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Collect for Calling a Rector

Almighty God of love and grace; We are gathered together in your
presence, seeking guidance as we call a new Rector to St. James.
We pray for wisdom, and ask that you lead us to a priest who will
walk with us, and strengthen our community, as we continue on our
journey of loving people and serving people. In your name we pray,
Amen.



Greetings from the Search Committee

We wish to extend a heartfelt WELCOME on behalf of the members
of St. James Episcopal Church in Pewee Valley. We are pleased to
present you with a copy of our Parish Profile, which shares our
journey over the last 160 years.

The Search Committee promises to welcome with enthusiasm our
new rector  and family, and to assist them in adjustment into the
community. We are a warm and caring parish and look forward to
receiving our new rector into our church community. We have
developed this profile as a team and believe that God will guide
our search for our next rector.

In faith and love,
The Search Committee Members - Beth Webb, Connie Coartney,
Judy Haas, Eric Martin, Debbie Stover, Mike Duncan & Debi Chism



Statement of Faith and Purpose

Vision

† To be disciples --- those who know Christ, share Christ, and multiply
Christ in the lives of others.

† We will achieve our Vision through our Mission “Loving People,
Serving People” and our Core Values.

Mission

To Love People and to Serve People, through:

† Worship (spiritual growth)

† Education

† In-reach to our St. James congregation and Community
Outreach to our brothers and sisters outside the St. James
congregation

Core Values

† We are committed to Faith in Jesus Christ.

† We are a welcoming and affirming Church, and we value
diversity.

† We embrace respect for all people, empathy and kindness,
recognizing that ALL people are God’s people.



How We Worship

St. James is probably best described as a “broad church”,
embracing traditional liturgy during services. Prior to the onset of the
Covid-19 pandemic, St James offered the following worship:

8:00 AM

Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 (Traditional language, with music)

9:00 – 11:30 AM

Nursery care available for those parents who would like to use it.

10:30 AM

Sunday School for Pre-K through Middle School (children leave
church before the reading of the first lesson and return during the
Passing of the Peace).

10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (Contemporary language, with choir)

† Lay Healing ministers were available in the back of the church to
pray and anoint with healing oil if requested.  This has been
suspended since Covid.



† Coffee and fellowship in the Parish Hall follow both services.

† Blessing of the healing blankets takes place on the first Sunday of
the  month.

† Food Bags collected monthly to support the local community
food pantry.

To maintain safety for everyone, in-person services were shut down
from March 2020 thru early 2021.  During that time, St James
initiated additional online presence via Facebook and Youtube.
One service every Sunday was made available for virtual
attendance; St James also held several outdoor services during fall
of 2020, and for Easter 2021.

As of March 2021, one in-person service is offered at 10 AM on
Sunday, with masking required and a designated Cantor singing.



Organizations/Ministries at St. James

Worship Committee  †  Altar Guild  †  Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Lay Eucharistic Ministers  †  Lay Readers †  Verger

Oblation Bearers and Ushers † Server/Acolyte † Eucharistic Visitors



Daughters of the King -St. James’ of the Valley Chapter
The Chapter was formed in 2007 and currently has 21 members. All
have taken vows that require spiritual discipline of daily prayer,

service and evangelism. Vows are met
through daily intercessory prayer when
requested, not only by St. James
parishioners, but for anyone needing
spiritual intervention. The Daughters also
provide service by supporting the rector
and the church community to include
activities such as coordination of Lenten
programs and  soup suppers and other
various church functions. The Daughters

also nurture and maintain a Prayer Garden on the church grounds
that is open to any and all who need a quiet place to reflect.



Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
The Women of St. James are a lively and productive group, sharing
their  many talents. They hold an annual yard sale in April and an
annual plant sale in May. In October, they hold a wonderful Arts &
Crafts show. This has turned into a large fundraiser for them
because two other churches in  Pewee Valley hold simultaneous
sales with the churches all within walking  distance of each other.
They participate in many community charities by donating food
and money from the funds raised during these annual events. They
also prepare receptions/food at the request of the rector. They are
generous spirits, always ready and able to provide what is
requested from them.



Music at St. James

Organist-Choirmaster, Daniel D. Martin
Daniel completed his undergraduate
study in organ performance at
Jacksonville University, Florida. He
moved to Louisville to attend Southern
Seminary for graduate work in organ
and conducting.
Daniel often composes for the choir
which has grown and improved under

his continued teaching and leadership.

Choir
St. James’ Church has a small but
dedicated Choir whose members
take seriously their role in worship
through music. The choir sings
regularly at the 10:30 Sunday
morning service, as well as special
services during Advent/Christmas,
Lent/Easter, and other feast days.

Children
Children are welcome and
encouraged to actively participate in
Music at St. James’ Church.



Hand Bells
We have a three-octave set of handbills, as well
as hand chimes, and various members of the
Choir and other parish members participate in
ringing bells for special occasions. Our hope is
to continue to build our Bell Choir so that it can
become a regular addition to the  music
program.

Happenings at St. James

St. James’ Day – Third Sunday
in July

Hail thee Festival Day! We
celebrate the Patronal
Festival for St. James with one
service on that day, which
permits all to worship
together, to honor St. James
in prayer and thankfulness
with festive music and song,
and the presentation of the

Eucharist.

The Saint's Day service traditionally concludes with our church
members continuing with the celebration by socializing, and enjoying
lunch after the service on the beautiful lawns of the church.

Lenten Soup Suppers

Church is open on Wednesdays during Lent
from 6-6:30pm for private meditation and
personal self-guided Stations of the Cross.
Prayers and scripts are provided to those
parishioners who wish to walk the
stations during their private meditation.

Following, the Daughters of the King
coordinate a traditional soup supper in
Gleason Hall, and at 7:00 pm various guest speakers deliver a Lenten
presentation.



Trunk or Treat

In the fall of 2015, St. James hosted its first
Trunk or Treat event for the local community.
This fun, family-orientated outreach program
drew 100’s of  little ghosts, goblins and
superheroes to St. James. Participants
enjoyed carnival style games,
trick-or-treating, food and a visit from the
Pewee Valley Fire Department. With such a

warm reception from the community, this has been an annual St.
James’ event (with 2020 being the only year skipped as a result of
COVID-19).

Parish Social Gatherings
Prior to the pandemic, there have been many fellowship
opportunities for our parishioners including:

† Lunches on the Lawn

† Parish Breakfasts

† Annual “Bats” AAA Baseball game

† Monthly “Porch Theology 101”
gatherings

† Book club

† Kick ball team

† Youth outings



Outreach Beyond the Red Doors

Healing Blanket Ministry

This ministry began in June 2004 by a parishioner. Several members
gather in the undercroft cutting, piecing and sewing beautiful
healing blankets to be distributed to the anxious, sick, bereaved, or
anyone needing comfort.

A milestone was met May 30, 2014, the 1,000th blanket was sewn.
As of August 2021, almost 1,600 blankets have been given out to
those in need across the country and around the world. A brochure

with healing prayers is tucked into the
blanket.

In 2016, the ministry expanded with the
addition of Blankets of Joy, which are
available to new parents, and include
prayers for both babies and parents.

Oldham County Food Bank/Food Collection

Once a month, St. James’ parishioners are invited to bring
donations for  the Food Bank. Donation bags have been beautifully
decorated by our children and blessed by our priest.

The collection of needed food items for families in the Oldham
County area has been going on for the past seven years. Currently
all parishioners who want to contribute are asked to pick up an
empty bag on the last Sunday of each month and they are asked
to bring the bag back on the first Sunday of each month. These
donations are taken up to the altar during services. The food that is
collected is delivered the next week to the Oldham County Food
Bank.

Interfaith Holiday Baskets

Each year in November, St. James does a holiday specific food
drive.  Together with the South Oldham Inter Church Council, we
help provide families with food boxes designed to last a family
through the winter break, including food for a Christmas meal.  In
addition to food, monetary gifts are also collected for the more
perishable food items. We donate many, many turkeys and hams!
St. James is historically a very generous parish and continues to
make a real difference in the lives of so many.



The Giving Tree

With assistance from the Oldham County Red Cross, St. James’
“adopts”  two or three families every year at Christmastime. The
names, ages, shoe  and clothing sizes, along with “special requests”
are listed on hand-made ornaments and hung on our Christmas
tree. St. James’ parishioners are invited to take an ornament or two,
and fulfill each child’s wishes. The gifts are then collected and
delivered to the Oldham County Red Cross.

Prayer Walk

A series of 6 Prayer Posts, lining the St. James property along
Highway 146, was the project of a young
St. James parishioner, 17 year old Austin
Hanna, in fulfillment of his Eagle Scout
badge requirements. Austin designed the
posts and supervised their installment, with
the help of congregation members and
fellow scouts, in February of 2014. The
cement posts are topped with plaques
engraved with verses from Psalms and

New Testament scriptures. Austin funded the project with donations
from the congregation, ECW, and DOK, as well as grant money
available to Eagle Scouts from local businesses.

Laundry Love & Food Pantry

St. James’, along with four
other local churches from the
South Oldham Interchurch
Council, coordinate with
Crestwood Laundromat to
sponsor a monthly event
during which all guests
receive free quarters for
machines, laundry detergent
pods, and dryer sheets.
During the pandemic, gift
bags including pods and
dryer sheets, along with $20 gift cards, have been dropped off for
distribution to guests.

Lacking a food pantry in South Oldham County, the SOICC also
began a Food Pantry at the laundromat, which is supported
throughout the month by the sponsoring church.  The food pantry
has been welcomed by all, and is in continuous need of



replenishment.  St. James’ is the sponsoring church approximately
every five months, although the Food Pantry is open to all
donations.

Episcopal Church Home Women’s Board

The Episcopal Church Home is a faith filled
senior neighborhood. Several of the ladies of St.
James are members of the ECH Women’s
Board. This group raises funds to supplement
and support residents of the Episcopal Church
Home that are unable to afford some of the
services at the Home.

Kentucky Refugee Ministries

St. James has previously sponsored several
families over the years ranging from Sudan, Asia, and most recently,
the Middle East. Our congregation has assisted with locating
housing, furnishing their home, helping them get oriented to the
USA, job applications/ interviews, transporting them around the
area, and any other task that’s needed. We are looking forward to
another opportunity to work with refugees in the future.

AA/Al-Anon Meetings

AA & AL-Anon meet at St. James on Tuesdays & Saturday nights at
8:00 PM.  There are a few different groups (Pewee Valley AFG,
Saturday Night AA, Sober Today, etc.) but overall they combine
into a large group.

Girl Scouts

The Girl Scouts meet every other Monday from 6:30 to 8:30. The girls
have  made prayer beads for the Daughters of the King and they
are donating a  portion of their cookie sales back to St. James for
use of the space. They also help with our Spring Clean Up Day as a
community service.

Animal Care Ministry

New to 2021, St. James is launching a new
animal care ministry, the Brothers & Sisters of
St. Francis. Inspired by a reflection from our
Head Verger, we are developing a ministry
that will provide for the needs of animals in
the care of local organizations to provide
food, supplies, donations, etc., on a monthly
or quarterly basis.



Christian Formation

Adults
Adult formation class is offered between the two services on Sunday
mornings. We also have annual inquirer’s classes in preparation for
confirmation into the Episcopal Church. We are trying to find
innovative ways to engage adults in Christian Formation such as our
book club, Panera bible study and Porch Theology gatherings. We
are open to new ideas in this area.

In addition, our Deacon Rev. Mary Abrams leads a local Education
for Ministry (EfM) group, requiring a multi-year commitment and
attended by several churches.

Children
St. James provides a warm and loving
environment where children in  grades, K
through 5th, are encouraged to explore
and grow in their faith through various
teaching methods, including story telling,
role-playing and arts and crafts.
Children’s Christian formation classes
would begin in September and end in
May.

In an effort for our children
to live and practice their
faith outside of the Red
Doors of St. James, many
community outreach
opportunities are
incorporated into the
curriculum. Recent events
include providing meals for
the Ronald McDonald
House, sending Christmas
cards to our servicemen
and servicewomen, and

creating Valentines Day cards for the patients at Kosair Children’s
Hospital.



St. James Preschool

St. James’ Preschool began with the 2005-06 school year. The
state-licensed school has served many children over the years and
offers classes for ages 2, 3, and 4 as well as Parents Day Out
programs during the school year and summer. The school is
currently run by a director who oversees the day to day operations,
and is governed by a Preschool Advisory Board consisting of church
members, a preschool parent, and a vestry member. The Preschool
enrolls over forty students in three classes.

St. James’ Preschool is based on the philosophy that children are
best served in an environment that stimulates and encourages
creative and developmental growth appropriate to each child’s
individual needs. The children get to have “bible story time” with the
rector on Tuesday mornings. Our program provides experiences
that enrich and enhance each child’s cognitive, language, social,
emotional, physical and creative development.



Our Next Rector

While we are proud of the rich and long history of St. James, we
seek a Rector that can respect the church’s historical traditions, but
guide us as we explore new opportunities for growth.  Openness,
diversity, interpersonal skills and the ability to foster spiritual
relationships in our congregation are especially important to us.

Preaching/Teaching

We desire a rector that will conduct services in an open friendly
manner.  We practice an open table Eucharist and “All Are
Welcome” approach. Engaging sermons that connect the lessons
of the scriptures to our daily lives and empower us to be disciples of
Christ are a high priority for our next Rector.

Pastoral Care

This area is as important to us as it is to all Episcopal churches. In
essence, being the Shepherd to the St. James flock. We look
forward to a rector who will share in our times of joy and sorrows or
what an old English clergy person called the “hatches, matches,
and dispatches.”

Shepherding & Leadership

Since we are a pastoral led parish it’s vital to have a Rector who
can identify and empower others for leadership roles within the
church.  St. James members are eager to share their time, talent
and treasure under the guidance of a loving, encouraging Rector.

Flexible & Versatile Leader

We are a priest led parish and seek a strong leader with the ability
to encourage others to take leadership roles within St. James. We
know a rector can’t take on all responsibilities in a parish but we
desire a rector who will facilitate the activities and support the
parishioners taking on those responsibilities.



Wishes for the Future

† Develop a foundation for youth
ministry. Our goal is to expand activities
for youth with an immediate focus on
middle school ages and hopefully
progress to develop high school
activities as youth attendance grows.

† Increase opportunities to engage
more members. Encourage all
members to develop their spiritual gifts
to help fulfill the mission of the church.

† Develop a strong sense of community
among our members. Improve unity
and fellowship between all members.

† Increase the visibility of St. James in
the community by identifying
opportunities to serve those around us.



Self Reflection

In September 2021, St. James’ participated in Holy Cow! Survey to
give our parishioners an opportunity to share their values and to
discern their thoughts and goals for the future of St. James.  Here
are some of the results from the survey:

What we value about St. James
-Welcoming and very friendly
-Children are welcome
-Social Connections and small groups
-Giving back to the community
-Caring for each other
-Sharing our faith
-All are welcome at the table

What we value about being Episcopalian
-Acceptance of diversity
-All are welcome at the communion table
-Tradition, reason, and scripture based faith
-Open minded tradition that encourages exploring our faith
-Reverence in worship
-Episcopalians are a blend of tradition and modern worship
and beliefs
-Connecting with worldwide needs

Christian Formation

St. James is eager to learn!  We seek Christian Education in various
settings and formats that will enable us to reach the diverse needs
of our parish community.  Engaging and nurturing our parish, that
ranges from our thriving preschool to adult Christian Formation, is a
priority for us.  Exploring opportunities for intergenerational learning
is also especially exciting to us.

Hospitality

St. James strives to be a welcoming and warm community.
Hospitality is at the heart of St. James and we strive to extend that
welcoming, inclusive energy not only inside our church walls, but
beyond our famous red doors into the surrounding community.



Outreach Ministries

With a motto of “Loving People, Serving People”, St. James makes
a concerted effort to fulfill our Baptistimal Covenant to serve Christ
in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves.  While we are
passionate and dedicated to our various outreach ministries, St.
James is open to hear the call of Christ and explore new avenues
and opportunities to serve our neighbors and those in need.

Worship

St. James cherishes the opportunity to worship together in the
presence of God. Experiencing the Good News of Christ, giving
thanks and praise, offering confession and being renewed by the
body of Christ are the core of our service.  While we value the
traditional rituals of the Episcopal faith, we are also open to diverse
and different worship opportunities.  St. James has a tradition of
welcoming children to the Eucharistic table during worship and
encouraging their involvement throughout the worship service.  This
openness and flexibility is a hallmark of our service and worship
community.



Parish History

“Lord, here am I.”
In the same spirit that moved Abraham and Ananias, three families
gathered in Pewee Valley on May 24, 1858, in what was to be the
first parish meeting of Pewee Valley’s St. James Episcopal Church.
The purpose of the meeting, at the home of Thomas Smith, was to
petition for admittance to the Diocese of Kentucky at the
Convention being held the next day. On May 27, the Diocesan
Convention did admit St. James as a Parish of the Diocese of
Kentucky, and the parish was born.

† 1869: the building, of native Pewee Valley limestone, was
completed at a  cost of $4000.

† 1908: work began on the church rectory.

† 1924: organ was purchased and installed.

† 1965: the parish house was built and attached to the church by a
porch.

† 1980’s: the building was named to the National Register of Historic
Places.

† 2004: completed work on the large
addition to the church which includes
a fellowship hall (Gleason Hall),
Christian formation rooms, and a
kitchen. The rectory was torn down
for this expansion.

† 2005: Preschool was started with a
playground added the following
year.

† 2019-2021: Construction of the Austin Hanna
Memorial Wall and improvements to the
cemetery environs, including a pebble path,
paved walkway and brass inlay, dedicated as
the Holy Spirit Way.

Our Facilities

St. James’ Episcopal Church, modeled after a  12th-century English
country church, is located  on approximately five acres in the



quaint town  of Pewee Valley. It is also the only Episcopal
church in Oldham County.

The sanctuary was erected in 1869 and is constructed of native
Pewee Valley limestone. It is also listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. The red doors invite visitors into the stone  narthex,
which holds the working bell tower. The nave in the sanctuary has
seating for approximately 120.

Board Hall was added to the church property in 1965 and consists
of the sacristy, undercroft, bridal room, and offices, including the
offices of  the Rector and Parish Administrator. In the lower level of
Board Hall are kitchen facilities and meeting space.

Adjacent to the sanctuary is the church cemetery. In keeping with
the architectural style of the church, an Old English lych-gate marks
the  entrance to the cemetery. The cemetery was  expanded in
1992 and now has 156 burial sites.

In 2004 conducted a capital campaign and  added Gleason Hall
to the parish grounds. The main level serves as the parish fellowship
hall and  is also a venue for various events including weddings, art
fairs and Girl Scout meetings. This level also contains a commercial
grade kitchen and nursery. The lower level, which houses the St.
James Preschool, consists of a choir rehearsal room, four large
classrooms, a board room, an office for the Preschool Director  and
two storage rooms.



Pewee Valley in Oldham County, Kentucky

The quaint village of Pewee Valley offers quiet country living with
urban  amenities less than ten minutes away. You can drive ten
minutes southeast  of our church and live on several acres of land
and experience country  living. You can also live in a more
traditional neighborhood and take  advantage of the
conveniences of pools, playgrounds, and other  neighborhood

amenities and still be less than five
minutes from church.
Your family can take advantage of
the Oldham County award winning
schools. Oldham County Schools
consist of a preschool, ten
elementary schools, four middle
schools, three high schools, an
alternative school, a
career center and a center for the
arts and community education.
Student  enrollment has more than
doubled in recent years, bringing the
current  number of students to

approximately 12,900 in grades Preschool through 12. The Oldham
County Schools:

● Ranked in the 98% percentile on the state assessment, and
each school in the district maintains the highest possible
accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, designating OCS as an award-winning school district
both on the state and national levels

● The second most Nationally Certified teachers of any
Kentucky District.

● Average student-to-teacher ratio: 16:1
● Certified teachers with advanced degrees: 84.8% (Master’s or

higher) Average years of teacher’s experience: 11.2
● Three time designee of the Advanced Placement Honor Roll

(Kentucky’s  only three-time recipient).

For more information on Oldham County and Oldham County
schools, check out their websites at touroldham.com/history and
www.oldham.kyschools.us.



The Best of Both Worlds

While Pewee Valley can offer quiet
country living , you can find urban
amenities less than ten minutes away.
Louisville gives its residents the best of
both worlds; a small-town vibe, with all
the amenities of a larger urban area. The Arts are alive and well
here. Louisville is one of only a few U.S. cities with a professional
full-time orchestra, opera, ballet, children’s theatre, and Broadway
Series. Recently, the Speed Art Museum and the Kentucky Museum
of Art and Craft reopened after significant expansions and

renovations. In addition, you’ll find a
zoo, amusement park, bourbon trails,
ghost tours and a beautiful park system.

Every spring, Louisville hosts a two-week
party surrounding the running of the
Kentucky Derby at iconic Churchill
Downs. The Kentucky Derby Museum is
also a great way to immerse oneself in

the local culture. Of course horseracing isn’t the only sport in town.
Baseball has a rich history in the town, with most major league
baseball teams using bats made at Louisville Slugger Museum and
Factory. And Louisville’s native son, Muhammad Ali, is now
remembered at the Muhammad Ali Center and at his final resting
place in Cave Hill Cemetery.

Louisville’s growing food
reputation is putting the city on
the culinary  map. And it’s not just
the city’s eclectic, innovative and
award-winning  restaurant scene,
but also locally made products
that are setting the city apart (with
and beyond the Bourbon!). The
accolades continue to grow,
from recognition as a Saveur
Notable City in its Culinary Travel Awards to Southern Living
magazine’s “Top 10 tastiest towns in the South,” to Zagat naming
Louisville “one of the top eight ‘awesome foodie getaways in the
world’” – the only US destination.

For more about Louisville, check out www.gotolouisville.com.



Staff and Vestry

Staff

Interim Rector - Rotating

Deacon Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams

Head Verger Joseph John

Choirmaster/Organist Dan Martin

Parish Administrator Annie Casey

Director of St. James’ Preschool Kimberly Meyer

Director of Christian Education Connie Coartney

Vestry

Senior Warden Teresa Cheatham

Junior Warden Dan Haas

Treasurer Beth Webb

Secretary Tina Walsh

Members Debbie Bergman  Susan Hancock

Ken Medley Mary Harding   Randy Stover


