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The righteous flourish like the 
palm tree, and grow like a 

cedar in Lebanon.

They are planted in the house 

of the LORD;

they flourish in the courts of 
our God.

In old age they still produce 
fruit; they are always green 

and full of sap, showing that 

the LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no 

unrighteousness in him.

Psalm 92:12-15

#flourish



Signs of Health & Vitality



Prayer
#flourish



Christ’s encouragement to always Pray….

Luke 18
The Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge

18Then Jesus* told them a parable about their need to PRAY
always and not to lose heart. 2He said, ‘In a certain city there was a 

judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that 
city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant 

me justice against my opponent.” 4For a while he refused; but later 

he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her 

justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”



Christ’s encouragement to always Pray….

6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to 

what the unjust judge says. 7And 

will not God grant justice to his 

chosen ones who cry to him day 

and night? Will he delay long in 

helping them? 8I tell you, he will 

quickly grant justice to them. 

And yet, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on 

earth?’



Prayer among the Early Church

1 Thessalonians 5:16-21

16Rejoice always, 17 PRAYwithout 

ceasing,18give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 

despise the words of prophets,* 21but test 

everything; hold fast to what is 

good; 22abstain from every form of evil.



There is power in 

personal prayer.

There is a deep calling 

in communal prayer.



Pause & Ponder…

How has communal prayer 

changed your life? 

How has it changed your local 

congregation?

How has it changed 

your corner of the world?



STORYTIME!
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Community 
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Coordinate a 

“Prayer Ministry 

Team” for every 

committee in 

the church!

Strategic 

Prayers
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Romans 8:26-30

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 

know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes*

with sighs too deep for words. 27And God,* who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit*

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.*

28 We know that all things work together for good* for those 

who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For 

those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 

within a large family.* 30And those whom he predestined he 

also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

Sighs
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The Common Place Scholars -
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Ephesians 6:10-18

12For our* struggle is not against enemies of 

blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers of this present darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 

Spiritual Warfare



Ephesians 6:13-18

18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in 

every prayer and supplication. To 

that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the 

saints. 

Spiritual Warfare
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Silence
Psalm 46:1-3; 10-11

1 God is our refuge and strength,

a very present* help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3 though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God!

I am exalted among the nations,

I am exalted in the earth.’ 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.*





The Common Place - SW Philly 

Community Wide Vacation Bible School 2016



Easter Service 
2017

New Spirit 
Community 
Church + Grace 
Christian 
Fellowship
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Barriers to Communal Prayer

• Distrust in God’s concern for 

details

• Disbelief in the miraculous

• Lack of trust in people

• Extreme Self-Reliance

• Christian Agnosticism

• Deism (The Watchmaker)

• Burnout/Trauma



Pause & Ponder…

What are some major barriers to 

prayer?

How can we encourage leaders and 

laity to be committed to prayer?

Does having a thriving prayer life 

matter? If so, why?



Prayer… Do it often. 

But switch it up. – Joan Gray

#flourish #pray


