
RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 

     All Saints Day, November 1, holds a special 
place of devotion for me.  I was Confirmed at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Roanoke, on that day 
in 1983 by Bishop Heath Light, and I began my 
ministry at St. James, Roanoke on that day in 
2000.  I find the All Saints Sunday service quite 
moving as we celebrate all the Saints - living, 
deceased and yet to come, and remember in 
our prayers at the altar, those who have died 
and joined the “great cloud of witness”. 
 I recently read in a Chicago church 
newsletter an article on death and resurrection 
that was written by a colleague of mine from 
years ago, The Very Reverend Joy Rogers.  I 
share a portion of her words because I think 
Mother Joy articulates some of the thoughts 
and feelings, questions and confusion that 
many of us have and often dare not articulate.   
“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 I think most of us believe that; we do not 
always feel it; we just aren’t sure what it really 
means, for us and for our loved ones—, what it 
might look like, how it will feel.  
     I had been a critical care nurse before 
ordination, so I thought I was well versed in the 
death and dying arena.  One morning a  
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Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 7, 2021 

 
Gratitude Sunday 

November 14, 2021 
 

 
The 10 a.m. Worship Service is 
live streamed through The St. 
James YouTube channel, each 
week, and recorded for viewing 
at a later date.  The link for 
viewing is listed in the weekly 
e-Announcement sent to your 
email address. 
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Rector’s Message continued. . .  

parishioner, a young mother, burst 
into the parish office, distraught 
and weeping. “My grandmother is 
dead,” she wailed. I knew Birch 
had grown up on the East Coast, 
so practically, I assumed that travel 
plans needed to be made. 
“Where is she, I asked? Birch 
looked at me.  “I was hoping,’” she 
said, “that you would tell me”.  It 
was the only time, in thirty-five 
years of parish ministry, that 
anyone raised that question  –
“Where is Grandma now?” 
 And I think about it a lot.  For 
it takes us right to the heart of how 
we understand Resurrection, what 
kind of power is unleashed by living 
a life in the sure and certain hope 
of Resurrection; and what does it 
mean for us, not only beyond the 
grave and gates of death, but right 
now, right here.  Sometimes 
images of the afterlife are helpful 
when we engage them as 
metaphors. One of my favorites 
appeared at the death of Barbara 
Bush. Both Bushes often spoke 
about Robin, the 3-year-old 
daughter they lost to leukemia in 
the 1950’s. An editorial cartoonist 
for a Mississippi newspaper 
honored Mrs. Bush at her death 
with an image that went 
viral. Through the pearly gates 
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comes a woman who is easily 
recognizable as the former first 
lady – with her white hair and 
famous pearls, and complete with 
halo and wings. We watch from 
behind a little girl with blonde curls 
and her own halo and wings, 
running toward the new arrival. 
‘Mama! calls the child.  Her mother 
opens wide her arms and cries, 
“Robin!” 
 Ponder the image for a 
moment—do I think that is what 
heaven literally looks like? Do I 
believe that is really what 
happened? No. But I am moved by 
the meanings and the feelings that 
it evokes in me. The image is an 
exposition of death and 
resurrection, an artistic vision that 
does not deny grief and loss and 
tragedy and connects it all to an 
experience of making something 
broken newly whole, of absence 
overwhelmed by presence, of an 
ultimate reconciliation born of love. 
 That is what I want 
Resurrection to mean for my life. 
That is how I want to feel. And it 
becomes clearer to me, that if I 
cannot yet answer the question 
about where is Grandma now, I 
can say that what is promised is 
really presence not place.  Keep 
death daily before your eyes, says 
a 6th century abbot named 

Benedict. An author of a book titled 
The Grace in Aging, writes: “To 
contemplate dying each day calls 
forth an instant reordering of 
priorities. Just like a quick and 
deliberate shake of a kaleidoscope, 
it creates a whole new patterning, a 
whole new view. As we approach 
death, a powerful inner 
transformation is possible.”  She 
describes what she calls the 
‘nearing death experience. ’Nurses 
and clergy see that a lot. It is at the 
bedside of the dying that one 
touches eternity.  I suspect that 
more than death, we fear the 
process of dying. Most Americans 
want to die at home surrounded by 
loved ones. Instead, two-thirds die 
in health care institutions, often 
after undergoing medical 
procedures performed because 
loved ones did not know their 
wishes.  
   Having time to prepare for 
death means time to tie up loose 
ends, to say goodbye, to say thank 
you to God and to those you 
love.  Even to confront the sins that 
weigh you down and to seek 
forgiveness and healing.  Last rites 
are the ultimate form of the 
sacrament of healing – and 
forgiveness is part of the rite; for a 
Christian death is the ultimate form 
of healing….So, in the face of our 
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fears and doubts, our hopes and 
longings, our yearning to hold close 
the promises of God, in all the 
ways we keep death daily before 
our eyes, I think we come to the 
heart of it: Where do we find 
Resurrection?  I meet Resurrection 
most often in the Book of Common 
Prayer, in the Burial liturgies. I 
have learned that every funeral 
liturgy evokes in me all the losses 
of my life and carries me to 
something more.  I have no doubt 
about the truth of the words, the 
power of the promises, no fear for 
the fate of the departed, no anxiety 
about human error, for this is God's 
alone to do, this movement past 
death, beyond my control and my 
comprehension, but not 
outdistancing human hope or trust 
or love.  
 Resurrection—more than a 
vision of eternity and a hope of 
heaven. It is the energy set loose in 
the world at an empty tomb, a Spirit 
at work here and now to open us to 
newness and to God. The human 
factor changed and charged by the 
power of God. 
     All of us go down to the dust; 
yet even at the grave we make 
our song: Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia.” 

      I hope to see you for our All 
Saints Sunday service, SEB+ 

 

St. James Cycle of Prayers 
 

In November, we give thanks for all 
who assist with our liturgies:  
acolytes, crucifers, torch bearers, lay 
readers, chalicists, ushers, and altar 
guild members. We especially ask 
your prayers for our Rector, the Rev. 
Susan E. Bentley, as she begins her 
22nd year of ministry at St. James, on 
November 1st.   
 

 
TREASURERS’ CORNER 
By Kevin Shepherd 
 

Financials 
January 1, 2021 - September 30, 2021 
 

Operating Income:  $124,372.83 
Operating Expenses:  $110, 218.11 
Net Operating Income: $14,154.72 

 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE… 
 

Stewardship Note from the Rector 
 

 We at St. James are blessed to 
have a spiritual community that is 
guided by the Holy Spirit, seeks to care 
for one another, cares for those beyond 
our church walls, does our part to make 
God’s Kingdom real here on earth, and 
models a way of life that reflects God’s 
love.  These Kingdom values are woven 
into the fabric of St. James and I pray 
this community will continue to serve 
God and touch lives for centuries to 
come.  I am very grateful to have been 
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part of this faith community for 21 years, 
to serve and share life with you all.   On 
Gratitude Sunday, November 14th, we 
all have an opportunity to express our 
gratitude for the many blessings we 
share as the community of St. James, 
through worship, as well as presenting 
our completed Time & Talent sheets, 
and committing to supporting St. James 
with our financial offerings.  A 
Stewardship letter, offering card and 
Time & Talent sheet will be mailed to 
you soon.  
 To remain a vibrant community, 
we must commit not only our time, talent 
and treasure, but we must invite others 
to come and experience the community 
of St. James, so that they might be 
spiritually enriched, and we as well.  The 
community of St. James is a well-kept 
secret, but now is the time to invite 
those who wish spiritual sustenance, 
those who have been seeking but have 
not yet found the place to taste and see 
that God is good, and experience a 
community that practices the Jesus way 
of love.   As followers of Christ, we are 
to be pro-active in supporting St. James 
and sharing with others that a special 
community of faith exists in the 
northwest part of Roanoke city.  May 
you boldly be this kind of disciple.  SEB+ 

 
OUTREACH NEWS… 
 

October Benevolence Offering 
 

     The October 31 benevolence offering 
supports Turning Point Domestic 
Violence Center. 
Turning Point is Roanoke’s only secure 

and accredited center for Intimate 
Partner & Family Violence. Our program 
offers safety from immediate danger and 
helps adults and children of Intimate 
Partner and Family Violence cope with 
the emotional, physical, and financial 
issues of leaving an abuser. Survivors 
who seek shelter at the Turning Point 
find a safe and home-like environment, 
complete with wholesome meals.  
     Working with a case manager, 
survivors will learn about legal options 
and how to stay safe. Through 
counseling, survivors learn about the 
cycle of domestic violence and how it 
affects them and their children. 
Parenting classes are available on-site, 
to help gain coping skills and learn 
resources available for children, 
including our Children’s Service 
Coordinator. 
     1 in 3 women and 1 in 7 men will 
endure domestic violence at some point 
in their lives. Over 700 individuals call 
the free Turning Point confidential crisis 
hotline annually, and more than 225 
adults and children stay in our secure 
60-bed center, with an average stay of 
30-45 days. 
     The Salvation Army believes that all 
people have the right to live free of 
violence. You do not have control over 
your partner’s behavior; however, you 
do have a choice about how you 
respond to it. 
 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE 
 
     Domestic Violence or Intimate 
Partner Violence is a pattern of abusive 
behaviors used by one person to control 
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or influence another. It does not 
discriminate against socioeconomic 
status, race, gender identity, or 
sexuality. Examples of domestic 
violence include coercion, threats, 
intimidation, insults, physical, and 
sexual abuse. 
     Like survivors of Domestic Violence, 
survivors of Human Trafficking may 
experience the same pattern of abusive 
behaviors. It is a form of modern-day 
slavery, exploiting an individual for labor 
or commercial sex. We, at The Turning 
Point, believe that ALL people have the 
right to live free of violence. We provide 
free, confidential, temporary emergency 
shelter and services in a safe, caring 
environment, where positive change, 
dignity, and independence are 
encouraged. 
 

November Benevolence Offering 
 
Our benevolence offering for November 
goes to United Thank Offering (UTO).  
 

Little Free Pantry 
 

Thank you to all who have faithfully 
stocked our Little Free Pantry; it has 
been well used and appreciated.  For 
the past few weeks, our pantry has been 
in need of donations.  Please help stock 
our pantry, of non-perishable foods, 
personal care items and paper goods.  
Items that may not be on your list but 
are welcomed are:  bread, crackers, 
flour, sugar, salt, pepper, oil, powdered 
milk, tea bags, and can openers. 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES . . . 
All Saints Sunday Memorial Service 

 
 All Saints Day is November 1st in 
our liturgical calendar, and often is 
celebrated on the Sunday after that 
date.  This year we will be dedicating All 
Saints Day on November 7th, at our 8 & 
10 am services, as a memorial service 
to those who have died since March 
2020, during the Coronavirus pandemic.  
This will include not only the Saints of 
James who have died, but anyone of 
your family or friends that have died 
during this period, that you want to 
include.  Some of our members did not 
have the benefit of a service in the 
Church, due to not gathering in person, 
so the hope is that this will be a service 
of thanksgiving for those who are now 
saints in the Church Triumphant, an 
honoring of lives well lived, and a 
comfort to those who are grieving the 
loss of loved ones.  Family and friends 
of those deceased are invited and 
welcome to attend.  Our mask protocol 
will be in place, but will not hamper the 
worshipping of God, and the rejoicing 
that accompanies the acknowledgment 
that those who have died have seen 
God face to face and are in a state 
where there is no sorrow or pain but life 
everlasting. 
 If you have someone close to your 
heart who has died during the Covid19 
pandemic, or wish others remembered 
at the All Saints Service, add their 
names to the list in The Parish Hall by 
November 4th or call The Parish office, 
366-4157. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS … 
 

The Community Christmas Store 
 

 The Community Christmas Store, 
that St. James has supported in years 
past with volunteers and donations, will 
be operating in person this December 
10th and 11th.  Their mission is to 
provide a dignified Christmas shopping 
experience, for residents of Roanoke 
County, the town of Vinton, city of 
Salem, and Craig County.  
Approximately 500 volunteers work 
together to make the store a success 
each year.  If you would like to volunteer 
to help, see the information on the 
bulletin board outside the kitchen, or 
contact Alicia Baxter, 915-7524.  If you 
would like to contribute tangible items, 
these items are needed: men’s gift items 
(clock radio, CD players, cologne sets, 
wallets, cards, handheld or board 
games; water/thermos bottles; gifts 
appropriate for teens; cereal/instant 
oatmeal; dish/laundry 
detergent/household cleaners; toilet 
paper, paper towels, feminine products, 
diapers, baby wipes; shampoo, bath 
soap, deodorant; child’s 
socks/underwear (in store packaging); 
clean, gently used or new coats; new 
toys and stocking stuffers; new or good 
condition holiday decorating supplies; 
monetary contributions. 
 If you know of someone who might 
qualify for assistance from the 
Community Christmas Store, 
applications in person will be accepted 
starting Oct 16-see the dates and places 
to make application, on the bulletin 

board.  To quality for assistance and 
make application, one must have a 
picture ID with current address, proof of 
income, Social Security care, proof of 
current residency, clothes sizes for 
those eligible. 
 

St. James Goes Greener 
  
. . . . .then came the need for single use 
communion cups during the Covid19 
pandemic, and to be good stewards of 
the environment, conscious of the waste 
these cups generate, we are using 
compostable cups made from sugar 
cane pulp.  They are collected each 
week by Betsy Briggs and Maile 
Armstrong who are composting them in 
their yards.  If anyone else has a 
compost bin and would like to add our 
communion cups to their organic 
compost, contact the Rector.   
 Composting our communion cups 
is also the proper way to dispose of the 
consecrated wine residue in the cups.  
On Sundays, during the Prayer of 
Consecration, the Holy Spirit is invoked 
to make for us, the bread and wine, to 
be the Body and Blood of Christ.  We, 
as Episcopalians, do not believe that 
these elements turn into the actual body 
and blood of Christ, but we do believe 
that through the Holy Spirit, they 
become for us, the sacred food of our 
Lord.  They are no longer ordinary bread 
and wine.  Therefore, we have specific 
protocols for the consecrated elements 
that are not consumed during the 
Eucharist; they are either reserved in 
the Ambry, next to the Altar, or they are 
returned to the earth.  Thus our 
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compostable cups allow us to 
responsibly benefit from single use 
cups, and easily return the consecrated 
wine to the earth, while enriching the 
organic compost. 
 If you wish to go greener with your 
single use paper products, check out the 
website of GreenPaperProducts.com.  
Caring for creation, reducing waste, 
recycling and being part of the solution 
not part of the problem, makes us good 
stewards of God’s creation, and 
disciples of Christ. 
 

2022 Church Year Calendars 
 

The 2022 Church Year Calendars are 
now available for purchase.  Calendars 
are $4 each if picked up at our church or 
$5 each if mail.  To request a calendar 
by mail or in person contact the church 
office: stjames@rev.net or 540-366-
4157.  To purchase a calendar on 
Sundays, please see Odell James, The 
Rector, or any altar guild member.  

 
Monthly Tea & Coffee with the Rector 

 
Each first Thursday of the month, from 4 
pm to 5 pm, the Rector invites you to 
join her and others from the 
congregation for conversation, support, 
encouragement and sharing prayer 
requests.  The zoom link is included in 
the weekly e-announcements.  The next 
gathering will be November 4th. 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
 
The weekday Bible Study, led by Bob 
Canova, has resumed meeting on 

Wednesday nights at 7 pm. in the Parish 
Hall. All are invited to participate; the 
group has just begun a study of the New 
Testament book of Galatians. For more 
information contact John Whitcomb, 
815-6102 or Bob Canova, (540-819-
7255 (mobile), bob.canova@cox.net. 
 

Forward Day By Day 
 

Forward Day By Day devotionals for 
November, December, and January 
are available for pick up in the St. 
James Parish Hall and the red box right 
under the Little Free Library.  The 
devotionals are $1.00 each; there is a 
collection jar in the Parish Hall.  Feel 
free to share Forward Day By Day with 
family, friends and neighbors, or other 
Saints of James who may not be getting 
to Church. 

 
Altar Flowers 

 
 The flower chart for donating 
Sunday altar flowers is currently up on 
the bulletin board next to the kitchen.    
 If you have a particular Sunday 
which you wish to donate flowers, 
please put your name on the chart, or 
call the church office (366-4157) and 
leave a message.  Flower donations 
are $25.00 per week; checks can be 
made out to St. James Episcopal 
Church, with a memo of “flower fund” 
and given to Lynn Wright, or put in the 
offering plate.  
     All flowers are given to the glory of 
God and you may add an additional 
dedication.  If you know what dedication 
you would like for the flowers, you can 
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give that to Lynn with your money.  If 
you are not sure at this time, then you 
will need to leave that information at the 
Church office prior to the Sunday you 
will be giving flowers. 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
     A free Music in the Mountains 
program will be held at Phoebe Needles 
Center on November 14th, 2021, 1:30 
to 5 pm.    
     Mac Traynham, Andy Buckman, & 
Friends will play from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Then from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Seth Custer 
will play. 
     Floyd County master musician and 
luthier, Traynham is best known for his 
banjo building and playing, as well as 
his fine fiddling.  He has been playing 
and teaching traditional music in Floyd 
for decades.  Buckman plays the banjo, 
teaches political science and volunteers 
as an instructor with Franklin County 
JAM.  
    Custer is a high energy musician 
utilizing techniques from guitar, 
mandolin and bass to create a 
soundscape.  His music is influenced by 
Americana Rock, Old Time, and Blues.   
     The music will be outdoors, weather 
permitting.  Please bring a chair or 
blanket, and your friends to enjoy a 
great time of music and fellowship. If 
weather requires this event be moved 
indoors, masks will be required as 
requested by the musicians.  
     There is no charge for the music.  All 
the musicians are generously donating 
their time and talents to benefit Summer 
Camp 2022@Phoebe Needles.  Free 

hot dogs, chips, brownies, lemonade, 
and coffee will also be available.      
     Your contributions will help children 
continue to enjoy a week of summer 
camp regardless of their families’ ability 
to pay.   
     For more details or to RSVP, please 
contact Phoebe Needles either by 
phone or email:   (540) 483-1518, 
pncenter@gmail.com 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS. . . 
 
November    4 Jessica Price  
November    8 Eva Nicole Mattox 
November  11 Dottie Wrabel 
November  12 Grant Rucker 
November  13 Spencer Plunkett  
November  13 Evan Plunkett  
November  14 Jeannie Lake 
November  14 Elizabeth Stevens 
November  15 Samson Mamour 
November  17 Michael Terry 
November  21 Kim LaPrade 
November  24 Francis Magadalene 
November  24 Amanda Mattox 
November  24 Dakota Powell 
November  26 Chuck Cohen 
 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES. . .  
 
November 26  Chuck and Cathy Cohen 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
5:30 PM 

Women’s AA 
Group 

 

2–Election Day 
 

6:30 PM 
AA 

3  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
 

4  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

5  
6:00 PM 

Medical Service 
Dogs 

9:30 PM 

NA 

 

6  
10:00 AM 

AA 

 

7–All Saints        
         Services 

8:00 AM 
Holy Eucharist, 

Rite I 
10:00 AM 

Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II 

2:30 PM 
AA 

8  
5:30 PM 

Women’s AA 
Group 

 

9  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

10  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
 

11  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

12  
6:00 PM 

Medical Service 
Dogs 

9:30 PM 

NA 

 

13  
10:00 AM 

AA 

14–Gratitude  
           Sunday 

8:00 AM 
Holy Eucharist, 

Rite I 
10:00 AM 

Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II 

2:30 PM 
AA 

15  
5:30 PM 

Women’s AA 
Group 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 

 

16  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

17  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
 

18  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

19  
5:30 PM 

Down Syndrome 
Support Group 

9:30 PM 

NA 

 

20  
10:00 AM 

AA 

 

21  
8:00 AM 

Holy Eucharist, 
Rite I 

10:00 AM 
Holy Eucharist, 

Rite II 
2:30 PM 

AA 

22  
5:30 PM 

Women’s AA 
Group 

 

23  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

24  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
 

25  
6:30 PM 

AA 

 

26  
6:00 PM 

Medical Service 
Dogs 

9:30 PM 

NA 

 

27  
10:00 AM 

AA 

 

28  
8:00 AM 

Holy Eucharist, 
Rite I 

10:00 AM 
Holy Eucharist, 

Rite II 
2:30 PM 

AA 

29  
5:30 PM 

Women’s AA 
Group 

 

30  
6:30 PM 

AA 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 2021 
 
Nov 7   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Madde Shepherd         Ushers     Jim & Mary McGlothlin 

Acolyte    Jordyn Price                Coffee     ----------------------------------- 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    ----------------------------------- 
        --------------------          Tellers     Gerald Gordon, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Danny Fainter, Gail Fields   
Lector 1    Jessica Price 
Lector 2    Phil Hobrla          
Prayers    Jackie Leonard  

 
Nov 14   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Thomas Rucker          Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Jen Fitzpatrick          Coffee     ----------------------------------- 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    ----------------------------------- 
        --------------------            Tellers     Arby Frost, Katie Rucker          
Chalicist    Lawton Kasey               Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Avis Aheron  
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard         
Prayers    Art Tatman          

 
Nov 21 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Yuri Malick            Ushers     Michael Bentley, Maddie Linkous 

Acolyte    Grant Rucker           Coffee     ----------------------------------- 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    ----------------------------------- 
        --------------------          Tellers     Larry Mattox, Jim McGlothlin          
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Lawton Kasey, Betsy Briggs, Katie Rucker   
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione 
Lector 2    Maile Armstrong          
Prayers    Betsy Briggs           

 
Nov 28 
8 AM    Lector – Phil Wheeler, Chalicist – Bill Barksdale 
10 AM  Crucifer     Jordyn Price            Ushers     Kevin & Madde Shepherd 

Acolyte    Zenon Malick           Coffee     ----------------------------------- 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    ----------------------------------- 
        --------------------          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Donna Frost          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Odell James, Karen Martin, Boots Ingram,  Debbie Williams  
Lector 1    Chris Criscione 
Lector 2    Art Tatman           
Prayers    Jessica Price                             

           
Dec 5   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Jen Fitzpatrick          Ushers     Ray Kasey, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Madde Shepherd         Coffee     ----------------------------------- 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    ----------------------------------- 
        --------------------          Tellers     Gerald Gordon, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Danny Fainter, Gail Fields    
Lector 1    Donna Frost 
Lector 2    Lynn Wright         
Prayers    Phil Hobrla                

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time, please find a substitute and let the Office know. 


