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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  
A member of the clergy is always on 
call. If you need assistance from a 
priest outside office hours, the number 
to call In Case of an Emergency Only is  
256-533-7007. All other calls including 
church or building and grounds issues 
should be directed to the main phone 
256-533-2455. Leave a message for a 
priest to respond. 
 

The STEEPLE is published monthly. 
To submit events or articles email: 
vhinton@nativity-hsv.org 
The deadline for the next issue is 
Monday, June 24, 2019 

 

God’s family at the historic Church of the Nativity is joyfully and energetically committed to 
sharing Christ’s love and healing by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel through worship 
and service to the world.  

The  

steeple 

 

Graduating senior acolytes getting ready for 

Senior Recognition Sunday.  
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Keep us in the know! 

Do you have a change of address, email, 
phone or perhaps major life event?  

Contact Emily Rodgers 256-533-2455 
ext.204 or erodgers@nativity-hsv.org. 

On the cover... 

Annabell Eby showing of her 
creative artwork at the annual Heifer 
Market.  
 

Send your pictures from Nativity activities 
and events to: vhinton@nativity-hsv.org. 

Nativity YAMS having a good time at 

Yellowhammer for their What if Church Were a 

Dinner Party event. 

Congratulations to our newest class of EfM 

graduates! 

mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Steeple%20connect
mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
mailto:vhinton@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Photos%20for%20Steeple
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By Mary Coe 

June 24th will be here before you know it! Get your kiddos registered today so we can be prepared for 

everyone. Adults and teens, please sign up to help! We can't do it without you! 

Why come to VBS? 

 You can sleep late because it's from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 

 Slumber party theme means you don't even have to get dressed. 

 It's three afternoons of fun with your friends! 

All children age 4 years by 9/1/19 through rising 6th graders are invited to come explore the night: the night 

sky, night animals, night workers. We'll also hear Bible stories about God's dream for each us, play games, 

make crafts and have fun being together.  

Fifth and sixth graders will have their own mission-based program meeting in the LOFT. The night before 

VBS starts (June 23), we'll kick off with PJ's and a movie. 

Pajamas welcome but not required all week!  

VBS is easy and fun with lots of help. Adults and youth 7th grade and up are welcome to sign up. To 

volunteer: parents, sign up during registration; other adults and youth, sign up here. 

 

Can't wait for VBS! 

 

Questions?  

Email Mary Coe  

mcoe@nativity-

hsv.org.   

 

REGISTER 

HERE  

 

VOLUNTEER 

HERE 

 

Vacation Bible School 

mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org
https://tinyurl.com/2019NativityVBS
https://tinyurl.com/2019NativityVBS
https://tinyurl.com/2019VBSvolunteer
https://tinyurl.com/2019VBSvolunteer
https://tinyurl.com/2019VBSvolunteer
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Nativity has entered the 21st century!   

By Emily Rodgers 

Nativity has upgraded the software system that helps us keep accurate records of our parishioners!  The 

new system is part of the Shelby Next software family, and we will be sharing more about its capabilities 

very soon. This software will eventually serve as an online directory, calendar and giving tool for our parish. 

We have been working hard transferring all of our data, and preparing to roll out this wonderful new 

communication tool for everyone. During this exercise in patience and solemn prayers to the patron Saint of 

the Cloud, we have discovered outdated contact information.  To ensure we have your current, up to date 

information, please click here or call the church office, 256-533-2455. 

 

  

https://shelbygiving.com/f/f2.asp?formid=fe76928f-1225-4256-953d-a3c7cffa020c
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By Rev. Susan Sloan 

Summertime and the living is 

easy! Memorial Day and the end 

of school signal to us a change 

of pace. We slow down – simply 

because it is hot, but mostly 

because we have permission to 

take our activities down a notch. 

When John Claypool left his 

Baptist roots and became an 

Episcopal priest, he declared “I 

love the way this Church takes in 

all the seasons and observes a 

Sabbath pace in the summer.” 

We are going to do just that- 

slow down and observe a 

Sabbath pace. The usual summer 

services will go on this summer: 

7:45 Rite I Eucharist in Bibb 

Chapel and10:00 Rite II 

Eucharist in the Nave, with one 

addition: at 9:00 am in Bibb 

Chapel, there will be a less 

formal Eucharist for all ages. 

The music and readings will be 

easily accessible to all ages. You 

are invited to “come as you are”. 

The clergy will lead the service 

but participation from young to 

old will be encouraged. We hope 

you will dive or tiptoe into this 

new offering at your pace. 

Remember, it is a Sabbath pace 

and you will be blest when you 

come to worship the Lord in a 

different but prayerful way.  

 

What’s New This 

Summer at 

Nativity 
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The Baby Oasis 

By Lee Anne Bryant 

Have a fussy little one and need a place to go for some quiet? Nativity now has its very own Baby Oasis! 

The Baby Oasis is located on Angel Lane,  downstairs Ridley Hall. It’s in the first room to your left at the 

foot of the back stairs – also known at Chat ‘n Chew or the children’s library. 

It’s a cozy area with a warm shag rug, two gliders, and assorted items to keep your baby happy. The curtains 

can be drawn for privacy.  

All parents with young children are welcome to use this spot when they need a quiet place.  

Primary Camp with Father Michael 

Did you know that Father Michael Goldsmith is serving as the program director for Primary II session at 

Camp McDowell this summer? Come and spend the weekend with Father Michael and friends while 

enjoying all that Camp McDowell has to offer! Children entering 1st through 3rd grade and a parent or 

guardian are invited to join Father Michael and friends from all over the Diocese for a weekend of Camp 

McDowell fun! The session dates are Friday, August 2 through Sunday, August 4th. Campers will enjoy a 

fun program, swimming, 

hiking, arts & crafts and 

more! For more 

information about Camp 

McDowell, or to register 

for a camp session visit 

campmcdowell.com. 

Scholarships are always 

available, please contact 

Father Michael for more 

information, 

mgoldsmith@nativity-

hsv.org. 

https://campmcdowell.com/summer-camps-retreats#bbe63b2c20544f9e98ab99403bdb40b1
mailto:mgoldsmith@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Camp%20McDowell%20Primary%20II%20Scholarship
mailto:mgoldsmith@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Camp%20McDowell%20Primary%20II%20Scholarship


 

 8 

What are you reading? 
By Tom Lydon 

Just Mercy, A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
 

Bryan Stevenson is the founder and executive director of the Equal Justice 

Initiative.  The EJI opened the National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the 

Legacy Museum in Montgomery on April 26, 2018. 
 

Bryan Stevenson was attending Harvard Law School when he first got involved 

with assisting death row prisoners. For over thirty years, he has worked in the 

deep south, mainly Alabama, to represent the poor, incarcerated and the 

condemned.  He has won national acclaim for his work challenging bias against 

the poor and people of color.  This memoir tells the story of several of these 

cases and shows that evil can be overcome, and a difference made. 
 

One case involves a black man unfairly convicted of killing a white woman in 

Monroeville, Al. in the 1980’s. This case demonstrates the racial injustice prevalent in the criminal justice 

system. In addition to his work with death row prisoners, he has worked to change the policy of the death 

penalty and life sentence to children under 18 years old. He successfully argued a case at the Supreme Court to 

overturn these sentences. 

 

A Reflection on my trip to Montgomery 
By Kana Goldsmith 
 

Spiritual development is a life long learning process, 

or at least it is for me.  I am thankful to Liz Laney for 

giving me a seat on the bus this past April as I joined 

the Spiritual Development Committee and guests. We 

all traveled close to 200 miles to visit the “Legacy 

Museum:  From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration” 

and then up the hill to “The National Memorial for 

Peace and Justice.”  

Tom Lyndon and 

Michael Shipley organized this incredible pilgrimage to Montgomery.  We 

met at the church early in the morning and filled the seats of our charter 

bus.  Tom announced the days activities and Michael served a continental 

breakfast to our hungry crowd.  We had all gathered with a purpose.   For 

me, it was a mixture of many things. Though I had not made the trip 

before, I was familiar with the museum and memorial through my husband 
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and children.  My husband had been asked a few years ago to 

participate in Bryan Stevenson’s memorialization of  hundreds of 

hanged, burned, beaten and drowned Black Americans.  It was an 

awe-filled experience; gathering the dirt and putting it in a  gallon 

jar with Bunk Richardson’s name on it.  That was all there was to 

mark his death - the dirt.  The jar is now displayed at the National 

Memorial for Peace and Justice recognizing so many Black 

Americans. 
 

We pulled up to the museum and wandered through the old 

building that had once been the slave market. Entering the 

museum, you are forced to go back in time and invited to 

participate in the pain of separating families. You can see the 

ledgers of almost every county in America, cataloguing people who 

were bought and sold, making it easier to comprehend that “slavery 

is America’s greatest sin.”   
 

The museum does not allow you to stay in the past.  It tracks our 

American timeline to the here and now.  It was the “now” that 

made my finger point back at me.  I am a part of this. What am I 

going to do?  Our Bishop always prays to “make no peace with 

oppression.”  I always want to catch his attention and say “no sir, I 

won’t!” In that museum, I sat watching the testimonies of the men, 

women and children who will never see peace.  I sat, because what 

I was witnessing could not let me stand anymore.  What does oppression look like?  It looks like a prison 

cell, and they even have them for children.   
 

It was hard to stand up and walk out of that museum.  But I had the freedom to leave.  I left with the 

knowledge that our America - the one I pay taxes to, the one I pledge allegiance to, the one I love - has 

not allowed justice and peace for all.  And 

upon reflection, I would like to imagine 

the rusting iron memorials that had been 

cut, welded, and hung from the heavy 

rafters of the outdoor memorial - had 

been repurposed from the iron bars of 

prison cells.  Put there in memory - never 

to be moved - reminding us to never 

make peace with oppression and to sing 

unto the Lord a new song.    
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By Clarissa Sharp 
 

Climate change, pollution, plastic, recycling…always in the news these days.  What can 

we do as a parish, a family, an individual? 

Southeast Recycling Development Council, Serdc.org, out of Hendersonville, NC, has a 

mission to unite organizations as well as individuals, foster communication, promote sustainable programs, 

and coordinate education and awareness regarding recycling. It is worth a browse. 

National Geographic Staff Writer, Laura Parker, published an online article in December 2018, with statistics 

and facts about the global plastic pollution crisis.  There are many disturbing stats, one being that only 9 

percent of all plastic ever made has likely been recycled.  Again, if you want more, it is worth a look.  A 

warning:  it may not make you feel great!  

After reading, browsing, clicking, I wondered why more focus hasn’t been given to reduce use of plastic?  

Most of us have been using plastic for 

the convenience, because it is handed 

to us, without even thinking that 

there is an alternative. 

A few ideas for families, individuals: 

 Buy a reusable water bottle and a 

water filter.  The Brita pitcher 

works well for an individual, and a 

filter for the frig or for tap water 

would be better for a household. 

 Bring a basket or reusable bag to 

the Greene Street Market and 

grocery store. 

 Don’t accept a plastic bag if you are 

only buying a few items and can 

carry them. 

 Buying items in bulk at Costco and 

Sam’s uses less plastic packaging. 

 

Just a start.  If we all buy less, use less, 

demand less, maybe God’s earth will 

have less plastic to handle! 

 

Stewardship of Creation: Thoughts on Plastic 

https://www.Serdc.org
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Greene Street Market  

By Lee Hicklen 
 

It’s time  again to shop for our friends at The Russel Erskine. Did you know this is 

one of the many ways that you can be involved with outreach through Nativity, 

and enjoy the Greene Street Market while you are doing it? Nativity Outreach will 

be providing vegetables from the Greene Street Market from June to September 

for residents at Russel Erskine Apartments.  If you 

would like to be a “veggie shopper,”  send an email to 

Lee Hicklen.  anthonyhicklen@knology.net 

 

For more information about the market, to become a 

volunteer or to sign up for weekly communications 

about the market vendors please visit 

greenestreetmarket.com or check us out on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter. 
 

Become a locavore - support our local farmers, chefs 

and artisans. See you at the market!  
 

  

Pictured clockwise from bottom left: 

Nativity’s own Gus Goldsmith opens the 

market as our first musical performer of the 

season.  

Jewell Reynolds, Evie Spearman and Louise 

Applegate enjoying the market.  

Locally grown tomatoes are a must have as 

we head into summer!  

mailto:anthonyhicklen@knology.net?subject=Russel%20Erskine%20shopper
https://www.greenestreetmarket.com
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YAMS (Young Adults Married & Single) 

MONDAY, JUNE 3 We will gather at 5:30 at Green 

Bus Brewery, next door to Nativity. It's a good time 

to breathe a little and get centered. See you there, 

and bring a friend! Questions?  

Contact Rose Veal  Eby, rosieveal76@gmail.com. 
 

JUNE 9 IS PENTECOST Join us following the 10:00 

service for a lemonade in the shade Pentecost 

birthday party for the church. Remember to wear 

red! 
 

TOILETRY DRIVE The Breakfast Club is 

sponsoring a toiletry drive to benefit families with 

the Huntsville Inner City Learning Center.  Items 

needed:  toilet tissue, shampoo, soap, toothpaste, 

deodorant, body lotion, sun screen and laundry 

detergent.  Please place items in the blue bin in 

Ridley Hall marked “Huntsville Inner City Learning 

Center”.  Many thanks for helping families in our 

community with these necessities. For additional 

information, contact Jill Chadwick or Emily 

Rodgers. 

 

YAMS (Young Adults Married & Single) 

MONDAY, JULY 1 We will gather at 5:30 at Green 

Bus Brewery, next door to Nativity. It's a good time 

to breathe a little and get centered. See you there, 

and bring a friend! Questions?  

Contact Rose Veal  Eby, rosieveal76@gmail.com. 

 

HAP (Huntsville Assistance Pantry) 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 Items needed include 

canned fruit, rice, soup, dried beans, 

mixed vegetables, canned carrots, 

potatoes, and coffee. Place items in HAP bins 

located in Ridley Hall and the breezeway. Thank 

you! 

Upcoming Events  

2019 Altar Flower Dedications 
Your Name:______________________________________  Phone #: _________________________ 

Dates requested: ___________________________ (Available dates: September 22 & December 15) 

Name(s) for dedication: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please choose one:  

__ in loving memory of…   __in thanksgiving for…   __in celebration of…           __in honor of... 
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES  ___NO        Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES   ___NO 
 

Dedications are $40 each or $20 if shared. Make check payable to:  

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to: 

Andrea Vandervoort 434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801 

Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673 

Children enjoying the recent One 

Room Schoolhouse Class: The Creed 

on Angel Lane 

mailto:rosieveal76@gmail.com?subject=YAMS
mailto:rosieveal76@gmail.com?subject=YAMS
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Financial Report 

Acolyte Schedule  

 

June 9     

10:00   A/M  Sherrill   PENTECOST 

C   Patrick Ahearn, Mary Maddox Creech 

T   Anne Limbo, Olivia O’Halloran 

T   Daniel Starnes, Caroline Brooks 

S   Alex Ahearn 

AS Thea Sommer 

 

June 16   

10:00    A/M  Nutt 

C   Tess Lambert, Sadie Anglin 

T   Alec Huskey, Mary Ellis Alison 

T   Vivian Hinton, Madelyn Alison 

S   Cooper Gunter 

AS Alton Hudson 

 

June 23    

10:00   A/M  Ward 

C   Thomas Aldag, Alice Malone 

T   Drew Dodgen, Maggie Sanders 

T   Jacks McClung, David Young 

S   Catherine Hendricks 

AS Clara Keener 

 

 

 
 

June 30    

10:00   A/M   Putt 

C   Clay Walker, Anna Katherine Ayres 

T   Macy Baker, Will Pinson 

T   Caroline Ayres, Ellie Webber 

S   Will Pinson 

AS Ellie Webber 
 

 

 

 

This summer, we are only using acolytes at the 10:00 

service.  If you find yourself unable to serve as 

scheduled, please find a substitute and let us know 

who will be filling in for you.  Thanks for your 

participation in this important ministry at Nativity! 
 

Clay, Dorrie, Mike & Nina 

Acolyte Masters 

Parish  Financial Report: Period Ending 04/30/2019 

 CURRENT MONTH BUDGET for PERIOD ACTUAL YTD BUDGET YTD 

Pledges Received  $             90,896.29   $             97,509.83   $               444,118.92   $           390,039.36  

Plate   $              9,313.25   $               9,746.37   $                42,015.60   $             38,985.36  

Other Revenues  $             10,264.24   $               8,791.63   $                19,052.07   $             35,166.64  

TOTAL  $           110,473.78   $           116,047.83   $               505,186.59   $           464,191.36  

     

Diocesan, School of Theol-
ogy, & Outreach  $             20,754.53   $             22,255.58   $                86,187.48   $             89,022.36  

Personnel  $             61,770.68   $             68,223.37   $               249,656.69   $           272,893.54  

Other Expenses  $             22,969.68   $             25,568.75   $                99,494.95   $           102,275.00  

TOTAL  $           105,494.89   $           116,047.70   $               435,339.12   $           464,190.90  

     

NET  $              4,978.89   $                     0.13   $                69,847.47   $                     0.46  
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Prayer Requests & Parish News 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING IN 

BODY, MIND OR SPIRIT:  

Chuck Thompson 

Oscar Eaton 

Kevin Cassidy 

Leigh Wahl 

Laura Ragland 

Phil Dotts 

Bill Ponds 

Nancy Haile 

Asta von Tiesenhausen 

Gaye McCoy 

Fred Stucky 

Ed Litkenhous 

Maureen Cooper 

Rose Anne Shearer 

Betty Gerlach 

Ashley Lindley 

Prentice White  

Ron Cook 

Margaret Lichty 

Jody Mowrer  

Ted Bledsoe 

 

FOR THE DEPARTED: 
Lucy White Waesche 

Olga Lavan 

 

TRANSFER IN: 

Joan Bennett 

2815 Carl T. Jones Drive #315 

Huntsville, AL 35802 

256-881-4233 

 

TRANSFER OUT: 

Lauren Lantz to St. Thomas, 

Savannah, GA 

 

 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR 

THE JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS OF OUR 

CHILDREN:  

6-2      Prentiss Miller 

6-2 Elise Roche 

6-3      Natalia Vela 

6-4      John Gleason 

6-4 Ellie Gleason 

6-4 Alexander Bounds 

6-6      Wesley Pate 

6-6 William Greyson Cook 

6-10    Nyssa Henderson 

6-11     Vanessa Vela 

6-12    Jack Copeland 

6-14     Cora Putt 

6-14 Colton Boyce 

6-14 Abby Amis 

6-15    Joshua Huskey 

6-15 Ian Artrip 

6-16    Alex Hereford 

6-18    Zoe Voisine 

6-20    Lydia Kilpatrick 

6-21    Aerin Watts 

6-23    Vicienne Shedd 

6-25    Matilda Smith 

6-26    Laura Kamelchuk 

6-27    Mhairi Kerr 

6-28    Charles Ayres 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PARISHIONER CONTACT 

UPDATES: 

Carol Jean Exby 

friendlybengal@icloud.com 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

We are currently working on 

updating the 2020 Guide Book. 

Please contact Emily Rodgers, 

erodgers@nativity-hsv.org, if you 

have any changes in address, 

phone number or email that need 

to be made. Thank you! 
 

The remaining available date in 

2019 to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism at Nativity is 

Sunday, November 3 (All Saints). 

Please contact a member of the 

clergy to schedule a Baptism. 

 

Graduating Seniors receiving their acolyte 

crosses and a gift from their parish family 

on Senior Recognition Sunday.  
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 June Worship Schedule  
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WARDENS’ COUNCIL 

Senior Warden-Grant Thomson   

Junior Warden-Wendy Wilson 

Treasurer-Jason Angelichio    

Assistant Treasurer-Don Evans   

Finance Chair-Greg Whitehead 

Clerk of the Vestry-Shari Williams  

Member at Large-Paul Bonner 
 

VESTRY LIAISONS 

Adult Christian Formation -Nick Pate 

Building & Grounds– Don Evans 

Children’s Christian Formation-Teresa Pinson 

Communications and Technology- 

Shirley Hale Stucky 

Hospitality and Welcoming-Jeff Johnson 

Ministry of Worship and Music-Don Lambert 

Outreach-Virginia Kobler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Entities-Michael Shipley 

Special Events Ministry-Virginia Caruso 

Spirituality & Pastoral Care-Margaret Gleason 

Stewardship-Darren Malone 

Trust and Endowments-Paul Bonner 

Youth Christian Formation– Elizabeth Foster 

Youth Representative-Sara Hutchens 

Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Avenue SE   Huntsville  AL  35801 
256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374 
nativity-hsv.org 

2019 VESTRY 

Senior Warden, Grant Thomson sharing 

well wishes with Beverly Franklin during her 

retirement reception . 

http://nativity-hsv.org
http://tiny.cc/nathsvhome

