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Words of Welcome 
   With images of people and places from across the Diocese 
 
 
Prelude    “Christ lag in todesbanden” (J.S. Bach) Andrew Scanlon 
 
 
 
 
Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Rob & Sandy Skirving  
Response  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
Response  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People together, 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

 
 
Christ our Passover      Pascha nostrum Ashley Simpson 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Together 

Alleluia.  
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 
 

 
Then follows 
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17    Leslie Roraback 
 
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
      because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
      I came to grief and sorrow. 



3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 
      "O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 
10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
      for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
      and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
      in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
      is the death of his servants. 
14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
      I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
      you have freed me from my bonds. 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
      and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
      in the presence of all his people, 
17 In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 
      in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
      Hallelujah! 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Lessons 
 
First Lesson  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Lucy Trejo 
 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of Israel 
know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls 
to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
Response  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Music     “My Peace”  Kia Walker 
 
 
Second Lesson  1 Peter 1:17-23  Whit Stroud 
 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 



 
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
Response  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Music     “Forever”  Melody & Lydia Perdue 
 
 
Third Lesson  Luke 24:13-35  Janet Rodman 
 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He 
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over 
to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our 
group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures.  
 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 
he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
Response  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows Rob & Sandy Skirving 
 
Bishop  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Response  I do. 
 
Bishop  Do you believe in God the Father? 
Response  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 



Response  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
             and born of the Virgin Mary. 
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
             was crucified, died, and was buried. 
       He descended to the dead. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
       He ascended into heaven, 
             and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Bishop  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Response  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. 
 
Bishop  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship,  

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  
Response  I will, with God's help. 
 
Bishop  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
Response  I will, with God's help. 
 
Bishop  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
Response  I will, with God's help. 
 
Bishop  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
Response  I will, with God's help. 
 
Bishop  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  

and respect the dignity of every human being? 
Response  I will, with God's help. 
 
The Bishop concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his 
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

The Prayers     Michelle & Jonathan Bullock & daughters 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
Response  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Officiant  Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
Response  And grant us your salvation.  
Officiant   Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
Response  Let your people sing with joy.  
Officiant   Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
Response  For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant   Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
Response  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
Officiant   Let your way be known upon earth;  
Response  Your saving health among all nations.  
Officiant   Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
Response  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
Officiant   Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
Response  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
 
The following Collects are offered 
 
Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter Lindsey Harts 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
A Collect for Sundays    Fred Clarkson 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 
Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 
favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
A Collect for Peace     Greg Smith 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Sermon     Rob Skirving 
 
 
Music     “King of Kings  St. John’s Band 
 
 

A Litany for Easter    Griffin Johnson, Bryson Perry, Daniel Sharp & Betsy Shepherd 
 
At the end of each petition, the intercessor will say 
  Let us pray to the Lord. 
Response  Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom    Mollie Roberts 
 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 



together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! Rob & Sandy Skirving 
Response  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.     

Ephesians 3:20,21 
 
 

Postlude  -  “Meditation” from “An Easter Suite” (Charles Callahan) Andrew Scanlon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Credits 
 
Today’s liturgy follows the pattern of “Morning Prayer – Rite Two” from the Book of Common Prayer (1979) 
 
A Litany for Easter is built from a similar litany found on page 122 of The Book of Alternative Services of the 
Anglican Church of Canada 
 
Collect of the Day, Psalm and Readings are those assigned for use on the Third Sunday of Easter, Year A 
 
 
 

Words of Thanks 
 
To all who offered spoken elements of our worship today: 
 -The Rev’d Michelle & Jonathan Bullock and daughters St. Peter’s by the Sea, Swansboro 

-The Rev’d Frederick Clarkson Spanish Language Ministry Coordinator 
 -Griffin Johnson   St. James, Belhaven 
 -Lindsey Harts    Communications Coordinator, Diocesan House 
 -Bryson Perry    St. Paul’s, Edenton 
 -The Rev’d Canon Mollie Roberts Canon for Diocesan Life & Leadership, Diocesan House 
 -Archdeacon Janet Sueiro Rodman Archdeacon of the Diocese 
 -Leslie Roraback   St. Paul’s in the Pines, Fayetteville 
 -Daniel Sharp    St. Stephen’s, Goldsboro 
 -Betsy Shepherd   St. John’s, Fayetteville 
 -Ashley Simpson   Christ Church, New Bern 
 -Bishop Rob & Sandy Skirving 
 -Gregory Smith   St. Andrew’s, Goldsboro  
 -Whit Stroud    St. Peter’s, Washington 
 -Lucy Trejo    St. Peter’s, Washington 
 
To our musicians: 
 -Andrew Scanlon   St. Paul’s, Greenville 
  “Christ lag in todesbanden”  -  J.S. Bach 
  “Meditation” from “An Easter Suite”  -  Charles Callahan 
 
 -Kia Walker    -St. Paul’s Greenville 
  “My Peace”  -  Maranatha! Music 
 
 -Melody & Lydia Perdue  St. Peter’s By The Sea, Swansboro 
  “Forever”  -Brian Johnson, Christa Black Gifford, Gabriel Wilson,  
   Jenn Johnson, Joel Taylor & Kari Jobe Carnes (Bethel Music 2014) 
 
 -St. John’s Band   St. John’s, Wilmington 
  Members - Sean Ericson, Denice Hopper, Tucker Johnson, Vanessa Mallard,  
   Tim Meyer & Gary Steele 
  “King of Kings”  -  Brooke Ligertwood, Scott Ligertwood & Jason Ingram  
   (Hillsong Music Publishing, 2018) 
 
 

Our thanks to all who have contributed elements of this liturgy,  
and especially to Lindsey Harts who wove the various elements into a single whole! 
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