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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As if COVID-19 was not enough, we have now watched and waited as Isaias has passed across the counties of eastern 
North Carolina, with winds causing death, injury and destruction in Bertie County and winds and waters damaging 
personal and public property in many of our coastal communities. Some struggle to clean up the mess. Others give 
thanks that the storm passed them by, this time at least. 
 

We who are the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of East Carolina have survived many hurricanes and I know that we will 
come together once more to rebuild the human communities in which we live. But COVID-19 is a storm of another kind, 
one that challenges our identity as communities of faith. Everything changed for our congregations when public worship 
was suspended on March 13. And while that suspension was lifted on May 13, we have witnessed little difference since 
then, as our guidelines limit us to no more than ten persons for indoor gatherings and require us to keep physical 
distance, use face masks and keep other preventative practices when we gather outdoors. Even if our Governor relaxes 
restrictions on mass gatherings in the coming week, and we can worship indoors in groups of more than ten, most of us 
will likely experience little change to our current practices. Between now and early September, our clergy and 
churchwardens will engage with other Diocesan leadership in a review of our guidelines for worship, with revised 
standards to be published for use beginning the week of September 14. 
 

For a moment, let’s reflect on what our Church has learned in these last five months. Many of us have improved our 
skills in offering online worship. Our capacity for collaboration has been strengthened with the sharing of online 
resources for such things as worship and Vacation Bible School across congregational, diocesan and national boundaries. 
Many of us have gained a renewed appreciation for the daily offices as a spiritual discipline. Formation resources for 
young and old have been retooled for use in our homes. Creative options, including online coffee hours and the placing 
of hearts at people’s homes, have allowed us to connect even when we cannot embrace. Many of us have become more 
sensitive to the inequities built into the structures of our society, inequities that leave vulnerable persons without access 
to decent options for health care, education or other resources that some of us take for granted. 
 

This past Sunday’s collect asks God to “cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety 
without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness.” As we take the next steps on this journey of faith, let 
us remember and trust that God will provide enough for us all. At every step, let us look beyond ourselves and pray that 
God will equip us to be the Church that the world needs in the midst of the storms that we face at this time, and not 
only a pale imitation of our former selves.  
 

I am writing to you from a tiny house in the mountains of Tennessee, where I am keeping a month of sabbatical time. 
Please know that you are not far from my heart or my prayers, and that I can be home in a day’s drive if I must. In the 
meantime, I trust you to one another’s care, to the care of our Diocesan House staff, and most certainly to God’s care. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 


