
Pamlico county

Pamlico County is a small rural county of about 13,000 people in the Coastal Plain region of North 
Carolina. It was formed in 1872 from Craven and Beaufort Counties and named for the Pamlico 
Sound which was named in turn for the Pamlico Indians.

As an indication of how small the county is, there are 2 traffic lights, one each public primary, 
elementary, middle, and high school. There is a charter school and a Christian school. A ferry 
will take you south out of the county from Minnesott the Neuse river to Cherry Branch in Craven 
County.

The county’s economy is based on tourism, commercial fishing and agriculture with crops consist-
ing of corn, cotton, potatoes, soy beans and tobacco. It is home to diverse wildlife including many 
bird species, beavers, black bears, bobcats, deer, fox, snakes and alligators.

Boundaries for the county include the Pamlico Sound and the Neuse River which is 5 miles across 
at Oriental. Considered the sailing capital of North Carolina, it is a town of approximately 800 
people and 2500 boats. Throughout the county are many rivers and creeks for recreational boat-
ing, canoeing and kayaking. This is also a great place for cycling as the roads are fairly flat with 
little traffic. On September 5, 1917, the Pamlico County School system inaugurated the first mo-
torized school bus service in North Carolina.

Unfortunately Pamlico County is in a very high risk hurricane zone. Since 1930 over 100 hur-
ricanes have impacted the county. Many homes and businesses have been flooded during these 
storms. As a community, folks will rally together, neighbor helping neighbor with the task of re-
building.

Bayboro, the hub and county seat, is home to small businesses. The county’s doctors, lawyers,
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dentists, health department, daycare, and the public schools are all in Bayboro. 

Using the Health Department facilities in the evening, HOPE Clinic began in 1998 as an outreach 
ministry of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Oriental by a group of passionate volunteers. The 
vision of providing free medical care to low-income uninsured adults in Pamlico County imme-
diately captured the imagination and support of the community, and has been a vital part of the 
Pamlico County region since it opened its doors in February, 1999. Other active volunteer agen-
cies in the county include, Habitat for Humanity, Hospice of Pamlico Co., HeartWorks Children’s 
Program, Meals on Wheels, Fishes & Loaves, Girls on the Run, Children’s Theater Workshop and 
Women’s Shelter.

Pamlico Community College was founded in 1962 as an industrial education center. It was re-
cently named the #1 community college in America for student educational outcome and has 11 
associate degree programs. 
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