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Who can ever watch a replay of the epic film “The Ten
Commandments” without a vision of Charlton Heston
coming to mind? What a strong character… those
piercing eyes, that powerful, commanding voice. I
doubt anyone could have played the part better
than Heston. I’ve been thinking about that
image lately, and moreover, the life of Moses
himself.

Moses was a prophet, priest, ruler, and
savior of Israel. He is among the most prominent
biblical figures in both the New and Old
Testament. From the moment he was born, his life
was filled with conflict from outside forces. As a
Hebrew child, he was born at a time when King Herod
had just issued an order to have all male Hebrew babies in
Bethlehem executed. To avoid that fate, his parents placed
him in a basket and floated it down the Nile River, only to be
rescued and raised by Pharaoh’s own daughter. For the first
40 years of his life, he reaped the benefits and lived as a
prince as part of the royal family.

But one day he saw an Egyptian guard beating a Hebrew
slave. Moses instinctively and perhaps recklessly intervened
and killed the guard. Moses fled to the west, where he began
a life as a shepherd and stumbled into God in the form of a
burning bush. God has a mission for him… free the Israelites
from the bondage in Egypt. He reluctantly agrees to return to
Egypt and demand the Israelites’ release, but agrees with God
to little more than that. He even gives God five excuses as to
why he should not be the one to deliver the Israelites from
bondage, but God won’t let him off the hook. He asked Him,
“Who am I? Why would You send me to go before Pharaoh?
And what makes You think I could bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt? No, God. You’ve got the wrong guy!” God keeps
pushing him to do what God wants him to do.

As he led the exodus, the waters of the Red Sea were
parted. Eventually the Ten Commandments from God were
delivered to the Israelites. Descending from Mount Sinai,
Moses knows ahead of time that the people are worshiping a
golden idol, because God has warned him of this fact. Upon
seeing the people, Moses angrily breaks the stone tablets
inscribed with God’s laws. And after 40 years of leading the
Israelites through the desert in search of the Promised Land,
God commands Moses to produce water from a rock by
speaking to it, but, irritated with the people’s complaints,

Moses hits the rock with his staff. That act of rage bars Moses
from entering the promised land to which he had

guided the Israelites for almost half a century.
Moses was diligent, passionate, impulsive,

and steadfastly obedient. Moses didn’t believe
he was worthy of God using him for such a
mission. But God had a purpose for Moses. It
was pointless for Moses to argue against that
plan or to change it. Moses is a compelling
biblical figure because he possesses human

faults. Initially, he was timid and faithless, he
had anger and rage issues, he tried to do

everything himself, he was somewhat self-
centered and impatient.

But Moses developed patience, charisma, wisdom, and
humility. In fact, he is considered one of the most humble men
in the Bible. He found confidence in God, not himself. That
allowed him to be the vessel for God’s chosen leader. But he
wasn’t perfect. To quote from the recent movie Father Stu,
”We shouldn’t pray for an easy life, but for the strength to
endure a difficult one.”

Are we sometimes like Moses? Do we listen to what God is
saying to us, leading us to do? As hard as the task may seem,
do we faithfully accept that it is what God wants? Do we pray
for God to use us as his vessel? Could we remain humble?
Moses did. That humility brought him even closer to the
Father. What if he hadn’t? Perhaps God would have found
someone else, and Moses would have lost the blessing.

Our mission, our calling as Brothers, is to bring men and
youth closer to Christ. Do we dedicate our daily lives to doing
that? If we are called to a ministry but are reluctant to say yes
because we think we lack the necessary skills, we must
remember God’s promise to Moses and trust that God will be
with us, too. As someone wise once said, “God doesn’t call
the qualified; God qualifies the called”. When was the last time
you told another man about what the Brotherhood has meant
to you?

Let’s humble ourselves. Draw near to the Father. Accept
our calling.

That’s what’s on my mind.
Conrad
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Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

HOLY MOSES!
On My Mind…
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Directly Speaking

TomWelch, Executive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

ALL IN GOOD TIME; GOD’S TIME

To the right you will read of a re-charter
from one of the oldest Chapters in the
country. Many times I find myself looking at
history. Sometimes I wonder if we spend
too much time talking about the “good ole
days” in what ever context and don’t spend
has much time admiring what can be.

We are coming out of a pandemic. None
of us have seen anything like this before. I
field telephone calls, web inquiries, emails
and snail mail from men all over the
country, from all walks of life, all
persuasions. The common thread? They
have all but had it with electronic media
channels for building meaningful
relationships. There is always a “longing”
for human connection in real-time, face to
face. That’s how God wired us. During
Easter Week I made noon mass at the
Cathedral nearly every day. When I got to
speak with one of the canons to the bishop
he said, “Tom, it's so nice to see you in
three-dimension.” He was right!

Children of God, I dare say little to none
of us joined this ministry among men
through the virtual window. It came from
personal invitations, personal encounters,
personal spiritual hunger for a men’s
ministry of substance. That’s what we have.
Men now represent the largest single
minority in the church today. We have what
they want. We can offer to every priest a
variety of channels through our various
ministries to bring men back into active
engagement in the brick-and-mortar church
house, the community centers, etc.

The letter to the right is just one
example of “re-charters” in the last several months. In this case it took nearly three years to happen, thanks to the pandemic.
You will read in this issue about Christ Church in Covington, Louisiana, cranking back up. In that case it took nearly four years.
In both cases it was the result of conversations and in-person encounters I had with one or more in these two locations. Your
financial gifts make things like this happen. I am deeply grateful for your generosity.

We will thrive again, all in God’s time. In the meantime, be patient with yourselves, with one another. Reach out to others
and give thanks for the simple things in your life. Share your story with others. “In time” it builds community. It always has. It
always will; person-to-person, three-dimensional encounters.
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Soon after we got our feet planted after moving to
northeastern coastal North Carolina in May 2021, my wife
Janie and I started our “church shopping.” We’d lived in
Virginia our entire lives and this was new unchartered
territory for us! Admittedly, we really wanted to make sure
we found a good fit, because having a church home that
feels right, has parishioners who make you feel invited, and
offers a parish life that is active (especially during the
leftover COVID restrictions) would be important to us feeling
good about our move.

God speaks in whispers…
One Sunday morning, we were running a little late and

could not get to the 10 a.m. service at one of the fairly local
churches we had been visiting. I said to my wife—“we can
probably make the 10:30 service in Elizabeth City, wanna try
it?”

After our first visit to Christ Episcopal Church in Elizabeth
City, NC., it just felt like that is where God wanted us to be.
You know that feeling. The greeters were very welcoming to
see us newbies as
visitors. The rector’s
sermon really hit
home. And my, oh
my, an absolutely
BEAUTIFUL pipe
organ. The church
was founded in
1825 and is on the
National Register of
Historic Places.

But, as we
exited after services
to greet the rector,
The Rev. Daniel
Cenci, and right
away he noticed I
had on a
Brotherhood lapel
pin. To which he
said to me, “I know
about the Brotherhood from when I was a seminarian at
Pohick church in Northern Virginia. We should get a Chapter
started here at Christ Church!”

God speaks in whispers…
Three weeks later, I had lunch with Father Daniel and

three of the men from the parish who would help spread the
word to get a men’s ministry established. Two weeks after
that, the church began placing a Brotherhood of St. Andrew

post in their weekly emails inviting men to an “informational
session” between the two services. I gave a “ministry
minute” talk during announcements inviting the men of the
parish to come hear about the Brotherhood.

A week later a group of 10 met, discussed the history of
the Brotherhood and that an original chartered Chapter had
started in 1914 in that parish. Several men volunteered to
take leadership roles and the rest is, as they say, “history”!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew has been officially re-
chartered at Christ Church as of Sunday, March 20, 2022.
Chapter #2219-S was originally chartered in 1914. Welcome
to our newest Brothers from Christ Church, Elizabeth City,
NC!

You just never know what the power of having the
Brotherhood lapel pin on can mean as a conversation
starter!

The Rev. Daniel Cenci (l) presents the charter to the new Chapter Director Bo Setliff.

CHRIST CHURCH NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER RE-INSTITUTED
By Conrad Jones, President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
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Saint Andrew traveled much of the then known world
spreading the message of God’s presence and Jesus’
loving word. So, how about us? Let us be direct. It has
been estimated that the average Episcopalian invites an
acquaintance to church once every 27 years.

How about me? From my days attending the
Episcopal student center in College Station, Texas and
along the way to today—I have served as Sunday School
teacher, usher (passed the plate, counted the money)
read the lessons, did Morning Prayer, Junior and Senior
Warden and on and on…. Never once have I invited
anyone to church or spread the word of Jesus.

How about you? We need you—all of us, including
me—to be active in Evangelism. What is Evangelism?
Evangelism is the spiritual practice by which we seek,
name, and celebrate Jesus’ loving presence in the stories
of all people. I hope this resonates with you! The number
of individuals identifying as Christians, and attending our
churches, is decreasing year by year.

Where is our Church going? Our Presiding Bishop, The
Most Reverend Michael Curry, views Evangelism as part

of the Jesus Movement. The Jesus Movement is the
ongoing community of people who center their lives on
Jesus and follow him into a loving, liberating and life-
giving relationship each other and God. As members of
the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew we are dedicated to
“the spread of Christ’s kingdom, especially among men
and youth, not by our might but by the power of God’s
Spirit.” Brothers, let your Andrew out by spreading the
word of God.

In our Baptismal Covenant we make this promise—
“Will you proclaim the good news of God in Christ in word
and deed? I will with God’s help.” Think Positive: Go to
www.episcopalchurch.org/evangelism. There you will find
a world of opportunity to grow in spreading the Word!

10-SECOND BROTHERHOOD PERSONAL EVANGELISM

1) A simple introduction—meet someone in your
parish that you don’t know (or don’t know well),
including in your introduction that you are a
member of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

2) At coffee hour, at your table, “Does everyone
know we have a great men’s ministry group here at
this church? Is there anyone you can think of I
should tell?”

3) In casual conversation: “Would you like to join me
Saturday morning for breakfast and our men’s
ministry gathering?”

4) Wear your Brotherhood pin!
5) For someone on the church prayer list: “I’m so

sorry to hear you have been dealing with some
health concerns. May our Brotherhood men’s
ministry group also pray for you?”

AN EVANGELIST WAS SAINT ANDREW! HOW ABOUT YOU?
By David R. Adams, Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Executive Board

Evangelism
The Brotherhood Collect

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle
Andrew, that he readily obeyed the call of your Son
Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give us,
who are called by your Holy Word, grace to follow him
without delay, and to bring those near to us into his
gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

Amen.

PHOTO - CC:© PLAMEN AGOV • STUDIOLEMONTREE.COM

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/evangelism


6#brstandrew T�� B���������� �� S�. A�����

hrist Episcopal Church, Covington has
offered a great opportunity for an
intentional, purpose filled and committed

men’s ministry as its 2022 Lenten season begins.
Residing deep in the heart of long-time parishioner
Gary Taylor, has been a heart-felt vision to see the
church affiliate with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
Now, along with the support of The Reverend
Winston Rice, The Reverend Morgan MacIntire and
Church Vestry representative Reed Sheppard, the
values and the resources have been provided to
prepare the ground to move this vision forward.

With encouragement from Tom Welch, the
Brotherhood’s National Executive Director and
helpful guidance from his appointed mentor and 1st
Vice President of Field Operations - Tom Martin, a
men’s formation event titled, “Why the
Brotherhood?” was brought to the parish on
February 19, 2022. This gathering drew 19 men
together to learn more about the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew, its history, its mission, its resources, its
focus on prayer study & service, and all of the
value-added aspects of its organization that could
provide the right foundation as these men of this
Parish seek to become the best version of
themselves through their faith in Christ.

Led by the Reverend Winston Rice with the
assistance of Tom
Martin, during the
February 20, 2022
Sunday worship
service, an official
ceremony was held
to install the
Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Chapter for
Christ Episcopal
Church, Covington.

The first
organizational
meeting of this new
chapter occurred

March 5th and officers were elected, letters of
welcome from Conrad Jones and the Brotherhood’s
pins were provided to the 24 men gathered as the
official roster was put together for the National
Brotherhood Office.

As this chapter moves forward, Gary Taylor is
enthusiastic for the men who have answered the
call to engage in this deeper fellowship opportunity
to reflect the servanthood of men seeking to
become more effective disciples of Christ and to
encourage confidence and courage to witness their
faith in Christ – not only to the needs of the
Parishioners inside but to live out the mission of our
Parish to be Christ’s heart, hands and feet in today’s
world.

THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW RETURNS
TO THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA
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As part of the Brotherhood National
Day of Service, the St. Matthew – Austin
Chapter of the Texas Assembly of the
Brotherhood undertook a two-part service
project, consisting of 1) engaging
homeless Veterans and 2) erecting a “Tiny
Home” at Community First! Village, an
Austin area community designed for the
chronically homeless.

On the National Day of Service
emphasis, a luncheon attracted 16
Veterans from Afghanistan, Iraq, Vietnam,
and other theaters, who are neighbors in
the Village, where they shared prayers, a
meal and their personal stories. These
monthly luncheons are hosted by the
Episcopal Veterans Fellowship, and led by
The Rev. David Peters, EVF founder. They
are held in an open air pavilion, a
comfortable environment for the veterans
within the Village. To paraphrase essayist
Wendell Berry, “the Bible is best read and
understood outdoors, and the farther
outdoors the better."

The mental and emotional backpacks
of veterans coming home from war can
never be completely emptied, but—as
part of these returning warriors practicing
the spiritual discipline of pilgrimage—
reconciliation within themselves can be
assisted through the sharing of their
memories, sharing a meal, and sharing
sacrament in the Church. The St.
Matthew-Austin Chapter was fortunate to
be able to support these luncheons, held
on the 3rd Thursdays of each month.

The second part of the National Day
of Service was erecting a “Tiny Home”
within Community First Village, an
innovative master planned community
that provides affordable, permanent
housing and a supportive community for men and women, including Veterans, coming out of chronic homelessness. St. Matthew-Austin
was part of team of 11 people from four churches, starting at 9 a.m. and finishing by 1 p.m. With a concrete foundation in place, a team of
six-eight non-skilled volunteers can erect the exterior walls and roof of one of these homes in usually just a half-day. This rapid
construction by unskilled workers is based on the use of SIP technology (structural insulated panels, consisting of pre-assembled panels
of an insulating foam core sandwiched between two boards. Clicking in place like Lego’s, the four walls and two-piece roof segments are
easily assembled.

Mobile Loaves & Fishes (MLF—mlf.org) has developed this transformative residential program, which exists to love and serve our
neighbors who have been living on the streets, while also empowering the surrounding community into a lifestyle of service to the
homeless. Welcome Homeless, a book by Alan Graham, MLF founder, describes the genesis of Community First! Village. The village
strives to fulfill God's word as found in Genesis 2:15, “The Lord God took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and
take care of it.”

TEXAS BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER CONNECTS WITH
HOMELESS VETERANS

BY DON NEELY, ST. MATTHEW-AUSTIN, BROTHERHOOD TEXAS ASSEMBLY

A Recipe from Texas “Holy Smoker”
Texas Beans Feed the Homeless
(This recipe serves ten and can be
increased)

Prep time: 12 hours / Cook time: 12 hours / Total
time: 1 day

Equipment: Slow Cooker (preferably with a 12 hr.
timer)

Ingredients

• 2 lb dried Pinto Beans
• 1 ham hock (or ham end piece)
• 6 ounces of sliced bacon; (6 slices)
• 1 large onion, chopped medium (1 1/2 cups)
• ½ to 1 garlic knob (8 medium garlic cloves,

peeled and halved)
• 2 tbsp salt
• 1 bunch of fresh cilantro

Instructions

1. In large pot or bowl add Pinto Beans and fill
with water (2” above beans); cover pot; and
soak for 12 hours (occasionally remove bean
husks that float to the surface)

2. Drain and rinse beans.
3. Line bottom of slow cooker with bacon strips

and position ham hock in center of slow
cooker

4. In order, add to the slow cooker the
following: 1) chopped garlic cloves; 2)
chopped onion; 3) rinsed beans, 4) salt, and
5) fill with water to top of slow cooker.

5. Select slow cooker “low heat” and set timer
for 12 hrs. (Occasionally stir bean mixture)

6. After 12 hrs, test beans for creaminess/
tenderness, and if tender then turn slow
cooker off

7. With tongs or a slotted spoon remove ham
hock from pot (skin, bone & cartilage)

8. 15 minutes before serving, add chopped
fresh cilantro.

https://mlf.org/community-first/
https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalVeteransFellowship/
https://mlf.org/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01HAK33AG/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our June issue is May 25.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

1. Send your material to
editor@brothersandrew.net

2. Submit stories in MS Word format
with minimal formatting.

3. Do not embed photos in your
stories. Offer good photos (in as
high resolution as you can) as jpg
attachments to an email with an
accompanying Word file explaining
the photo or photos and who is
included. Be sure to check for
proper name spelling and titles.

4. If you have any questions or need
assistance, feel free to write to
editor@brothersandrew.net or call
502-345-6406. Thanks!

What Did Your
Chapter Do as
Part of Our
Brotherhood
National Day of
Service?
Share your photos and
stories to
editor@brothersandrew.net

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.


