
RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 

      The emerging of 
Spring is one of the 
joys of living in a four-
season environment 
for me.  Growing up 
roaming the woods of 
my Grandparent’s 
haven outside of 
Chicago, I traced the 
unfolding of the 
Spring, week by 
week, as I searched 
for the early spring 
flowers in the woods - 
Skunk Cabbage, 

Hepaticas, Bloodroot, Dutchman’s Breeches, False 
Rue Anemone, Trillium…I knew the best places to 
find Morrell mushrooms when the Spring was wet, 
hidden among the brown, soggy leaves of the forest 
floor.  The combination of melting snow, Spring rains, 
sunshine, and rich, black soil, revealed the mystery of 
new life that had been gestating out of my sight 
underground all Winter, and then inched its way into 
view. 
 Several weeks ago, I was exploring another forest, 
at Orkney Springs, in the shadow of Great North 
Mountain which looms large, west of the Shenandoah 
Valley, as part of the Appalachian ridge.  I arrived in 
this quaint Victorian village, home of Shrine Mont, the 
Camp and Conference center of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Virginia, after several days of heavy 
Spring rains.  Orkney Springs dates back to 1786, as  
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Sunday Schedule 
 

10 AM 
St. James Zoom Worship Service 

 
10:45 AM Zoom Coffee Hour 

Link listed on page 3 
 

11:15 AM 
Worship with the National 

Cathedral 
 

No in-person worship services 
are currently being held in the 

church. 
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Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 

The Rev. William R. Eanes, Retired Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net 
 

Internet Web Page: 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
lauratuggleanderson@gmail.com 

 
The St. James Vestry: 

Senior Warden, Gail Fields, 556-0086 
Junior Warden, Arby Frost, 989-3054 

† Clerk, Renee Toth, 761-7747 
† Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 

† Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
† Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Linda Bryant, 776-6886 
Tim Buchholtz, 520-2947 
Chris Criscione, 915-2657 

Cam Srpan, 562-0954 
Gina Wellford, 588-7521 
Dottie Wrabel, 204-4316 
Lynn Wright, 354-2120 

 ( † - Not Vestry members) 
 

Standing Committees & Chairs 
Finance:  Doug Tuggle, 776-2405;  
                 394-1425 
Property:  Arby Frost, 989-3054 
Hospitality:  Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Stewardship:  Chris Criscione,  
                         915-2657 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Episcopal Church Women:   
Dorothy Herndon 362-0457 

 
Daughters of the King:   
Carla Spencer 521-5100 

 

Rector’s Message continued. . .  
 
property owned by a Scottish Physician, 
and named for the numerous 
underground mineral springs that make 
surprise appearances.  I have been 
visiting Orkney Springs since 1976, but I 
usually arrive in the heat of the summer 
so the larger springs are quiet and 
sluggish, and the smaller ones hide 
themselves beneath the carbonate 
rocks and the forest floor litter.  This trip, 
I was delighted by the sound of running 
water, as small springs gurgled and 
danced over rocks in downhill natural 
troughs, and my eyes were startled to 
catch sight of water bubbling up out of 
the ground, running through muddy 
furrows and then disappearing under 
emerald green moss, dried leaves, 
broken twigs, and decomposing forest 
debris.  These elusive tiny springs 
played a game of hide and seek with 
me, as they would pop up hither and 
yon, in a sunken mud hole and take on 
a life of their own, growing in volume 
and presence.  Then they would vanish.  
I was captivated. 
 A verse from the Gospel of John 
(4:14) became my walking companion:  
Jesus said, “But those who drink the 
water I give will never be thirsty again. It 
becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within 
them, giving them eternal life.”  I began 
to reflect on the ways that these mineral 
springs brought new life to the Spring 
forest and quenched the parched places 
of the Winter. And sitting upon a fallen 
tree, gazing on a meandering ribbon of 
water, I became lost in thought about 
what Jesus promised in his offer of living 
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water that quenches all thirsts.  What 
are the thirsts that I want to satisfy?  
And I began to imagine what it might be 
like to live each day, not just 
sporadically, with an internal, fresh, 
fizzing Spirit within me that brought 
God’s eternal life of peace that passes 
all understanding, unconditional love, 
kindness to all creation, and a reverence 
for all humanity as holy, into reality. This 
is the message of Easter, that we have 
been redeemed and renewed to 
experience the bubbling spring within us 
that gives us eternal life.  Jesus said in 
his Easter appearances that we are to 
be witnesses to this new life and share 
the Good News, so this new life is not 
just for us; the real challenge is to follow 
where this eternal life flows.   Where are 
we led, so we can refresh, revitalize, 
bring to life people and places that are 
thirsty?   Jesus appeared in many 
places, to many people during the 50 
days after his Resurrection.   So, this 
Eastertide, may the Spring rains that 
bring puddles, ponds, springs, creeks 
and rivers to life, renew your Spirit to 
drink of the water that the Holy One Our 
God provides, and may it be a spring of 
living water that you know deep in your 
soul, will never run dry, so you may help 
quench the thirst of many others.  
 
Easter Blessings,   
SEB+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. James Cycle of Prayers 
 

In the May St. James Cycle of Prayers, 
we give thanks for the services of 
those participating in the Little Church 
Social Club, the Audiovisual Ministry 
and the Outreach Committee.  We pray 
that the power of the Holy Spirit will 
continue to work through those who 
readily serve the needs of others. 
 

 
 
NOTE OF THANKS . . . 
 
With great appreciation, I thank you for 
all the prayers, cards, calls and acts of 
kindness that you have shown to 
Margaret and me during these past 
months.  As Margaret’s health has 
declined, it was been a blessing to be 
part of such a genuine faith community.   
                  Grace and Peace to you,   
                  Margaret and Ben Bosworth 
 
 
VESTRY CORNER . . . 
 
     The Vestry met for the April 21st 
monthly meeting and the main item of 
business was a discussion about our 
coronavirus policies for building use and 
worship.  Following the guidelines of the 
CDC, our Governor, our Bishop, and the 
risk level of new Covid cases for the 
Roanoke Valley, we agreed that 
because of our small spaces available 
to gather, and daily cases of Covid in 
the Roanoke Valley, we would continue 
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our present policies, anticipating 
relaxing our policies as soon as 
guidelines become more open.  The 
Church building is no longer “closed” but 
mask wearing and social distancing is 
required for those entering the building.             
     The Parish Hall is set up for AA & NA 
meetings, with 20 chairs set 6 feet apart; 
no food or drink is being served at this 
time.  Currently there are no in person 
services; we can only seat 16 people in 
the pews of our Church, one person at 
the organ, one person on each side in 
the choir stalls, and one person on each 
side of the Altar, with social distancing.  
Families may sit together, which can 
increase the seats available a bit.  Mask 
wearing, no congregational singing, and 
social distancing would still be the 
protocol for in door services at this time. 
 
Vaccinations & Regathering with 
increasing numbers of people being 
vaccinated against the Coronavirus, the 
Vestry is encouraged about our safety in 
regathering for worship, in the near 
future.  The Vestry would like to have a 
sense of the overall immunity of the 
congregation, so we are setting up a 
process for collecting this information.  
There will be one person collecting the 
data, for those who choose to share 
their status of being fully vaccinated; 
individual names will not be shared as 
the purpose is to gather numbers and 
determine the % of immunity among our 
members.  After contacting the local 
health department, a few local doctors, 
local government officials, and other 
congregations regarding HIPPA and 
COVID-19 vaccinations, it was agreed 

that since we are not a health care 
organization, requesting this information 
is not a HIPPA violation if an individual 
chooses to freely share, unless medical 
information of an individual is provided 
to anyone without the individual's 
approval.  
     If you have had the COVID-19 
vaccination and are willing to share this 
information, so we can determine a safe 
“regathering for worship” time line, 
contact Art Tatman by email: 
tatman5508@gmail.com, phone or text- 
540-400-3895.  If you have not received 
the vaccination, and wish to do so, or 
have not been successful in securing an 
appointment, let Art know and we will 
assist you. 
     Vestry members, the Wardens and 
the Rector welcome your thoughts, 
suggestions, comments and concerns 
about regathering.  Currently we are 
averaging 55-60 people a week on our 
Zoom worship and coffee hour, many 
more than we would be able to 
accommodate in the Church until 
COVID restrictions are lifted for our 
community.  It has been a long 14 
months of not worshipping in person, 
but the Saints of James have been 
resilient and resourceful while keeping 
each other safe.  We may be physically 
distanced but we are together spiritually; 
the end is in sight as we move 
cautiously forward.    
 
Little Free Pantry:  Our Little Free 
Pantry has been an inspiration to more 
than just those who have benefitted by 
the food provided and those who have 
contributed.  The United Way of 
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Roanoke Valley discovered our pantry 
and after talking to us, chose to promote 
Little Free Pantries in the Roanoke 
Valley. United Way’s Day of Action 
project this year is coordinating 
volunteers to build and install Little 
Free Pantries, with the intention that 
they go to congregations or small 
businesses around the Valley that are 
willing to maintain them. If you would 
like to help as a volunteer in building or 
installing a Little Free Pantry, contact 
Brooke Gill (brooke@uwrv.org or 777-
4215) at United Way. They anticipate 
installation the week of June 14.  Also, if 
you know of a small business or 
community gathering spot that might be 
interested, contact Brooke Gill. 
     Thank you to all who have faithfully 
stocked our Little Free Pantry; it has 
been well used and appreciated.  
Donations to our pantry, of non-
perishable foods, personal care items 
and paper goods are welcomed. 
 
Small Bottled Waters are still needed 
for Round Hill Elementary school, our 
Greater Grandview neighborhood 
school.  Daily there are students and 
staff in the Round Hill building, and due 
to Covid19 safety precautions, none of 
the water fountains are available for 
use.  So donations of small bottles of 
water are requested along with 
school supplies of pencils, lined 
notebook paper, glue sticks, crayons 
etc.  If you wish to donate to help our 
neighborhood school, items can be 
dropped off at the Church office Monday 
through Thursday, or in the kitchen of 
St. James.   Each of the Churches in 

the Williamson Road Congregations 
in Action Churches (6 of us) are 
asked to donate 200 bottles a week.  
 
Forward Day by Day:  Copies of the 
May/June/July Forward Day by Day, a 
daily devotional for disciples, is available 
for you to pick up in the red box, nailed 
right below the Little Free Library.  The 
devotionals are $1.00; please don’t 
leave any money in the red box or our 
Parish mail box. The cost of the 
devotional can be included in your 
regular contribution to St. James, sent to 
Ms. Avis Aheron, 4525 Farmwood Drive, 
Roanoke, VA 24018.  Feel free to share 
Forward Day by Day with family, friends 
and neighbors, or other Saints of James 
who may not be getting out during this 
pandemic time.  
 
Foreign Links Across the Globe: St. 
James has been invited to partner with 
Foreign Links Across the Globe, or 
FLAG. FLAG is a high school foreign 
exchange organization. FLAG brings 
students from all over the world to study 
for a year in the US. They also pay a 
referral fee to nonprofits for referring 
families or Local Coordinators once a 
student has been placed and arrives in 
the US. That's where you come in. If you 
know of a family who would enjoy 
hosting a foreign exchange student, 
please contact Roni Sutton, whose 
contact information is below. Be sure to 
tell her that you are from St. James so 
that the referral is appropriately 
assigned. Students may share a 
bedroom with a host sibling as long as 
they don't have to share a bed.  This is 
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not limited to our area. It is country wide. 
For every student placement which 
originates from St. James, we receive 
100 dollars after they arrive. In fact, if a 
host family wishes to host two students 
(this sometimes happens in homes with 
no children, for example) St. James 
would be paid 200 dollars upon arrival. 
Additionally, Roni is putting together a 
team of Local Coordinators, again 
country wide. LCs are 1099 contract 
employees who are paid to recruit and 
vet host families, support students and 
families while on program and give 
orientations. For every LC originating 
from St. James, we will receive 300 
dollars upon the arrival of the first 
student that LC places. If you are 
interested or know someone looking for 
part time work, please contact Roni 
at ronibluebrickbuilding@gmail.com or 
540-947-5228.  
     For more information, contact the 
Rector, seb@rev.net or 366-4157. 
     Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
schedule and program changes may 
occur. Check the FLAG website for 
updated information: flag-intl.org 

 
 

Summer Camps:  Join other diocesan 
youth this summer at Phoebe Needles 
Camp & Conference center, in Franklin 
county.  A variety of camps are being 
offered for youth grades 5 through 12.      
     St. James has scholarship funds for 
youth, and we value all our youth 
participating in Diocesan camps and 
conferences.  For more information or to 
apply for scholarship funds, contact the 
Rector:  366-4157 or seb@rev.net 

For camp costs and to register for any of 
the camps listed below, visit:  
 

https://www.phoebeneedles.org 
 
 
OUTREACH NEWS… 
 

Outreach Benevolences for 2021 
 

 Boys Home–an Episcopal 
residential home and school for at 
risk boys located in Covington 

 The Salvation Army—Support for 
Food Pantries, homelessness, 
domestic abuse, and spiritual 
healing 

 United Thank Offering (UTO)—a 
National Episcopal organization 
which provide grants for 
assistance throughout the US 

 Episcopal Relief and Development 
(ERD)—Formerly the Presiding 
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, 
ERD provides disaster assistance 
in the US and world-wide as well 
as on-going development 
assistance 

 The Roanoke Rescue Mission—
aids those in need from 
homelessness, addiction, 
disabilities and abuse 

 Phoebe Needles—The camp and 
conference center of the Diocese 
of Southwestern VA 

 Youth Scholarships—financial 
assistance to help St James 
children & Youth attend Episcopal 
camps and diocesan events 
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 Presbyterian Community Center—
Aids families and individuals in 
Roanoke area 

 West End Center—” Opening 
doors for Roanoke’s underserved 
youth” 

 RAM House—helping to prevent 
and alleviate homelessness 

 Bradley Free Clinic—provides 
medical care for low-income, 
underinsured, and uninsured 

 Round Hill School-Congregations 
in Action—providing support for 
the children and staff of the school 
year round 

 Total Action for Progress—helps 
individuals and families achieve 
economic and personal 
independence 

 Feeding America—a network of 
Food Banks providing direct 
service of food to individuals and 
families in need 

 
May Benevolence:  The Outreach 
offerings for May will go to Boys Home 
of Virginia and The Presbyterian 
Community Center. 
     The mission of Boys Home of 
Virginia is to help each student strive 
toward becoming a productive member 
of society, by developing his spiritual, 
mental, physical, and social potentials.  
Boys Home provides a supportive 
environment, including education, 
shelter, and care needed for thousands 
of young men to develop the skills 
needed for a successful life for himself 
and his community.   
     The Presbyterian Community 
Center (PCC) addresses homelessness 

and poverty of underserved families in 
southeast Roanoke by providing 
emergency financial aid, food access, 
after-school education, and spiritual 
development through direct services 
and community partnerships.     
     Established in 1967, the PCC also 
provides services to at-risk residents of 
northeast Roanoke and eastern 
Roanoke County, including the Town of 
Vinton. 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS . . . 
 
May   2 Cael Goldberg 
May   2 Remington Goldberg 
May   4 Tricia Champion 
May   6 Deidre Mattox Franey  
May   8 Tim Buchholtz 
May 10 Yuri Malick 
May 13 Cole Mattox 
May 14 Thomas Luke Williamson 
May 16 Bruce Plunkett  
May 16 Laura Anderson 
May 17 Zenon Malick 
May 19 Ryan Kasey 
May 19 Jamie LaPrade 
May 23 Danny Price 
May 26 Will Burks 
 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES . . . 
 
May 11     Kristen & Butch Johnstone 
May 12     Rose Marie & Michael  
   Townsend 
May 15   Kate & Darryl Perry 
May 20   Kim & Kevin Laxton 
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ZOOM SERVER SCHEDULE FOR MAY 2021 

 
May 2  
10 AM   
                 Lector 1    Avis Aheron  

Lector 2    Donna Frost          
Lector 3             Art Tatman 
Prayers1    Taylore Price  
Prayers2            Betsy Briggs         

 
May 9   
10 AM   

Lector 1    Tim Buchholtz  
Lector 2    Michael Bentley          
Lector 3             Jackie Leonard 
Prayers1    Cathy Cohen  
Prayers2            Chuck Cohen   

 
May 16 
10 AM  Lector 1    Maile Armstrong  

Lector 2    Carla Spencer        
Lector 3             JoAnn Criscione 
Prayers1    Chris Criscione  
Prayers2            Jessica Price 

 
May 23 
10 AM  Lector 1    Donna Frost  

Lector 2    Lynn Wright          
Lector 3             Betsy Briggs 
Prayers1    Avis Aheron 
Prayers2            Abby Price 
                         

 
May 30 
10 AM  Lector 1    Art Tatman  

Lector 2    Taylore Price         
Lector 3             Michael Bentley 
Prayers1    Tim Buchholtz  
Prayers2            Jackie Leonard 

                   
                       

 
Jun 6   
10 AM  Lector 1    Jessica Price  

Lector 2    Chuck Cohen          
Lector 3             Chris Crisscione 
Prayers1    JoAnn Criscione  
Prayers2           Cathy Cohen  
           

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 


