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AMIS - Atlanta Ministry with International Students - Contact Irene 
Wong, irene@amis-inc.org, website - www.amis-inc.org

AMIS (Atlanta Ministry with International Students) is getting ready to WELCOME and 
CONNECT international students and scholars to FRIENDS in the Greater Atlanta area.  We 
invite you to join us at the 42nd Annual Welcome Concert & Reception on Saturday, September 
21 at 2-4 pm at Spelman College Sister's Chapel, featuring the Morehouse College Glee Club. 
Sign up at amis-inc.org/reception.  In addition, we need you to sign up to offer friendship and 
hospitality to a new international student through our Amigo Friendship Program.  We will 
match you with an international college or graduate student from a school, country, or continent 
of your preference and we ask that you meet at least once for a meal, event, or outing.  You can 
invite them to something you are already doing. Then, continue the friendship as you both have 
time and opportunity.  International students can be lonely and struggling with cultural 
adjustment.  This program helps them know they are welcome in the US and have a positive 
experience with a local American friend. They also have so much to teach you and your family 
as they share their international perspectives. Learn more at: AMIS-INC.org

. 

Casa Materna Ana Sayre -  Barbara Gifford, 404-425-3570 
barbara_gifford@bellsouth.net; Brenda Smith, joycee1@att.net

Anne Sayre, 404-218-7928 – cell  404-371-1609 – home, email - asayre@bellsouth.net;
website - www.casamaternaanasayre.org

Since the recent illness of Anne Sayre-organization’s founder- the board has operated akin to the 
determinism of ‘steel magnolias” to collectively fulfill its mission. While the members have 
worked tirelessly to meet both current and anticipated needs of expectant mothers, their 
spouses and families in the region of Cahabon, they have been graciously humbled by the 
outpouring of thanks and appreciation by the people of Cahabon and its surrounding service 
agencies. This, a sense of fulfilled achievement at the work already accomplished by CASA 
Materna over the course of seven years alongside anticipation by so many in Guatemala of what 
the agency can continue to do while yet inspiring others to join hands with CASA Materna, has 
been both awe-inspiring and supportive. In this way, the continued efforts to provide health 
services in the form of midwifery, licensed nursing, baby care, education to ensure classes 
aimed at both instruction of parents on the benefits of spacing births as well as their decision to 
have a child, are just an example of services offered. And after 7 years, an area once referred to 

mailto:irene@amis-inc.org
http://www.amis-inc.org
http://amis-inc.org
mailto:barbara_gifford@bellsouth.net
mailto:joycee1@att.net
http://www.casamaternaanasayre.org


as the “sendero de muerto”-the corridor of death -now houses an identity of a community -one 
of which is feverishly alive and vibrant. A community whose byword includes the resolve to 
ensure their lives are a model of self-sufficiency and beneficence for their daughters and sons as 
they move forward.

From a statistical standpoint, the first and second quarter of fiscal year 2019, CASA Materna 
Ana Sayre served 150 women in the region adjacent to and including Cahabon;  delivered over 
15 healthy babies and provided 9 class series of 7 attendees each; offered focus and community 
groups on family planning and pre-natal care in 14 neighborhoods/hamlets.

In addition to in-agency and on-the -ground service work, the Board of CASA Materna Ana 
Sayre-US endorsed the support of a leased facility located in the Cahabon area. This action has 
been executed since March of this year. Generally, the building size accommodates 7 women 
awaiting delivery with recurrent entries as services are completed for each family. Also, spouses 
and small children accompanying their loved one there may also stay on grounds.

Hence, the Board’s resolve is clear -  to continue implementing the vision of Anne Sayre, 
building upon the devoted care and compassion of its CEDEPCA [Protestant Services for 
Pastoral Studies in Central America] staff and the residents of Cahabon, Guatemala.
 
.

Earth Covenant Ministry - Contact Kate McGregor Mosley, kate@gipl.org

Joining Hands for Justice in Israel and Palestine - Contact Sarah Humphrey, 
sarah.h.humphrey@gmail.com   website www.jhjpi.com

No news or events to report - Please refer to website - JHJPI.com- and Facebook page - Joining 
Hands for Justice in Palestine and Israel- for future events.

LaGonave Haiti Partners-  info@lagonavepartners.org

La Gonâve Haiti Partners ... Building on 30 years
In 1989, a small team from Presbytery of Greater Atlanta travelled to the Haitian island of La 
Gonâve to meet with the newly appointed priest, Father Valdema. Pere Val, as he is 
affectionately called, was sent by the Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Haiti to provide 
education and health care in ministry to families living on this remote and forgotten island. 
Within two short years, Atlanta Presbytery helped open a small medical clinic as a base for 18 
community health workers and 8 midwives who travelled to surrounding rural villages.
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Now, 30 years later, La Gonâve Haiti Partners supports 10 schools, an Adult Literacy program, 
the Bill Rice Community Health Center, a children's nutrition program, pre-natal mobile clinics, 
the La Gonâve Goat Project, 9 microfinance programs and school lunches for 1600 students and 
teachers.

Join us as we continue to build on 30 years of partnership with the people of La Gonâve. Visit 
our website at lagonavepartners.org to learn more, follow us on Facebook to read about specific 
programs, and visit us at lagonave.haiti.partners on Instagram to meet our Haitian friends. 
Come along as we tackle new initiatives and build towards a future where everyone on La 
Gonâve experiences thriving, abundant life.

Peacemaking Partnership - Contacts: KathleenAllen - mkathleen44@yahoo.com; Mel 
Coe - mcoe@bellsouth.net

The Peacemaking Partnership continues to meet monthly (except for the month of July) at 
North Decatur Presbyterian Church. We share book reports, the latest being Factfulness: Ten 
Reasons we're Wrong About the World - and Why Things are Better Than You Think by Hans Rosling 
with Ola Rosling and Anna Rosling Ronnlund. Members lift up various groups that they are 
involved with - e.g., Caring for Chaplains, Compassionate Atlanta, El Refugio, Atlanta Transit 
Angels, Presbyterians for a Better Georgia, and Georgians For Alternatives to the Death Penalty. 
David Roth, executive director of Memorial Drive Ministries, has shared an update about all 
their ministries. We will be receiving a report about Ecumenical Advocacy Days held in 
Washington, D.C., The Peacemaking Partnership Newsletter continues to be sent out monthly 
with a copy being posted to our partnership page on the Presbytery website.

Presbyterians Caring for Chaplains and Military Personnel 
Partnership - Contact Rev. Bill Nisbet, wonisbet@bellsouth.net
No Report

Presbyterians for a Better Georgia Partnership - Contact Rev. David Lewicki, 
david@ndpc.org or Rev. Shelli Latham, pastorshelli@dhpc.org

Presbyterians for a Better Georgia is working on a restructuring process over the summer in 
anticipation of the 2020 Georgia legislative session.    

Presbyterian Youth Ministry Collaboration Partnership - Contact Rev. 
Allysen Schaaf, aschaaf@dpchurch.org 
No Report
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Street Grace Partnership - Contact April Henderson, Director of Outreach, email - 
april@streetgrace.org; phone 678-809-1479;  website - StreetGrace.org

Since our inception in 2009, Street Grace has worked to unite leaders of faith, business, and 
community to end the demand for Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children(CSEC) . Street 
Grace initiatives are streamlined through three pillars- Prevention/Protection, Policy, and 
Pursuit- to ensure that our web of protection has a broad reach and the highest impact.

 Street Grace Initiatives under the Pursuit Pillar are :
Transaction Intercept (TI) is an innovative program that removes the anonymity of buyers while 
collecting targeted data that will aid in ongoing prevention efforts. Decoy ads are posted to 
multiple websites where sex trafficking is known to occur and then the potential buyers are met 
with the ramifications of their actions and resources for help. The impact that Street Grace has 
been able to have on this market has grown exponentially with the addition of an artificial 
intelligence chatbot, Gracie. This chatbot was developed in partnership with Kennesaw State 
University, the CDC, the GBI’s Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force and BBDO, the 
world’s largest advertising agency. Gracie is able to converse with over a hundred potential 
buyers at once and will disrupt tens of thousands of purchases this year removing the 
limitations that a manually run operation presents. Additionally, we are able to better track 
buying habits to inform intervention strategies. Street Grace is positioned to roll-out this 
valuable program to additional markets in 2019. Through the use of TI, we have been able to 
intercept over 10,000 potential buyers.

Illicit Massage Business Initiative- While our other initiatives continue to progress, we have 
launched a statewide review of the illicit massage business industry in Georgia. We will assess 
the magnitude of the problem and develop appropriate solutions that both address accessibility 
and reduce demand.

Street Teams help stop the cycle of CSEC by directly reaching out to those living in motels or 
apartments in high-risk areas and known trafficking locations to show love, hope, and provide 
resources through local churches.

The Surgery Center for FGM – Contact Dr. T. Wayne Bloodworth, (770) 733-1755, 
email admin@surgerycenterforfgm.org, website www.surgerycenterforfgm.org

The Surgery Center for FGM is a multi-disciplinary center in Johns Creek devoted solely to 
victims of female genital mutilation (FGM).  We provide reconstructive surgery and mental 
health services to our patients at absolutely no cost to them.  Since opening in April, 2018, Dr. 
Bloodworth has completed over 120 surgeries, restoring the lives of many women.  Each week 
when patients leave after their post-op appointments, they are so grateful for the gift they’ve 
been given.  The most common thing we hear patients say is “I feel whole again”.  The Surgery 
Center schedule is currently booked through the end of 2018, as word is spreading fast about 
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the wonderful work that Dr. Bloodworth is doing.  Because The Surgery Center for FGM is a 
nonprofit, we cannot run our business without the kindness of volunteers, both medical and 
non-medical.  We would welcome potential volunteers to visit info@surgerycenterforfgm.org.  
Also, in-kind donations are easy and welcomed on our website.  We appreciate every little bit!

During the month of July, if you visit Bobo’s Baked Goods, using the promo code SCFG, you 
will receive 10% off your product purchase, and The Surgery Center for FGM will receive 30% 
of the profit from your order.  This will allow us to provide more surgeries to more women.  

Westminster Christian Fellowship at Georgia Tech - contact Neale 
Hightower, 404 403 4500/  nealeh1@bellsouth.net
Secondary contact Jon Keyser/ 678 773 9224/ jon@gt-wcf.org
Website and Facebook page:   Facebook:  WCF at Georgia Tech/  website:http://gt-wcf.org

Student Ministry:

Our weekly student dinners are still going strong this summer! We’ve added a discussion and 
dessert element afterward. We’ve had people from no faith to lots of faith contribute. The 
students have explored questions such as “Does Christianity have an image problem?” as well 
as “Is the Bible still relevant to my life?” 

We have three small groups that have formed this summer! We currently have a Greek group, a 
freshmen women’s group, and a men’s group. All are exploring how to live out their faith in 
everyday life.

For the new summer freshmen, we hosted a dinner outside the dorms on the first day of school. 
We got to meet 20-30 freshmen and shared with them about our ministry! We’re praying they 
find a Christian community that can support them and disciple them through their college 
years. 

Know any freshmen coming to Georgia Tech in the fall?
We’d love to connect with them early! They are encouraged to visit our weekly summer 
Tuesday dinners at 6:30pm, and/or we’d love to buy them coffee or lunch! Contact Jon Keyser 
(jon@gt-wcf.org).  



Chinese Ministry: 
WCF continues to offer evening Bible studies for international students.  We have a large 
attendance and are working with campus partners this summer using the "Hope" video. WCF 
and North Avenue Presbyterian have already begun planning to welcome and assist over 300 
Chinese students who will begin arriving on campus in late July and early August.  If you'd like 
to volunteer to pick up a student at the airport and/or host them in your home for a few days, 
please contact Carol Hightower (carolh50@bellsouth.net).

To God be the glory 

World Mission Partnership - Contact Rev. Fahed Abu-Akel, fabuakel@gmail.com 
The partnership is still looking for someone to be their chairperson.
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