
Bertie County

Pronounced burr-TEE, Bertie County is named for the Lords Proprietors Henry and James Bertie.  
Bertie County is one of the largest counties in the state of North Carolina. With over 740 square 
miles of land, this expansive county has water on three sides.  Bordered by the Roanoke River, 
Chowan River, and the Albemarle Sound, Bertie has some of the best fishing in the state. The 
county is also home to the Cashie River (CASH-eye), which begins and ends inside the county 
borders.  The Sans Souci Ferry, which crosses the Cashie River, is a two-car ferry, that is one of 
only three remaining inland cable ferries in North Carolina.  A land purchase in 2019 of 147 acres 
created the first public-beach access to recreational waters for county residents.  The Bertie Beach 
neighbors the land that where archaeologists have found English artifacts circa the late 1500s and 
is believed to be an area where members of the Lost Colony established residence with Native 
Americans.  

The backbone of Bertie’s economy is agriculture, and the soil is perfect for growing peanuts; which 
makes the county one of the largest peanut producers in the state.  The vast area of croplands 
and woodlands have hunters travelling from across the country to get a trophy buck. The County 
has eight incorporated townships which include Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewis-
ton-Woodville, Powellsville, Roxobel and the County Seat of Windsor.  The county is the birth-
place of former North Carolina Governor (1808-1810), David Stone, who made his home at Hope 
Plantation before moving to Wake County.   Hope Plantation has been open to the public since 
1965 to provide illustrations of the lives of Eastern North Carolina residents, including interpre-
tations of the lives of enslaved persons during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Churches of 
various denominations are present, including one of the oldest Baptist Churches in the state of 
North Carolina; which is Sandy Run Baptist Church in Roxobel (1772). 

One of the challenges faced by county residents is limited employment opportunities within the 
county, and many residents drive to neighboring counties for employment.
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Perdue Farms, Inc. and Avoca, LLC are two large plants in the county that provide jobs to area 
residents and beyond.  Bertie is home of the Spooktacular 5k, the Aulander Peanut Festival, the 
Roxobel Ag Festival and several other wonderful community events.  Professional Basketball play-
er Kent Bazemore, who played for the NBA team the Sacramento Kings, is from Kelford.  The 
county has a demographic makeup of over 19,000 people that is comprised of over 60% African 
American, over 30% White, and the remaining number made up of various other races such as Pa-
cific Islander, Asian, and Hispanic.  Bertie County is an economically deprived, food desert.  The 
median household income is $33,143 and most residents drive over twenty miles for fresh fruits, 
vegetables, and meats.  

The Coronavirus pandemic closed the public schools for preK - 12th grade students and forced 
many area workers to stay at home.  Mom and pop businesses like beauty shops, barber shops, 
florists, and restaurants suffered because of closures from the pandemic.  The county is building 
a new public library and Agricultural Cooperative Extension Center complex in Windsor, which 
will open in 2021.  We are a diverse county with a strong heritage that continues to adapt and grow 
as the world around us changes. 
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