
Hertford County

In the 16th century, European settlers came and lived among the Native American people. The 
Tuscarora, Chowanoac, and Meherrin all lived in the region which became Hertford County. 
The Meherrin, although original inhabitants of southern Virginia, moved to settlements near the 
Chowan River in the 1730s. Today, the Meherrin Tribe of Hertford County is recognized by the 
State. Originally known as the Parish of Saint Barnabas, in 1759, land was taken from nearby Ber-
tie, Northampton, and Chowan Counties to form the new County of Hertford. 

The European settlers readily recognized this area as a suitable place for farming and agriculture is 
still the basis of Hertford County’s economy, with tobacco, cotton, peanuts, corn, and soybeans as 
the staples. For years, the annual herring migration in the Chowan River provided a robust fishing 
industry until it shut down due to overfishing.

Winton was established as the county seat in 1766. As a port city, the Chowan River provided ac-
cess to East Coast ports such as Norfolk, Virginia, transporting people and goods from Hertford 
county around the world. During the Civil War, the town of Winton was attacked and burned by 
Union forces in February 1862. 

Calvin Scott (C.S.) Brown, pastor of Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, served as principal at Chow-
an Academy (later Waters Institute; even later CS Brown School), an all-black school founded in 
1885. The Academy served African-Americans and grew into a boarding school serving students 
outside the region. Brown served as teacher and principal until his death in 1936. The well-regard-
ed school remained open until Hertford County integrated its schools. 

Katie Hart started the first public library in 1931. Ms. Hart started a bookmobile before she also 
opened the HC Negro Library in Winton in 1941. In spite of segregation and being opened to Af-
rican-Americans, both the Bookmobile and the library were open to patrons of any race.
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In the early 1970’s, Dr. Dudley Flood, a Winton native, served as Assistant Superintendent for 
Public Instruction in NC as an innovative educator who oversaw desegregation in the state and 
continued to shape school curricula for many years. In 2019, the Dr. Dudley Flood Center for Ed-
ucational Equity and Opportunity was established by the Public School Forum of North Carolina. 

Other notable figures include John H. Wheeler, from Murfreesboro, who was appointed by Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson, as president of the U.S. Mint in Charlotte. In the 1860’s Richard J. Gatling, 
invented the Gatling machine gun. Dr. Walter Reed, who studied tropical diseases for the Army, 
lived in Hertford County as a young man. In 1912, Robert Lee Vann, became the editor of the 
Pittsburgh Courier, the most widely circulated African American newspaper in the country.

With a median family income of just $32,000 per year, endemic poverty is a legacy in our area. 
The loss of agricultural employment, a poorly educated, aging populace and the inability to bring 
in industry are the main challenges. Many people are hourly employees working part-time jobs in 
an effort to get by. 

The pandemic has not caused severe economic disruption here as many already receive govern-
ment assistance in some form to survive and employment has remained steady.  We have, however, 
suffered our share of death and disease but have recently seen declines in our rate of infection as 
mask wearing and social distancing have been practiced.
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