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Come, Holy Spirit Come.  Come as the fire and burn.   
Come as the wind and cleanse. Come as the light and reveal. Convict, Convert, Consecrate 
until we are wholly yours. 

On this major feast day of the Church, this Pentecost Sunday, we must ponder and 
pray for the Holy Spirit’s deep and mysterious power to bring new life and energy into our 
human living.  Fifty days after the Resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit of the living God 
rushes into the lives of uncertain and fearful people and transforms them into something 
new; a missionary team for the forward journey of the Gospel. They are now to be people 
who preach the good news of God’s love and mercy in Jesus in the face of human 
selfishness and hatred. 

Throughout the Church’s life, the Holy Spirit continually sustains and presses the 
Church forward for the healing and peace of the world.   

In every season of the Church’s mission the Holy Spirit desires to take our 
collective pasts and breathe new life into them for the love of Christ and for the love of all 
of God’s children.   

On this morning, in this year, with hundreds of thousands of people dead from the 
coronavirus and days of angry protest following the murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, we the people of God, must fervently desire and pray deeply for the Holy 
Spirit to burn into the hearts our individual lives, the lives of our faith communities, and 
the common life we share as citizens of this country.  

We sorely need the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and strength to confront the persistent and 
pernicious sin of systemic racism throughout this land.  

Come, Holy Spirit, come as the fire and burn. 

In this time of great disruption and loss, we need Her grace to heal our blindness 
and our growing divisions.  

We cannot get there on our own. For sure, people of faith and goodwill will need 
to join together in bold new ways to forward, but we are going need the guidance of Holy 
Spirit. Only the rush of Her renewing breath will be able to heal the congestion that is 
poisoning the lungs of our common life. We mightily need the ventilation of God’s Holy 
Spirit to lift us beyond our current anxiety, panic, political dysfunction and menacing racial 
division. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come as wind and cleanse. 
Under normal circumstances, the Day of Pentecost is a day of celebration when we 

raise up and bless new disciples through baptism and confirmation. This year, we will be 
without those outward and visible signs of God’s grace in our lives.  

Without the sights and sounds of water, candles, babies in baptismal gowns and 
confirmands dressed up to affirm their new lives in Christ there is a deficit to this day. 

Normally on the Feast of Pentecost, as on Easter Day, we renew the promises of 
our baptismal covenant. Even though we are not physically together on this holy day, we 
can still meditate and renew our commitments to those promises of our discipleship. 

In this moment, we must focus intently, and specifically on two of those promises if 
we are to represent the way of love to the pain and suffering that is all around us.  
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The first is our promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors 
as we do ourselves. I spoke about neighbor relations a couple of Sundays ago. As we begin 
to regather in common spaces in our cities and towns, we must do so with caution and 
care.  

Wearing our masks, keeping our distance, and practicing patience towards others, 
is the way that we love God and our neighbors. 

The other promise, for this time, is our commitment to strive for justice and peace 
among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being. Striving for justice is not a 
passive waiting around in the hope that justice will just magically appear. The horror of 
George Floyd’s and Ahmaud Arbery’s murders and the protests that are now shaking the 
streets of American cities are evidence that justice will not arrive while people of faith and 
goodwill sit on the sidelines.  

And as we strive for justice, we also pray for peace; a peace that seeks harmony. If 
we are to respect and honor that every human being has a dignity bestowed on them by 
their creator then no one can be violated, discounted, or pushed to margins.  

Let us be clear, the gross inequalities in our society that demean and sacrifice too 
many for the well-being and profit of the few is sin and we, as Christians, must never rest 
from confronting through our words and our examples.  

We won’t be able to usher in this justice and peace by ourselves. We will need 
each other and we will need the prayed for power of the Holy Spirit. This is why after each 
promise of the baptismal covenant, we promise, “I will with God’s help.” Only in Jesus’ 
name under the mercy and grace of the Holy Spirit do we have any hope of prevailing 
against the principalities of human indifference, greed, and violence.  

Come, Holy Spirit, come as the light and reveal. 
 “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house.” 
 
As the Holy Spirit rushes in and fills the house, She lifts up, strengthens, and inspires 
disciples for the Gospel’s ministry of love and reconciliation.  We need to pray always for 
this rushing inspiration.   

Through the Holy Spirit our consciousness rises to draw us into life-giving 
relationship with others.  Without Her presence we selfishly pursue and satisfy our own 
needs and in the process we deny and we destroy others. 

The Holy Spirit is the sanctifying presence that lifts our hearts and minds for Gospel 
discipleship in Christ Jesus.  Every prayer we offer implies that we desire the indwelling of 
God in our lives.   

 
On this Day of Pentecost we pray for the Holy Spirit to correct our vision so that 

we might keep our eyes focused, more and more, on Jesus and love others just as surely as 
he loves each one of us.   

Come, Holy Spirit Come.  Come as the fire and burn.  Come as the wind and 
cleanse. Come as the light and reveal. Convict, Convert, Consecrate until we are wholly 
yours. 

Amen  


