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Stated Clerk condemns attacks in Sri Lanka 
As the threat of more attacks lingers in Sri Lanka, the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) is calling on all faiths to find peaceful solutions to their 
problems. As many as 350 people are known to have died in a 
series of bombings on Easter at three churches and three hotels. 
Sixty people have been arrested in connection with the attacks. 
We offer our consolation to all who have suffered devastating 
loss as a result of these most recent acts of violence,said the 
Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II. We call on those in authority 
to put aside their apparent internal differences and work 
together to provide comfort for those harmed by these cruel acts 
and bring to justice the perpetrators. We must continually seek 
to discern what it is at the core of all religious ideology, including 
our own, that turns certainty of rectitude into feelings of 
exclusivity and, in far too many cases, motivation for violence 
against ‘unbelievers. 

Ending Mass Incarceration Conference - June 17 - 19 

The “Multi-faith movement to End Mass Incarceration” began 
with the Reverend Raphael Warnock, the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Henderson and Rabbi Peter Berg sharing a vision to see faith 
communities collectively organize to stop the human rights 
catastrophe of mass incarceration.  With this vision as a guide, 
these faith leaders brought together the historic institutions they 
lead (Ebenezer Baptist Church, Auburn Theological Seminary 
and The Temple) to catalyze a national faith-based effort to end 
mass imprisonment.    

A national conference will be held in Atlanta on June 17 - 19.  
Over the span of 3 days, attendees will learn from some of the 
leading thought leaders in the work of faith-based criminal 
justice reform.  Dynamic plenaries, workshops, panels and films 
will be offered that arm faith communities with resources 
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Calendar Items 

Tuesday, May 14 -  Empowering 
Refugee Women Fundraising 
Dinner, 6 - 9 pm -  Himalayan 
Spice, 2773 Clairmont Rd. NE, 
Nepali cuisine, entertainment, 
silent auction, Nepali art sale 
benefitting Refugee Women's 
Network's Leadership 
Development Program. Tickets -
$25 advance, $35 at the door. 
https://app.moonclerk.com/pay/
1uvejoe8flw) and type 
"fundraising dinner" in the note 
section. (from Compassionate 
Atlanta) 

Saturday, May 18 - Peacemaking 
Partnership Meeting, 10 a.m., 
North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church 

Saturday, May 18 - Beyond 
Sandwiches: A Symposium on 
Poverty, Race, and Homelessness 
hosted by Church of the Common 
Ground, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church, Ellis 
Hall, 634 West Peachtree Street 
NW, Atlanta -  Learn and connect 
with a panel of experts and 
partners who work with housing 
and food provision, medical care, 
criminal justice reform, and race 
relations. Cost is $10.  for more 
info, go to 
www.rccapilgrims.ning.com 
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needed to effectively engage in the fight against the rise of the 
prison industrial complex.  Specifically, the conference will 
highlight how congregations can use bail-outs and record 
expungement events as effective tools of faith-based criminal 
justice system activism.

For more info or to register, go to 
www.endingmassincarceration.com 

Factfulness:Ten Reasons We're Wrong About the 
World – and Why Things Are Better Than You 

Think 

At the April Peacemaking Partnership meeting, Rev. Bill Nisbet 
gave a book report on Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong 
About the World – and Why Things Are Better Than You Think.   
In Factfulness, Professor of International Health and global TED 
phenomenon Hans Rosling, together with his two long-time 
collaborators, Anna and Ola, offers a radical new explanation of 
why this happens. They reveal the ten instincts that distort our 
perspective—from our tendency to divide the world into two 
camps (usually some version of us and them) to the way we 
consume media (where fear rules) to how we perceive progress 
(believing that most things are getting worse).  Our problem is 
that we don’t know what we don’t know, and even our guesses 
are informed by unconscious and predictable biases. 

It turns out that the world, for all its imperfections, is in a much 
better state than we might think. That doesn’t mean there aren’t 
real concerns. But when we worry about everything all the time 
instead of embracing a worldview based on facts, we can lose 
our ability to focus on the things that threaten us most. 

Inspiring and revelatory, filled with lively anecdotes and moving 
stories, Factfulness is an urgent and essential book that will 
change the way you see the world and empower you to respond 
to the crises and opportunities of the future. (from a review on 
the book listed on goodreads.com)   Each month the 
Peacemaking Partnership endeavors to share a book report at 
our meeting and on the newsletter.   
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Big Tent coming up 
August 1-3, 2019 

Join Presbyterians from across 
the US in Baltimore, MD for an 
energizing three days of worship, 
Bible studies, learning 
opportunities and active 
engagement with one another 

and the community! 

Wear Orange on June 
7-9 

Join Everytown for Gun Safety 
and WEAR ORANGE June 7-9.  
Orange is the color that Hadiya 
Pendleton’s friends wore in her 
honor when she was shot and 
killed in Chicago at the age of 15 
— just one week after performing 
at President Obama’s 2nd 
inaugural parade in 2013. Since 
then orange has been the 
defining color of the gun 
violence prevention movement. 
Whether it’s worn by students in 
Montana, activists in New York, or 
Hadiya’s loved ones in Chicago, 
the color orange honors the 
more than 90 lives cut short and 
the hundreds more wounded by 
gun violence everyday. (from 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship) 

Thanks to these 
Congregations! 

Thanks to Druid Hills, West Hills 
and North Decatur Presbyterian 
Churches for their recent 
contributions to the Peacemaking 
Offering Fund at the Presbytery. 
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