
Cumberland County

Located in the southeast region of North Carolina, Cumberland County provides “History, He-
roes, and a hometown feeling” to our diocese.  This is the motto of Fayetteville which is the county 
seat and the largest city in the area. Although the history of the county is dominated by Fayetteville 
and Fort Bragg the Suburban areas- Raeford, Spring Lake, Hope Mills, Rockfish, Stedman and 
Eastover- all contribute to the diversity of the area and it’s “hometown feeling.” 

Historically, the county was first inhabited by Siouan Native American peoples such as the Eno, 
Shakori, Waccamaw, Keyauwee, and Cape Fear people. They were the people of the area for more 
than 12,000 years. The colonization of the land began with a settlement of immigrants known as 
Highland Scots. The Cape Fear River provided a navigable waterway to attract settlers and as the 
population grew it was decided to establish the area as a separate county. A legislative act in 1754 
divided Bladen County thus creating Cumberland County.  The Cape Fear River provided an in-
land port and the county became a major transportation center for the early agriculture economy. 
Cross Creek, as the area was first named, became the county seat in 1778.  The Revolutionary War 
impacted on the entire state and contributed to the renaming of many places.  The county seat 
was renamed for the Marquis de Lafayette. And though many cities and counties have his name, 
Fayetteville was the first and the only city named for him that the Marquis actually visited during 
his tour of the United States in 1825.  After the Revolutionary War and before North Carolina had 
created a state capitol, Fayetteville was often a meeting place for the North Carolina legislature. In 
1789 two major events took place in the county: the ratification of the U. S. Constitution and the 
charter for the University of North Carolina, America’s oldest state university.

The county seat was ravaged by fire in 1831 and again during the Civil War by Sherman’s army.  
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Recovery was slow for the area. In 1918 Camp Bragg, an artillery training center for the U.S. army 
was built as a temporary facility. The facility was closed in 1921 and later reopened as a permanent 
army post named after General Braxton Bragg, a North Carolina native. Today, Fort Bragg pro-
vides for the major part of the county’s economy.

The early history defined the county with its heroes however over time Cumberland County would 
provide heroes for the state, the country and the world. The military presence in the county has 
provided heroes that have guarded the freedom of America throughout the 21st century.  From 
World Wars through the Middle East engagements, military personnel have been trained at Fort 
Bragg. At present the following units are among the those which provide for our freedom: The 
82nd Airborne Division, The United States Army Special Operations Command, and the John F. 
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. Cumberland County has welcomed many presidents 
and world dignitaries when they visited the commands at Fort Bragg.

The military continues to provide us with distinguished heroes but there have been other nota-
ble heroes associated with Cumberland County. The nation’s first well known African American 
novelist, Charles W. Chesnutt grew up in Fayetteville. He was instrumental in the establishment of 
Fayetteville State University. Hiram Revels, the first African American United States senator was 
from Fayetteville. Sports heroes also have connection to the county. George Herman “Babe” Ruth 
hit his first homerun as a professional baseball player in Fayetteville. Jim Thorpe of Olympic fame 
had an early baseball career in 1910 with the Fayetteville Highlanders.

History and heroes aside, it is the hometown feeling that makes Cumberland County an inviting 
place in which to move, learn, pray, and live. Diversity is abounding in the county. The population 
is one of many cultures- Asian, African American, Hawaiian and other Pacific Islanders, Hispanic 
and Latino. You can find restaurants that offer any type of ethnic cuisine from Thai to Vietnamese. 
There are three higher educational centers: Fayetteville State University, Methodist University, 
and Fayetteville Technical Community College. The same type of diversity can be found in reli-
gious organizations: Jewish, Muslim, Catholic, and Protestant.  The Arts play an important part in 
bringing all the different ethnicities together. There are four main performance establishments in 
the county: Cape Fear Regional Theatre, the Gilbert Theatre, Crown Coliseum and Cameo Arts 
Theatre.

The natural beauty of the County can be enjoyed at the Cape Fear Botanical Garden, The Cape 
Fear River Walk, The FTCC rose garden and one of the top Ten zip lines in the United States. And 
sport fans will be cheering that a new Baseball Stadium has been recently built to house Cumber-
land County’s Minor League, the Woodpeckers. This team is a Class A-Advanced affiliate for the 
Houston Astros.
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There is limited attendance at these activities now. The Coronavirus has impacted on every aspect 
of our lives. Many businesses have closed and the unemployment rate has increased exponentially.  
The damage of recent hurricanes still needs to be repaired. The Market House, once Fayetteville’s 
emblem, has been damaged as the Black Lives Matter movement reacted to the injustice seen 
throughout the country. The Market House is no longer being used as the county seat’s emblem 
and there is a movement to remove the edifice completely. The name of Fort Bragg is under scruti-
ny.  The history of General Braxton Bragg does not exemplify the county’s as well as the country’s 
values and hope for the future. 

The county recognizes that change is always inevitable. New history is being made. There are new 
heroes emerging in our community as the hometown feeling continues to bolster justice and unity 
throughout Cumberland County.


