
Join the Coalition of Immokalee Workers in Atlanta 
Monday, March 11th 

By Rev. Noelle Damico, former national spokesperson for PCUSA’s Campaign for Fair Food 
Program 
 
The Coalition of Immokalee Workers, the farmworker-based human rights group that is 
internationally recognized for their achievements in social responsibility, ending gender-based 
violence, and preventing modern-day slavery, will be coming to Atlanta on Monday, March 
11th!  Details about a community-wide dinner and action that evening will soon be announced 
on the Presbytery’s website.  This is a wonderful chance for Presbyterians young and old to 
meet the farmworkers and learn more about the CIW’s Fair Food Program that Harvard 
Business Review named “among the most important social impact stories of the last century.” 
 
The Fair Food Program is a ground-breaking collaboration among farmworkers and retail food 
corporations and is a market-based engine for human rights.  Currently, fourteen corporations, 
including McDonald’s, Burger King and Walmart, are using their purchasing power to require 
growers to uphold farmworkers’ rights or lose the ability to sell to them.  In record time, the 
Program has ended forced labor and sexual assault in the fields and is guaranteeing the rights 
of tens of thousands of farmworkers in seven states (including Georgia!)  When CNN 
interviewed Alejandrina Carrera, a worker on an FFP farm who had been sexually assaulted 
years before the Program was in place, she characterized the dramatic changes this 
way: “You’re not going to be harassed. You’re not going to be insulted. You’re not going to be 
forced to work. There’s more respect now.” 
 
But despite the Fair Food Program being the only proven supply chain program to end these 
abuses, Wendy’s, the third largest hamburger chain in the world, has refused to join. 
Farmworkers called for a Wendy’s boycott in 2016.  The PC(USA) was the first faith 
denomination to endorse the boycott and the church has played a vital role in the many 
campaigns that have convinced powerful retailers to join the Fair Food Program. Eighty 
farmworkers from CIW will be visiting Atlanta in March as they travel on the 4 for Fair Food 
Tour, joining students and community leaders to insist four public universities – UNC/Chapel 
Hill, OSU, U Mich, and Univ. FL cut ties with Wendy’s until they put human rights on their menu. 
And this news, just in!  U Mich has declared Wendy’s is not welcome on campus until it joins 
the Fair Food Program! So maybe it will be renamed the “1 Down and 3 to Go Tour!” If you’d 
like to hop on the bus going from Atlanta to Gainesville for the tour’s finale stop at University of  
Florida, you can learn more here. 
 
You can your support for farmworkers’ human rights by refraining from patronizing Wendy’s,  
signing the petition, spreading the word and giving to help fuel the bus that will bring 
farmworkers to these four campuses… and to Georgia!  And on March 11th don’t miss the 
chance to learn more and break bread with CIW and your neighbors across Atlanta! 
 
 


