
Hoke County

This is a short review of Hoke County, North Carolina in the Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina.

Let me begin by sharing the origin of Hoke County, North Carolina.  From the World Wide Web 
I found that what is now Hoke County was separated from Cumberland County in 1911.  It was 
named after a Confederate General. While I am not surprised, I am disappointed. As an American 
of African descent, I am discouraged about the naming of Hoke County in which I live and love, 
that it is named after a person with such a lack of righteous principles.  Perhaps this is something 
that can be improved upon in the hope of coming years. We all need to have a conversation about 
how we can appreciate the courage of our Southern Fathers and yet, at the same time, disapprove 
of their lack of morality. 

Full disclosure, I did not know that Hoke County was even in the Diocese of East Carolina for the 
first twenty three years I worshiped in this Diocese while living in Carteret and Craven Counties 
on the coast.  There were no representatives at Diocesan functions from any parish in Hoke Coun-
ty because there was no parish in Hoke County; there is still no Episcopal parish in Hoke County.   
Hoke County is the most western County in the Diocese of East Carolina.

I have lived in Hoke County North Carolina now for fourteen years.  What I like about the loca-
tion of Hoke County is its proximity to the beach, to Fort Bragg, to the Interstate highway systems 
that connect rural North Carolina with the Raleigh - Durham area.  

In addition to the roads of this county are the places the roads will take us within the county. There 
are three places of note:
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First, there is the Carolina Horse Park at 2814 Montrose Road, Raeford, North Carolina 28376.  
The horse park does not stable horses but provides a venue for horse shows and races.  The prop-
erty consists of 360 acres.  The Horse Park has been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and is in need of business.  Their next big event is the Carolina International CCI on March 
18.  Please check them out on the Web at  info@carolinahorsepark.com. 

Second is the Sky Dive Paraclete XP at https://skydiveparacletexp.com. I have often driven by 
this place and have seen people in parachutes descending into Hoke County. The Sky Dive Para-
clete XP is located at 143 Airport Drive, Raeford, North Carolina 28376. It is a very inclusive and 
welcoming place. Their ad reads: “Welcome to Skydive Paraclete XP, the premier destination for 
skydiving in NC. Located in Raeford, North Carolina; we are just minutes from Fayetteville and 
a short drive from Raleigh, Greensboro, and Charlotte. Skydive Paraclete XP is the #1 choice for 
sport and tandem skydiving in NC!”  Please check it out, you will be amazed!

Lastly is Fort Bragg. Hoke County is surrounded by five North Carolina counties and Fort Bragg 
(Also named after a Confederate General). There are many Episcopalians who attend Episcopal 
parishes in both the Dioceses of East Carolina and North Carolina.   We do not have an East Car-
olina parish presence in Hoke County.  I was so grateful when on June 6th, 2020 when two priests, 
a deacon and our Lay Dean of the Upper Cape Fear, joined me (also a priest) at my home as we 
prepared to attend the viewing of George Floyd.  It was sad about the circumstances around the 
death of George Floyd, but to have Episcopal clergy in Hoke County meant a lot to me. It took us 
longer to drive to the site where the viewing was than the time we spent in the building itself.  We 
were rushed through, masked and socially distanced. The impact of the Coronavirus has really 
hurt the economy of Hoke County and the effects seem to be, at times, overwhelming.

Hoke County has satellite hospitals from both Moore County (More Regional), and Cumberland 
County (Cape Fear Valley). Such sites could perhaps be used to administer vaccines when avail-
able.  As of this writing, we have to go outside the county to get it.

I love Hoke County. The people are surprisingly friendly. I don’t think many of the Christians here 
are aware of the Episcopal path of the Jesus movement.  It is my continued hope to bring new hope 
to Hoke.


