
Washington County

Washington County was officially formed in 1799. It consists of three incorporated towns: Roper, 
Creswell, and Plymouth, the county seat. Outside of the three incorporated towns, there are sev-
eral unincorporated communities throughout the county that is known for its rich farmland and 
extensive forests.

Washington County is uniquely situated between several bodies of water. To the north of the 
county, you have the Roanoke River and Albemarle Sound, and to the southeast, you have Lake 
Phelps and Pungo Lake. 

One of the unincorporated communities located on the Albemarle Sound that prospered early in 
its history is Mackey’s Ferry. This area had its beginnings in the early 1700s when it was known as 
Lee’s Point. Lee’s Point served as a transfer “point” for lumber provided by the sawmill located in 
Roper at the time. In the early 1730s, William Mackey bought a ferry from his uncle, who lived 
in Chowan County. Mackey would create a ferry system that included four stops in Washington 
County and one stop in Chowan County. When William Mackey died in 1765, Lee’s Point was 
renamed Mackey’s Ferry in his honor.      

Mackey’s Ferry reached its peak success in 1899 when the old two-vehicle ferry was replaced by 
Norfolk-Southern railway. They replaced the old ferries with the twin side-wheelers iron train 
ferry John W. Garrett, pictured below. In 1910, the John W. Garrett left Mackey’s Ferry after Nor-
folk-Southern completed its 28,000-foot bridge across Albemarle Sound. In 1938, ferry use across 
the Albemarle Sound came to a complete halt with the completion of a highway bridge. Ferries 
were used in the area for 203 years. 

The population of Washington County has been on a constant decline since the 1990s. As a rural 
county, only a little more than 50% of the population has an internet connection in their homes.

Written by Ashley Simpson



Amid the current coronavirus pandemic, life in Washington County has not changed much out-
side of the regular adjustments people have had to make to continue working and living in safe 
conditions. Due to the county’s rural nature, they have been able to keep their infection rate rela-
tively low. 
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