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Saint	Peter’s	Episcopal	Church	welcomes	you…	This	parish	
profile	has	been	compiled	to	give	prospective	candidates	for	the	rectorship	of	St.	Peter’s	
Episcopal	Church,	as	well	as	new	members	and	interested	others,	an	overview	of	our	

parish	life.	
	
	

	
	

	
	

St.	Peter’s	Mission	-	To	joyfully	worship	God,	preach	the	gospel,	and	love	one	another…	
	

302	N.	Carey	Street	Plant	City,	Florida	
Web:	www.stpetersplantcity.com	

Facebook:	St.	Peter’s	Episcopal	Church	of	Plant	City	Fl.	
Twitter:	@StPetersPC	
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St.	Peter’s	has	been	worshipping	and	serving	our	risen	Lord	in	Plant	City	since	1890.			
						
We	 come	 together	 as	 a	 community	 to	 celebrate	 our	 most	 hallowed	 obligation	 to	 God,	
through	 our	 worship	 of	 Him.	 	Our	 church	 is	 of	 gothic	 design	 that	 exudes	 an	 enduring	
respect	for	the	character	of	our	English	roots	and	traditions.	 
	

	
	
We	 are	 members	 of	 the	 Episcopal	 Church,	 tracing	 its	 heritage	 from	 the	 English	
Reformation	of	the	16th	century,	through	colonial	times	and	the	Revolutionary	War	and	to	
the	present	day.			
	
Much	 of	 the	 information	 has	 been	 drawn	
from	 a	 confidential	 Parish	 Profile	 Survey	
as	 well	 as	 data	 provided	 from	 several	
parishioners	 from	 our	 congregation.		
Special	 thanks	 to	 the	 following	
parishioners:	Starr	Anderson,	Chris	&	Jane	
Bender,	Mike	&	Patti	Booher,	 John	Bunch,	
Sarah	 Dean,	 Marion	 Gatliff,	 Jennifer	
Hamilton,	Dr.	 Felix	Haynes,	 Fred	 Johnson,	
Fr.	 Barry	 Kubler,	 Jefferson	 Lake,	 our	
parishioners,	 our	 Search	 Committee	 and	
many	 others	 for	 their	 valued	
contributions.		
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Plant	City	Community	
	
The	city	of	Plant	City	 is	geographically	 located	 in	 the	middle	of	 the	west	coast	of	Florida,	
approximately	25	miles	east	of	Tampa,	immediately	west	of	Lakeland,	and	70	miles	west	of	
Orlando.	Plant	City	is	located	in	northeast	Hillsborough	County,	which	is	the	fourth	largest	
county	in	Florida.	

	

The	city	limits	comprise	28.43	square	miles,	and	include	38,938	residents	as	of	the	latest	
population	 estimate.	 The	 city	 has	 adopted	 the	 theme	 of	 “Embracing	 the	 Future,	 While	
Preserving	 the	 Past”	 as	 it	 captures	 the	 residents	 desire	 to	 adapt	 and	 plan	 for	 expected	
growth,	while	protecting	the	enduring	assets	and	hometown	charm	of	Plant	City.	

The	 Hillsborough	 County	 School	 system,	 eighth	 largest	 in	 the	
United	States,	currently	serves	over	200,000	students.		Plant	City	
has	12	elementary	schools,	3	middle	schools,	and	3	high	schools.	
Hillsborough	 Community	 College	 has	 a	 Plant	 City	 campus	
offering	 associate	 degree	 &	 career/	 technical	 courses.	 USF,	
Florida	Polytechnic,	South	Eastern	&	Gulf	Coast	University	are	all	
within	easy	reach	from	Plant	City.		
	

	

						

	

Plant	 City	is	 known	 as	 the	 winter	 strawberry	 capital	 of	 the	
world,	producing	over	three	quarters	of	midwinter	strawberries	
for	 the	 United	 States.	 Plant	 City	 hosts	 the	
annual	Florida	Strawberry	 Festival	 in	 early	 March,	 which	 is	
attended	 by	 people	 from	 all	 over	 the	 United	 States	 as	 well	 as	
many	people	from	around	the	world.	

	
While	 churches	 of	 varied	 denominations	 exist	 within	 Plant	 City,	 we	 believe	 St.	 Peter’s	
Episcopal	Church	has	much	to	offer	those	seeking	to	further	their	walk	with	Christ.			
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Parish	History	
	

In	 1889,	 four	 years	 after	 the	 incorporation	 of	 Plant	 City,	 the	 Episcopal	 Church	
purchased	property	on	the	Southeast	corner	of	Wheeler	and	Mahoney	Streets.	
	
In	1902,	the	Rev.	JH	Weddell	originally	
founded	 St	 Peter’s	 as	 a	 mission	 of	
Trinity	 Church,	 Thonotosassa,	 FL.	 In	
1908,	the	current	nave	was	erected	at	
a	 cost	 of	 $2,500;	 and	 JH	 Wedell	
oversaw	its	construction.	The	mission	
officially	 became	 a	 self-supporting	
parish	 in	 1969	 when	 the	 Diocese	 of	
Southwest	 Florida	 was	 created	 from	
the	 Diocese	 of	 South	 Florida.	 	 We’ve	
served	our	risen	Lord	since	1889.		 	
	
At	 the	 first	 convention	of	 this	new	diocese,	St	Peter’s	Episcopal	Church	was	admitted	 to	
parish	status	and	the	Rev.	Richard	F.	Johnson	became	the	first	Rector.	
	
From	 1975-1989,	 while	 the	 Rev.	 Grayson	 Garvin	 was	 Rector,	 a	 new	 rectory	 was	
purchased;	the	bell	tower	and	balcony	were	built;	and	the	Zimmer	pipe	organ	was	custom	
built.	In	1985,	the	north	and	south	transepts	were	added,	and	the	church	was	remodeled	
to	be	a	cruciform	and	a	High	Altar	was	added.	The	cruciform	was	accomplished	by	literally	
cutting	the	church	building	in	half,	pulling	it	apart	and	adding	new	transepts.	The	Corpus	
Christi	and	Lady	chapels	were	built	in	the	old	part	of	the	sanctuary	and	the	north	transept,	
respectively.	
	
During	 the	 tenure	 of	 the	 Rev.	 Lester	 Durst,	 from	 1995-2002,	 the	 cypress	 siding	 was	
replaced	on	the	church;	Whitney	Hall	and	the	parish	hall	were	refurbished.	The	parish	hall	
was	 renamed	 Bender	 Hall,	 after	 our	 beloved	 parishioners,	 Jack	 &	 Emily	 Bender.	 The	
Hargrave	House	was	remodeled;	a	Youth	House	was	purchased	allowing	the	youth	to	have	
both	a	dedicated	space	and	the	parking	area	to	be	extended.	A	youth	minister	was	hired	
and	the	Zimmer	organ	was	refurbished	and	augmented.	
	
The	 Rev.	 Dr.	 Thomas	 Thoeni	 served	 as	 Rector	 from	 2003	 -	 2018.	 	 During	 his	 tenure,	 a	
children’s	 chapel	 service	 was	 begun	 with	 age-appropriate	 instruction	 based	 on	 the	
church’s	liturgy	from	the	Book	of	Common	Prayer.	Efforts	grew	in	outreach	with	St	Peter’s	
adopting	Woodrow	Wilson	Elementary	School	through	our	Backpack	for	School	ministry.	
St.	Peter’s	also	underwent	significant	upgrades	 to	 the	buildings	and	grounds	 including	a	
new	roof,	siding,	covered	walkway,	and	a	completely	renovated	Bender	Hall.		
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Worship	
	

The	Lord’s	Altar	is	the	focal	point	as	we	come	together	in	Communion	to	celebrate	our	
most	hallowed	obligation	to	God,	our	worship	of	Him.	Our	sanctuary	is	of	gothic	design,	
exuding	warm	light	through	stained	glass	 in	enduring	respect	 for	the	character	of	our	
English	roots	and	traditions.	
	

	

The	Seasons	of	 the	Church	Calendar	are	
our	guide	as	we	celebrate	the	important	
events	 and	 aspects	 in	 the	 continual	
yearly	review	of	the	Gospel	Story.		
	
Linens	 and	 vessels	 for	 use	 in	 the	
celebration	 of	 The	 Eucharist	 have	 been	
lovingly	prepared	and	placed	at	the	altar	
by	 the	 Altar	 Guild.	 Services	 have	 been	
orchestrated,	 bulletins	 printed	 and	 in	
place,	 announcements	 and	 prayers	
compiled	 and	 volunteers	 notified.		 Lay	
members	 (adults,	 children	 and	 families)	
are	positioned	at	our	red	doors	greeting	
each	 person	 with	 warm	 Southern	
hospitality,	 ready	 to	 assist	 churchgoers	
with	 information	 on	 the	 day’s	 service	
and	 to	 answer	 questions	 about	 ongoing	
and	 special	 events.	 We	 attend	 to	 those	
with	 special	 needs	 and	 provide	
instruction	 and	 information	 to	
newcomers,	assuring	all	feel	at	home.		
					 

Services	 are	 preceded	 with	 reverent	 quiet	 time	 intended	 for	 prayer,	 reflection	 and	
preparation	for	a	personal	and	meaningful	worship	experience.	Sacred,	historic	hymns	
led	 by	 our	 choir	 are	 blended	 with	 majestic	 notes	 flowing	 from	 our	 Zimmer	 organ.	
Beautifully	crafted	language	and	ancient	rituals	maintain	the	connection	back	through	
the	ages	to	the	apostolic	roots	of	the	first	century	church.		Thought	provoking	sermons	
are	crafted	and	delivered	by	our	priest	to	bring	the	Gospel	to	life,	making	relevant	our	
own	lives	with	current	culture.	
	
With	guilt	and	fear	assuaged	and	hope	renewed,	a	sense	of	joy	is	present	throughout	the	
congregation	as	we	leave	the	service,	carrying	us	forward	into	our	weekly	lives	and	
routines	with	anticipation	of	making	life	better,	and	with	an	eagerness	to	be	back	in	this	
place.	
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Liturgy	
	

	

Acolytes	 –	 Our	 acolytes	 assist	 in	 our	
worship	 services	 by	 carrying	 the	
processional	 cross,	 lighting	 candles,	
holding	 the	 gospel	 book,	 swinging	 the	
censer,	and	assisting	the	deacon	or	priest	
in	 the	 setup	 and	 clean	 up	 of	 the	 altar	
during	 the	 Eucharist.	 They	 may	 also	
serve	as	Crucifer	or	Thurifer.		

	
Ushers	–	Responsible	for	providing	that	critical	first	impression,	are	positioned	at	
our	red	doors	greeting	and	assisting	each	person	with	warm	Southern	hospitality.		
	
Altar	 Guild	 –	 The	 Altar	 Guild	 at	 St.	
Peter’s	 works	 in	 teams	 with	 each	
being	 responsible	 for	 setting	 up	 for	
the	 Sunday	 services	 as	 well	 as	 any	
additional	 special	 services	 during	 the	
week.		The	Guild	is	well	known	for	the	
beautifully	 creative	 decorations	 they	
provide	in	the	church	in	celebration	of	
Christ	 throughout	 the	 seasons	 of	 the	
Church.		 	

Eucharistic	Ministers	–	The	Eucharistic	Ministers	 are	 a	 very	dedicated	group	of	
laity	who	serve	by	reading	the	Bible	lessons	and	assisting	in	the	Holy	Eucharist.		
	

	

Choir	–	St.	Peter’s	is	blessed	to	have	an	
extremely	 gifted	 organist/choirmaster	
on	 staff	 working	 to	 grow	 Music	
Ministry	 by	 providing	 the	 highest	
possible	 quality	 of	 worship	 music	 for	
the	 10:30am	 Choral	 Eucharist	 service.		
This	 wonderful	 ministry	 provides	 our	
congregation	 with	 strong	 hymn	
leadership,	 creative	service	music,	 and	
sensitive	 performances	 of	 quality	
music	literature	of	varying	styles.	
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Christian	Education	
	

Christian	formation	is	not	complete	at	the	moment	one	believes	in	the	Good	News	of	
Jesus,	 nor	 once	 an	 infant	 is	 baptized.	 	 It	 is	 a	 lifelong	 process	 of	 knowing	 and	 being	
known,	of	maturing	in	our	ability	to	follow	the	leading	of	the	Holy	Spirit.			
	
Led	 by	 the	 Right	 Reverend	 Dabney	 Smith	
within	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Southwest	 Florida;	 St.	
Peter’s	 offers	 age-appropriate	 processes	 for	
lifelong	 Christian	 learning	 that	 are	 effective	
for	each	level	of	spiritual	maturity.		Preschool	
children	 are	 immersed	 in	 a	 nurturing	
environment	in	which	they	learn	the	story	of	
God	in	the	Bible	through	story,	music,	art	and	
play.	 	They	transition	through	middle	school	
years	 learning	 the	 broader	 implications	 of	
our	faith.		In	their	high	school	years,	they	are	
taught	how	to	share	and	defend	their	faith	in	
today’s	 culture,	 preparing	 them	 for	 life	 free	
from	 parental	 authority.	 Adults	 and	 seniors	
are	 offered	 opportunities	 to	 maintain	 and	
advance	their	lifelong	journey	in	learning	and	
ministry.		
	

	

All	that	come	through	our	doors	are	provided	a	welcoming,	open-minded	environment,	
sensitive	to	all	presuppositions,	expectations	and	needs;	a	place	where	matters	of	faith	
are	explored	and	reconciled,	a	place	where	God	is	found.	
	
Youth	Truth	Walkers	–	All	youth	ages	two	through	fifth	grade	meet	weekly	in	between	
services	in	Bender	Hall	providing	activity	based	learning	opportunities.		
	
Adult	 Pathfinders	 –	 Tailored	 more	 for	 our	 adult	 parishioners,	 providing	 thought	
provoking	 discussion;	 Pathfinders	 meets	 weekly	 in	 between	 services	 to	 develop	 a	
deeper	understanding	of	Christ.			
	
Weekly	Men’s	&	Sarah	Josepha	Women’s	Bible	Study	–	These	groups	gather	weekly	in	
fellowship	and	prayer	exploring	various	 topics	of	Christianity	 through	Biblical	 studies;	
grasping	a	deeper	understanding	of	God	through	His	Word.	
	
Vacation	 Bible	 School	 –	 St.	 Peter’s	 facilitates	 summer	 vacation	 bible	 school	 for	 any	
youth	 between	 four	 and	 ten	 years.	 	 The	 theme	 for	 2019	 is	 “Athens”,	 a	 VBS	 program	
detailing	Paul’s	dangerous	journey	he	took	to	share	the	life	changing	truth	of	God’s	love.				



	 9	

Outreach	
Saint	Peter’s	Church	believes	that	all	people	are	children	of	God.	God	wants	us	to	know	and	
love	him	and	each	other.	 	We	share	our	love	for	God,	and	for	each	other,	with	our	greater	
community,	living	our	lives	together	and	sharing	our	passions.	A	sampling	of	the	wonderful	
outreach	ministries	we	support	include…		

Plant	 City	 Empty	 Bowls	 Project	 –	 Men	
from	 St.	 Peter’s	 participated	 in	 the	 2018	
Empty	 Bowls	 Project	 benefitting	 the	 Plant	
City	 Food	 Bank,	 creating	 awareness	 of	
hunger	 needs	 within	 our	 community.		
Working	 onsite,	 representatives	 from	
Heaven’s	 Kitchen	 cooked	 up	 a	 batch	 of	
Virginia	 style	Brunswick	 Stew.	 This	 Conner	
family	recipe	was	featured	within	St.	Peter’s	
100	Years	of	Cooking	Cookbook.	

	
Backpacks	for	Schools	–	Parishioners	donate	all	the	school	essentials	for	worthy	students.		

	

Outreach	 Baskets	 –	 Through	 the	
continued	 generosity	 of	 our	 cherished	
parishioners,	 St.	 Peter’s	 continues	 our	
important	ministry	of	outreach	within	the	
Plant	City	community.	St.	Peter’s	provided	
Thanksgiving	 and	 Christmas	 baskets	
stuffed	 with	 all	 of	 the	 fixings	 including	
beautiful	 handmade	 quilts,	 cleaning	
supplies	&	 sundries	 to	 shut-ins	 and	other	
families	 living	 within	 our	 immediate	
community	who	are	in	need.	
					 

Health	 for	Homeless	 Veterans	 –	 Parishioners	 donate	 personal	 care	 items	&	 sundries	 to	
Lakeland	Veterans’	Clinic	Outreach	Program	for	homeless	veterans.		
Team	Mercy	 -	Our	 devoted	 Prayer	Ministry	
manages	the	process	for	receiving	and	acting	
on	 requests	 from	 our	 parishioners,	 being	
confidentially	 vigilant	 for	 their	
needs.	Maintains	an	awareness	of	our	lonely,	
the	 sick	 and	 shut-in	 parishioners	 and	 their	
loved	 ones.		 Provides	 caring	 support	 and	
contact	 with	 parishioners	 who	 are	
experiencing	 bereavement.	 Team	 Mercy	
collaborates	with	other	St.	Peter’s	ministries	
providing	 extending	 services	 to	 those	
parishioners	who	may	be	in	need.		 	
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Parish	Life	&	Fellowship	
St.	 Peter’s	 has	 a	 number	 of	 on-going	 and	 popular	 annual	 In-Reach	 events	 that	
serve	 to	 promote	 and	 celebrate	 our	 parish	 life	 and	 fellowship	 together.	 The	
following	are	just	a	few	examples	of	these	special	ministries	of	fellowship…	
	

	

Engage	 Café	 –	 All	 ages	 gather	 for	
supper	 each	 Wednesday	 evening	 in	
the	parish	hall	during	the	school	year	
for	 a	 good	 home-cooked	 meal	
provided	by	various	parishioners	and	
groups	 within	 our	 parish.	 These	
suppers	 are	 a	 well-attended	 time	 of	
fellowship	 and	 education	 for	 the	
entire	family	as	various	programs	and	
Compline	follow	supper.		
						

	
Single	 Ladies	 Dinner	 –	 St.	 Peter’s	 own	
Heaven’s	Kitchen	pulls	out	all	of	the	stops	
to	put	on	a	special	event	celebrating	all	of	
the	 single	 ladies	 of	 St.	 Peter’s	 Church.		
Previous	 events’	 menu	 included	 Pear	
Pecan	 &	 Feta	 Salad,	 Short	 Ribs,	 Seared	
Scallops,	 and	 Spiraled	 Beets	 with	 Ice	
Cream	 &	 Strawberries	 Amaretto	 for	
Dessert!	 	

	

 

Christmas	Pageant	 –Christmas	 is	one	
of	 the	 most	 important	 festivals	 in	
Christianity.	 It	 is	 a	 celebration	 of	 this	
amazing	 and	 strange	 event	 that	
happened	–	God	became	a	human	baby	
and	was	born,	 just	 like	we	were	born.	
Each	 year,	 shepherds,	 wise	 men,	
angels,	and	barn	animals	of	every	sort	
come	 together	 to	 re-enact	 the	
Christmas	Story.	
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Church	Properties	
	
Driving	onto	our	properties	evokes	feelings	of	reverence	and	belonging;	a	place	that	
is	 safe,	 clean,	 secure	 and	 beautiful.	 	 Our	 landscape	 is	 inviting,	 well	 designed	 for	
efficient	 and	 cost	 effective	 maintenance;	 it	 displays	 the	 beauty	 of	 our	 native	
subtropical	climate.				
	
Hargrave	Office	–	On	premises	&	opposite	the	sanctuary,	is	our	St.	Peter’s	church	
office.		This	former	home	has	been	converted	to	the	church	office	space	including	a	
Rector’s	study,	secretary	and	treasurer	offices,	library	room	&	conference	room.		

	
Church	 –	 In	 1953,	 the	 church	 was	
relocated	 to	 its	 current	 location	 from	 the	
corner	 of	 Mahoney	 and	 Wheeler	 Street.		
During	 early	 1980’s,	 Our	 sanctuary	
underwent	major	 renovations,	 installing	a	
custom	built	Zimmer	organ,	bell	tower	and	
North	 and	 South	 Transepts.	 For	 over	 one	
hundred	years,	St.	Peter’s	Church	has	been	
serving	our	risen	Lord,	 inspiring	others	to	
further	their	walk	with	Christ.	 
						 	

						

	

Rectory	 –	 Built	 in	 2003	 and	 located	
on	 the	 edge	 of	 Plant	 City’s	 Historical	
District;	 this	 four	 bedroom	 two	 bath	
home	 includes	 separate	 upstairs	
visitor	 suite.	 The	 Rectory	 is	
undergoing	 renovations	 including	
carpeting,	 interior	and	exterior	paint,	
appliances,	irrigation	&	landscaping.		
						

	
Davenport	House	–	Located	directly	across	
from	Bender	Hall	on	the	corner	of	Baker	&	
Carey	 streets.	 This	 facility	 is	 undergoing	
extensive	upgrades.	This	structure	 is	being	
converted	 to	 a	 multi-purpose	 venue;	
upgrades	include	an	enclosed	patio	with	air	
conditioning.		Currently	it	is	used	for	Men’s	
Bible	Study,		 	
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Leadership	
	

	 	 	
	

Staff	
Bishop	of	Southwest	Florida	-	The	Right	Rev.	Dabney	Smith	

Interim	Supply	Priest	-	The	Rev.	Barry	P.	Kubler	
Deacon	–	The	Rev.	Deacon	Ray	Perica	

Verger	–	Eda	Snyder	
Parish	Administrator	–	Sarah	Dean	
Organist/Choirmaster	–	Helen	Jones	
Nursery	Attendant	–	Darlene	Nelson	

Treasurer	–	Mike	Booher	
Assistant	Treasurer	–	Mary	Alice	Steinke	
Men’s	Bible	Study	Director	–	Chris	Bender	
Path	Finder	Director	–	Wayne	Parrish	

Sarah	Josepha	Women’s	Bible	Study	Director	–	Jane	Bender	
Truth	Walker	Co-Director	–	Cindy	Gutowski	
Truth	Walker	Co-Director	-	Tammy	Johnson	

	
Vestry	

Senior	Warden	-	Mark	Hamilton	
Junior	Warden	-	Mark	Conner	
Secretary	-	Margaret	Stevens	

Chris	Bender	 	 Cynthia	Crumpton	
Ron	Everett	 	 Bruce	Nichols	
Toni	Nettles	 	 Frankie	Wilson	
	 	 	

Search	Committee	
Search	Committee	Chair	-	Dr.	Felix	Haynes	

Sandy	Black	 	 Patti	Booher	
Craig	Davidson	 Carolyn	Durst	 Katie	Hamilton	
Diana	Johnson	 Fred	Johnson	 Glenn	Mathias	

Jefferson	Lake	(alt)	 Maureen	Nichols	(alt)	 Ashley	Stevens	(alt)	
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Parish	Finances	
						
Stewardship	 –	 Annually	 each	 fall,	 the	 parish	 conducts	 a	 stewardship	 campaign;	 the	
campaign	has	historically	kicked-off	at	the	Fall	Family	Festival,	usually	in	late	October,	and	
ends	 with	 the	 presentation	 of	 the	 pledge	 card	 at	 our	 Mardi	 Gras	 celebration.	 Our	
parishioners	 continually	 donate	 their	 Time,	 Talent	 and	 Treasure	 to	 further	 specific	
missions	supported	by	St.	Peter’s	Episcopal	Church.	
	
Diocesan	 Loan	 –	 The	 parish	 has	 an	 outstanding	 mortgage	 with	 the	 Diocese	 of	
approximately	 $40,000	 as	 of	 April	 2019.	 	 Monthly	 payments	 of	 principal	 and	 interest	
continue	to	be	made.		
	
Endowment	Funds	–	St.	Peter’s	Episcopal	is	honored	to	have	received	gifts	and	bequests	
from	multiple	donors	for	the	long-term	support	of	the	church's	mission.		
	
● Pou	Scholarship	Fund	–	This	is	a	$205,000	designated	fund.		The	earnings	from	it	

are	 used	 to	 provide	 scholarships	 for	 parishioners	 seeking	 post	 high-school	
education	(either	college	or	trade	school).			Scholarships	are	awarded	annually	in	
May,	prior	to	the	start	of	the	new	academic	school	year.		

● Maida	 Pou	 Building	 Maintenance	 Fund	 –	 This	 is	 a	 $265,000	 fund	 invested	 in	
mutual	 funds	with	earnings	being	earmarked	 for	 the	ongoing	maintenance	of	 the	
church	facilities.		

● Memorial	 Funds	 –	 The	 fund	 has	 accumulated	 approximately	 $15,000	 from	
donations	honoring	special	projects	in	memory	of	relatives	of	parishioners.		

● Other	Funds	–	There	are	several	other	miscellaneous	funds	totaling	around	$7,500,	
that	 have	 been	 established	 for	 various	 activities	 ranging	 from	 funding	 Youth	
retreats,	Adult	Sunday	School	and	refurbishment	of	our	Zimmer	organ.	

St.	Peter’s	2018	Financial	Summary		
Number	of	signed	Pledging	Units:	 42	

Total	dollar	amount	Pledges:	 $144,130	
	 	

Revenues:	 	
Operating	Revenue:	 $253,294	

Non-Operating	Revenue:	 $132,747	
Total	Revenues:	 $386,041	

Expenses:	 	
Operating	Expense:	 $294,290	

Non-Operating	Expense:	 $99,905	
Total	Expense:	 $394,195	

	 	
Total	Cash:	 $175,462	

Total	Investments	 $572,058	
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Demographics	of	St.	Peter’s	Congregation	
	

	 	 	
	

St.	Peter’s	2018	Parochial	Report	
Members	reported	last	year:	 543	

Increase:	 19	
Decrease:	 8	

Total	Baptized	Members:	 554	
Adult	Communicants	in	Good	Standing:	 289	
Youth	Communicants	in	Good	Standing:	 12	
Total	Communicants	in	Good	Standing:	 301	

Others	who	are	active:	 151	
Average	Sunday	Attendance:	 103	

Weekday	Daily	Office:	 6	
Easter	Sunday	Attendance:	 264	

Weekday	Eucharists:	 55	
Private	Eucharists:		 28	

Marriages:	 1	
Burials:	 5	

Baptisms:	 2	
Received	by	the	Bishop:	 19	
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St.	Peter’s	2019	Parish	Survey	Results	
(64	Parishioners	Responding)	

						
Ages:	 Previous	Church	Background:	
20-29	Years	–	0%	 Episcopal	moved	to	area	–	30%	
30-39	Years	–	11%	 Episcopal	came	from	other	parish	–	25%	
40-49	Years	–	3%	 Main-Line	Protestant	–	23%	
50-59	Years	–	17%	 None	–	8%	
60-69	Years	–	31%	 Roman	Catholic	–	6%	
+70	Years	–	31%	 Other	–	8%	
	 	

St.	Peter’s	Education:	 #	Years	Attending	St.	Peter’s:	
High	School	Graduate	–	11%	 5	&	Under	–	27%	
Some	college	–	25%	 6-10	Years	–	10%	
Bachelor	Degree	–	39%	 11-20	Years	–	20%	
Graduate	Degree	or	Higher	–	25%	 21-30	Years	–	9%	
	 Over	30	–	34%	
	 	

What	St.	Peter’s	does	right:	 What	St.	Peter’s	could	do	better:	
1.	Welcome	newcomers	 1.	Youth	&	Children’s	Programs	
2.	Fellowship	 2.	Increased	Community	Involvement	
3.	Liturgy	 3.	Communication	
4.	Outreach	 4.	Single	Young	Adult	Programs		
5.	Assist	others	in	need	 5.	Marketing	&	Public	Relations	
	 	

Attitudes	towards	Social	Issues:	 Importance	of	the	Ministries	of	our	Parish:		
1.		Not	return	church	to	“Good	old	days”	 1.		Sunday	Service	
2.		Supportive	of	a	woman	Rector	 2.		Sunday	Liturgy	
3.		Supportive	of	same	sex	unions	 3.		Preaching	
4.		Be	more	active	of	social	issues	 4.		Fellowship	
5.		Supportive	of	Diocese	social	policies	 5.		Pastoral	Care	
	 	

Important	Pastoral	Specialties:	 Ideal	Rector	Characteristics:	
1.		Pastor	 1.		Tends	to	be	comforting	and	assuring	
2.		Preacher	 2.		Relies	on	strong	sense	of	direction	
3.		Teacher	 3.		Ability	to	delegate,	empower	others	
4.		Crisis	Minister	 4.		Meets	each	situation	as	it	arises	
5.		Spiritual	Guide	 5.		In	social	functions,	sparks	discussion	
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The	Future	of	St.	Peter’s	Episcopal	Church	
	

	

	
As	 we	 began	 the	 search	 for	 a	 new	
rector;	 the	 Vestry,	 Search	 Committee,	
and	 parishioners	 took	 time	 to	 reflect	
and	 plan	 our	 parish	 life,	 remembering	
our	 past,	 acknowledging	 the	 present,	
but	 most	 importantly	 focusing	 on	 our	
future.	 Our	 goal	 is	 to	 provide	 a	
meaningful	 place	 to	 worship	 God,	
opportunities	to	grow	in	the	knowledge	
of	 Christ;	 strengthening	 stewardship;	
and	 provide	 exceptional	 pastoral	 care	
under	the	guidance	of	our	new	Rector.	
	
In	 moving	 toward	 these	 goals,	 it	 is	
important	for	the	rector	of	St.	Peter’s	to	
possess	 demonstrative	 skills	 in	 leading	
Sunday	 worship	 services	 while	
attending	 to	 the	 spiritual	 needs	 of	 our	
parish;	 further	 develop	 innovative	
Christian	 education.	 This	 congregation	
is	ready	to	welcome	a	new	Rector	who,	
with	 God’s	 help,	will	 inspire	 and	 guide	
our	beloved	parish	to	attain	the	mission	
and	 goals	 we’ve	 set	 for	 St.	 Peter’s	
Episcopal	Church.			

	
While	churches	of	many	denominations	exist	in	Plant	City,	there	are	still	many	citizens	within	
our	 community	who	 seek	 a	 closer	 connection	with	 Christ.	 	We	 believe	 that	many	 of	 these	
citizens	are	waiting	 for	our	call;	 as	 such	we	strive	 to	be	a	 loving,	 liberating,	and	 life-giving	
congregation.		
						

Our	Episcopal	tradition	encourages	each	of	us	to	go	forth	into	this	world…	Don’t	be	afraid...	
Don’t	be	ashamed	to	be	people	of	love...	And	go	forth	into	this	world	and	help	us	to	change	
our	lives	into	the	dream	that	God	intends.	
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Application	Deadline:		Friday,	September	6,	2019	
		

Please	submit	the	following	materials:	
Resume/CV	
Cover	letter	
Updated	OTM	profile	
Two	clergy	reference	letters	
One	lay	reference	letter	

		
Please	email	all	documents	in	PDF	format	to:	

The	Rev.	Canon	Richard	Norman	
Canon	to	the	Ordinary	
The	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Southwest	Florida	
rnorman@episcopalswfl.org	
941.556.0315	ext.978	
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