guy McClure 

John Collier Lotz  

Caroline Abney 

Lucy Cooper 

Catherine Hendricks 

Janet Watson 

John Steigner 

Sara Goldsmith 

Thea Sommer 

Gavin Ray 

Anna Franklin Stroud 

Max Kimbro 

Raz Aboudonia 

Celie Brocato 

Jennings Brown 

Alana Putt 

                                                                        

New Members (since January 2023): 

February Youth Birthdays: 

Susan Todd 

Robbie Shafer 

In memory of the departed: 
Emma Mauldin 

James Nation, jr 

Colin Orr 

Wyatt Donovan 

Anna Ragsdale 
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Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Avenue SE   Huntsville, AL  35801 
256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374 
nativity-hsv.org 

2023 Altar Flower Dedications 
Your Name:__________________________________ Phone#:_____________________________________   

Dates requested: ________________________ (available dates listed below) 

 

December 11 

 

Name(s) for dedication: ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please choose one:  

__ in loving memory of…   __in thanksgiving for…   __in celebration of…           __in honor of... 
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES  ___NO        Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES   ___NO 
 

Dedications are $40 each or $20 if shared.  

or 

 Fill out the online form by clicking here.  

 

Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673 or Amy Kennedy akennedy@nativity-hsv.org 

CLICK HERE FOR 

THE JANUARY 

VESTRY MINUTES 

Visit nativity-hsv.org/vestry to view 

current Vestry minutes or call Austin 

Cook 256-533-2455. 

http://nativity-hsv.org
https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/4d106be5-ee73-43ae-a17e-97a13a3a93ab
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3308889/1_Jan_2023_Vestry_Minutes___Packet.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3308889/1_Jan_2023_Vestry_Minutes___Packet.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3308889/1_Jan_2023_Vestry_Minutes___Packet.pdf

