
Feast of the Epiphany, 2020
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations

shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. (Isaiah 60:1-3, NRSV)

Children and families continue to flee their homelands to survive poverty, crime and violent regimes, while nations
of the world struggle to offer refuge. In 2020, our nation plans to admit fewer refugees than in any year since the
current settlement program was established in 1980.
In the days before Christmas, the people of St. Andrew’s AME Zion Church in Wilmington NC received an
anonymous three page, typed letter filled with angry expressions of racist hate.
Tens of thousands of people marched in the streets of New York City this weekend; in support of that city’s Jewish
community and to stand up against recent and horrific anti-Semitic hate crimes.
Thousands of paratroopers from Fort Bragg were deployed to the Middle East with other military personnel,
leaving behind family members who are anxious for the safe return of their loved ones.

To the Beloved of God in the Diocese of East Carolina,
 
Each year, on the sixth of January, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. The gospel reading assigned for the day
tells the story of the visit of “wise men from the East” to the place where the young child Jesus lived with his family.
To find him, they had followed a star and consulted with the king of the region. When they found him, they knelt down
in worship and offered gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. A reading of the whole of the second chapter of
Matthew’s gospel reveals a dark side to the story. In fear that the child “born king of the Jews” would challenge his
own authority, Herod had all of the children under the age of two slaughtered. Warned to flee, the family of Jesus
escaped Herod’s wrath and found refuge in the land of Egypt, not returning “home” until it was safe to do so.
 
Sadly, layers of this story still ring true today. 

 
Darkness may cover the earth, and thick darkness its peoples, but this Epiphany season we celebrate that our Light
has come and that the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. We are called to shine with the light of Christ; a light that
we believe will never be overcome by darkness. We can stand with those who are overwhelmed by the darkness,
and we can stand up against those who champion the ways of darkness. Each of us is called to be and to proclaim
the light of Christ during this season of Epiphany, and all the year round. Each of us is called to offer our own gifts in
witness to the Light, just as the gospel tells us that the magi did so long ago.
 
May the light of God’s love shine forever in your hearts and from your lives!

The Right Rev'd Rob Skirving
Bishop, Diocese of East Carolina


