
Brunswick County

In the southeastern most corner of North Carolina sits Brunswick County.  Brunswick has one of 
the largest land mass area of all counties in NC and has in the past ten years experienced a 47% 
population growth making it one of the fastest growing counties in the nation.  Brunswick extends 
from the north at Leland and the Wilmington suburbs, south to the SC state line.  The 1790 census 
included 3,071 people and the 2019 estimated population was 142,820.

The historic settlement of Brunswick Town was formed in the 1750’s with the old St. Philip’s Church 
started in 1754 and completed in 1768.  The settlement survived wars and disease and the walls of 
the old church still stand.  Clergy were notoriously low paid, faced peril, and were short tenured. 
The current St. Philip’s Church in Southport worships at the site annually.  

The Brunswick County economy has historically been centered around fishing, agriculture and 
tourism with a small amount of industry mixed in. Construction is probably the fastest growing 
economic sector.  The three mile wide swath of land along the coast is home to many old beach 
communities and has become a higher wealth area as retirees and real estate investors move in.  
The new population growth has brought a significantly higher median income so that the county 
currently  has a divide between retirees with over $100,000 in annual income and other residents 
working in part time or service industries.  The influx of new people has driven the median in-
come to $80,000 a year which reduces federal investment in the county.

However, if we move inland from the developed coast the census data shows a different picture 
with areas that have overlays of poverty, substandard housing, lack of affordable housing and food 
deserts.  There is no public transit system in the county other than limited human services
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transportation making access to jobs and services a challenge.  

Brunswick County churches and nonprofits have stepped up to meet growing needs for basic hu-
man essentials: providing food for a county where 25% of the individuals are food needy; devel-
oping a nonprofit health clinic; providing assistance for emergency needs; providing winter shelter 
for homeless individuals and families; and starting a nonprofit to offer transitional housing for 
homeless families and advocate for the development of affordable housing.  

With its large coastline Brunswick is a hurricane magnet for the east coast and the natural di-
sasters of the last five years have taught us all how vulnerable our population is.  We have pulled 
together as a group to support one another and started to develop infrastructures that can move 
us all forward.


