
Gates County

The Chairman of Gates County’s Chamber of Commerce, recently said while speaking of Gates 
County “ we are not in the middle of nowhere, we’re in the middle of everywhere”. What an epiph-
any! Whenever county residents travel throughout the state of NC, we often have to describe 
where we live in relation to what we are near…Edenton, Elizabeth City, Franklin and Suffolk, VA. 
Lately, I’ve noticed young professionals from Gates County on Facebook laughing as they com-
pared stories about when they went off to college or work how they described where they grew 
up. Who they were speaking to determined what their answer might be. We are one of the few 
counties where people actually say they are from Gates County, not a city or town name! That be-
ing said, this exemplifies how the folks in Gates County regard their home county, one for all and 
all for one! The county seat is Gatesville with the other main town being Sunbury (both of which 
have an Episcopal Church, St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s) with various other townships and smaller 
crossroads populated by both traditional and new homes, country churches, farmland, woodland 
and swamps.

The main attraction for tourists is Merchants Millpond State Park, known for its beautiful, mas-
sive bald cypress trees with “knees” showing just above the water with rustic hiking, canoeing and 
camping available. A modern visitor center offers information about the Millpond history with 
several museum-quality exhibits. A small gift shop operated by Friends of the Millpond help fund 
educational programs throughout the year.

Gates County was the home of NC Secretary of State, Thad Eure, known across the state for his 
hard work, friendly spirit and bow ties! A historic road sign was installed in 2019 to recognize 
him for his many years of service (1936-1989). The Gates County Historical Society has been vital 
in preserving the history of Gates County. Edith Seiling (age 101 at the time of this writing) was 
the driving force to create and continue the Historical Society. Studio 32, our local art gallery and 
gift shop, recognized Mrs. Seiling in February 2019 for her contributions to the arts (including 
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painting on glass) and was featured on NC Weekend on UNC-TV along with Studio 32 and their 
50 local and regional artists, including her daughter and granddaughter!

For those interested in the early history of Gates County, two prominent names are Col John 
Alston and William Hunter. They were immigrants from England and received land as repayment 
for helping others in getting to the British Colony. They settled in the Bennetts Creek area of the 
county and were instrumental in early colonial life and politics of the NC colony. The statue of 
Horatio Gates, located in Gatesville, remains a controversy, and with a newly formed committee 
to study its relevance and appropriateness, soon we will know its fate. Another bit of local trivia is 
that the Sunbury Ruritan Club was the first chartered Ruritan Club in NC. That was in 1935 and 
they are still going strong helping our community. 

Throughout the years, Gates County has been proud of their educational system (see Gates Coun-
ty Schools). Although small compared to many, we have produced many talented students in 
the fields of education, medical including many pharmacists, leaders in the non-profit world, the 
ministry, TV news, and print journalists, to name a few! The school system has been creative and 
progressive in finding ways to accommodate students living in a rural areas and helping them to 
be successful in an ever-changing world. Our educators are top-notch and go the extra mile!

We are a food desert with only one small grocery store and a few dollar stores over our 346 square 
mile county and very few restaurants. Transportation and health care continue to be problematic 
yet local governments always working to improve. 

The coronavirus pandemic brought about 3 impactful events for our county. The first, Farm Chicks 
Honor Farm Stand, opened in March with a multitude of fresh vegetables. Their intentions were 
to help senior citizens in our community have a contact-less outdoor space to buy healthy food. 
They have remained open seven days per week! It has been a lifesaver for many in our community. 
The second event was the first ever protest for Black Lives Matter held side by side with our Sher-
iff ’s Dept. and organized by 2 former African-American students. Attendance was all ages and all 
races coming together, in masks, to support peace and justice. The third, signs of love (hearts) and 
positive messages have been posted by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, not only in Gates County, but 
in three other counties to spread love and hope during this challenging time. As I said earlier, all 
for one, and one for all in Gates County!
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