Statement from the Province IV Bishops of The Episcopal Church

We, the Bishops of The Episcopal Church in Province 1V, lead dioceses most of which were
historically part of the states of the old Confederacy. As bishops in this region, we are well
aware of the historic persistence of racism toward our black sisters and brothers. While such
racism is not confined to our southern geography, its history with “Jim Crow” under its various
guises over the years reminds us of the profound work left undone by our continued failure to
fully address the sins of racism and white supremacy in our country.

Recent events are a shocking reminder of what we have left undone. The white vigilante
murder of Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia; the unwarranted killing by police of Breonna
Taylor in Louisville, Kentucky while she was sleeping in her own bed; and now the murder of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota also at the hands of police, scream out to us of our
work left undone. Sadly, these racist murders are by no means the only ones, and they were
not committed simply by a few bad actors. What we are seeing is the work of a conscious and
unconscious system designed to deny dignity and safety to some of God’s children.

The demonstrations across our country indicate that people have had enough. We believe all
people of good will and love of neighbor should insist that this behavior by police and white
vigilantes end now. Their actions tarnish the reputations of the many wonderful women and
men who serve as police officers. We need national leadership who will work to make the
changes necessary in our justice system, so such brutality becomes a thing of the past.

We call on all in civil authority to step back from military-style responses to these
demonstrations because they only serve to escalate tensions even further. What will reduce
those tensions is a commitment by our elected leaders to lasting, tangible changes in law
enforcement methods and in the laws governing them. We also invite our clergy and
parishioners to recommit themselves to live into the Beloved Community, as Dr. King
articulated it. We believe that this is what justice and mercy require as they are reflected in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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