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Advocacy Opportunities  
January brings the start of the Georgia Legislative Assembly 
(opening day is January 14) and an opportunity to contact your 
legislators on issues important to you or your congregation.    

On Saturday, January 19, (9 am - 1 pm) New Sanctuary 
Movement of Atlanta and Tzedek Georgia will host a special 
workshop - Learn How To Influence Your Legislators at The 
Cathedral of St. Philip, 2744 Peachtree Road NW, Atlanta.  For 
more information, email the New Sanctuary Movement of 
Atlanta at sanctuarymovementofatlanta@gmail.com. 

Presbyterians for a Better Georgia welcome you to attend their 
advocacy training on Tuesday, January 29, 6 - 8:30 pm at First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 1328 Peachtree St NE, Atlanta.  
There will be a dinner ($8.00 donation).  Advocacy topics for 
the program are healthcare and affordable housing.  Register 
online https://www.p4bg.org/events  You can register at the same 
time for the Day at the Capitol, Wednesday, February 6, 7:30 
a.m. to noon.   It's quite an experience to go to the Capitol amid 
the flurry of legislative activity.   Consider going as a group from 
your congregation on February 6 or some other day during the 
legislative session.     

In April you have the opportunity to travel to Washington, DC, 
for the Compassion Peace and Justice Training Day (April 5, 8 
am - 4:30 pm at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church) 
followed by the  Ecumenical Advocacy Days at the nation's 
capitol.   

 The theme for this year's  Ecumenical Advocacy Days is 
Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the World with keynote 
speaker, David Lamotte, award-winning songwriter, speaker and 
writer. Opening worship will be lead by LaMotte and Rev. 
Jimmie Hawkins, director of the PCUSA Office of Public 
Witness.  Plenaries and workshops will look at the Church as 
movement and as ways to build movements for change, offering 
concrete tools and strategies for members and  congregations to 
organize and advocate in their local communities.  For more 
info and to register, go to www.pcusa.org and click on Office of 
Public Witness 
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Calendar Items 

Saturday, January 12 - 
Peacemaking Partnership Annual 
Planning Meeting - 9 am to noon - 
North Decatur Presbyterian Church 
- all are welcome 

Saturday, January 19, 9 am - 1 pm 
- Special Workshop co-sponsored 
by New Sanctuary Movement of 
Atlanta and Tzedek Georgia (see 
Advocacy Opportunities article) 

Sunday, January 27 - Joining 
Hands for Justice in Palestine and 
Israel hosts Dr. Ramzy Baroud, 3 
p.m. (see separate article on page 
2) 

Tuesday, January 29 - 
Presbyterians For A Better 
Georgia Advocacy Training (see 
Advocacy Opportunities article) 

Wednesday, February 6 - 
Presbyterians For A Better 
Georgia Day at the Capitol (see 
Advocacy Opportunities article) 

Friday, April 5 - Compassion Peace 
and Justice Training Day followed 
by Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
sponsored by the PCUSA Office of 
Public Witness (see Advocacy 
Opportunities article)

PEACEMAKING PARTNERSHIP 
NEWSLETTER 

  January 2019  

mailto:sanctuarymovementofatlanta@gmail.com
https://www.p4bg.org/events
http://www.pcusa.org


January 2019

Dr. Ramzy Baroud to Visit Atlanta on January 27 
The Joining Hands for Justice in Palestine and Israel will host a program 
on January 27, 3 pm at  Columbia Seminary-Harrington Center 

Theater.  (Please park behind the Library and enter from Inman Drive.) 
Dr. Ramzy Baroud is a US-Arab journalist, media consultant, an 
author, internationally-syndicated columnist, Editor of Palestine 

Chronicle (1999-present), former Managing Editor of London-based 
Middle East Eye (2014-15), former Editor-in-Chief of The Brunei Times, 

former Deputy Managing Editor of Al Jazeera online. He taught mass 
communication at Australia’s Curtin University of Technology, Malaysia 
Campus. Baroud also served as head of Aljazeera.net English’s 

Research and Studies department. He is the author of four books and a 
contributor to many others; his latest volume is The Last Earth, a 

Palestinian Story (Pluto Press, London). RSVP to Rev. Fahed Abuakel, 

fabuakel@gmail.com or call or text 404.441.2702 

Gun Violence Policy in the Presbyterian Church (USA) As 

we approach the one-year mark from the Parkland High School 
shooting, here is a reminder of how the PC(USA) and its predecessor 

bodies have addressed gun violence through the actions of many 
General Assemblies in the last 50 years. Beginning in the late 1960’s, 
in response to the assassinations of public leaders, the General 

Assembly called for “….control [of] the sale and possession of firearms 
of all kinds.” Similar resolutions were passed again in 1976, 1988, 
1990, 1991, 1996 and 1998. 

Each resolution reflected a sense of moral urgency in response to rising 
gun violence and the cultural trends that contributed to it. These 

resolutions have called on the church to be involved in education and 
advocacy at the federal, state, and community level to prevent gun 
violence. In 1991 and 1996, these resolutions were backed up with 

strong educational curricula as well as comprehensive strategies for 
advocacy. 

In 2008 the GA recommended that churches should take seriously the 

pastoral implications of caring for members of our community who 
have experienced the pain of gun violence, advocate for legislation 
that would increase the safety and well-being of communities in 

relation to the presence of guns, and conduct a national study on gun 
violence. From this recommendation, a gun violence prevention task 
force was formed under the auspices of the Advisory Committee on 

Social Witness Policy. 

The task force  produced a comprehensive study which was 
unanimously approved by the 219th General Assembly in 2010. (info 

in this article can be found at presbyterianmission.org - "Gun violence 
policies, Studies and Resources")
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How are Peacemaking 
Offering Donations 
Used? 

For 2019, we will use this space in 
the newsletter to highlight how 
your Peacemaking Offering 
donations are used in our 
presbytery.  In 2018, the 
Peacemaking Partnership 
donated $500 to Camp Calvin as 
a scholarship for a camper.     

Since 1960, Calvin Center has 
offered Christian summer camps 
— both day and overnight 
programs — for elementary, 
middle and high school youth. 
That’s more than 55 years of 
experience in providing dynamic, 
safe, and meaningful  youth 
programming. 

Help Needed for Cold 
Weather Shelters in 
DeKalb County 

North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church on Medlock Road and 
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church on Tilson Road are 
offering  spaces to house those 
who are experiencing 
homelessness for all of the 
freezing nights. Compassionate 
Atlanta's Collaborative Initiative 
on Homelessness is asking that 
you assist them by volunteering 
to serve a four-hour overnight 
shift, by providing supplies, 
sandwiches, and transportation, 
and/or by donating funds to 
cover some of the expenses, 
which includes security 
personnel.   Contact 
info@compassionateatl.org 
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