
 
RECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Saints of James, 

I recently read an article in Christianity Today, about the 
food supply during the Coronavirus pandemic, and the plight of 
migrant workers.  An excerpt of this piece said: In early spring, 
the coronavirus pandemic sent the global food supply chain 
into disarray. In US grocery stores, prices surged, and many 
items—not just toilet paper—simply disappeared from shelves.  
At some fruit and vegetable farms across the country—
particularly those that sell directly to consumers or stores—
business remained strong or even improved. But other farms 
watched the market for their produce dry up overnight, forcing 
them to cut operations, pull acreage out of production, and 
endure the heartbreak of tilling harvest-ready crops into the 
ground. 
 At the base of this teetering agricultural system are migrant 
farm workers. Just under 10 percent of laborers come to the 
United States on H-2A visas, which allow them to work in 
agriculture for up to 10 months. The other 90 percent of 
seasonal farm workers live domestically and often earn 
minimum wage, patching together jobs in hospitality, 
restaurants, and a rotating schedule of crops. Nearly half are 
not authorized to work in the United States.  For many workers, 
the pandemic has made an already difficult living even 
more daunting. Growers and packing houses laid off workers. 
The virus moved quickly through some farms and buildings 
that house agricultural workers, many of whom don’t have 
health insurance. 
 CT met with pastors, farmers, field workers, and activists in 
California and North Carolina who were ministering to migrant 
farm workers before the pandemic and continue to do so 
today. In ministries of word, mercy, and justice, these 
Christians are approaching the complex challenges facing 
laborers in ways that are varied and, at times, even 
contradictory.   
 I was thinking about this article as I drove into the Kroger 
parking lot to pop in the store and get 3 items for our dinner.  In 
the parking lot I saw a man playing an accordion with a sign  
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10 AM 
St. James Zoom Worship Service 

 
10:45 AM Zoom Coffee Hour 

Link listed on page 3 
 

11:15 AM 
Worship with the National 

Cathedral 
 

December 24, 2020 
Christmas Eve 

8:00 PM    Zoom Service 
 

December 25, 2020 
Christmas Day 

Live stream with Bishop Mark 
Diocese Homepage 

 
No in-person worship services 
are currently being held in the 

church. 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 

The Rev. William R. Eanes, Retired Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net 
 

Internet Web Page: 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
lauratuggleanderson@gmail.com 

 
The St. James Vestry: 

Senior Warden, Gail Fields, 556-0086 
Junior Warden, Arby Frost, 989-3054 

† Clerk, Katie Rucker, 362-2205 
† Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 

† Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
† Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Maile Armstrong, 354-6016 
Ann Bird, 366-0996 

Linda Bryant, 776-6886 
Chris Criscione, 915-2657 

Cam Srpan, 562-0954 
Doug Tuggle, 776-2405 
Gina Wellford, 588-7521 

 ( † - Not Vestry members) 
 

Standing Committees & Chairs 
Finance:  Doug Tuggle, 776-2405;  
                 394-1425 
Property:  Arby Frost, 989-3054 
Hospitality:  Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Stewardship:  Chris Criscione,  
                         915-2657 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Episcopal Church Women:   
Dorothy Herndon 362-0457 

 
Daughters of the King:   

Pat Ball 725-8730 
 

Rector’s Message continued. . .  
 
that said “I am a Father of two children and I 
need money to pay the rent and buy food.”   
There it was again, food.  I have to confess 
that my first thoughts were, ‘I don’t give cash to 
street people; I support the institutions where 
they can go for food and shelter.  I wonder if he 
knows about our St. James Free Pantry.”  I 
went into the store and 10 minutes later came 
back out.  Walking to my car I heard the 
haunting tune of Hallelujah, by Leonard Cohen. 
  
 I did my best, it wasn't much 
 I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 
 I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool you 
 And even though it all went wrong 
 I'll stand before the Lord of Song 
 With nothing on my tongue but Hallelujah 
 Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
 
I could not get the tune or the lyrics out of my 
head or my heart; it touched me and I took the 
last bills out of my wallet and walked over to 
the metal bucket and dropped them in, smiling 
my appreciation at the accordion player.   
 Hallelujah - the music spoke to my soul 
before it did to my head, and it moved me to 
feel the presence of the Holy standing there in 
the growing dusk of a winter evening, in the 
Kroger Spartan Square parking lot, before the 
Lord of Song.  I got it…. the essence of the 
season of Advent had been revealed.  Be alert, 
be watchful, be mindful, be prepared to see the 
manifestation of God in the ordinary.  And I 
had, so I hold that man and his family in my 
heart and prayers, knowing God is with them, 
and they have reflected the image of God to 
me. 
 May you unexpectedly see the Holy One 
this Advent,  SEB+ 
 

Virtual Worship Service 
 
St. James worship service at 10:00 am by 
Zoom, followed by coffee hour, each Sunday, 
is open to anyone who wishes to participate.  A 
complete bulletin with all text printed for the 
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service will be emailed to you prior to each 
Sunday, and the bulletin will be on the screen 
during our Zoom meeting.  The Zoom link with 
the meeting ID and pass code is: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82864676549?pwd=
MWJMeERPZ0lFMHFpNXhveFM0TTJ2Zz09 
 
Meeting ID: 828 6467 6549 
Passcode: 766452 
 

Weekly Tea & Coffee with the Rector 
 
Each week on Thursday from 3 pm to 5 pm, 
the Rector invites you to join her and others 
from the congregation for conversation, 
support, encouragement, and sharing of 
congregational news as well as prayer 
requests.  The zoom link is:   
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87373233229?pwd=
WnlucTgzZ0xtUWxkUUZpTnMwU3MzZz09  
Meeting ID: 873 7323 3229;   Passcode: 
329515 
 

2020 Annual Meeting 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be December 20th 
during our zoom coffee hour.  We will have the 
election of Vestry members, reports and the 
presentation of the proposed 2021 Budget.  
Plan to join by computer, tablet, or phone; the 
zoom link will be in the December 16th bulletin 
email.  The phone number to call in is: 
 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Meeting ID: 828 6467 
6549;  Passcode: 766452 
 
 

Sending financial contributions 
 for St. James 

 
   Thank you to all of you who have 
sent your financial contributions to St. 
James since March 15th, when we had our 
last service! 
 The Vestry encourages you to continue 
your regular contributions as you are able, 

realizing that some of you may be without 
income at this time, and if you are able to 
increase your contribution, that will be greatly 
appreciated.   
 Please send checks directly to: Ms.  
Avis Aheron 4525 Farmwood Drive, 
Roanoke, VA 24018; Avis is our Assistant 
Treasurer. 
 You may want to contact your Bank and 
set up an automatic bill pay from your account, 
mailed directly to St. James.  Or you can 
contribute online at our St. James webpage:  
https://stjames.dioswva.org, using the user-
friendly link; your contribution will be added to 
your statement of contributions to St. James.  If 
you these ways of contributing do not work for 
you, please contact Avis, (540) 580-9203. 
  

Kroger Bucks and Amazon Smile 
 
(1) Kroger. In order for your Kroger grocery 

purchases to be credited towards St. 
James fundraising efforts, you must re- 
register online with Kroger 
(www.kroger.com/communityrewards), 
each year.  You can go into your Kroger 
online account and check see if you need 
to re-enroll.  St. James ’exclusive 
community rewards organization number 
is VM990. If you need assistance with 
signing up, please contact Avis Aheron 
(avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580- 
9203). It will take just a few minutes to 
sign you up, and St. James will receive a 
check based on the percentage of sales, 
split among participating organizations. 

(2) AmazonSmile. If you do any online 
shopping through Amazon, St. James 
could be receiving a percentage of your 
purchases. Simply log on at 
www.smile.amazon.com, designate St. 
James as your charity of choice and let 
the shopping begin. If you have any 
questions about setting this up, please 
contact : Avis Aheron (540-580-9203).   
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Alternative Gift Giving 
 

Episcopal Relief and Development, 
http://www.er-d.org, is working around the 
world  to assist people affected by poverty, 
disease and disaster, accomplishing the Global 
Development Goals, including Gifts for Life. 

Heifer International, www.heifer.org, to 
honor family and friends, give a give of 
livestock and training to families in need that 
will help them lift themselves out of poverty. 

World Vision, www.worldvisiongifts.org, 
is a Christian humanitarian organization 
dedicated to working with children, families, 
and their communities worldwide to reach their 
full potential by tackling the causes of poverty 
and injustice. 

Five Talents International, 
www.fivetalents.org, empowering the poor by 
promoting innovative savings and microcredit 
programs, business training and spiritual 
development.  (projects in Sudan) 
Episcopal Relief and Development, 
http://www.er-d.org, is working around the 
world  to assist people affected by poverty, 
disease and disaster, accomplishing the 
Millennium Development Goals.  (projects in 
Sudan) 

Kiva, http://www.kiva.org, has a mission 
to connect people through lending for the sake 
of alleviating poverty.  Kiva is the world's first 
person-to-person micro-lending program 
empowering individuals to lend directly to 
unique entrepreneurs in the developing world. 
(projects in Sudan) 

SERRV, www.serrv.org, buying artisans’ 
work from people living in developing countries 
is an opportunity for you to have a direct 
impact on one of our global market’s great 
injustices: the inequality in income and quality 
of life.  Buy free trade gifts here. 

734 COFEE:  THE FACE OF SOUTH 
SUDAN, https://734coffee.com/.    734 is more 
than a number. It is a place of refuge. 7˚N 34˚E 
are the geographical coordinates for Gambela, 
a region in Ethiopia where over 200,000 
displaced South Sudanese citizens now live 
after fleeing war, atrocities, drought, and 

famine in South Sudan.  734 Coffee and 
Refugee Campus are about building a brighter 
future for the displaced mothers, fathers, sons, 
and daughters of Sudan. Our coffee is 
harvested by growers right in the Gambela 
region, and after it is brought to the 
US, proceeds go right back to scholarships and 
education programs for refugees of Sudan. 
 

Christmas Angel Opportunities 
 
Roanoke City Social Services has 28 Foster 
Care teenagers that are either in residential 
treatment or independent living programs, and 
they will have no family at Christmas. On their 
Christmas wish list are gift cards to the 
following stores;  Target, Walmart, Amazon, 
Best Buy, Game Stop, Footlocker, VISA.  If you 
can contribute a gift card, contact Katie Rucker 
at katierucker76@gmail.com, 540-793-2856.  
All gifts and donations are due by December 
14th. 
 
I currently work for TAP with a large case load 
of families. With Christmas coming, all of these 
families are in need for their children. I am 
hoping we as a community can step up and 
help these children. There are still 9 families 
with 28 children needing Angels this 
Christmas.  I am asking if members can 
sponsor a child. I will provide you with name, 
age, clothing size gender, plus some toy ideas. 
Cost limited to $50.00 for a coat, hat, gloves, 
one outfit, toy and a few stocking stuffers. The 
children are ages 2 to 14. Don't wish to shop - 
gift cards are an alternative. Contact Alicia 
Baxter, 540-915-7524. 
 

Sharing Warmth with our Neighbors 
 
Our winter clothes line has gone back up at the 
west end of our parking lot to provide warm 
hats, gloves and scarves for our neighbors who 
often walk through our parking lot on their way 
to Crossroads Mall.  They are very appreciative 
of this neighborly kindness, during the winter 
weather.  Drop off gently used or new hats, 
gloves and scarves for children and adults at 
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the Parish Office on Wednesdays.   
 
Small Bottled Waters   are needed for Round 
Hill Elementary school, our Greater Grandview 
neighborhood school.  There are about 70 
students and staff in the Round Hill building, 
and due to Covid19 safety precautions, none of 
the water fountains are available for use.  So, 
donations of small bottles of water are 
requested along with school supplies of 
pencils, lined notebook paper, glue sticks, 
crayons etc.  If you wish to donate to help our 
neighborhood school, items can be dropped off 
in the kitchen of St. James or Linda Bryant 
(776-6886) is willing to pick up the water at 
your house.   Each of the Churches in the 
Williamson Road Congregations in Action 
Churches (6 of us) are asked to donate 200 
bottles a week.  
 
 
Food Donations Needed:  Due to food 
insecurity that has increased during the Corona 
virus 19 pandemic, the Vestry approved a 
proposal to have a Little Free Pantry next to 
our library.  Donations to our pantry, of non-
perishable foods, personal care items and 
paper goods are welcomed; you can come 
at your convenience and stock the pantry.  
Any extra food will go in the shopping cart in 
the Narthex.  Our pantry is meant to help 
people supplement their groceries for a day or 
two; it is not intended to be their shopping 
market for the week.  So add a few items to the 
pantry and the rest to the St. James grocery 
card.  Questions or to schedule a food 
donation pick up - contact Linda Bryant, 776-
6886.  Thank you to Mary and Jim McGlothlin 
for building our Little Free Pantry. 
 

St. Nicholas Day Appeal 
 
A Message from Bishop Mark A. Bourlakas: As 
we enter into Advent, one of the holiest 
seasons of the Christian year, our diocese’s 
annual St. Nicholas Day Appeal is one 
significant way that we can adjust our focus to 
the mission that the Son of God ushers into our 

world. This year, gifts given to the St. 
Nicholas Day Appeal will go to Grace House 
on the Mountain for its ministries efforts to 
serve and support low income families in 
Appalachia. This past spring, Grace House 
had 115 applications for work project 
assistance. With most workgroups canceling 
due to the pandemic, numerous requests have 
gone unanswered. Please consider giving 
faithfully this year. Your donation will go to 
Grace House’s ongoing ministry. You may 
support this effort by either mailing a check 
(payable to Episcopal Diocese of SWVA) with 
“St. Nicholas Day Appeal” marked in the memo 
to PO Box 2279, Roanoke, VA 24009 or by 
donating online at www.dioswva.org. It is a 
charitable love for the neighbor that is honored 
in St. Nicholas, and this annual appeal allows 
us to share with others in this season of giving. 
 

Sacred Ground: An Exploration of  
Race and Faith 

 
Sacred Ground is a 10-session 
transformational conversation about race, 
being offered to clergy and lay members of the 
Diocese of Southwestern Virginia.  The Sacred 
Ground series is part of the Becoming Beloved 
Community initiative of The Episcopal Church; 
a long-term commitment to racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, 
our ministries, and our society. 

• Who: All who are interested in exploring 
issues of race through the lens of faith. 

• What: Each session in the 10-part 
dialogue series is built around a 
powerful online curriculum of 
documentary films and readings. 
Anticipate preparatory work for each 
session.  

• When: Weekly on Monday Evenings, 
January 11 – March 15, 2021, 7:00-
8:30pm 

• Where: Online Zoom Meetings 

o To Register: Complete the 
Registration Form (located online 
at 



St. James Connection                                          December  2020                                                                6 

 

https://forms.gle/QXkzwqeVAT5H
9rEW6) 

o (Space is limited.  Registration 
will close on December 30, 2020 
or when course is full.) 

Questions? Contact Jenny Fife, Coordinator 
at 540-797-8174 or 
SacredGroundRoanoke@gmail.com 
 
 

 
St. James Cycle of Prayer 

 
In December, we give thanks for those who 
participate in our music ministries.  We ask 
your prayers for the Choir Director/Organist, 
and the members of the Adult Choir.  May 
their talents continue to be rendered to the 
glory of God and their music continue to 
enhance our worship services. 
 

 
 
 
NEWS FROM BOYS HOME OF VIRGINIA . . . 
 
A Note from Chaplain Anne Grizzle:  This 
fall, the focus of Boys Home chapel sessions 
has been parables.  Each week, one of the 
cottages chooses a parable and reads it and 
acts it out.  Then several students give 
examples from their own lives to illustrate the 
parable.  Sams cottage led off with a 
wonderfully prepared version of the parable of 
the mustard seed.  Everyone learned that just 
a small seed of faith can grow into a great tree 
or have a great effect in one’s life.  
Houseparent John Murray showed what an 
actor and preacher he could be as he led 
Whitehead in a rendition of the prodigal son.  
Illustrations were shared of times when people 
had been either the prodigal or elder son in 
their own lives.  Darling cottage brought some 
laughs when they acted out the parable of the 
lost sheep as a “baaa” came from a bush 
where the “lost” sheep was hiding.  During 

discipleship, many people realized there were 
times they had been lost in some way, and 
God had showed up to care for them.  
Everyone looks forward to seeing what 
creativity will come forth as the next three 
cottages offer a parable for chapel. 
 
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS. . . 
 
December    4 Cason Robert Nichols  
December    7 Maddelena Shepherd 
December    8  Elizabeth Witz 
December    9 Kevin Shepherd 
December  10 Holly Turner 
December  11 Beth Bird Rock 
December  12 Daniel Malick 
December  13 Betsy Briggs 
December  13 Phil Hobrla 
December  14  Susan Tolliver 
December 19 Sherry Powell 
December  24 Thomas Rucker 
December  24 Mimi Copenhaver 
December  25 Sharon Miller 
December  25 Alayna Michaela Miller 
December  31 Ray Kasey 
 
 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES. . . 
 

December    6 Lynn & Bobby Wright 
December    6  Kim & Dave LaPrade 
 
 
NOTES OF THANKS. . .  
 
"I would like to thank my St James family and 
friends for all of your kind thoughts and expressions 
of sympathy at the passing of both of my parents, 
Elizabeth Dudley and Jesse Fainter. Your support 
and prayers have meant so much to me and my 
sister during this difficult time" 
 
Danny 
 
 
 



The 2020 Christmas Poinsettias are given  
To the Glory of God by~  

  

White poinsettias were given by: 
 

Gail Fields in loving memory of Deena Marie Shepherd. 

 

Lynn Wright in thanksgiving and love for Bob Wright, Rachelle, Brian, and Spencer 

Smith. 

  

Red poinsettias were given by: 
 

Maile S. Armstrong in loving memory of The Rev. Robert and Jane A. Sheeran. 

 

Susan E. Bentley in thanksgiving for All the Saints of James, and the St. James Staff:  

Connie Bierly, Andy Cochran, and Father Bob Copenhaver. 

 

Andy Cochran in loving memory of John and Mable Cochran. 

 

Andy Cochran in honor of the St. James Choir. 

 

Gail Fields in thanksgiving for Kevin and Maddelena Shepherd. 

 

Katie Rucker in loving memory of Glenda Kiser Kennedy. 

 

Art Tatman in loving memory of Eddie and Alma Tatman. 

 

Art Tatman in loving memory of Ida Alsip. 

 

 

 

The 2020 Gifts for the St. James Endowment Fund were given to the  

Glory of God by: 

 

Linda Bryant in loving memory of Cathie Cook. 

 

 

The 2020 Gifts for the St. James Building Fund were given to the  

Glory of God by: 

 
 

Todd Killinger in loving memory of Joan Blakemore. 

 

Todd Killinger in thanksgiving for Lonnie Bower. 

 

 



ZOOM SERVER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2020 
 
Dec 6   
10 AM  Lector 1    Chuck Cohen  

Lector 2    Jen Fitzpatrick 
Lector 3    Tim Buchholtz      
Prayers 1   Cathy Cohen   
Prayers 2        Jessica Price 

 
Dec 13   
10 AM  Lector 1    Art Tatman  

Lector 2    Chris Criscione 
Lector 3    Maile Armstrong     
Prayers 1   Avis Aheron   
Prayers 2        Jackie Leonard  

 
Dec 20 
10 AM  Lector 1    Taylore Price 

Lector 2    Betsy Briggs  
Lector 3    Michael Bentley     
Prayers 1   Donna Frost  
Prayers 2        JoAnn Criscione         

 
Dec 24   Christmas Eve 
8PM     Lector 1    Carla Spencer  

Lector 2    Tim Buchholtz  
Lector 3    Lynn Wright     
Prayers 1   Maile Armstrong   

               Prayers 2        Chris Criscione 
 
 
Dec 27 
10 AM  Lector 1    Abby Price  

Lector 2    Chuck Cohen  
Lector 3    Jessica Price     
Prayers 1   Cathy Cohen   

               Prayers 2        Betsy Briggs 
                              

           
Jan 3   
10 AM  Lector 1    Avis Aheron 

Lector 2    Jackie Leonard  
Lector 3    Art Tatman     
Prayers 1   JoAnn Criscione  
Prayers 2        Jen Fitzpatrick               

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 


