
Robeson County

There are several things that make Robeson County a unique place to live and work. The first of 
these is its racial diversity.  Since 2008, Robeson County has been identified as among the 10% of 
U.S. counties that are “majority minority”.  Its combined population of American Indian, African 
American and Hispanic residents constitute more than 68% of the total. Members of the state-rec-
ognized Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, make up most of the 38% of the population who identi-
fy as Native American. Clearly the history of the county, from its founding in 1787, is the story of 
European Americans, Native Americans, African Americans, and mixed race Americans coexist-
ing in North Carolina’s largest county by land area.

Agriculture and timber have always been principle sources of income. The Lumber River served 
as a source of transportation of logs to customers in South Carolina and enabled this industry 
to develop.  The economic fortunes of the county have varied over the years, but at present it is 
ranked as North Carolina’s poorest  county.  Industrial, technological, and professional jobs are 
lacking in the area.  On a positive note, the University of North Carolina at Pembroke is located 
in the county. It developed from a normal school established there in the late 19th century for the 
training of teachers for students classified as Indian. The university is a vibrant institution that 
makes a profound contribution to the life of the county.

Another positive attribute of the county is the courage and tenacity of its people in the face of 
adversity.  Flooding from hurricanes Matthew and Florence devastated Lumberton, the county’s 
major city and economic hub.  In 2016 and 2018 these storms caused the Lumber River to flood, 
destroying homes, businesses, and having a huge economic impact. Friends and neighbors talked 
about the first storm as if it were a lifetime event. Once the community got some distance from the  
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wreckage, the water marks would start to fade. Maybe the psychological damage could dissipate 
too. It couldn’t happen again? But then in September 2018 Hurricane Florence came and 24 inches 
of rain fell, flooding the same areas. Freshly renovated houses were destroyed again. Rebuilt hous-
es were ruined. After the second flood, many residents left the county to relocate.  The long-term 
effect of hurricanes is weighing on the community. 

The question lingers in the mind of residents: will this happen again?  In the midst of all this, 
the county is making plans to persevere. Recently, an award of more than $3.7 million to the city 
of Lumberton and Robeson county for the development of an industrial park was announced. 
Civic leaders believe the project will attract new business and industry to the area. In short, the 
leadership of the county has been relentless in finding ways to cope with the counties’ challenges. 
They continually present a positive image to prospective business partners that in terms of labor 
cost, taxes, and cost of living, Robeson County is the most affordable option for new and existing 
industries. The spirit of Robeson County is the Spirit of resilience - “together, we will find a way.”


