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Who we are 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is a 

place whose worship of God in the 

beauty of holiness inspires our hearts 

and minds to reflect the truth of 

Christ through love and service. 

 

 

 

Enlivened by God’s love, we experi-

ence: 

Life–sustaining worship 

Life-long learning 

Life–empowering service. 
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Many words have been used to describe 

 St. Paul’s. Here are a few from our members: 
 
 

Love 
Community Minded 

Open and Non-Judgmental 
Fellowship 

Traditional Liturgy and Worship 
Reverent 

Rich History 
Hard Working Laity 

Tolerance 
Family 

Supportive During Sickness 
Friendly 

Welcoming 
We Take Care of Each Other 

Spiritual 
Kind 

Willing to Help those in Need 
Inclusiveness 

Strong Clergy and Administration 
Caring 

Unconditional Love 
Encouragement 
Feels Like Home 

Connected 
Peace 

Warmth 
Compassion 

Youth Programs 
Acceptance and Love 

Diversity 
Our Spirit and Spirituality 

Comfort 
 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are proud of our strengths which 
are based on a deep love of Christ and a deep 

love for each other, our faith, our community and 
our building and grounds. 

 
There’s no place quite like St. Paul’s Selma! 

 Who we are 

3



History             
 

St. Paul’s parish was founded in 1838 and consecrated in 1843.  The 
original building was on the corner of Alabama Avenue and Lauderdale 
Street, one block southof the present church building.  In 1865, during 
the Civil War, General Wilson and his raiders burned the church along 
with much of downtown Selma.  After the war, the original church build-
ing was temporarily rebuilt.  In 1871, the cornerstone of the present 
building was laid and construction was completed in 1875.  The first 
service was held on Easter Sunday of that year.  Architects for the new 
building were the celebrated father and son designers from New York, 
Richard and Richard M. Upjohn, who revolutionized church architecture 
in the United States with the design of Trinity Church in New York City. 
The Upjohn plans were used for only five churches in Alabama, St. 
Paul’s Selma being the largest.  
 
The church has been altered very little from the original plans. The 
bricks were handmade on the site and were laid as specified: twelve 
inches thick on the outer wall, eight inches on the inner wall, with four 

inches of ventilation between the two walls. The granite sills, steps, and buttress caps were brought 
from Stone Mountain, Georgia, for $3500, one-tenth of the final cost of the church.  
 
The sanctuary of the church is most unusual for an English Gothic church because of the elaborate 
Italian mosaic altar and reredos depicting the Easter angel.  Added in 1894, this addition was designed 
and executed in the manner of Renaissance craftsmen by the Lamp Company of New York.  The 
stained glass window above the altar was installed shortly after the church was built, with four panels 
depicting scenes from the life of St. Paul. 
 
There are other stained glass windows of many different styles and ages.  The rose window above the 
front door bears symbols of the evangelists and the sacraments.  It was given to the church by the 
members of the Sunday school.  The last two windows in the nave on the left facing the altar which 
were executed by the Lewis Comfort Tiffany Company of New York.  Clara Weaver-Parrish, a member 
of St. Paul’s, was a noted artist who worked as a designer for Tiffany. These windows were given as 
memorials for her parents and her husband.  All of the other windows were given in memory of various 
other members of the parish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1924, the 
cloister and Parish hall were added using bricks from Old Cahaba.  On the second floor in Parker Hall, 
there is a magnificent large stained glass window that was designed by Clara Weaver-Parrish.  It de-
picts the wedding feast of Cana. Christ is at the center, and to his right the bride and groom are 
dressed in vintage 1920’s attire. The window was given in memory of Mary Indiana Jones. 

The following clergymen have served as Rectors of St. Paul’s: 
 
The Rev. Lucien B. Wright  1836-1846 The Rev. Edward W. Gamble 1903-1937 
The Rev. John H. Linebaugh 1846-1849          The Rev. John L. Jenkins  1938-1949 
The Rev. Frank M Maury  1850-1852 The Rev. Joseph R. Horn  1949-1955 
The Rev. William H. Platt  1853-1856 The Rev. T. Frank Matthews 1955-1971 
The Rev. James H. Ticknor 1856-1866 The Rev. James L. Sanders 1971-1980 
The Rev. Samuel M. Bird  1867-1872 The Rev. Peter W. Hawes  1981-1986 
The Rev. John J. Clemens  1872-1874 The Rev. Gordon L. Morrison       1987-1993 
The Rev. Ellison R. Capers 1875-1876 The Rev. John B. Bagby   1994-1999 
The Rev. Frank Hallam  1876-1878 The Rev. James K. Polk Van Zandt  2000-2008 
The Rev. Robert W. Barnwell 1880-1900 The Rev. David B. Powell  2010-2014 
The Rev. Thomas J. Crosby 1901-1902 The Rev. John T. Alvey  2014-2018 
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In 1965, St. Paul’s received national attention for shutting its doors to outsiders, some African-
American, who came to Selma during the Civil Rights Movement.  Inspired by members of the parish 
who walked out in protest and by the persistence of Episcopal seminarian Jonathan Daniels 
(recognized in the Episcopal Church calendar as a martyr), the Vestry voted to affirm that all are 
welcome for worship.  
 
In March of 2015, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Birmingham and members from Brown Chapel 
A.M.E. gathered at St. Paul’s on Palm Sunday for a worship service in the spirit of ongoing reconcili-
ation between people of all races in the church, state and country. The service marked 50 years 
since God worked through our struggle and confusion to integrate the parish.  
 
Miller Childers, one of the voices who helped steer the Vestry toward opening its doors in 1965 to all 
for worship, along with Lou Willie, III, a member from St. Mark’s who was shut-out, called the faithful 
to worship on Palm Sunday 2015 saying, “this Church opens wide the door, and says in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, WELCOME.”  
 
St. Paul’s was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975.  Two years later, the Holt-
kamp organ was installed in the south transept and the choir relocated there.  In 1981, the entire 
church was renovated. Three new stained glass windows were added.   
 
The small altar in the north transept was remodeled in 1994 with the addition of wainscoting and 
reredos depicting the Annunciation.  It was made from a half-scale painting by Margaret Ellen Webb 
of Marion, Alabama, and sent to the same family in Italy who had created the mosaic for the main 
altar nearly one hundred years earlier. The remodeling and reredos were given in memory of Mary 
Harriet Suttle by her parents. 
 
In 2000, some of the downtown churches in Selma struggled to respond to a growing hungry popula-
tion in the city.   Through the leadership of St. Paul’s and its rector, The Rev. John Bagby, an organi-
zation called the Christian Outreach Alliance was formed and a food pantry was started to respond 
to this need. Today the Miller Childers Food Pantry continues to function and serves the hungry 
community.  
 
In 2004, Hammonds Clos was added on the grounds between the parish hall and the church. The 
Columbarium, given in memory of Roger ap Catesby Jones V, is located on the north side of the 
Clos next to the church. The first person interred there was Nancy Warren Hinson, a devoted parish-
ioner who died in May 2005.  
 
In order to plan for the long-term preservation of St. Paul’s historic buildings, including its stained 
glass windows, a property committee was formed a few years ago.  After consultation with architects 
and engineers, plans and specifications were drafted for construction of needed improvements and 
bids were taken.  A capital campaign was started in 2016 and over one million dollars raised.  The 
project was completed in 2018. 
 
Historically, St. Paul’s has played a major role in the affairs of the Episcopal Church in Alabama and 
the nation.  Five of the eleven bishops have been elected or consecrated in Dallas County, either at 
St. Paul’s in Selma or St. Paul’s in Carlowville.  Two Rectors have become Bishops; and in 1926, a 
former member of the Vestry, John G. Murray, was the first elected Presiding Bishop of the Episco-
pal Church in the United States. In August 2015, The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Bishop of North Caroli-
na and Presiding Bishop-elect, visited St. Paul’s and presided over worship. Bishop Curry was visit-
ing the Blackbelt for the 50th anniversary of the martyrdom of Jonathan Daniels.  

 
History  
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Worship at St. Paul’s is the center of our spiritual life. 
Parishioners love our Rite II traditional liturgy.  St. 
Paul’s has two Holy Eucharist services each Sunday 
morning at 8:00 and 10:30 and a 7:00 am service on 
Wednesdays.  We also have special services during 
Advent and Lent. Blessing of the Animals is held in St. 
Paul’s Hammonds Clos.  For a number of years, we 
have enjoyed an annual visit from one of our bishops 
for the Easter Sunday service which includes confirma-
tion and baptism. 
 
 
We are fortunate to have an energetic and talented al-
tar guild and flower guild that support our liturgy at St. 
Paul’s.  Acolytes, lectors, lay readers, and lay Eucharis-

tic ministers assist in services.  Music enriches our 
worship and raises our spirits.  Our adult choir is led 
by our Organist, Patti Turner, who plays our beauti-
ful Holtkamp organ.  Music from our “Alleluia III” 
hymnal and Special soloists and instrumentalists 
are sometimes included. 
 

 

Our spiritual lives are enhanced by several groups 
who, as St. Paul writes, help “equip the saints for 
the work of ministry.”  We have an active Daughters 
of the King chapter whose members hold fast to 
their vows of thoughtful prayer, service, and evan-
gelism.  Many members of St. Paul’s have partici-
pated in Cursillo and are involved in reunion 

groups, the parish ultrea and enjoy the vibrant diocesan Cursillo community.  Several of our 
members have served on staff at Cursillo weekends. 
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Worship and Spiritual Life            
 



 

“I love the reverence of our worship service.   
The warmth of the people and the way they welcomed  

my family was amazing.” 

 
Sunday Morning 
Each Sunday morning, there is an 
adult class, two children’s classes and 
a youth class.  
 

Children's Church 
During the 10:30 am service, children 
who are 3-8 years old process out after 
the opening acclamation for their own 
worship and return to big church at the 
Peace.  

 

Advent 
Each year the Parish focuses on giving and serving those less privileged during the Advent sea-
son. This is done through the canned food drive collection, the Giving Manger, Christmas Pro-
gram, Tree Trim, and Caroling.  These Advent activities strive 
to prepare the Parish for the coming of Christ’s birth.  
 

Lent 
We have a weekly Lenten program held at lunch.  A simple 
meal is provided.   
 
Terrific Tuesday’s 
Over the past several years, we have held Terrific Tuesday’s 
for the month of June in in lieu of a traditional Vacation Bible 
School. Terrific Tuesday’s are for children ages 3 years old 
though 6th grade. With a fun, spiritual, and educational curric-
ulum, Terrific Tuesday’s are always a hit.  
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Christian Formation 



Parish Life 
 

Our parish is full of varied activities which bring us to-
gether in fellowship, fun, and worship.  Among these are: 

 
Parish Picnic 
The Annual Parish Picnic is held in April or May. It is well at-
tended and enjoyed by our congregation. We are fortunate to 
have several members who have country places and are gen-
erous enough to host this event.  We all bring a dish to share 
after our outdoor worship service. 

 
Sunday Suppers  
Sunday Suppers occurs every third Sunday of the month.  It 
promotes fellowship within the congregation and serves as a 
way to engage newcomers and visitors.  
 

Lobster Fest 
One of our biggest projects is the annual Lobster Fest which is 
attended by all segments of our community.  It is the highlight 
of our Parish Life year. Our parishioners have a wonderful 
time working together to make this event a success.  Pro-
ceeds help fund Little Friends School and other parish pro-
jects. 
 

Christmas Pageant and Tree Trim 
Our Advent Parish Life activity is the annual children’s pag-
eant followed by a supper and tree trim in the upper hall.  After 
the tree is decorated, everyone enjoys singing Christmas car-
ols. 
 

Breakfast Teams 
Each Sunday and Wednesday morning, St. Paul’s cooks 
breakfast for parishioners and guests.  Six teams rotate cook-
ing duties.  Attendees enjoy a wonderful breakfast and the op-
portunity for fellowship.   
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Parish Life 
 

EYC’s Annual Mission Trip 
Each summer the youth are fortunate to take a mission trip to assist those in 
need.  This year St. Paul’s youth traveled to St. Croix, USVI to visit our sis-
ter parish, St. Peter’s.  The main component of the mission was Christian 
Unity.  As our two parishes grow in relationship, we can begin to find ways 
where we can serve together and alongside one another.  

 
Foyer Groups 
Foyer groups have been a big hit. We have four groups with twelve people 
in each group.  Foyer groups are asked to meet at least six times a year for 
a meal.  There is joy in strengthening our community through the practice of 
small groups and offering a safe place for Newcomers to engage and grow 
in relationships with other parishioners. 

 

Annual Parish Retreat 
The Annual Fall Parish Retreat at beautiful Camp McDowell is an intergen-
erational event which is fun for all who attend.  It provides a fellowship op-
portunity in a relaxing and peaceful setting.  Our Annual Parish Retreat of-
fers an excellent spiritual recharging for all attendees.  
 

“I truly love that we have an accepting  
atmosphere.  I enjoy the community 

 activities as well as ALL church get-togethers…. 
I think St. Paul’s is a strong parish with  

an incredible church family” 
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Outreach 
 

 
Some of the primary outreach efforts sponsored directly by St. Paul’s are: 
 

Little Friends School 
St. Paul’s operates a school for infants through 4 year olds in the Gamble House across the 
street from the Church. It is attended by a cross-section of the community, the majority of whom 
are not members of our parish.  Education has a spiritual emphasis. Each Wednesday morning 
at 9:30, Little Friends students attend Chapel at St. Paul’s.  
 

Christian Outreach Alliance 
The Christian Outreach Alliance is a non-profit corporation formed under the leadership of The 
Reverend John Bagby, a former rector of St. Paul’s.  It operates a Food Pantry and is governed 
by a board appointed by its member churches, Church Street United Methodist Church, First 
Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal  Church, and others.  
 
Approximately 50 volunteers work at the Food Pantry, and nearly half of those are members of 
St. Paul’s.  Every week the volunteers pack food bags on Wednesday afternoons and distribute 
the food on Thursday mornings.  Approximately 11,000 bags of food are distributed each year. 

 
Weaver-Parrish Charitable Trust 
Clara-Weaver Parrish, a noted artist and member of St. Paul’s, died in 1925.  In her will she left 
a perpetual charitable trust and named the Wardens and Vestry of St. Paul’s Selma as Trustee.  
The purposes of the trust is to provide relief to qualifying poor and needy citizens residing in Dal-
las County, Alabama, through local 501(c)(3) organizations.  The Vestry approves the appoint-
ment of members of St. Paul’s to an Executive Committee that supervises financial and legal as-
pects of the trust, and a Grants Committee that advises the awarding of the grants. The Execu-
tive Committee sets the budget and the Grants Committee screens and interviews applicants to 
determine the recipients and amount for each.  Over the past several years, approximately 
$200,000 per year has been awarded. 

 
Other outreach activities include: 
 
 Advent Food Boxes   Missions to our companion diocese of Haiti 
 Angel Tree    Prayer Shawl Group 
 Bloom House    Sawyerville 
 Family Resource Center  Support of El Hogar orphans in Honduras 
 Jail Ministry 

“Feed My Sheep” 
Wherever God’s work is being done in our community you will find  
St. Paul’s parishioners actively involved.  They are volunteers, and  

frequently leaders, in almost every charitable organization or effort in 
Dallas County and surrounding areas, as well as on the state level. 
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Outreach Our  New Rector 
 

 
After thoughtful prayer and consideration, our St. Paul’s family has 
identified the qualities desired in the new rector.  We seek a rector 
who is “compassionate,” “approachable,” and “spiritual,” and one 
who will provide pastoral care for our people.  
 

In the words of our parishioners: 
 
 
“The new rector should reach out to all groups within the 
church—children, youth, young adults, middle-age adults, and 
senior adults.” 
 
“I believe our rector should be highly visible and engaged in all 
aspects of parish life, and in the community.” 
 
“Someone enthusiastic for Selma.” 
 
“Someone who is ecumenical, and compassionate and takes 
time to get to know the entire parish and community” 
 
“I would like to see the new rector be an effective manager and 
counselor” 
 
“Someone that is a well-rounded, dynamic person.” 
 
“We need someone who can truly love each one of us at St. 
Paul’s, ‘a shepherd who is dedicated to each of his sheep’. We 
need a priest who is an example of the dedication to service and 
a devotion to our Lord.” 
 
“I believe our rector should be highly visible and engaged in all 
aspects of parish life, and in the community.” 
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St. Paul’s Facts and Finance 
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St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
 

210 Lauderdale Street 
P. O. Box 1306, Selma, Alabama 36702 

The Most Rev. Michael Curry Presiding Bishop, ECUSA 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop  
The Rev. Henry Hudson, Locum Tenens 

 
VESTRY 

Ralph Hobbs—Senior Warden 
Urban Friday—Junior Warden 

 
              Dec. 31, 2018    Dec. 31, 2019 

                             Gina Blackwell    Harry Gamble 
                             Urban Friday    Jill Mange 
                          Ralph Hobbs    Chris Searcy 
  Becky Youngblood   Paul Garner 
 

           Dec. 31, 2020 

         Rebecca Bearden 
        Dottie Dennis 
        Henry Moore 
        Allen Reeves 
    

 Stephen Posey - Clerk of the Vestry 
William Trippe - Parish Treasurer 

 

PARISH LAY MINISTRIES 
Jill Mange - Lay Readers' Coordinator 
Jill Mange - Flower Guild Coordinator 

Candi Duncan, Eddie Joyce Sexton - Altar Guild Coordinators 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Patti Turner - Organist 

Mary Helen Smith - Parish Administrator 
Rachel Colley - Director, Little Friends School 

Andrea Houston - Sexton 
Marzetta Tolbert - Housekeeper  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Monday through Thursday 

Office Telephone (334) 874-8421  
 Fax (334) 875-7457 

Gamble House Telephone 875-1354 
Email: parish@stpaulselma.org 
www.stpaulsselma.dioala.org 
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Selma Community 
 

Welcome to Selma, the beautiful and friendly town situated on a 
bluff high above the Alabama River. 
 
The City of Selma was founded in 1820, two years after Dallas 
County, by a group led by William Rufus King, the only Alabamian 
to ever be elected Vice President of the United States.  The city 
boasts the largest historic district in Alabama, with many of its 
over 1200 structures dating back to the 1800's.  The name 
“Selma” came from one of King’s favorite Ossian poems, The 
Song of Selma. Selma means “high seat” or “throne”, which is fit-
ting since Selma became the seat of Dallas County in 1866. Visi-
tors from all over the world come to visit sites throughout the com-
munity including four museums, Civil War sites and Voting Rights 
landmarks, the famous Edmund Pettus Bridge and the Selma to 
Montgomery National Historic Trail. 
 
Located in west central Alabama, Selma is approximately 45 
miles west of Montgomery, the state capital.  City population is 
about 20,000 and Selma is the largest city in Dallas County with a 
city/county population of approximately 43,500.  It is a medical, 
professional, and trade area for several surrounding counties.  
There are regional airports located close by in Montgomery (45 
miles away) and Birmingham (90 miles away). 
 
The city and county have a diversified industrial and business 
base and are home to some 100 manufacturing facilities, employ-
ing thousands of workers.  Agriculture and timber continue as im-
portant parts of the economy. 
 
The Selma Public Library houses thousands of volumes in its 
10,000 square foot building and features a thriving children’s divi-
sion. 
 
The Arts community is alive and well in Selma.  Noted author and 
“tale-teller” Kathryn Tucker Windham made her home here.  En-
tertainment is on-going all year with art shows, plays, festivals, 
historic home pilgrimages, a fair, and parades. 
 
Visit the Chamber of Commerce site at: www.selmaalabama.com.
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For information on the Diocese of Alabama 

Visit the website: 

www.dioala.org 

+John McKee Sloan 
   Bishop of Alabama 
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We are St. Paul’s Selma 
 


