
Columbus County

Columbus is North Carolina’s third largest county, having a land area of 954 square miles.  It is 
home to one of the state’s largest natural lakes, Lake Waccamaw and a NC state park. Founded 
in 1808 and named for Christopher Columbus, the county is home to The Green Swamp and its 
indigenous Venus Flytrap as well as sections of the Waccamaw, Lumber and Cape Fear Rivers. In 
fact, 16 sq miles of the county are covered in water.  

Diverse is a word that comes to mind when describing the people who call Columbus County 
home. The population of approximately 55,000 includes a variety of racial and ethnic groups. Co-
lumbus County is home to the unique and centuries old Crusoe Island community. The people of 
Crusoe Island are well known for their unusual dialect, work ethic and craftsmanship.  They are 
especially known for making dugout canoes, bread bowls and other wood crafts. 

The People of the Eastern Star also known as the The Waccamaw Siouan Indians are one of eight 
state-recognized Native American tribes. Their homeland is situated in eastern Columbus County 
and southern Bladen County. The tribe hosts a POW WOW each year that celebrates their heri-
tage.  This delightful and culturally rich event is open to the public. 

Resilient and hopeful are some other words that come to mind when telling the Columbus Coun-
ty story. Due to hurricanes Matthew and Florence, the area has experienced two 1000-year flood 
events in the last four years. Many homes, businesses and livelihoods were lost, not once, but 
twice.  Fair Bluff, in western Columbus County, was completely decimated by the flood waters of 
the Lumber River in 2016 and again in 2018. Despite these losses, the people of the county are 
hopeful and have demonstrated courage and resilience in the face of adversity. Many are diligently 

Written by Susan and John Deans



Columbus County
Many are diligently working at ongoing revitalization efforts.  

Disparity exists among residents in regard to education, socio-economic status, quality of life and 
health. The COVID-19 Pandemic has had a significant impact on the county which has seen more 
deaths per capita than other counties in the region. Efforts have been made to improve the over-
all health and wellness of county residents with public information campaigns and the addition 
of parks and walking trails.  Events such as Take the Lake, an annual fitness event with a festival 
atmosphere is held at Lake Waccamaw, each year over the Labor Day weekend. This event is free 
and open to all ages and fitness levels. 

Capitalizing on the climate and natural resources of the area, agriculture and forestry are big driv-
ers of the county’s economy. However, due to a loss of industry and big tobacco, unemployment is 
an issue for some residents. There are organizations making strides to improve life for those who 
call Columbus County home.  The Columbus Jobs Foundation and Southeastern Community 
College (SCC) are working to bring industry to the county and fine tune a skilled work force. The 
college, located in the county seat of Whiteville, recently opened an Advanced Manufacturing 
Training Center that focuses on preparing individuals for 21st Century jobs.  The Columbus Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce and Tourism works diligently to promote small business and tourism, 
especially ecotourism, in the county.  The county’s largest employers are SCC, International Paper 
Company and Columbus Regional Health Care Center, the only hospital in the county. 

There are so many more things we could share about our beloved Columbus County. We invite 
you to come visit and see what’s so very special about this place we call home. 


