
Wayne County

Wayne County, North Carolina, located in the Coastal Plain region, has six bordering counties:  
Wilson, Greene, Lenoir, Duplin, Sampson, and Johnson. It was founded in 1779, carved from 
Dobbs County, and named for Revolutionary War hero, General Anthony Wayne. Goldsboro is 
the county seat.

Wayne County July 2019 US census* estimates a population of 123,131, including 12,045 veter-
ans (years 2015-2019).  The five largest ethnic groups are White (Non-Hispanic) 62.8%, Black or 
African American (Non-Hispanic) 32.4%, Latino/Hispanic 12.8%, Native American and Alaska 
Native 0.9%, and Asian 1.3%. Median household income is $44,416 with a per capita income of 
$25,277, and a poverty rate of 18.6%.  There are 14.8% under age 65 without health insurance, and 
11.6% under age 65 are disabled.  Some residents are still recovering from hurricanes and flooding 
of the Neuse River. 

Higher educational institutions include Wayne Community College, University of Mount Olive, 
and Goldsboro Campus of North Carolina Wesleyan.  The Wayne County Public School System 
is comprised of nine high schools, nine middle schools, fourteen elementary schools, and one 
special education school.  There are six private schools, and one charter school. All schools are on 
hybrid schedules, including in person and online classes, due to COVID-19.

Wayne County is home to Seymour Johnson Air Force Base (AFB), the third largest military fa-
cility in the state.  It was named for Goldsboro native and test pilot Naval Lieutenant Seymour A. 
Johnson, who died in a plane crash in 1941.  The base was activated during World War II on June 
12, 1942 and deactivated in May 1946.  It was reactivated on April 1, 1956 after local community 
leaders campaigned for its reopening, and subsequently was annexed by the city of Goldsboro in 
1977.
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Wayne County is the sixth largest swine producer in the United States.  Additional top county 
employment statistics:

• Seymour Johnson AFB  6,171 employees
• Wayne County Public Schools 3,067 employees
• Wayne University of North Carolina Healthcare 1,448 employees
• Wayne County Government 1,100 employees
• Case Farms 1,100 employees
• O’Berry Center 1,053 employees
• Cherry Hospital, regional inpatient facility for the mentally ill, serving 38 counties, 1000 em-

ployees
• Founded in 1926, Mount Olive Pickle Company, the number one pickle brand in the United 

States, with more than 500 employees

Wayne County January 5, 2021 COVID-19 statistics are 7,727 confirmed cases and 151 deaths 
compared to the state of North Carolina 575,396 confirmed cases and 7,000 deaths.  Numerous 
county offices are closed or have limited access, forcing residents to rely on online services.  

*https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/waynecountynorthcarolina/
PST040219#PST040219
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