
RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
     Several weeks ago, I 
was fascinated by a 
webinar on The Saint 
John’s Bible, a hand-
written, hand-illuminated 
Bible crafted for the 21st-
century, completed in 
2007, using centuries-old 
materials and methods.  
(For more information on 
this Bible, see 

https://saintjohnsbible.org/).  A team of artists, under 
the direction of Donald Jackson, masterly illuminated 
the Bible, as seen in this illustration of the 
Resurrection: Mary Magdalene recognizing the  
Risen Lord.  The beauty of the illuminations is that 
they hold so many images, and interpretations are in 
the eye of the beholder.  I focused on Mary 
Magdalene’s hands, which seem to hold a golden 
thread.  
     In the resurrection event, there is a reality that we 
are reminded of: that everyone is subjected to the 
cycles of life. We are born, we live, and we die. And 
we live again… Too often we fear or resent death 
when we shouldn’t. The poet Rainer Maria Rilke says: 
“Death is our friend precisely because it brings us into 
absolute and passionate presence with all that is 
here, that is natural, that is love… Life always says 
Yes and No simultaneously. Death (I implore you to 
believe) is the true Yea-sayer. It stands before 
eternity and says only: Yes.”  Jesus’s resurrection 
reminds us of this truth. 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

10 AM 
St. James Zoom Worship Service 

 
10:45 AM Zoom Coffee Hour 

Link listed on page 3 
 

11:15 AM 
Worship with the National 

Cathedral 
 

No in-person worship services 
are currently being held in the 

church. 

 
 
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 

Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 

The Rev. William R. Eanes, Retired Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net 
 

Internet Web Page: 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
lauratuggleanderson@gmail.com 

 
The St. James Vestry: 

Senior Warden, Gail Fields, 556-0086 
Junior Warden, Arby Frost, 989-3054 

† Clerk, Renee Toth, 761-7747 
† Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 

† Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
† Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Linda Bryant, 776-6886 
Tim Buchholtz, 520-2947 
Chris Criscione, 915-2657 

Cam Srpan, 562-0954 
Gina Wellford, 588-7521 
Dottie Wrabel, 204-4316 
Lynn Wright, 354-2120 

 ( † - Not Vestry members) 
 

Standing Committees & Chairs 
Finance:  Doug Tuggle, 776-2405;  
                 394-1425 
Property:  Arby Frost, 989-3054 
Hospitality:  Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Stewardship:  Chris Criscione,  
                         915-2657 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Episcopal Church Women:   
Dorothy Herndon 362-0457 

 
Daughters of the King:   
Carla Spencer 521-5100 

 

Rector’s Message continued. . .  
 
“Rabbi,” the disciples said, “why do you 
teach that God is closer to sinners than 
to the perfect ones?’  “Well” the old 
rabbi explained, “Every time we sin, we 
break the thread that ties us to God.  
Every time we repent, God ties it up 
again.  And every knot shortens the 
thread.”  In my more mystical musings, I 
can see a golden threat that ties us to 
God from our very creation, throughout 
our lives, and into our resurrection.  Lent 
and Easter tell the story that the old 
rabbi recounted, of a broken thread, 
retied, bringing us closer to God.  The 
18th century English poet William Blake 
says it this way: “I give you the end of a 
golden string, Only wind it into a ball; it 
will lead you in at Heaven’s gate, Built in 
Jerusalem’s wall.”  I can see Mary 
Magdalene holding her golden threat, 
that had led her on a winding way, as 
she followed Jesus, a faithful disciple of 
his ministry, to the foot of the Cross, 
back to the tomb, until in this 
resurrection moment of recognizing the 
Risen Lord, her thread became her 
golden ball of joy.   
 The American poet William 
Stafford once wrote, “There’s a thread 
you follow.  It goes along things that 
change.  But it doesn’t change.  People 
wonder about what you are pursuing.  
You have to explain about the thread.  
But it is hard for others to see.  While 
you hold it, you can’t get lost.  Tragedies 
happen; people get hurt or die; and you 
suffer and get old.  Nothing you do can 
stop time’s unfolding.  You don’t ever let 
go of the thread.”   
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  Each and every one of us is 
following our own thread. Some may not 
know where you have been or where 
you are going, but you cannot let go of 
the thread you are following.  Think 
about the golden thread that is gently, 
invisibly, and silently pulling at you. This 
thread connects you with God’s purpose 
for your life. What are you called to do? 
The golden thread is a line of questions: 
Who am I? Where am I going? What is 
the meaning of life? What happens 
when I reach the end of the thread? The 
golden thread is what connects you to 
God. 
 The golden thread is the thread 
that measures the length of life, which is 
cut by the Fates. It is an image that 
guides us into thinking about the path 
we travel through life. But Blake’s image 
goes beyond that. The golden string is 
given to us, and we must do more than 
just follow it. We must never let go of it, 
we must trust it, and we must wind it into 
a ball, that ultimately leads us to 
Heaven’s gate.  May your golden 
thread, become your ball of Easter joy.   
SEB+ 
 

 

St. James Cycle of Prayer 
 

In April, we give thanks for the 
services of the Property Committee 
members and the Gardeners.  We pray 
that their ministry to maintain, 
enhance, and beautify the parish 
property and grounds continue to be 
rendered to the Glory of God. 
 

NOTE OF THANKS . . . 
 
Dear Saints of James, 
 
 Thank you so much for the lovely 
flowers I received for my 95th birthday, 
February 13th.  I had a good day 
celebrating with my family.  Deidre could 
not come due to the weather, but we 
talked several times on the phone.  I 
miss our church services and seeing 
everyone.  Hopefully it won’t be for 
much longer.  My sincere thanks and 
good wishes to everyone.    
 
                               Sincerely,  
                                       Joyce Brown 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES . . . 

 
Diocesan Middle School  

Spring Youth Event 
 
Youth grades 6-8 are encouraged to 
participate in the Diocesan Spring Youth 
Event at Camp Bethel in Botetourt 
county, on Saturday, April 17th, from 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Lunch and a 
snack will be provided; dinner is not 
available.  Masking and social 
distancing will be maintained.  The cost 
is $40.00 for meals and a T-shirt. 
Scholarships are available by contacting 
the Rector.  
https://youth.dioswva.org/Youth%20Eve
nts/spring-youth-event-sye.htmlFor 
more information and to register, see:  
https://youth.dioswva.org/Youth%20Eve
nts/spring-youth-event-sye.html. 
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Summer Camps @ Phoebe Needles 
 
Join other diocesan youth this summer 
at Phoebe Needles camp & conference 
center, in Franklin county.  A variety of 
camps are being offered for youth 
grades 5 through 12.  For information on 
the camps and to register, visit the 
website: 
https://www.phoebeneedles.org.   St. 
James has scholarship fund for youth, 
and we value all our youth participating 
in Diocesan camps and conferences.  
For more information, see the Rector. 
  
  
OUTREACH NEWS… 
 

Outreach Benevolences for 2021 
 

Boys Home–an Episcopal residential 
home and school for at risk boys located 
in Covington 
 
The Salvation Army—Support for Food 
Pantries, homelessness, domestic 
abuse, and spiritual healing 
 
United Thank Offering (UTO)—a 
National Episcopal organization which 
provide grants for assistance throughout 
the US 
 
Episcopal Relief and Development 
(ERD)—Formerly the Presiding Bishop’s 
Fund for World Relief, ERD provides 
disaster assistance in the US and world-
wide as well as on-going development 
assistance 
 

The Roanoke Rescue Mission—aids 
those in need from homelessness, 
addiction, disabilities and abuse 
 
Phoebe Needles—The camp and 
conference center of the Diocese of 
Southwestern VA 
 
Youth Scholarships—financial 
assistance to help St James children & 
Youth attend Episcopal camps and 
diocesan events 
 
Presbyterian Community Center—Aids 
families and individuals in Roanoke area 
 
West End Center—” Opening doors for 
Roanoke’s underserved youth” 
 
RAM House—helping to prevent and 
alleviate homelessness 
 
Bradley Free Clinic—provides medical 
care for low-income, underinsured, and 
uninsured 
 
Round Hill School-Congregations in 
Action—providing support for the 
children and staff of the school year 
round 
 
Total Action for Progress—helps 
individuals and families achieve 
economic and personal independence 
 
Feeding America—a network of Food 
Banks providing direct service of food to 
individuals and families in need 
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Gertie the Goat 
 
It is time to make your Lenten alms 
donation for Gertie the Goat; we have 
10 goats purchased and when you send 
in your check to St James, or make your 
contribution on line, through our St. 
James website 
(https://stjames.dioswva.org), I am sure 
we will have reached our target goal of 
at least 15 goats, at $80.00 per goat.  
Our goats will help multiple families in 
South Sudan as your generosity 
becomes a gift of live for neighbors you 
have not met, but who are grateful for 
you. 
 
 

APRIL BENEVOLENCE 
 
     Our April Benevolence offering goes 
to United Thank Offering (UTO). 
     For over 125 years, the United Thank 
Offering has supported mission and 
ministry in The Episcopal Church over 
and above the General Convention 
budget. UTO is now overseen by a 

Board and supported by the work of 
Parish Coordinators and Providence 
Representatives.  Through UTO, 
individuals are invited to embrace and 
deepen a personal daily spiritual 
discipline of gratitude. 
     100% of the money given to UTO is 
granted back out into The Episcopal 
Church through grants.  Applications are 
available yearly on the first Friday in 
December at episcopalchurch.org/uto. 
The possibilities are nearly endless for 
what a UTO grant can help you do. 
     Contact our Diocese Coordinator, 
Maile Armstrong, for more information or 
visit the UTO website at: 
unitedthankoffering.com 
     Donations may be made by sending 
a check to St. James, or by donating on 
the St. James website with the gift 
designation included in the “note field.” 
 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS… 
 
April 1 Ryan Kovac 
April 6 Krystal Ohl Miller 
April 10 Joanna Baker Capps  
April 11 Ivica Trupcevic 
April 11 Pat Ball 
April 18 Grace Gawor 
 
 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES . . . 
 
April 10  Mother Sue, ordained 30 years                             
              as Priest 
April 29  Deidre and Billy Franey 
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ZOOM SERVER SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2021 
 
Apr 4  Easter Sunday 
10 AM  Lector 1    Jessica Price  

Lector 2    Carla Spencer 
Lector 3    Avis Aheron   
Prayers 1   Lynn Wright 
Prayers 2        Taylore Price 

 
Apr 11   
10 AM  Lector 1    Tim Buchholtz 

Lector 2    Maile Armstrong 
Lector 3    Donna Frost      
Prayers 1   Art Tatman  
Prayers 2        Abby Price  

 
Apr 18 
10 AM  Lector 1    Jackie Leonard 

Lector 2    Betsy Briggs  
Lector 3    Chuck Cohen     
Prayers 1   Michael Bentley 
Prayers 2        Cathy Cohen         

 
Apr 25 
10 AM  Lector 1    Chris Criscione 

Lector 2    Jessica Price 
Lector 3    Lynn Wright     
Prayers 1   JoAnn Criscione  

               Prayers 2        Carla Spencer 
                              

           
May 2   
10 AM  Lector 1    Avis Aheron 

Lector 2    Donna Frost  
Lector 3    Art Tatman     
Prayers 1   Taylore Price   
Prayers 2        Betsy Briggs                

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

Write down one planned action you will 
take to honor God’s creation with your 
landscape or garden plans in the 
spring. Find ideas from the US Forest 
Service at 
www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/Native_Plant 
_Materials 

2  
Watch the “Story of Stuff” 
online video at 
www.storyofstuff.org 

3  
Decide not to add any items to 
the landfill today. Use real 
cups, cloth napkins, reusable 
bags for groceries, and 
reusable water bottles. 

4  
If you don’t already have one, 
consider ordering a copy of The 
Green Bible. All passages 
related to care and justice for 
God’s creation are in green 
print. It is available online. 

5  
Are there “energy vampires” in your home 
which you can unplug to make a 
difference? Check 
www.smartenergy.com/energy-vampire for 
ideas. Then, try out a practice of 
observing the Sabbath by unplugging your 
electronics! 

6  
Take note of how your 
church’s coffee hour is run. 
Look for opportunities to 
become more sustainable, 
such as eliminating 
Styrofoam, using china 
instead of paper cups, or 
buying from local vendors. 

7  
Labor exploitation is often tied 
up in sustaining our current 
levels of consumption. Take 
the Human Slavery 
Footprintsurvey at 
(slaveryfootprint.org). Consider 
ways to decrease your 
participation in modernday 
slavery. 

8  
Do you know what watershed you live 
in? Find out, explore, and consider 
connecting with a local watershed 
stewardship organization: 
https://watersgeo.epa.gov/mywaterway/ 
rlist.html 

9  
Consider buying Fair Trade 
chocolate, dried fruit, tea and 
coffee or small gifts made by 
fair trade cooperatives. 
www.equalexchange.coop 

10  
Refugee displacement and 
hunger relate to damage to 
God’s creation. Spend some 
time reflecting on how issues of 
care for God’s creation relate to 
your faith community’s anti-
hunger, peacemaking, and 
refugee resettlement ministries. 

11  
Learn where your food comes 
from. Explore the Christian food 
movement to learn how 
Christians across the country 
are making a difference through 
food: 
www.christianfoodmovement.org 

12  
Say a prayer for God’s threatened and 
endangered creatures. Consider sharing 
an Endangered Species coloring book for 
children to color: 
fws.gov/nativeamerican/pdf/endangere d-
species-coloring-book.pdf. 

13  
Do a “water fast” by turning off 
water while brushing your 
teeth, and flushing your toilet 
half as often. Around the 
world, many people have 
access only to the amount of 
water each day that 
Americans use in one toilet 
flush. 

14  
Give up two degrees: for every 
degree the thermostat is below 
68 in the winter or above 78 in 
the summer there’s a 3- 5% 
savings in energy use and cost. 

15  
Many of the actions necessary to care 
for God’s creation require coordinated, 
collective action. Often, government is 
the best instrument for such action. 
Check to make sure your voter 
registration is current, and prepare to 
vote in every election. 

16  
Lower the temperature of your 
water heater to 120 degrees. 

17  
Check the light bulbs in your 
house. Are they the most 
efficient possible? Energy 
savings from LED light bulbs 
pay off quickly for God’s 
creation and your energy bill. 

18  
Begin the process of thinking 
through how to give away 
unneeded clothes, bakeware, 
and other goods to people who 
could use them, and rethink, 
reuse, and recycle other items. 
Learn more at 
www.earth911.com 

19  
We can see through the biodiversity of all 
God’s creation that God loves diversity. 
God loves diversity among people, too. 
Virtually connect with someone who 
differs from your usual social bubble. 
Read Ephesians 2:11-22. 

20  
Schedule a tune-up to set 
your car tire pressure to the 
recommended level for 
optimal gas mileage. Practice 
driving mindfully. Higher 
speeds (55 mph+) reduce fuel 
economy. 

21  
Remember your baptism today. 
What does it mean to you to be 
baptized? Spend some time 
praying or journaling about 
what happens to this 
sacrament when the world’s 
waters become polluted and 
inaccessible? 

22  
today we recognize how people around 
the world are affected by water issues 

23  
Visit waterfootprint.org to learn 
more about water footprint. Say 
a prayer of gratitude every time 
you sip water today. 

24  
Nearly half of all food in the 
United States never gets eaten, 
while one in eight people in the 
U.S. suffer hunger. Check out 
local resources for reducing 
food waste, and how to help 
encourage local stores to give 
to those in need. 

25  
Choose a reusable water bottle 
and commit to using it instead of 
purchasing individual, 
disposable water bottles. 

26  
lan or plant seeds for a garden, even a 
window garden, to support a local food 
system, and to remember hope and new 
life in Christ: 
almanac.com/content/beginnersvegetable-
garden 

27  
To show love for our Creator, 
we respect and protect all of 
creation. Take a moment 
today to for silence and 
honoring all of God’s creation. 

28  
Read Psalm 31. May we 
recognize the lament, grief, and 
despair of the world around us. 
Climate injustice, poverty, 
hunger, and human suffering 
seem insurmountable. Trust 
that God hears us. 

29  
Read Duane Elgin’s essay Choosing a  

New Lifeway: Voluntary Simplicity. 
www.duaneelgin.com/wpcontent/ 

uploads/2010/11/choosing_a_ne 
w_lifeway.pdf 

30  
Burial rituals can help, rather 
than harm, God’s creation. 
Learn about how to leave a 
sustainable legacy at 
www.GreenBurialCouncil.org. 
Schedule a time to talk with a 
loved one regarding your 
feelings about this subject. 

 

 


