
Currituck County

Currituck, Native American for “land of the wild goose,” has been a passageway and a destination 
for travelers and tourists of many species for hundreds, well, thousands of years. Located in the 
far northeastern corner of North Carolina, almost equidistant between Jamestown, Va. and Roa-
noke Island, NC, Currituck County is home to some of the oldest Atlantic Ocean ports, municipal 
buildings and schools in North America.

Our county is divided into three parts by Currituck Sound and its bays. Thousands of acres in 
Knotts Island, a close neighbor of Virginia Beach, and on the mainland next to Camden County 
are marshes, swamps and pocosins that serve as wildlife sanctuaries providing homes and rest 
stops for countless birds, both native and transient, as well as myriad other wildlife. Thousands of 
tourists drive south on the Caratoke Highway past large farms and farm markets through main-
land Currituck to get to Dare County and to the northernmost strand of the Outer Banks, home 
to Corolla and Corova, part of Currituck County. Corolla is home to the northernmost lighthouse 
on the Outer Banks. The Currituck-to-Knotts Island ferry carries day travelers and a school bus 
mornings and evenings to give Knotts Island students access to middle and high school on the 
mainland.

Currituck County was established in 1668 as part of Albemarle County. It was then, and is now, a 
mecca for sports fishermen, waterfowl hunters, tourists, wildlife lovers and conservationists. The 
organization that became Ducks Unlimited began in Currituck County under the co-sponsorship 
of J. P. Knapp, a New York philanthropist and publisher of Colliers Magazine. Mr. Knapp built a 
home on Knotts Island and contributed financial support to schools and farmers’ organizations 
locally and statewide. He provided the seed money to build a home for the N. C. Institute of Gov-
ernment in Chapel Hill.

Currituck “locals” enjoy watching the boat traffic as the seasons change. 
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The Intracoastal Waterway runs through Currituck Sound from the Hampton Roads area and cuts 
through the mainland via the southern end of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal at Coinjock. 
In the spring, the Coinjock Marina’s docks are lined with yachts large and not-as-large headed 
north for the summer. In the fall, until around Thanksgiving, the traffic is reversed, those same 
boats heading south for the winter. Commercial traffic on the Waterway knows no season. It is not 
uncommon for people fishing at the Veterans’ Memorial Park in Coinjock to watch an enormous 
barge of scrap metal being pushed by a tugboat through the intracoastal canal headed for a recy-
cling foundry farther down the coast.

Most of the population of 27,000 are middle and low income and are scattered in community 
“pockets” among sprawling farms. The food pantries, blessing boxes and similar ministries are 
constantly in need, especially now during the COVID-19 crisis. The well-traveled four-laned Car-
atoke Highway provides a microcosm for the mixed blessings of the modern United States: The 
rich rural landscape, the farm markets, the exceptional restaurants – even a world-class vineyard 
– all leading to the natural beauty of the 0uter Banks, create attractions that have caused an explo-
sion of development in Moyock, the northernmost town in the county. The influx of the families 
moving into northern Currituck, most of whom will commute to Hampton Roads for work, is 
likely to stress the schools, highways and other parts of the infrastructure, challenging even the 
lucrative tax revenue from the pricey beach houses and businesses on the Outer Banks.

The conventional “points of interest” links I found did not reference one of the most remarkable 
landmarks in Currituck County. The historic Colored School at Jarvisburg is the oldest school 
for African Americans in North Carolina, perhaps in North America. The graveyard behind that 
shrine is the final resting place for one of many little-known African American heroes, Captain 
Benjamin J. Bowser, one of the leaders of the legendary all-black Pea Island Lifesaving Station, a 
unit of what would become the U S Coast Guard.

3 Things to Know About Historic Jarvisburg Colored School: https://www.visitcurrituck.com/
blog/3-things-to-know-about-historic-jarvisburg-colored-school/

Things to Do in Currituck: https://www.currituck.com/things-to-do.html
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