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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  
A member of the clergy is always on 
call. If you need assistance from a 
priest outside office hours, the number 
to call In Case of an Emergency Only is  
256-533-7007. All other calls including 
church or building and grounds issues 
should be directed to the main phone 
256-533-2455. Leave a message for a 
priest to respond. 
 

 

The STEEPLE is published monthly. 
To submit events or articles email: 
vhinton@nativity-hsv.org 
The deadline for the next issue is 
Friday, January 27, 2020. 
 
 

 

God’s family at the historic Church of the Nativity is joyfully and energetically committed to 
sharing Christ’s love and healing by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel through worship 
and service to the world.  

        

Several of the gifts collected by parishioners 

for the FOCAL program. 
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Keep us in the know! 

Do you have a change of address, email, 
phone or perhaps major life event?  

Contact Emily Rodgers 256-533-2455 
ext.204 or erodgers@nativity-hsv.org. 

On the cover... 

Our new logo! Read A New Vision 
on page 3 for more details. T-shirts, 
tote bags, coffee mugs and stickers 
featuring our new logo are available 
for purchase in the Ridley vestibule.   
 

Send your pictures from Nativity activities 
and events to: vhinton@nativity-hsv.org. 

The beautiful arrangement done by the Flower 

Guild for Christmas Eve.  

Preparing for the pageant. 

mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Steeple%20connect
mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
mailto:vhinton@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Photos%20for%20Steeple
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By Michael Goldsmith 

Thank you to everyone who attended the parish meeting. It was wonderful to see     

so many members of our parish family there as we did the important work of the 

church, and discussed our vision for the future of Nativity, including our new 

logo. I hope you all love our new Nativity logo as much as I do.  I wanted to give 

you a few words of explanation about it.  The central feature is the manger 

as represented by the X holding the infant Jesus.  Above the manger is the 

budded cross which adorns Nativity’s steeple.  Both the cross and the manger are framed by a quatrefoil; one 

of the main architectural features of our stain glass windows and which can be found throughout our 

sanctuary.  The phrase “where faith holds wide the door” is from the Christmas Hymn “O, Little Town of 

Bethlehem.”  It is both a wonderful statement of who we are called to be as the Church, and it is also a 

reflection of our 2020 VISION process.  In that process you identified your desire to make this church a 

place where all of God’s people are welcomed and loved.  Our new logo represents our new vision for 

Nativity.  As we look with great hope and excitement towards the joyful future God has offered to us, I pray 

our new logo will serve to remind us all of God’s love; a love gifted to us as in the form of a beloved child 

placed gently in a manger.       

If you were unable to make the meeting or would like to know more about what was discussed, please visit 

our website, or refer to the New Vision Video.  

 

STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION 
By Mary Johnson 

The field trip to where our garbage goes, the Covanta Waste to Energy facility, was most interesting and also 

strangely comforting.  We are so lucky to live where one of these plants exists.  There are only a few like it in 

the country.  The main reason we have it is because we have the Redstone Arsenal here.  The arsenal heats 

and cools most of its buildings with steam.  Our city garbage facility burns the garbage from our green bins 

and pipes the resulting steam to heat and cool the Arsenal buildings.  690 tons of waste a day supplies the 

energy for the arsenal!  One ton of garbage is the energy equivalent of a 142 gallon drum of oil!  And the 

exciting thing is that this facility and its resulting ash and steam is 99.9% pollution free!   
 

When the facility was built, some 25 years or so ago, it took care of all our garbage but the city has grown 

and the facility has not, so now we do have excess that must go to the landfill.   There is also the 

problem  that the garbage we have a huge excess of these days is plastic. The facility can take care of plastic 

but the plastic burns at a much hotter temperature than the rest of the garbage and the hotter the 

temperature, the less the amount of garbage that can be burned at one time, thus the more, plastic and all, 

that must go to the landfill.  The landfill must be covered each night, so the ash, which is very heavy, is used 

to cover it each night.  There are other uses for the ash being developed, such as road surfacing and 

repair.  Metal is separated from it and turned mostly into rebar for construction. 
 

On Recycling, we learned that it is a strictly “for profit” business in this country, as opposed to European 

countries which subsidize it.  Where plastics are concerned, if our citizens don’t (continued page 4)  

A NEW VISION 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twGuodpUljE&feature=youtu.be
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(continued from page 3)  

follow the rules of what to put in the big blue 

recycle bins, and put plastic bags and other than 

narrow-mouth bottles, plastic sheets  

and dirty things, the whole bin is contaminated for 

recycling and will go in the garbage.  If it happens 

too frequently, the company can’t make money and 

will go out of business. 
 

We may hate that plastics are such a source of 

pollution in our oceans and everywhere, but the 

reality is that plastics are here to stay.  It is useful 

and it is cheap.  The best solution is to Reduce the 

use, Reuse where we can and Recycle where we 

can.  In order to really make a change and become 

better stewards of this wonderful land we live in,  we 

must try to curb our habit of being a throw-away 

society. 
 

RECYCLING TIPS 

· Blue Bins from RANA (Recycling Alliance of 

North Alabama) Follow Directions EXACTLY 

as they are printed on bin lids.  The enemy of 

recycling is contamination.   
 

· Clean, dry, plastic film from dry cleaning bags, 

shopping bags, shrink wrap, bubble wrap (as 

little paper as possible) is collected in plastic 

collection bins in front 

of WalMart, Publix, Kroger. 
 

· Styrofoam (rinsed and dry) is collected by Publix 

in storefront collection bins.   
 

· Glass ONLY at Jones Valley Target location. 

Place rinsed glass containers in recycling bins 

along the front wall inside store.  No 

other  Madison County Target locations collect 

glass. 
 

 

 

· Excess cardboard boxes (clean, dry, broken 

down, no wax) can  be given to Publix or Star 

Market grocery clerks. Balers are accessed inside 

stores,  not from the loading dock. Most likely, 

your favorite grocery store would provide the 

same service.  

· Cardboard can also be recycled at 

WestRock.  See location and hours below.   
 

· Paper can be taken to WestRock.  WestRock 

Recycling is located at 205 Wholesale Ave 

NE,  about a mile north of Oakwood Ave, just 

off of Meridian St.  WestRock accepts paper and 

cardboard from the public Monday thru Friday 

from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm only.  Turn right at 

traffic light from Meridian St onto Wholesale 

Ave NE. WestRock recycled paper is used in 

production of toilet paper.       
 

· Number 5 Plastic such as rinsed cottage 

cheese, sour cream, yogurt containers are 

collected at Whole Foods (front of store next to 

tables) ONLY.   
 

Parishioners are working with employees to recycle 

as much aluminum, glass, plastic, paper and 

cardboard as possible.  We, the church,  generate a 

lot of these materials!  If you want to help,  please 

contact Margaret Devenish (256-683-1028).    

Recycling Alliance of North Alabama recycling guidelines. 
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YOUTH GROUP MEETING TIMES 
 

JYC :  5th-6th grades Wednesdays 5:30-7pm in THE LOFT   
 

EYC:  7th-8th grades Sundays 5-6:30pm in THE LOFT 
 

Senior EYC:  9th-12th grades Sundays 6-7:30pm in THE LOFT 
 

 

The LOFT is located on the 3rd floor of Joffrion Hall. 

Not getting the Youth Weekly Updates?  Questions? Contact Amy Brooks, abrooks@nativity-hsv.org. 
 

Looking for a way to help with the youth program at Nativity? We can help! Volunteers are needed to 

provide meals each week for JYC & EYC. Please click on the links below and sign up today! 

https://tinyurl.com/JYCdinner2019 https://tinyurl.com/EYCdinner2019 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES ON ANGEL LANE 
The Eucharist Instruction Class for first graders and their parents or 

guardians will be offered during the Sunday school hour for four Sundays 

in January and February. During the class, first graders are introduced to 

the Eucharist in an engaging way and learn about why we do things the 

way we do in church. The class helps children better understand church 

services and participate in them more fully. Class will meet on January 26 

and February 2, 9, and 16th from 10.00 to 10.50. in the first grade Godly 

Play classroom. On February 23rd during the 8.45 service, the class will sit 

together in the choir loft to see the Eucharist up close. Parents or special adults plan to attend the class with 

your child as we talk about family and traditions. This class is designed for 1st grade students, but older 

children who would like to take part are welcome. Questions, contact Mary Coe at mcoe@nativity-hsv.org or 

256-533-2455. 

 

PAGEANT FUN 
What a time of joyful worship we had at the Christmas 

Eve Pageant and Eucharist! The children were beautiful 

and a delight to see in the pageant. Many thanks to all the 

helpers who made the pageant happen. Special recognition 

to Lea Ann Barnett, our costume mistress and creator of 

Jesus’ Birthday Party.  

 

Questions about Nativity’s Children’s activities? Contact Mary Coe, 

mcoe@nativity-hsv.org or  

256-533-2455. 

mailto:abrooks@nativity-hsv.org?subject=EYC%20and%20the%20LOFT
https://tinyurl.com/JYCdinner2019
https://tinyurl.com/EYCdinner2019
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Eucharistic%20Instruction%20class
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Nick%20and%20Lucy%20day
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By Jared Cassidy 

Every year, beginning after Thanksgiving, the Von Braun 

Astronomical Society (VBAS), located in Monte Sano State 

Park, presents a program call the “Star of Wonder” each 

Saturday night at 7:30 PM leading up to Christmas. The “Star of 

Wonder” presentation is about the star that features 

prominently in the Nativity story and the presentation tries to 

offer some astronomical possibilities for what the star could 

have been that the Magi saw, whether it was a comet, 

supernova, conjunction of planets, or that it could have been a 

miracle. For the past couple of years, three members of VBAS 

have presented a version of this program in costume as three of 

the Magi for two of the Saturday night programs in Advent. In 

2019, the Magi presented their version of the “Star of Wonder” planetarium program at the first two Saturday 

night shows in December. The Magi’s version of the presentation began with an entrance illustrating the three 

gifts gold, frankincense, and myrrh, followed by a telling of the Nativity story by Gaspar, some possible 

astronomical explanations for the star by Balthazar, and a current night sky constellation presentation on the 

dome by Melchior. The Magi were portrayed by Don Reed as Gaspar, Tom Burleson as Balthazar, and 

Church of the Nativity member Jared Cassidy as Melchior. (L to R in the above photo by Barbara Reed) 

THE MAGI ON THE MOUNTIAN 
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WHAT ARE YOU READING  
By Mike Ward 

The Heavens Declare– Science, Religion & Wernher von Braun by Travis Collins, Ph.D. 
 

Last year’s Apollo 11 50th anniversary gave us an opportunity to celebrate 

Huntsville’s contribution to mankind’s greatest technological achievement– 

sending humans to the moon and returning them safely to earth. It also 

gave us an opportunity to explore Dr. von Braun’s deeply spiritual side, too. 

In this short, (82 page) book, Dr. Travis Collins (the preacher at the Egg 

Beater Jesus First Baptist Church), explores von Braun’s compelling 

reconciliation of science and religion as sisters. The book is based on 

several of Dr. von Braun’s speeches and some interviews with his family 

and friends (and fellow Nativity parishioners). Please read a few of his 

thoughts below:  

 “While science tries to learn more about the creation, religion tries to better understand the creator. 

While, through science, man tries to harness the forces of nature around him, through religion he tries to 

harness the forces of nature within him.” “Many men who are intelligent, and of good faith say they cannot 

visualize God/ Well, can a physicist visualize an electron? The electron is materially inconceivable, and yet is 

so perfectly known to its effects that we use it to illuminate cities, guide our airlines to the night skies, and 

take the most accurate measurements. What strange rationale makes some physicist accept an inconceivable 

electron as real, while refusing to accept the reality of God on the grounds they cannot conceive him? I’m 

afraid that, although they really do not understand the electron 

either, they are ready to accept it because they managed to 

produce a rather clumsy mechanical model of it borrowed from 

rather limited experience in other fields, but they wouldn’t know 

how to begin building a model of God.” 

“When man,  almost 2000 years ago, was given the opportunity 

to know Jesus Christ, to know God who had decided to live for 

a while as man amongst fellow men, the world was turned upside 

down to the widespread witness of those who heard and 

understood Him.” In this reaching of the new millennium 

through faith in the words of Jesus Christ, science can be a 

valuable tool rather than at an impediment. The universe, as 

revealed through scientific inquiry is a living witness that God 

has indeed been at work. Understanding the nature of the 

creation provides a substantive basis for the faith by which we 

attempt to know the nature of the Creator.” 
 

Dr. Margrit von Braun contributed the introduction of The 

Heavens Declare. 

https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/75ab8595-6253-4f01-877f-b4e8f0dbee9e
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2020 Altar Flower Dedications 

Your Name:______________________________________  

Phone #: ________________________________________ 

Dates requested: ______________________(Upcoming dates available: Feb, 2,9,16,23, March 15, 22, 29) 

Name(s) for dedication: ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please choose one:  

__ in loving memory of…   __in thanksgiving for…    

__in celebration of…           __in honor of... 
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES  ___NO        Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES   ___NO 
 

Dedications are $40 each or $20 if shared.  

Make check payable to:  

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to: 

Andrea Vandervoort, 434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801  Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673 

WEEKLY PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 

If you requested weekly pledge envelopes for 2020, they are now available in Ridley Hall. If you did not request 

envelopes, but would like them, please contact Austin Cook at 256-533-2455 or   acook@nativity-hsv.org.  

Special Announcements 

THANK YOU 

Dear Nativity Family, 

Thank you so very much for the gift of your presence, prayer, and 

participation in celebrating my retirement and transition into a new 

expression of ministry. My heart is overflowing with love and             

gratitude for your making it such a joyous celebration!  

Basye 

CONNECTIONS BOOK CLUB 

We had our first meeting with a great group of 14 ladies from age 23 to 83 (or whatever Sally Ann’s age is)! 

Connections Book Club will read Inspired by Rachel Held Evans.  We will read one chapter per week starting 

with the introduction.  Feel free to jump in any time – there won’t be a quiz.  Our Monday meetings will be 

held at Below the Radar from 5:30 until 7:00. All are welcome for food, fellowship and discussion!  If you have 

questions, feel free to contact Minda Alexander at mindajalex@yahoo.com or 256-694-0554. 

EPISCOPAL MIGRATION MINISTRIES AND THE GOOD BOOK CLUB  

Through the season of Epiphany, Rose Veal Eby and The Rev. Worth Stuart will lead an adult Sunday school 

class based on the Gospel of John. Using the daily reading schedule from the Good Book Club, all Episcopali-

ans are invited to join in reading the Gospel of John during Epiphany 2020. For readings, resources, partner 

organizations, and more, visit www.goodbookclub.org. The class will meet on 2nd floor of Joffrion Hall in the 

J2E classroom.  

mailto:acook@nativity-hsv.org
mailto:mindajalex@yahoo.com
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

OF OUR CHILDREN:  

Walter Walker 

Diana Sommer 

Annabelle Eby 

Clover Farrell 

Liz Mauldin 

Madison Ritchie 

Hardin Jones 

Hope Nation 

Harry Foster 

Zelaney Hartland 

Matthew Brown 

David Young 

Sarah Echols Spragins 

Oliver Dibble 

Anne Limbo 

Campbell Courtney 

Finn Webb 

Jackson Allen 

Riley Jane Ragland 

Aiden Copeland 

Florence Pate 

Evelyn Roche 

Drake Allen 

Mary Virginia Cowan 

Emery Windham 
 

WE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED: 

Janice Derryberry Starkey 
 

WE CELEBRATE THE  

MARRIAGE OF: 

Susan Will Purvis and Blake 

Alexander Messer   

 

WE CELEBRATE THE  

BAPTISM OF: 

Everett Nicolle Burnett, daughter of 

Percy and Samantha Burnett 

Oscar Andrew Eaton, son of 

Jennifer and Kyle Eaton 

Beatrice Anne Twitty, daughter of 

Kristen and George Twitty, Jr.  
 

 

 

 

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 

Catherine and Alex Dieterich and 

their son, David Keith Dieterich. 
 

TRANSFERS OUT: 

Andrew Cotten to St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church, Birmingham, AL 

Tate Fredrickson Coleman to St. 

Luke’s Episcopal Church, 

Birmingham, AL  

Nancy Sheppard to St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, Huntsville, AL  

Stacy and Buddy Moon to St. 

Mary’s on the Highlands, 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Sybil Redman Schrader to Christ the 

King Anglican Church, Hoover, 

Alabama 

Searcy Sarah Sledge to St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church, Birmingham, AL 
 

PARISHIONER UPDATE: 

Mary Higginbotham         

cell: 256-426-0093              

home: 256-882-1238  

Parish News 

 
 

AN EVENING WITH SISTER MARY Tuesday, January 

14 Centering Prayer will host the annual evening with 

Sister Mary McGehee, nun in residence at Sacred Heart 

Convent in Cullman. Her topic of discussion will be 

Four Types of Interreligious Dialogue. The evening 

begins at 5:30 p.m., in Ridley Hall, with a twenty minute 

Centering Prayer sit, then dinner. After dinner, Sister 

Mary will present her topic. If you would like to have 

dinner, please call the church office 256-533-2455 or 

visit nativity-hsv.org. The cost of the meal is $7.00. 

Questions? Contact Brenda Chynoweth at 

brendacc@knology.net.  
 

LUNCH BUNCH Tuesday, January 28 the Nativity 

Lunch Bunch will be up and moving in the new year 

with Jill Chadwick! Join us at noon for lively 

conversation, lovely lunch and a lift to the body and 

spirit! Steady For Life steadyforlife.org will present 

some tips for staying fit in 2020. Bring a friend and let’s 

get together again! Make a reservations by calling      

256-533-2455. Lunch is $7.  
 

YAMS (Young Adults Married & Single) 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 We will gather at 5:30 at 

Green Bus Brewery. It's a good time to breathe a little 

and get centered. See you there, and bring a 

friend! Questions? Contact Rose Veal Eby, 

rosieveal76@gmail.com. 
 

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST Tuesday, February 11 

at 7:00 am in Ridley Hall. Join us for a delicious 

breakfast and brief presentation. Morning Prayer in 

Bibb Chapel at 6:30 am, all are welcome.  

 

Upcoming Events  

mailto:rosieveal76@gmail.com?subject=YAMS
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Sunday, January 12 

8:45   A/M  Sherrill      

C    Thomas Aldag, Sadie Anglin   

T    Phoebe Duncan, Vivian Hinton       

T   Macy Baker, Caroline Brooks   

S   Ella Jane Duncan, AS Thea Sommer   

11:00   A/M  Ward 

C   Caroline Hornsby, Clara Keener 

T   William Keener 

T   Anne Limbo 

S   Clara Keener, AS Sarah Coleman Hornsby 

 

Sunday, January 19 

8:45   A/M Putt     

C   Alice Malone, Clay Walker        

T   Luke Ham, Colton Boyce    

T   Sam Rice, Elle Webber    

S   Vivian Hinton, AS Alana Boyce    

11:00   A/M   Sherrill 

C   Carter Watson, Catherine Hendricks 

T   Mary Ellis Alison 

T   Madelyn Alison 

S   Catherine Hendricks, AS   Maggie Sanders 

 

Sunday, January 26 

8:45   A/M Ward     

C   Tess Lambert, Cooper Gunter   

T   Eamonn O’Halloran, RJ Ragland   

T   Finola O’Halloran, David Young   

S   Olivia O’Halloran, AS Jacks McClung  

11:00   A/M   Nutt 

C   Emery Windham, Will Pinson 

T   Erin Hannah, Raz Aboudonia 

T   Rowan Gafford, Morgan Gafford 

S   Emery Windham, AS  Evans Bryant 

 

 

January Acolyte Schedule 

Thank you to all of our acolytes for making 

Christmas Eve such a special service.  

Parish Financial Report November 2019 
  
  Budget for Period Actual for Period Budget YTD Actual YTD 
Pledges Received $97,509.83 $88,938.07 $1,072,608.17 $1,060,802.65 

Plate $9,746.33 $19,397.73 $107,209.67 $162,933.35 

Other Revenues $8,791.67 $6,598.67 $96,708.33 $120,804.01 

Total Income $116,047.83 $114,934.47 $1,276,526.17 $1,344,540.01 

  

Diocese & Missions $11,655.00 $11,646.10 $128,205.00 $131,580.18 

Outreach $10,600.58 $7,382.00 $116,606.42 $104,752.27 

Personnel $68,223.37 $56,628.79 $750,457.13 $700,151.60 

Other Expenses $25,568.75 $14,229.66 $281,256.25 $271,711.66 

Total Expenses $116,047.70 $89,866.55 $1,276,524.80 $1,208,195.71 

  

Net $0.13 $25,067.92 $1.37 $136,344.30 
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 January Worship Schedule  
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nativity-hsv.org 

 

Wendy Wilson 

Jason Angelichio   

Greg Whitehead 

Shari Williams  

Nick Pate 

Shirley Hale Stucky 

Jeff Johnson 

Virginia Kobler 

Michael Shipley 

Virginia Caruso 

Darren Malone 

Elizabeth Foster 

Terry Clevenger 

Holly Ellis 

Jerry Nutt 

Laura Pierce 

Andrea Rosler 

Eric Wood 

 

2020 VESTRY 

Outgoing Vestry members being recognized at the 

Annual Parish Meeting.  

CLICK HERE FOR THE 

NOVEMBER VESTRY 

MINUTES 

http://nativity-hsv.org
http://tiny.cc/nathsvhome
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3272489/11192019vminutes.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3272489/11192019vminutes.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3272489/11192019vminutes.pdf

