
Duplin County

On April 7, 1750, the Colonial General Assembly of North Carolina in New Bern established Du-
plin County naming it after Sir Thomas Hays, Lord Dupplin, a Scotsman who served on the Board 
of Trade and Plantations for the English Crown in the 1740s. Duplin County was created from 
the northern part of New Hanover County north of the Northeast Cape Fear River. Originally, 
it en-compassed land that became Sampson County in 1784. Today, the county comprises 819 
square miles making it the 9th largest in the state.

The county’s earliest immigrants were the Welsh, who arrived in the early 1700s. They were soon 
followed by the Germans, the Swiss Protestants, and the Scotch-Irish in the 1730s and 1740s. 
Concurrently, French Huguenots and English migrated from Virginia, while Scots and African 
Americans migrated from the upper Cape Fear region. Today, Duplin County’s estimated popu-
lation is 58,856 (49th largest in the state) and is principally white (71.24%) and African American 
(23.75%). Of these, only 32.9% practice religion, chiefly Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Pen-
tecostal.

The earliest settlements were established along the Northeast Cape Fear River and larger creeks 
for obvious reasons. An early settlement on the east bank of the Northeast Cape Fear River named 
Sarecta became Duplin’s first incorporated town in 1787 (it no longer functions as a town). Others 
were established on the west side of the river at Goshen Swamp and at a place known as Golden 
Grove, which became the incorporated town of Kenansville in 1852 and is today’s County Seat. 
Modern-day Duplin County has 10 incorporated towns: Calypso, Faison, Warsaw, Kenansville, 
Magnolia, Rose Hill, Teachey, Wallace, Greenevers and Beulaville.
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Duplin County
Duplin County’s abundant longleaf pine forests made the production of naval stores, such as resin, 
tar, pitch, and turpentine harvested from these forests, the county’s first industry. It was extremely 
lucrative and was a significant part of the economy until the late 1800s. Initially, log rafts trans-
port-ed products down the Northeast Cape Fear River to be sold in Wilmington. Later, paddle-
wheel riverboats replaced rafts because they were faster, more efficient, and could easily transport 
supplies, goods, mail, and people on return trips. In 1840, when the Wilmington and Weldon 
Railroad was completed in the western half of the county, rail transportation rapidly replaced river 
transportation. The towns of Wallace, Teachey, Rose Hill, Magnolia, Warsaw, Faison and Calypso 
sprung up as depots along its route. Today, Duplin county is served by Interstate 40, U.S. Highway 
117, and a network of NC Highways. Rail and air ser-vices are provided by CSX Rail and the Du-
plin County Airport.

Other large industries in Duplin County include chicken and turkey packing and the Duplin Win-
ery, the oldest in North Carolina and the largest in the Southeast. Duplin County has a strong 
agri-cultural heritage. Its output when combined with that of neighboring Sampson County is 
estimated to be about one-sixth of the world’s food supply! Additionally, it has more hogs than any 
other U.S. county – 2.2 million, which exceeds the hog population of most states.

The coronavirus first appeared in Duplin County in March 2020, at which time all public schools 
were closed indefinitely. The first positive case was reported in late March 2020 and the first Du-
plin resident died of the virus on May 1, 2020. Despite the virus, however, 74.7% of voters turned 
out for the 2020 election. On December 22, 2020, Duplin County moved from the orange level 
(substantial) to red (critical). To date, there have been 4,894 cases and 83 deaths.

Duplin County is covered by a patchwork of farms, thick pine forests, and small towns populated 
by industrious, hardworking, and friendly people. The county’s many important contributions 
to the State and the Nation are often not apparent beneath its quiet, rural and idyllic beauty. It is, 
nev-ertheless, a place to visit and appreciate for the reasons described in this paper.


