
Lenoir County

As we continue our journey through the diocese of East Carolina, we find ourselves slightly west 
of Highway 17 in Lenoir County. Lenoir County, at almost the geographical center of the diocese, 
is situated half way between Raleigh and the coast. Its main municipalities consist of Pink Hill, 
LaGrange and Kinston, with Kinston being the county seat. The diocesan offices are located in 
Kinston because of this central location, being 2 hours 30 minutes from Currituck in the north-
ern part of the diocese and 2 hours 7 minutes from Shallotte in the south. The Neuse river runs 
through this county which is bordered by the counties of Wayne, Duplin, Jones, Craven, Pitt and 
Greene. 
     
Lenoir County, incorporated in 1791, was named for General William Lenoir, a Revolutionary 
War hero. (https://lenoircountync.gov)  Demographics for this area show that the population that 
describes themselves as white is 56.4%, Black or African American is 40.4% and Hispanic/Latino 
is 3.1%. Lenoir County is home to one main institution of higher education, Lenoir Community 
College, and one main hospital UNC Lenoir, both of  which are located in Kinston. The County 
is known for its traditional farming with poultry, pork and crop farming being the most popular. 
It has a deep-rooted history of tobacco and cotton farming, which has declined greatly in recent 
history. Kinston, as the hub of the county, needed to reinvent itself and therefore has seen a resur-
gence into farm-fresh award-winning dining, (Chef and the Farmer) a vibrant arts scene, (Arts 
District) and music that touches the soul and lifts the spirit.  (African American Music Trail) 
(https://lenoircountync.gov) That, along with the rich history of the civil war (The Battle of Kin-
ston (1862) and the Battle of Wyse Fork) on display, breweries and distilleries, retro and boutique 
hotels are all hoping to entice tourists to the region. For history buffs, The Battle of Wyse Fork 
(1865) was the second biggest civil war battle in NC behind the Battle of Bentonville. (https://
lenoircountync.gov) 
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Lenoir County
Discussion of the effects of COVID on the county cannot be undertaken without mentioning the 
economics and health of the area. Lenoir County has a poverty rate of 22.1% compared to the state 
at 16.8%. According to a study done in 2017, 77% of farms have inadequate or no internet access. 
11.3% of Lenoir residents have poor or no access to internet. This has an enormous impact on 
children who are home because of remote learning. (https://nass.usda.gov) 

Financial barriers contribute to not having access to proper healthcare, and in turn, to the overall 
health of the county. According to the 2018 Lenoir County Community Health Assessment the 
leading causes of death are Diabetes, Cerebrovascular disease, cardiac disease and cancer.  Poor 
nutrition, lack of proper housing, lack of reliable transportation and inadequate access to health-
care can contribute to these diseases. As we know, COVID affects people with co-morbidities as 
those mentioned above. As of January 6 there has been a total of 3,473 cases of COVID along with 
79 deaths in Lenoir County. 10 of those deaths occurred in the first week of January 2021. (https://
usafacts.org)

I am writing this article because the original asking was to Kinston native and parishioner of St 
Mary’s Episcopal in Kinston, Adrian King. Adrian passed away on Monday January 4 from com-
plications of COVID.


