


THE MISSION OF CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We extend the loving embrace of our Lord by honoring our Church’s 
liturgical form of worship and theology, demonstrating hospitality to 
newcomers and visitors, enjoying fellowship and fun as a parish family, and 
caring for the needs of our parish and community. We strive to continuously 
enhance our relationship with the Diocese of Alabama, our Bishop, and the 
Camp McDowell programs. Our mission includes willingness to love and 
respect all despite differences; commitment to being innovative, creative, 
and willing to explore; and service to children and families. 

ANNOUNCING THE SEARCH FOR OUR RECTOR

hrist Episcopal Church in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, announces the national search for 
a Rector. We seek an experienced, impactful, 

and compassionate priest who will continue 
the long and distinguished history of leadership that has 
enabled our parish to grow and prosper for nearly 200 years.

Christ Church’s next Rector will succeed The Reverend 
David Meginniss, who is retiring from the clergy after more 
than 15 years of pastoral service to our parish. The oldest 
and one of the largest continuing parishes in the Diocese 
of Alabama, we have a deep and faithful commitment to 
community outreach in our contemporary society as well as 
to the traditional Episcopal liturgy. 

Reverend Meginniss’s tenure has coincided with a 
time of significant growth in our community, which is a 
hub of higher education and global industry with a strong 
economy and a robust quality of life. Home to the nationally 
acclaimed University of Alabama as well as Stillman 
College and Shelton State Community College, the city and 
Christ Church are well known for thriving town and gown 
partnerships that add to our unique culture. It is a point 
of great pride that the first President of The University of 
Alabama was installed in our sanctuary in 1831, where the 
university charter was signed. 

Our Rector leads a well-established, generous 
congregation that worships in a historic church on beautiful 
grounds in the heart of downtown Tuscaloosa. Christ 
Church is debt-free, financially stable, and highly respected 
for philanthropy. Over the last 10 years, our parishioners 
have contributed almost $1 million in donor-restricted, 
parish-supported community outreach. 

Our stunning Gothic Revival sanctuary, featuring 
a series of antique stained-glass windows, has been 
meticulously restored to preserve the original architectural 
design while adding state-of-the-art infrastructure. The 
comprehensive building renovation began immediately 
following our Easter Sunday celebration in 2017 and was 

completed one year later. The new Letourneau organ,  
played for the first time at the Easter Vigil service in 2018,  
is an important feature of our acclaimed choral and  
music programs. 

Christ Church clergy and parishioners fill leadership 
roles in the Diocese of Alabama. Our parishioners engage  
in diverse outreach activities throughout the region.

A warm and loving parish with a broad multi-
generational member profile, Christ Church is known 
for our signature brand of hospitality — celebrating 
achievements, welcoming newcomers, and filling 
magnificent Randall Hall for memorable events of every 
description. Despite the challenges of COVID-19 over 
the last year, 15 new members were baptized and 42 
parishioners were confirmed.

Our highly engaged and forward-focused congregation 
came together three years ago to identify key priorities that 
continue to chart our path. The strategic priorities, which 

Our next Rector will lead a well-established, 
generous congregation that worships in a 

historic church on beautiful grounds in the 
heart of downtown Tuscaloosa. 
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http://www.dioala.org


Desired Attributes of
EXCELLENCE

• Prior experience in leading a thriving 
Episcopal Church preferred

• Energy, thoughtfulness, and a 
commitment to participate in the full 
range of parish activities

• Gifted speaking and listening talents 
and a versatile approach to sermons that 
educate, inspire, and comfort

• Proven fiscal and administrative 
management skills 

• Collaborative, non-political approach to 
the issues of the day

• Experience in developing and growing 
innovative children and youth programs

• Appreciation for results-focused programs 
that include our vibrant Cursillo 
community, follow-up Reunion groups 
and our leading role with Camp McDowell 
and the Diocese

• Commitment to choral and music 
programs involving congregants of all ages

• Keen understanding of the energy that 
abounds in a thriving university city

• A comfortable approach in formal and 
informal settings

 

are emphasized in the goals and mission of Christ Church, 
are: Membership; Christian Formation; Facilities; Music; 
Stewardship; and Personnel. 

 In preparation for this critically important search, 
we sought input from hundreds of congregants, who 
thoughtfully responded to detailed surveys, and other 
members who participated in “Holy Chats” to describe 
qualities they seek in our next Rector. Many personal and 
liturgical attributes emerged as key descriptors that are 
helping guide our selection process. 
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Looking Forward:
OPPORTUNITIES AWAITING OUR NEXT RECTOR

• Lead us in rebounding from the effects of COVID-19 
to grow membership, motivate active participation, and 
regain the momentum in our programs and activities.

• Develop a priority plan to increase the number of parish 
priests to three.

• Oversee the enhancement of our IT infrastructure and 
digital platforms in ways that are practical, dependable, 
and cost-effective. 

• Take Christ Church Children and Youth programs  
to the next level of excellence, defining ours as the 
destination of choice for families seeking a vibrant  
year-round environment in which to worship and  
raise children.

• Strengthen the collegiate and young adult ministry 
programs, broadening their reach to a diverse  
cross-section of participants. 

• Address the desire for different types of worship  
services that fulfill the congregation’s expectations 
without diluting the core strengths of a traditional 
religious experience for which Christ Church is  
respected and emulated. 

• Bring fresh ideas and strategies to our goal of being 
a center of worship, outreach, and service for West 
Alabama and the Diocese. 

• Lead us in finding new ways for our adult congregants 
to collaborate through mission trips, team-building 
community service projects, and other activities that 
promote fellowship while serving God’s glory.
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PROVIDING HOLY WORSHIP 
ur liturgical style is best defined as broad-
based and middle of the road. Always 
respectful of the dignity of the liturgy, our 

priests seek to keep worship upbeat and joyful 
regardless of the individual service. In addition to 

Sunday services, we currently provide midweek Eucharist 
services on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

On Sunday there are three services: the Rite I Eucharist 
at 7:30 a.m.; the Rite II Eucharist at 9 a.m. which includes 
the children’s and family choirs; and the Rite I or II 
Eucharist at 11 a.m. featuring our acclaimed Adult Choir. 
The celebrant wears a chasuble, but typically there is neither 
incense nor Sanctus bells. Clergy are assisted by acolytes, 
Lay Eucharist Ministers, and lay readers. 

During the 9 a.m. service, the Rector has a “children’s 
minute” after the passing of the peace. During the 11 a.m. 
service the adult choir leads the hymns, chants the psalm, 
and sings an anthem from a deep library of classic and 
contemporary composers. 
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A Point of Pride: 
MUSIC PROGRAMS AT CHRIST CHURCH

hrist Episcopal Church has a longstanding 
tradition of excellent music programs for all 
ages. We love to host outside concerts in the 

nave, in Randall Hall, and in our large Music 
Hall. A hallmark of our parish is the acclaimed 

Adult Choir, which is considered one of the foremost in the 
Diocese of Alabama. 

 Our music programs are led by Director of Music 
Doff Procter, Assistant Music Director Laurel Procter, and 
Assistant Music Director and Organist Dr. Steven Taranto. 
There are six choirs at Christ Church, plus the non-profit, 
after-school choral music program, the Alabama Choir 
School, which is unrivaled in the Southeast. 

In our parish-based programs, choral music training 
begins with Joyful Noise and the Cherub Choir for children 
ages 3-4. Joyful Noise is connected to our Christ Episcopal 
Church Preschool, and the two choirs typically sing during 

the Children’s Liturgy 
service and at Christmas 
and Easter. Music training 
continues for children in 
K-2 with the Saint Gregory 
Choir, which performs for 
Children’s Liturgy services 
and at Christmas and Easter. 
The Saint Cecilia Singers, 
our most advanced children’s 
choir, is for those in  
grades 3-5.    
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A CONGREGATION DEVOTED TO  
LOVING ONE ANOTHER

he members, clergy, and staff of Christ 
Episcopal Church share a vibrant and active 
parish life. We find creative and impactful 

ways to draw together members and visitors 
of all ages through formation, food, and fun. Our parish is 
nurtured by every event, meeting, class, song, smile, flower, 
meal, and prayer we share.

The depth and breadth of activities that comprise parish 
life at Christ Church offer something for every age and 
interest. In addition to many longstanding programs such as 
the Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Women’s Guilds, Daughters 
of the King, Easter Guild, and our full range of music 
programs, parishioners participate in the Lazarus Ministry, 
the Hand Bell Choir, the Men’s Cooking Group, Holy Chow, 
supper clubs, book clubs, and more. The Working Mothers 
Support Group fills additional needs for parish families.

During the COVID pandemic, our parishioners 
continued their personal connections through socially 
distanced and virtual events. In 2020 we implemented a 
Neighborhood Circle concept. Leaders are designated for 
small groups of members living in close proximity, and 
they facilitate communication and organization for projects 
and congregational needs. These Neighborhood Circles are 
another way we care for one another. 

Our annual events calendar includes a full range of 
activities that support Christian formation for children, 
teens, and adults such as:

• Back to School Blessing
• Tailgating Style Kickoff Sunday
• Parents’ Night Out
• Speed Faithing
• Fall Family Fun Night and Social
• PJs and Pancakes at Sunday School
• Advent Study Topics and Dinner
• Four Score and More Events
• Book Study Clubs
• Christmas Pageant
• Bingo and Baked Potatoes Potluck
• Mardi Gras Parade and Pancake Supper
• Lenten Services and Dinner
• Potluck and Making Palm Crosses
• Holy Week Walk
• Generations In Faith Together (GIFT) Sunday
• Parish Retreat at Camp McDowell
• Pizza on the Playground
• Supper Clubs 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

hristian formation is at the heart of our 
mission at Christ Church. Our children’s 
program offers a mix of traditional and 

modern programming throughout the year. 
Children’s Sunday formation is divided into age-specific 
classes with a curriculum entitled “Love First” specially 
created for our parish. Popular children’s activities include 
Vacation Bible School, monthly children’s liturgies, 
acolyte training and service, the Christmas Pageant, 
Confirmation classes, community outreach opportunities, 
intergenerational Sunday activities, and the festive Mardi 
Gras parade. Children also enjoy casual afternoon/evening 
gatherings for special events such as Ascension Day kite 
flying and Good Friday Stations of the Cross. 

All 6th-12th graders at Christ Church are considered 
part of the Episcopal Youth Community (EYC). Our EYC 
can participate in Confirmation in 7th and 8th grades, 
and we offer a retreat for those who make that important 
decision. Prior to COVID, our youth came together on 
Wednesdays and Sundays for a program and dinner. 
COVID-19 has called us to rethink these gatherings, and 

we are currently meeting weekly on parishioners’ porches in 
small groups. 

EYC members are involved in many service projects and 
parish activities such as Vacation Bible School, Holy Week 
experiences, and other events. Many young parishioners 
participate in activities with Camp McDowell and the 
Youth Department for the Diocese of Alabama, as well as 
Happening and the Sawyerville Day Camp program.

Along with intergenerational gatherings and 
community outreach activities, adults at Christ Church can 
attend Christian formation classes on Sunday mornings: 
“Living the Good News,” a lectionary discussion class led 
by parishioners with in-depth, thoughtful discussion of the 
week’s readings; and “Let Love Lead,” a topical class with 
discussion on ways to apply God’s love to our lives and 
the lives of those around us. We provide special programs 
for adults each semester including book studies led by 
fellow parishioners. Our active Cursillo community offers 
opportunities for parishioners to participate in reunion 
groups and serve at Cursillo weekends. 
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IMPACTFUL COMMUNITY OUTREACH
 

 
ince the founding of Christ Episcopal  
Church nearly two centuries ago, our parish 
has devoted prayerful support through time, 

financial resources, and volunteer service to 
improve the quality of life for our community and the 
region. In 2020 our Outreach Grant Program distributed 
more than $60,000 in budgeted allocations to community 
charities. Additionally, more than $38,000 in non-budgeted 
congregation-based outreach was donated to  
community charities. 

The parish serves several significant outreach programs. 
The Community Soup Bowl, which was co-founded by 
Christ Church, feeds the hungry through more than 700 
parish volunteer hours annually as well as direct financial 
contributions. The Lazarus Ministry, which is the only 

outreach program of its kind in our Diocese, provides the 
underserved with financial assistance to pay utility bills and 
operates with more than 800 volunteer hours annually as 
well as enthusiastic hands-on fundraising by the youth of 
our parish. 

Meals on Wheels, the Salvation Army, the West 
Alabama Humane Society, A Woman’s Place, and numerous 
other entities are also the beneficiaries of our parishioners’ 
outreach support. We donate space on our campus for 
twice-weekly meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Our longstanding regional outreach program with 
the Sawyerville community, which is a short distance 
from Tuscaloosa in Hale County, includes donations and 
volunteer service for the Sawyerville Summer Day Camp 
and other initiatives. 

| 8 |



STEWARDSHIP

hrist Church is blessed with a long history 
of financial stability that is shaped by 
conservative fiscal policies and stable 

budgets. While we have seen an increase in 
non-pledged giving, our annual operating budget 

receives more than 80% of its support from pledges. In 
keeping with financial best practices, our budget is balanced 
based on expected income; prepared by the parish Finance 
Committee; and approved by the Vestry. The report is 
presented to our congregation at the annual parish meeting. 

Our parish has excellent success with capital campaigns, 
the most recent of which generated more than $2 million 
in pledges for the nave and chancel renovations and 
purchase of the new Letourneau organ, both of which were 
completed in 2018. We are a perennial leader in financial 
support to the Diocese of Alabama and to community 
outreach programs. While 13% of our operating budget is 
allocated as our covenant to the Diocese, non-operating 
(donor restricted) contributions over the past decade 
reached almost $1 million in additional support for 
parish outreach programs. In 2011 a deadly F-4 tornado 
devastated our city, and the world responded with generous 
donations that included an outpouring of financial gifts to 
Christ Church for our affected parishioners as well as for 
widespread community rebuilding efforts.

The purpose of the Christ Church Family Foundation 
is to provide for the financial needs of the parish and 

community priorities such as charitable causes, non-
interest-bearing loans to qualified recipients, scholarships, 
and other opportunities to provide support. 

The Family Foundation is governed by five trustees who 
are appointed by the Vestry for staggered four-year terms 
and an attorney who is appointed by the Vestry for a four-
year term.  Over the years, income has been used to assist 
parish families and individuals who are struggling with 
health and economic challenges.

A second entity, the Christ Church Foundation, is 
an enduring legacy that provides funds for maintenance 
and capital improvements for our historic church and 
grounds. The principal continues to increase with excellent 
management and regular additions through donations, 
bequests, and planned giving, thus providing a perpetual 
source of funds. The Christ Church Foundation has 
experienced three-fold growth in the balance of funds over 
the last five years.

The funds of the Foundation are kept separate from 
those of the church. Every other year the Foundation 
contributes a designated percentage of the value of 
Foundation funds to the Vestry for selected expenditures. 

The Foundation is managed by a six-member board of 
trustees who are approved by the Vestry and serve staggered 
three-year terms. The funds are managed by an outside 
financial entity selected by the board. Reports are made to 
the board on a regular basis by its chair. 
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2020 Budget breakdown:
 

Budgeted Operating  
Revenue of approx. $1.4M 

82% from pledges

15% non-pledged contributions

3% investment/rental income
 

31% Operating

19% Clergy

14% Building & Maintenance

13% Outreach & Diocese

12% Music Ministry

8% Children/Youth Ministry

Budgeted Operating
Expenses

Revenue from Plate Offerings, Annual Pledges and Regular Support
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH PRESCHOOL 
  

hrist Episcopal Church Preschool, an independent 
corporation, is housed on the Christ Church campus 
and provides a positive, caring, Christian environment 

where children learn to explore the world around them. 
Inclusive enrollment is open to any child, ages infant to pre-K, 
providing that our program can meet the child’s needs. Each class is 
taught by at least two well qualified, experienced teachers trained in 
the Safeguarding All God’s Children Curriculum. Our popular and 
highly regarded program, which is named in memory of Katherine 
Jolly Cork, also offers gymnastics, computer classes, music, and a 
weekly chapel time.

OUR DEDICATED MINISTERIAL STAFF

he devoted and hardworking staff at  
Christ Church is comprised of our Rector, 
Associate Rector, Transitional Deacon, 
Communications Director, Coordinator  

of Church Programming and Outreach,  
Music Director, Assistant Music Director, Organist,  
Adult Ministry Coordinator, Youth 
Ministry Coordinator, Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator, Marketing 
Coordinator, Parish Librarian, 
Financial Manager, Facilities Manager, 
Security Manager, Housekeeper, and 
Kitchen Manager. Daily operations of 
the church are assisted by volunteers.
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OUR HISTORY

he oldest parish in continuous existence 
in the Diocese of Alabama, Christ Church 
was established in 1828. In the first year, the 

Vestry selected noted architect William Nichols 
to design the building and oversee construction. He also 
designed statehouses in North Carolina, Mississippi, and 
Alabama. In 1882 the church was enlarged and remodeled 
from Greek Revival to Gothic style and the bell tower was 
added. Other expansion and renovations continued over the 
following 100+ years. 

In 2002 Christ Church acquired adjacent properties, 
which are now the home of Randall Hall and other 
expansions. Christ Church occupies a sizable footprint 
in downtown Tuscaloosa, including ownership of two 
neighboring commercial buildings which are available for 
long-term needs. 

With a silent fundraising phase beginning in 2016, we 
completed a highly successful $2 million capital campaign 
in 2018 to renovate the historic chancel and nave and 
replace our organ. Pews were rebuilt, worn flooring was 
replaced, and lighting and sound were upgraded. Our 
nave now seats 325; allows better access for the physically 
challenged; and houses the state-of-the-art, custom-built 
Letourneau organ.

Christ Church has contributed to the founding of two 
other Episcopal parishes in Tuscaloosa: Canterbury Chapel 
(1951) on the campus of The University of Alabama and St. 
Matthias (1961) in southeastern Tuscaloosa. 

On the Diocesan level, Christ Church has consistently 
provided leadership. In just the last few years, lay members 
have served on the Standing Committee, Diocesan 
Council, Finance Committee, Trust Fund Committee, 
the Commission on Ministry, Department of Sawyerville 
Camp, Junior Department of Sawyerville Camp, and the 
Department of Camp McDowell. Our congregation was 
a primary contributor to the building and renovations at 
Camp McDowell, providing funds for Pradat Hall in Miller 
Commons. Underwriting for Ed’s Cabin in lower camp, 
Phifer Hall, Christ Church Lodge, and the Buddy Powell 
Grill in Bethany Village was provided by our church or 
generous individual members of the Christ Church family.
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THE DIOCESE OF ALABAMA 

stablished in 1830, the Diocese of Alabama (Province IV)  
is one of two dioceses in the state, the other being the 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. Our newly installed 

bishop, Dr. Glenda Curry, has offices in Birmingham at 
Carpenter House adjacent to the Cathedral Church of the Advent.  

Comprised of 88 parishes and two campus centers led by more than 
200 active clergy and deacons, our Diocese is vigorous, energetic, and 
forward focused. In keeping with our stature as the oldest continuing 
parish in the Diocese, Christ Church is grateful for the leadership that has 
guided our path forward and provided the firm ecumenical foundation 
upon which we have grown and prospered. 

THE TUSCALOOSA COMMUNITY

ituated on the banks of the majestic Black 
Warrior River, Tuscaloosa has a healthy 

economy, abundant natural resources, and a 
population exceeding 100,000. In 2019 the city 

celebrated its Bicentennial with a year-long calendar of 
events and educational activities.

Global employers include 
Mercedes-Benz U.S. International 
and its many suppliers, Phifer 
Wire Products, and the DCH 
Regional Medical Center. 
Tuscaloosa County boasts one  
of the lowest unemployment rates 
in Alabama. 

In addition to The University 
of Alabama, a nationally ranked 
doctoral institution with 
enrollment exceeding 38,000, 
educational institutions in Tuscaloosa include: Stillman 
College, a four-year Historically Black College/University 
supported by the Presbyterian Church; and Shelton State, 
the largest two-year college in the state.

Along with stature as one of the nation’s foremost 
settings for sports and recreation, Tuscaloosa is well known 
for a full array of acclaimed visual and performing arts. 
Highlights include the Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra, 
which is one of the Southeast’s most notable professional 
symphonies; the Tuscaloosa Children’s Theater; the Kentuck 
Center for the Arts (host of one of the nation’s top juried 
arts festivals each year); the Tuscaloosa Community 
Dancers; and acclaimed arts programs at Stillman College 

and Shelton State Community College, 
which is home to Theatre Tuscaloosa. 

A magnet for families, the area 
provides multiple public and private K-12 
school options as well as enrichment for 
children in sports, the arts, and recreation.  
Festivals, gallery openings, and concert 
series fill the year-round calendar of 
entertainment for people of all ages.
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Charities Receiving Funding from Christ Church in 2020 and 2021

Alabama Choir School
American Red Cross 
Arts ‘n Autism, Inc.
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Boys and Girls Club 
Community Soup Bowl, Inc. 
Counseling Ministry Professionals
CSP Meals on Wheels
Episcopal Relief and Development Fund
FOCUS on Senior Citizens of Tuscaloosa County 
Food Co-op
Good Samaritan Clinic 

Kairos Ministry
Lazarus Ministry
Meals on Wheels and 5th Sunday Meals on Wheels 
Sawyerville Day Camp and Ministry
Sewanee School of Theology
Special Session at Camp McDowell
Temporary Emergency Services
The Tuscaloosa Children’s Center
TRIBE Mobile Yoga Studio
Tuscaloosa Civil Rights Task Force-Racial  
     Reconciliation Initiative
Wilmer Hall 

ADDENDUM

Christ Church Priests
The Reverend William H. Judd became the first Rector of Christ Church in 
1828. He died in 1829 and was replaced by The Rev. Albert A. Mueller who 
served from February 1830 - 1833.

Additional Rectors who served

• The Rev. Samuel S. Lewis (1833–1835)
• The Rev. Andrew Matthews (1835–1838)
• The Rev. Nathaniel P. Knapp (1838–1843)
• The Rev. William B. Otis (1843–1844)
• The Rev. E.M. Forbes (June 1844–October 1844)
• The Rev. Ethan Allen (Feb 1845)
• The Rt. Rev Nicholas H. Cobbs, D.D. (1845–1851)
• The Rev William Johnson (1851–1854)
• The Rev. Reuben Nevius (1851–1865)
• The Rev. John D. Easter  (1865–1868)
• The Rev. P. A. Fitts (1869)
• The Rev. George H. Hunt (1869–1881)
• The Rev. James H. Stringfellow (1882–1890)

• The Rev. John T. Harris (1890–1891)
• The Rev. Charles Trotman (1891–1893)
• The Rev. Walter Whitaker (1893–1902)
• The Rev S.B. McGlohan (1902–1906)
• The Rev. Edwin Penick (1906–1922)
• The Rev. R. Donaldson Ellis (1922–1927)
• The Rev. Theodore Evans (1928–1935)
• The Rev. Richard S. Watson (1936–1942)
• The Rev. DuBose Murphy (1942–1956)
• The Rev. Robert Cook (1958–1972)
• The Rev. Ray Pradat (1973–1997)
• The Rev. Michael Wyckoff (1998–2004)
• The Rev. David Meginniss (2005–2021)

Source: Let Us Keep the Feast: The History of Christ Episcopal Church, Tuscaloosa Alabama 
1828-1998; by Henry Walker; Published in 2000 by Sentry Press, Tallahassee, FL.
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TO APPLY

SEND VIA E-MAIL:
 

Letter of Interest
Resume

 OTM File

TO:
 

Justin Hart
 Discernment Committee Chair

hart013@ua.edu
   256-443-7649

          

Christ Episcopal Church
605 Lurleen Wallace Blvd. North

  Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
   205-758-4252 Office
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