
THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
I think my season of Advent began back in late October, when 
I returned home from the hospital and began my condolence 
from double pneumonia.  I was about as unprepared as I might 
be for this particular journey, not being personally familiar with 
any serious illness, and having been told that lungs take a long 
time to heal, but not really knowing what that would be like.  In 
the seasons of the Church year, we know that Advent is a time 
of waiting with expectation, hoping, longing, and living with 
patience, as we move slowly each day, ever closer to the 
manager, to see new life emerge in the likeness of Jesus, the 
Son of God. 
 
Much to my surprise, I have found a wonderful meditative 
guide for my extended Advent journey. One of our neighbors 
brought us dinner on a cold November evening, as well as a 
bowl with small glass balls and 4 narcissus bulbs, with a note 
that by the time the narcissus bloomed, she hoped I was well.  
Eager to be well, I started watching the bulbs, each morning 
when I came into the kitchen.  As you and I know, bulbs have a 
time table of their own, so no amount of watching or watering 
would rush their growth.  Waiting in hopeful anticipation was 
the spiritual message I read as I studied the bulbs, and it was 
clear to me that the journey of Advent was the journey of my 
healing.  What I also knew was that life was stirring in those 
bulbs, even when I could not see it, even when there was no 
outward evidence; I had hope because I knew how God 
worked in his narcissus bulbs, and I also knew God was 
working in me, slowly healing my lungs, even when I could not 
see or feel much improvement.   And then one morning, I saw 
the tip of a green shoot, emerging from one of the bulbs, and 
the next day another, and then another; the fourth bulb 
seemed to be on a time line of it’s own but eventually green 
leaves poked their way into the light of day.  The green leaves, 
growing straight and tall, reaching upward as to heaven, 
nourished by water, sunlight, oxygen, all elements of God’s 
creation, are a joy to watch, a sign of hope and evidence for 
me, of God’s presence, in all growth and healing. 
 

(continues on page 2 . . .) 
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 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
11:30 AM  Sunday School 
          (ages 3 to 17) 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                   Worship 
 

December 1, 2019 
Advent Wreath Workshop 

 
December 8, 2019 

11:30 am Annual Meeting & 
Vestry Elections 

 
December 15, 2019 

Holiday Craft & Food Sale 
 

December 22, 2019 
10:00 am Advent Pageant 

11:45 am. Greening of Church 
 

December 24, 2019 
Celebration of the Holy Nativity 

7:30 pm    Prelude Music 
8:00 pm.   Holy Eucharist 

 
December 25, 2019 

Christmas Day Services 
10:00 am.   Holy Eucharist with 

Christmas Carols 
5:30 pm.  South Sudanese Worship 

 
December 29, 2019 

1st Sunday of Christmastide 
Guest Preacher - Sarah Bentley Allred 

 
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 

Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 

The Rev. William R. Eanes, Retired Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net 
All Saints of James, Reporters 

 
Internet Web Page: 

www.stjamesroanoke.org 
Laura Anderson, Web Master 

lauratuggleanderson@gmail.com 
 

The St. James Vestry: 
Senior Warden, Linda Bryant, 776-6886 
Junior Warden, Tim Buchholtz, 520-2947  

† Clerk, Carol Eanes, 819-7628 
 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 

†Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
†Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Maile Armstrong, 354-6016 
Ann Bird, 366-0996 

Arby Frost, 989-3054 
Gail Fields, 556-0086 

Katie Rucker, 362-2205 
Cam Srpan, 562-0954 

Doug Tuggle, 776-2405 
(† - Not Vestry members) 

 
Standing Committees & Chairs 

 
Finance:  Doug Tuggle, 776-2405;  
                     394-1425 
Property:  Tim Buchholtz, 520-2947 
Hospitality:  Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Stewardship:  Chris Criscione,  
                             915-2657 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Pat Ball 
725-8730 

Rectors’ Message Continued . . .  
 
And so I enter the season of Advent, with eyes 
that are open and looking for hope and 
evidence of God’s presence in the cloudy gray 
days of December, the illnesses and sorrows 
of so many people, the distressing events of 
violence and anger that occur daily in our 
communities, our country and around the 
globe.  To be expectant and prepared for the 
breaking in of God is to live in hope. Too often 
in our culture, the word “hope” has become 
synonymous with the word “wish”.  To say, “I 
hope I get a new job” means just about the 
safe thing as “I wish I could get a new job.”  
Hope has become a hesitant word that lacks 
energy and conviction; hope has become a 
passive verb.  In the Bible, hope is used as an 
action verb with considerable power.  In the 
Hebrew, the word we translate as “hope” is the 
word “tikvah”. It literally means “a cord” or an 
attachment.  There is the expectation of 
connectedness between a thought or idea we 
have and a movement of our heart into action 
on behalf of justice, or in compassion for 
another, or to love others with the love of God, 
or to strengthen our attachment to God as a 
sturdy cord.   
 
This Advent, may you live in hopeful 
expectation as a way of being, prepared to see 
God in your lives & the world, and ever ready 
to act in ways that make evident God’s cords of 
love for all creation.    
 

Advent Blessings,   
SEB+ 
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St. James Cycle of Prayer 

 
In December, we give thanks for those who 
participate in our music ministries.  We ask 
your prayers for the Choir Director/Organist, 
and the members of the Adult Choir.  May 
their talents continue to be rendered to the 
glory of God and their music continue to 
enhance our worship services. 
 

 
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS. . .  
 
 
December    1  Mary Ann Tuggle 
December    4 Cason Robert Nichols  
December    7 Maddelena Shepherd 
December    8  Elizabeth Witz 
December    9 Kevin Shepherd 
December  10 Holly Turner 
December  11 Beth Bird Rock 
December  12 Daniel Malick 
December  13 Betsy Briggs 
December  13 Phil Hobrla 
December  14  Susan Tolliver 
December 19 Sherry Powell 
December  24 Thomas Rucker 
December  24  Mimi Copenhaver 
December  25 Sharon Miller 
December  25 Alayna Michaela Miller 
December  31 Ray Kasey 
 
 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES . . . 
 
December    6 Lynn & Bobby Wright 
December    6  Kim & Dave LaPrade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

It is time to sign up to give altar flowers for 
2020.  During the month of December, the 
Altar Flower chart will be in on the bulletin 
board by the kitchen, and you are invited to 
sign up for the Sundays that you wish to give 
flowers in 2019.  Flowers each week are 
$20.00, and checks can be made out to St. 
James Episcopal Church, with a memo of 
“flower fund” and left in the office, or put in the 
offering plate.  If you know what dedication you 
would like for the flowers, you can turn that in 
with your money.  If you are not sure at this 
time, then you will need to leave the dedication 
information at the Church office, or email it to 
stjames@rev.net,  prior to the Sunday you will 
be giving flowers. 
 
If you have not paid for your flowers in 2019, or 
cannot remember if you paid, please contact 
Danny Fainter who can check our records.  

 
Angel Tree 

 
This year our Angel will benefit the children of 
the South and North Sudanese communities 
here in the Roanoke valley.  There are about 
85 children and we are sharing the gift giving 
with Raleigh Court Presbyterian church, and 
St. Elizabeth’s.  On the Angel Tree, each 
child/youth has 3 items on their wish list, with 3 
separate tags.  You can choose to shop for all 
three items for that child or fewer; please take 
the tags for the items you wish to buy.  All gifts 
need to be returned to St. James by Tuesday, 
December 17th, with each gift wrapped 
separately and the tag attached.  Raleigh Court 
will coordinate the distribution of the gifts to the 
30 families involved. 
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Paperless Music Community Sing  
Monday, December 9 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
St. James Parish Hall 

 
The cold and darkness of almost-winter 
surround us, but our hearts are full of song -- 
what better time to gather with each other for 
an evening of singing!  Join Deborah Hunley, 
Jenny Fife, Darla Schumm, and Martha Burford 
(of Grace, Lexington), local leaders in Music 
That Makes Community, as we teach and sing 
simple songs that will carry us through Advent 
and into Christmas and beyond – songs that 
speak of new birth, enduring hope, and the 
healing of this world God so loves.  No musical 
experience required. Compline and 
refreshments will follow the singing. 
Questions? Contact Deborah Hunley:    
dhhunley@gmail.com or (540) 354-2397. 
 

 
Alternative Gift Giving 

 
• Episcopal Relief and Development, 

http://www.er-d.org, is working around 
the world to assist people affected by 
poverty, disease and disaster, 
accomplishing the Global Development 
Goals, including Gifts for Life. 

• Heifer International, www.heifer.org, to 
honor family and friends, give a give of 
livestock and training to families in need 
that will help them lift themselves out of 
poverty. 

• World Vision, www.worldvisiongifts.org, 
is a Christian humanitarian organization 
dedicated to working with children, 
families, and their communities 
worldwide to reach their full potential by 
tackling the causes of poverty and 
injustice. 

• Five Talents International, 
www.fivetalents.org, empowering the 
poor by promoting innovative savings 
and microcredit programs, business 
training and spiritual development.  
(projects in Sudan) 

• Episcopal Relief and Development, 
http://www.er-d.org, is working around 
the world  to assist people affected by 
poverty, disease and disaster, 
accomplishing the Millennium 
Development Goals.  (projects in 
Sudan) 

• Kiva, http:/www.kiva.org, has a mission 
to connect people through lending for 
the sake of alleviating poverty.  Kiva is 
the world's first person-to-person micro-
lending program empowering individuals 
to lend directly to unique entrepreneurs 
in the developing world. (projects in 
Sudan) 

• SERRV, www.serrv.org, buying artisans’ 
work from people living in developing 
countries is an opportunity for you to 
have a direct impact on one of our 
global market’s great injustices: the 
inequality in income and quality of life.  
Buy free trade gifts here. 

• 734 COFEE:  THE FACE OF SOUTH 
SUDAN, 734coffee.com.   734 is more 
than a number. It is a place of refuge. 
7˚N 34˚E are the geographical 
coordinates for Gambela, a region in 
Ethiopia where over 200,000 displaced 
South Sudanese citizens now live after 
fleeing war, atrocities, drought, and 
famine in South Sudan.  734 Coffee and 
Refugee Campus are about building 
a brighter future for the displaced 
mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters of 
Sudan. Our coffee is harvested by 
growers right in the Gambela region, 
and after it is brought to the 
US, proceeds go right back to 
scholarships and education programs 
for refugees of Sudan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. James Connection                                          December 2019                                                                 5 

 

The St. Nicholas Day Fund 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
  
As we enter into Advent, one of the holiest 
seasons of the Christian year, our diocese’s 
annual St. Nicholas Day Appeal is one 
significant way that we can adjust our focus to 
the mission that the Son of God ushers into our 
world. 
  
This year, the donations made will be 
earmarked for the emerging Appalachian 
Alliance mission involving Grace House and 
four of our parishes. This year’s St. Nicholas 
Appeal will seed a new mission initiative 
named The Rev. B. Lloyd Appalachian 
Mission Fund in memory of B. Lloyd and his 
faithful commitment to needs of the people of 
Appalachia. The Rev. B. Lloyd, a long serving 
priest in this diocese who died this fall, was a 
pioneer of The Appalachian People’s Service 
Organization (APSO), which later became 
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries (EAM). 
  
Please consider faithfully how you might 
support this effort, either by mailing donations 
(payable to Diocese of SWVA) to the St. 
Nicholas Day Appeal or by donating on the 
diocesan website: 
https://www.dioswva.org/online-giving.html 

 
The Collect for the Feast of St. Nicholas, 

Bishop of Myra, c. 342 
 
Almighty God, in your love you gave your 
servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for 
deeds of kindness both on land and sea: 
Grant, we pray, that your Church may never 
cease to work for the happiness of children, the 
safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the 
help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or 
grief; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

Baptismal Dates for 2020 
 

“Holy Baptism is especially appropriate at the 
Easter Vigil, on the Day of Pentecost, on All 
Saint’s Day or the Sunday after All Saint’s Day, 
the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord, (the first 
Sunday after Epiphany), and the visitation of 
the Bishop. It is recommended that, as far as 
possible, baptisms be reserved for these 
occasions or when a bishop is present.” The 
Book of Common Prayer, page 312. 
The Baptismal dates for St. James in 2019 and 
2020 are: The Baptism of our Lord, January 
12; the Visitation of The Bishop; the Easter 
Vigil, April 11; and the Day of Pentecost, May 
31. If you would like to be Baptized or have a 
child you would like to be Baptized, contact the 
Rector. 
 
Two ways to help fundraise for St. James 
 
(1) Kroger. In order for your Kroger grocery 
purchases to be credited towards St. James 
fundraising efforts, you will need to register 
online with Kroger 
(www.kroger.com/communityrewards). 
St. James’ exclusive community rewards 
organization number is VM990. If you need 
assistance with signing up, please contact Avis 
Aheron (avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580- 
9203). It will take just a few minutes to sign you 
up, and St. James will receive a check based 
on the percentage of sales, split among 
participating organizations. 
 
(2) AmazonSmile. If you do any online 
shopping through Amazon, St. James could be 
receiving a percentage of your purchases. 
Simply log on at www.smile.amazon.com, 
designate St. James as your charity of choice 
and let the shopping begin. If you have any 
questions about setting this up, please contact  
Avis Aheron (540-580-9203). 
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Sharing Warmth with our Neighbors 
 

Our winter clothes line has gone back up at the 
west end of our parking lot to provide warm 
hats, gloves and scarves for our neighbors who 
often walk through our parking lot on their way 
to Crossroads Mall.  They are very appreciative 
of this neighborly kindness, during the winter 
weather weather.  Bring gently used or new 
hats, gloves and scarves for children and 
adults to the collection box in the Parish Hall. 
 

St. James Partners with Canaan Palestine 
 
St. James continues a partnership with Canaan 
Palestine selling their fair trade, organic olive 
oil, to earn some additional funds which will 
support ECW’s many benevolences.  Canaan 
Palestine is a for-profit Palestinian owned 
company that buys high-quality products, 
primarily olive oil, from farmers who are 
members of the Palestine Fair Trade 
Association.  Canaan Palestine and the PFTA 
work together to improve conditions for farmers 
and to build the future.  Joint ventures have 
included everything from specialized training in 
pruning for olive growers to micro-loans for 
women producers, to university scholarships 
for children of farmers, to the creation of the  
Canaan Center for Organic Research and 
Extension. 
     
Each month, Art Tatman will coordinate the 
sale of Canaan’s olive oil, in the large bottles, 
as well as the smaller flavor infused olive oils.  
If you wish to purchase any oil at other times, 
contact Art (400-3895) or the Parish Office 
(366-4157); prices are set so that the ECW 
receives 20% of the sales for their 
benevolences. 
 
Following is a list of items available for 
purchase and their price: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rumi, Nabali large bottles:  $25 
 Jenin, large bottle:  $20 
 Garlic, small bottle:  $15 
 Chili, small bottle:  $15 
 Thyme, small bottle:  $15 
 Basil, small bottle: $15 
 Lemon, small bottle:  $15 
 Jenin, small bottle:  $15 

 
Your purchase of these superior products will 
help sustain neighbors near and far and they in 
turn will be sustaining you with their superior, 
organic olive oil, and the knowledge that you 
are helping many others through the ECW’s 
outreach offerings. 
 

RAM House Volunteers Needed 
 

St. James is scheduled to help with lunch at 
RAM House on December 21 from 11:15 am to 
1:15 pm. It works best if there are at least 3 
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering 
for this outreach, please contact Avis Aheron at 
avisaheron@hotmail.com or (540) 580-9203 
 
 
YOUTH NEWS… 
 
Advent Pageant Update:  reserve your pew 
for Sunday, December 22nd at the 10 am 
service for the creative youth pageant.  The 
middle and high school youth are working on 
this each Sunday during Sunday School, so all 
youth are needed each week to contribute.   
On December 22rd, all youth need to be at 
Church about 9 am to go over last-minute 
details before the service. 
 
Children of St. James:  are all needed for the 
pageant on December 22nd.  There are parts 
for everyone, including angels, sheep, 
shepherds, donkey, wise men/women.  
Costumes will be ready in the Parish Hall on 
the day of the pageant.  Contact Jessica Clem, 
819-7628, to let her know what part your child 
would like to play.   
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Youth @ Convention: plans are underway for 
the youth during the annual Diocesan 
Convention, January 24-26, 2020.  Early bird 
registration is open now until December 10th - 
$90.00, and after that the price goes up to 
$110.00.  Registration closed for Y@C January 
12th.  Registration is on line: 
https://dioswva.org/governance/annual-
Convention.html.   Scholarships are available; 
see the Rector. 
 
 
BOYS HOME NEWS:  
 

A Story about a Boy Named Jerimia 
 

 After several attempts to find a suitable 
foster home for him, Jerimia came to Boys 
Home at the age of eleven. His CASA worker 
initiated the placement at Boys Home where 
she thought he would receive the support, care 
and structure that he needed. It wasn’t until 
years later that this woman’s vision for Jerimia 
became a reality. 
 As a young child, Jerimia had been in 
charge of caring for his younger siblings and 
making his own decisions – he was a defiant, 
stubborn teenager that taxed the patience of 
many staff members at Boys Home.  As he 
matured, he found achievement in art, scouts 
and sports, later becoming an Eagle Scout 
from Troop 66 at Boys Home. He held an off-
campus job, graduated from high school and 
became a responsible, dependable citizen. 
 After graduation, in 2001, he joined the 
U.S. Army as a truck driver. He remains in the 
armed forces today in movement control, 
currently on his 5th deployment to the Middle 
East. J.F. maintains contact with his biological 
family, but he is also a close member of the 
Boys Home family. Jerimia is married and has 
a young daughter. 
 
OUTREACH NEWS. . . 
 

Benevolence Sundays  
December 15 and 29, 2019 

 

The plate and loose offering on December 15 
will go to the Presbyterian Community 
Center.  The Presbyterian Community Center 
(PCC) is a coalition of Christian resources from 
throughout the Roanoke Valley, bringing 
together churches, caring volunteers, 
professionals, and financial contributions for a 
ministry designed to help our most needy 
neighbors through prayer and a wide 
assortment of mission activities. Established by 
Roanoke's Presbyterian churches in 1967 to 
provide for the basic human needs of the 
residents of Southeast Roanoke, the PCC 
today assists families and individuals living in 
the eastern quadrants of Roanoke City, 
eastern Roanoke County and the Town of 
Vinton.  The Presbyterian Community Center is 
a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and cash 
donations to their mission are tax deductible.  
      
Turning Point Programs, run by The 
Salvation Army, will receive the benevolence 
offering for the 5th Sunday, December 29.  
Turning Point is Roanoke’s only secure and 
accredited center for Intimate Partner & Family 
Violence. Their program offers safety from 
immediate danger and helps adults and 
children of Intimate Partner and Family 
Violence cope with the emotional, physical, 
and financial issues of leaving an abuser.       
     Survivors who seek shelter at the Turning 
Point find a safe and home-like environment, 
complete with wholesome meals. Working with 
a case manager, survivors will learn about 
legal options and how to stay safe. Through 
counseling, survivors learn about the cycle of 
domestic violence and how it affects them and 
their children. Parenting classes are available 
on-site, to help gain coping skills and learn 
resources available for children, including our 
Children’s Service Coordinator. 
     1 in 3 women and 1 in 7 men will endure 
domestic violence at some point in their lives. 
Over 700 individuals call the free Turning Point 
confidential crisis hotline annually, and more 
than 225 adults and children stay in our secure 
60-bed center, with an average stay of 30-45 
days. 
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     The Salvation Army believes that all people 
have the right to live free of violence. You do 
not have control over your partner’s behavior; 
however, you do have a choice about how you 
respond to it. 
     Please give generously to support the work 
of these worthy programs. 
 

2019 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS . . . 
(Gifts in bold were received after printing 

our last month’s issue) 
 

 February 24 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of her son, C. Harvey Stebbins, Jr. 

 March 30 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of her husband, Charles H. Stebbins, 
Sr. 

 August 5 adopted by Connie & Bob Bierly in 
honor of Mother Sue’s birthday. 
 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN NEWS. . . 
By Pam Reilly 
 

Parish Holiday Sale 
 
The Parish Holiday Sale will be held on 
December 15 in the Parish Hall between 
services and during Coffee Hour.   
 
There will be something for everyone!  ECW 
will sponsor two tables: a food table and a craft 
table.  Linda Bryant will have her pottery on 
sale as well as Fair Trade items (coffees and 
chocolates) from Episcopal Relief and 
Development.  The Sudanese Women will 
have a table for their handiwork as well.  
 
Sales from the ECW Food and Craft tables as 
well as from Linda Bryant’s pottery and ERD 
Fair Trade Items will mainly benefit two ECW 
benevolences, Boys’ Home ($100.00 of which 
will provide Christmas gifts for Dau Dau, the 
young man we sponsor) as well as Episcopal 
Relief and Development.   
 
ECW is asking all parishioners to help us by 
donating to the two ECW tables: cookies and 
baked goods, soups and casseroles for the 

Food Table and handmade items for the Craft 
Table.  Please bring your donations to the 
Parish Hall on Saturday, December 14th 
between 11:30am and 1:00 pm as we set up 
for this event.  
 
We will look forward to seeing everyone on 
Sunday the 15th to help us make this a very 
successful event. It will be a great time to do 
some Christmas shopping.  See you there! 

 

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING. . . 

Dear Vestry and People of St. James, 
    Please accept this check ($300) in honor of 
Mother Sue.  There are no strings attached - 
except that you are mindful of the gratefulness 
I feel in knowing Sue.  I wish it could be more.  
But I want the Saints of James to know what a 
gift she has been to so many, especially me.  
    Her recent illness made me mindful of the 
need to thank those to whom we are grateful.  
May St. James continue to be a blessing to 
many.   
   Becky Crites+ 
 
Dear Saints of James, 
     There really aren’t words to let you know 
how much I appreciate the wonderful 
retirement reception, art work, and generous 
financial gift given me. 
    You can’t imagine how blessed I feel to have 
served as Church Secretary here for 12 years. 
Wish I could have stayed another 12 years! 
     Thanks again for the gifts and thanks 
especially for the love and appreciation you 
have shown me. 
  Blessings, 
  Connie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


