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The 43rd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska 
Saint George of the Artic Episcopal Church – Kotzebue, Alaska 

October 4-October 7, 2018 

Finding Strength to be Free 

1 Thess. 5:11 “so encourage each other and give each other  

strength, just as you are doing now”(NCV) 

Thursday October 4, 2018 

Registration opened at 5:00 p.m. followed by dinner and fellowship time.  The Convention opened at 

7:45 p.m. with a Recovery Eucharist which included a sermon from the Convention Keynote speaker, 

the Rt. Rev. David Bailey Bishop of Navajoland. 

Friday October 5, 2018 

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer was led by the Arctic Coast delegates which included lessons, prayers and singing in 

Inupiat 

Opening session 

Call to Order.  The Rt. Rev. Mark Lattime, 8th Bishop of Alaska, called the convention to order at 9:30 

a.m. 

Quorum.  The 63 registered delegates are listed on Attachment #1 to these minutes.  Of those listed, 61 

were present for the roll call and the Bishop declared a quorum was present for the Convention. 

Convention Officers 

➢ Secretary:  The Bishop nominated Dee Ellen Grubbs, guest from Juneau Holy Trinity as 

convention secretary; she was accepted without objection 

➢ Robert’s Rules of Order:  The Bishop moved that the convention adopt as its rules of order the 

Roberts Rules of Order and the canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska, and they were 

accepted without objection. 

➢ Treasurer:  The Bishop nominated the Rev. Marilyn Duggar, delegate from Nenana, St. Mark’s, 

as Treasurer, and she was accepted without objection 

➢ Chancellor:  The Bishop nominated Eric Wohlforth as Chancellor, and he was accepted without 

objection.  Eric has served as Chancellor for the Diocesan Convention for the previous 35 years. 

➢ Vice Chancellor:  After consultation with Tim Middleton who has served as Vice Chancellor for 

the Diocesan Convention for many years and who wishes at this time to resign his post, the 

Bishop nominated Sarah Stanley from St. Mary’s in Anchorage to serve as Vice Chancellor for 
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the Convention.  She was accepted without objection.  The Bishop expressed his gratitude to Tim 

Middleton for his service over these last many years. 

 

➢ Parliamentarian:  The Bishop appointed Peg Fisher, Anchorage All Saint’s as Parliamentarian. 

 

➢ The Bishop nominated delegates to the convention committees as listed on Attachment # 2 to 

these minutes 

 

Visitors 

 

➢ Visitors and Guests:  Rev Dawn Allen-Herron moved to give seat and voice to the guests and 

visitors among us and gratitude for their presence.  MSP unanimously  

 

COMMITTEES (See attachment #2): 

 

Dispatch of Business. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Fred Hansen, delegate from Holy Spirit, Eagle River, as Chairperson of 

the Dispatch of Business Committee.  The Committee members were introduced and asked to 

stand.  The Bishop asked any committees wishing to make a report to the convention to contact 

Fred or one of the committee members to schedule time on the agenda. 

 

Constitutions & Canons. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Rev. Gordon Blue, delegate from Juneau Holy Trinity, Chairperson of the 

Constitutions & Canons Committee.  The Bishop explained the process for amending the 

Diocesan Constitution.  It is necessary to accept proposed amendments to the Constitution at the 

annual convention acting on a resolution that was properly submitted to the body.  If the 

amendment is approved at an annual Convention, it is not effective until Convention the 

following year.  The amendment shall then be effective if after a second consideration, it is 

accepted by a 2/3 majority vote of the Convention.   

 

Resolutions. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Rev. Judith Lethin, delegate from Homer St. Augustine’s, Chairperson of 

the Resolutions Committee.  The Bishop announced that there are no pre-filed resolutions for the 

Convention to consider and explained that a resolution that does not come from a Committee of 

the Convention must be pre-filed or announced at the opening session to be considered.  The 

Bishop called for any resolutions from the floor to come forward for a first reading.  There being 

none the Bishop explained that moving forward, Committees of the Convention may move a 

resolution and it does not require a second to be considered. 

 

Prayer. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Paul Williams Jr., delegate from Beaver St. Matthew’s, Chairperson of 

the Prayer Committee.  The prayer committee will meet throughout the Convention to pray.  

Delegates and visitors and guests were invited to put their prayer requests in the prayer bucket. 
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Bishop’s address. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Rev. Bessie Titus, delegate from Minto, St. Barnabas, Chairperson of the 

Committee on the Bishop’s Address.  The Committee is charged with the responsibility of 

providing feedback on the Bishop’s address and bringing forth any resolution that may be 

prompted from his message to the Convention. 

 

Next convention. 

➢ The Bishop introduced Rev. Lauran Pifke, delegate from Holy Spirit, Eagle River as Chairperson 

for the Committee on the Next Convention. 

 

The Bishop called for any objections to the Committee appointments as presented; there being non all 

Committee appointment were adopted without objection 

 

Godly Play Missioner 

 

➢ The Bishop introduced and welcomed Alison Talley missioner for Godly Play and announced 

that Alison will be setting up a table at the front of the church with helpful resources to support 

the Godly Play program.  Alison is also a delegate from Juneau, Holy Trinity. 

 

The Session adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Bishop’s address to the Convention 

 

The Bishop expressed how good it is to be together and in Kotzebue.  Thanks to Kotzebue and St. 

George in the Artic, especially thanks to Rev. Mary Norton, Rector of St. George in the Artic; thanks to 

the people of Kotzebue and especially thanks be to God.  It’s a big task to house and feed all the 

convention attendees and it is very much appreciated. 

 

Bishop Mark welcomed Bishop David Bailey, Bishop of Navajoland and his wife Ann Bailey.  Bishop 

Mark related that Bishop David is the 1049st Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States; B 

Mark 1050! 

 

The Bishop gave hearty thanks to the Diocesan staff, Suzanne Krull Cannon for Finance and 

Administration 21 years; Lynette Winfrey- Frank, Administrative Assistant for 17 years and new to the 

Bishop’s staff this year, Melissa Corbet, assistant to the Bishop.   

 

The Bishop continued with thanksgiving and referred to the Beatitudes which tell us that we are blessed 

even when challenged; as the Body of Christ we know that we live in the unconditional love of Jesus; 

we have what no one can take away from us.  When gathered as a church we feel the abundance.  As a 

Church we experience the strength and power to rise above all the hurt that surrounds us; the Bishop 

reassured the congregation that the love of Christ can never be taken away.  The Bishop expressed his 

gratitude for how the love of Christ is expressed in this Diocese.  Of special note are the many licensed 

ministry trainings that have occurred over this past year.  The many trainings and licensing for lay 

Eucharistic ministers and lay worship leaders has led to an increase in services.  The 2003 cannons 

changed lay ministry to licensed ministry to make the point that ministry is given to us at baptism; so all 

lay persons are also ministers; “the first ordination” happens at baptism.  The Bishop expressed 
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appreciation for the licensed ministries and those who teach and prepare for those to be licensed.  The 

most recent license granted in Kotzebue is Pastoral administration.  Next training session in for the 

Pastoral administration license will be in Fairbanks, the weekend of October 13-14, 2018.  Suzanne 

Krull will be trainer. 

 

Bishop explained that he supports ordination but, often does not find people that are interested in 

ordination.  He does however find many are willing to be a licensed worship leader.  There are 7 

licenses (Pastoral Leader, Worship Leader, Preacher, Eucharistic Minister, Eucharist visitor, Catechist, 

Evangelist); when a person has several the Bishop hopes it will lead to ordination.  But the goal is first 

to help all of us to have the skill to exercise authority in their ministry in our communities.  The 

congregations already have the love and commitment to practice their ministry; the trainings are a 

helpful resource.  Having licensed Eucharistic ministers and worship ministers have resulted in 

communion services because licensed ministers can attend a Eucharist and travel to take consecrated 

elements to a village. 

 

The Bishop spoke about a translation project at Whitehorse which translated the 1662 Canadian prayer 

book to Yukon Gwichin.  There is a new translation project supported by a UTO grant to translate the 

1979 Episcopal prayer book into Alaskan Gwichin which promises to be helpful.  The Bishop 

encouraged others to consider bringing forward translation projects. 

 

The Bishop gave thanks to the deaneries and deanery leadership.  Funds are now being channeled into 

the deaneries to be used as needed.  Deaneries have used the funds for trainings, travel for support of 

deanery activities, prayer services, and to sponsor building projects.  

 

The Bishop expressed his thanks for stewardship.  Many in our communities are very generous; many 

give as an expression of faith; the challenge is to encourage one another to give in faith and to give to 

the church.  An example of growing stewardship is the Leadership Project Resource program.  The 

Bishop along with Suzanne Krull, Rev. Lauren Pifke, Rev. Chip Mills and Bob Coghill traveled to 

Texas for a small Dioses training week.  Committee members are charged with the duty of sharing what 

they learned with the churches in their Deaneries.   

 

The Bishop stated that our convention theme, finding strength to be free, is “my big hairy dream for our 

diocese”.  The theme is well expressed in 1 Thess 5:11 “So encourage each other and give each other 

strength, just as you are doing now”.  Continuing, the Bishop said that in Alaska as throughout the world 

many people struggle with addiction – all at the convention have been touched by addiction to drugs and 

alcohol either by their own struggles or because of those of their family, friends and co-workers.  The 

first 200 years of the Church, the members lived in community, they loved each other.  That is what 

attracted the phenomenal growth of the early church. 

 

The Church today, needs something to offer, like the early Church.  Today’s Church needs a way to 

healing and recovery.  The process of recovery is similar for all kinds of trauma including recovery from 

addiction.  We need to show those that have experienced tragic loss or are wounded in heart and soul 

that we know love and can share it.  We are called to strengthen one another.  We have the power of 

Jesus; we can be a community of healing for our people.  Because we have the power of Jesus, we need 

to commit to using the power to help our communities to heal. 
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The church in the community or village should be the safe place where the victim of trauma can be safe 

to share and heal; for the addicted not to be judge but helped and held accountable to health and 

wholeness.   

 

The church needs to understand the process of recovery.  The Liturgy of Recovery has been developed 

to assist in this understanding and is available to each congregation.  The Church’s role is even more 

important because there is a failure of popular culture to be helpful and supportive.  Face Book and other 

social media are not doing a good job—even church people are “beating up on each other” If the church 

can’t be a place that models reconciliation and recovery who can?  If church is overly judgmental and 

condemning it does not support recovery.  The Church needs to develop a culture of forgiveness.  Not 

easy forgiveness; forgiveness without judgment but with expectations.  Jesus would be calling us to put 

in the effort to understand what is going on, to engage ways to help. 

 

The disease of addiction is a disease of denial.  We all need to recognize that traumatic experiences as 

well as addiction impact all our lives.  That is why the Church needs to be communities of recovery.  We 

can only do it by the grace of God and by starting.  Just start, have a conversation; at least one Sunday a 

year talking about recovery.  This could be a resolution from the Bishop’s address….  Churches can 

devote a minimum of one Sunday a year to the issue of recovery.  We need to start with an intentional 

conversation and need to continue what is started.  We need to be the Church that changes the world. 

 

The biggest growth in the church was in the first 200 years; the early church had none of the “trappings” 

of today’s church, but they had a Christian community; they lived the teaching and life of Jesus; they 

had a habit of living out the gospel radically; they were so unique that they drew others to them.  The 

early church was welcoming but very careful; a person had to “walk the walk”, they had to follow Jesus 

to be part of the early church. 

 

We need to learn the things that support recovery and the things we do as a Church that derail it.   

The message of retribution is not a helpful message to people who are struggling.  We need to 

emphasize the opportunity for new life through recovery.  We need to break free from denial and to 

remember that easy forgiveness is dangerous to a person’s soul.    

 

The Bishop urged everyone to listen to the resources at convention with open hearts; let the love of 

Christ feed you so that we can be there for those who are broken and who are sorrowful and suffer from 

addiction.  The popular culture has not brought healing.  It is time to consider the role of faith in 

recovery; and to consider what the church has to offer.  Remember the verses following I Thess 5:11, to 

the 22nd verse: “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  But 

we beseech you, brethren, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and 

admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.  Be at peace among 

yourselves and we exhort you, brethren, admonish the idle, encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, 

be patient with them all.  See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 

another and to all.  Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test 

everything; hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil. 
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At the conclusion of his address, the Bishop dismissed the body to a break, to be followed by 

meetings of the deaneries; noonday prayers at 11:45, lunch at noon and committee meetings at 

1:15p.m  

 

11:45 Noon day prayers were conducted by the Interior Deanery 

 

2:30 p.m.  The Bishop reconvened the body with announcements: 

➢ Convention needs a hashtag so, use #EDA Kotzebue.  The hashtag will be the social media link 

for the convention.  If you post pictures or other items add #EDA Kotzebue to your posting and 

use the hashtag for your social media searches. 

➢ The Bishop recognized the Rev. David Terwilliger, Chairperson of the Nominations Committee.  

Rev. Terwilliger, announced that the nomination process will close tomorrow morning, October 

6, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.  If you have a nomination to make, check with the person first to get their 

consent and then have info to Rev. Terwilliger.  Elections will be at the 9:30 a.m. business 

session 

 

2:30 p.m.  The afternoon session began with a key note address from The Rt. Rev. David Bailey, 

Bishop of Navajoland.  Bishop Bailey shared his personal story about the early years of addiction to 

drinking.  He shared the intense suffering and his redemption through AA and the Episcopal Church.  

He shared that an individual’s way of life is 180 degrees different when recovered.  The Bishop said that 

we know that other drugs, especially prescription drugs are also addictive.  One out of 10 drinkers will 

become alcoholic, but it is hard to tell who will become alcoholic in the early stages because it is a 

progressive disease. 

 

The Bishop talked about the importance of embracing healing.  Healing will bring an end to the 

progressive stages of alcoholism.  Alcoholism is cancer of the sole.  Spiritually, physically and mentally.  

It attacks the body, mind and spirit.  Eventually the alcoholic loses the spiritual connection.  We need to 

carry the message that everyone can have fullness of life regardless of who you are or what limitations 

there are in your life. 

 

Prior to 1935 no one dealt with alcoholism as a disease; those affected were considered moral 

degenerates.  In 1935 Bill W. and Dr. Bob recognized the church had given up on them and there was no 

place for help.  AA was born.  Bill W and Dr. Bob were able to build a program with physical and 

mental support, but the spiritual component was missing.  They realized the need to recognize a higher 

power.  The pair were joined by Sam Shoemaker an Episcopal priest.  The three developed the 12-step 

program.  The goal of the program was to be a “restoration project”.  AA provided a chance for 

alcoholics to believe in a power greater than they are.  The program provides for “giving over to God as 

the individual knows God to be”.  Since 1935 the medical community and the spiritual community have 

come to the realization, that there are ways to help people to get better sooner than later. 

 

Bishop Bailey said that tomorrow he will pass out a test for those that drink; don’t have to make it 

public; just for the individual.  It’s a health test, not a moral test.  Alcoholism is a complex disease.  

Some people have an allergic reaction to alcohol.  Alcoholism is a chronic illness and it is fatal.  

Withdrawal from alcohol can result in convulsions and death.  Withdrawal should be done under 

medical support.  The disease is also fatal because of the way it acts on our bodies.  Bishop Bailey said 

that he is aware of recent medical literature that shows that drinking is not healthy.  The Bishop spoke of 
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things happening in Navajoland.  Communities average 700-800 people; all families are affected.  

Sometimes 10-12 members of a 35-person congregation will be intoxicated during the service.  

Navajoland is in Utah, New Mexico and Arizona.  Bishop Dailey was able to refurbish an old hospital to 

serve the female Native population.  The most under- served population has been the female population.  

85% of funds have gone to serve the male population, but the incidence of alcoholism is equally 

occurring in the female population. 

 

There is a program in the Farmington area to respond to health and wholeness for women.  Female 

alcoholics or females with alcoholism in their families are being served by the Navajoland program.  

There are ways to be a healing community – context of the community trying to serve.  Long standing 

communities sometimes are stale; no impetus to change.  So, the need is there to help the Church grow 

into healing communities.  St. Mary’s is the largest congregation with 647 parishioners.  In large 

communities it is helpful if smaller groups form.  So, what does the community look like?  The leaders 

cannot be the healing community without the support of the congregation.  The change can come about 

not from Bible study but from Jesus study.  The congregation needs to identify its ministry.  The 

ministry of recovery is about bringing the word of Jesus to those who are hurting.  The clergy can’t do it 

by themselves.  Building a recovery community can start with an understanding of what is missing for a 

person that suffers from alcoholism or addiction.  They are missing understanding, support, hope, loving 

confrontation, self-respect and honesty.  They are seeking a way back in. 

 

Alcoholism recovery is messy, ugly, nasty; we must recognize that we are asking the congregation to do 

messy ugly nasty stuff, but we call it the love of Christ.  The first step is for the community to say ,“we 

want to do that”.  Then comes the opportunity to make healing happen.  First how do we provide a place 

for people to go to get support? 

 

The Church needs to provide a place and an opportunity for addicted persons to be accepted.  The 

congregation needs education to build understanding.  Another issue is that many alcoholics are good 

manipulators so loved ones often become enablers. 

 

Part of being a healing community involves education.  This is a chronic problem that will not be 

quickly solved so need to take the time and set a deliberate direction. 

 

One first step is to set up AA.  Al anon is also a helpful group.  The Bishop shared the analogy, 

“touching one bird will make the whole mobile move”.  It is a family dynamic; so, each member needs 

to find health for themselves.  The Bishop listed many written resources and provided printed hand-outs 

containing a list of the references.  These references can be used as a resource for a book group. 

 

The Church needs to offer a way for the person to come back to the community.  Not cheap grace.  Love 

offers a process to return to community.  Usually in a small community where there is a universal shared 

history, it is hard to get started to be a recovering community.  The essentials of a healing community 

are, place, opportunity and education. 

 

The next step is to let the community know that “the place is here”.  The way to reach out is probably 

different in each community.  Need to let the wider community that “we are a place of healing”….if you 

don’t act out you are welcome at services and meetings. 
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Once on the road to recovery there is a struggle.  There is a regression when people get caught up in 

Alcoholism.  Community needs the patience for restoration. 

 

Questions:  What % of men v. women are Navajo alcoholics?  About 50/50 but death due to alcoholism 

is higher in women than in men. 

 

How do you integrate the love of God into the recovery process?  Bishop Bailey says emphasize the life 

of Jesus (of course the congregation needs to “walk the walk”….Encourage the alcoholic to take one day 

at a time; make sure the door is always open for return.   

 

The only way to help is by education to identify and help with a health problem. 

Ala teen is also a helpful organization.  There is a need to look at the role of everyone in the group (or 

family) when one person changes their role it upsets the entire group. 

 

The important thing is to engage in the process of beginning.  Remember, it takes a lot of time to effect 

change.    

 

At the conclusion of the Keynote address, Bishop Mark shared some of his personal experiences and 

interactions with loved ones who are alcoholics.  He stated that his experiences have shown him the 

futility of enabling a loved one and the necessity of health for the enabler.  Reconciliation forgiveness is 

possible, and although it does not always lead to recovery for the alcoholic it is essential for the health of 

the enabler. 

 

4:45 p.m. Second Business session 

 

Presentation on EFM:   

➢ Rev. Gail Loken gave a short presentation on Education for Ministry (EFM).  She also 

introduced Rev. Elsa DeHeart who is an on-line mentor for EFM.  The program is sponsored by 

Sewanee University of the South School of Theology.  The program is four years and consists of 

training for Old Testament, New Testament, Church History, and Theology, (faith, thinking, 

understanding); there is on line information on the Sewanee cite.  The Diocese will support 

tuition in the budget. 

 

Sustainable structures. 

➢ Rev. Caroline Malseed recalled the resolution at the 2017 Convention that resolved in part to 

“…commend to the church organizations and congregation good environmental stewardship…”  

To make Diocesan structures more sustainable a resource packet has been created which includes 

a list of contractors that can give an assessment on the status of your buildings toward the goal of 

making them more environmentally sound.  Rev. Malseed has a packet for each congregation. 

 

➢ Godly Play.  Alison Talley is the missioner for Godly Play in Alaska.  She shared a little about 

the mission of Godly Play.  Godly is a form of worship for children.  In 1972 Jerome Berryman 

an Episcopal priest originally developed stories for children who were sick.  The ministry started 

in Houston Texas and it is now worldwide.  The program was originally for children and now 

programs are being developed for adults.  
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FIT grants: 

➢ Rev. Mary Norton gave a report on the FIT grants, which are presented in detail on pages 20-29 

of the Convention packet. 

Next Convention Committee Report.  

➢ The Next Convention Committee continued the two-year planning process suggested by the Next 

Convention Committee at the 2016 diocesan convention and presented its motion. 

M/P unanimously to hold the 44th diocesan convention at St Mary’s in Anchorage on 

October 3-5, 2019 and to ask St. Matthew’s in Fairbanks to consider hosting the 45th 

diocesan convention in 2020. 

 

Presentation of draft budget for 2019 

➢ Rev. Marilyn Duggar presented the draft budget for 2019.  See attachment # 3 for the Mission 

Statement, highlights, accounts, categories and numbers. 

 

Clergy Transitions 

➢ Ordinations 

 Michael Grubbs was ordained Deacon at Holy Trinity Church, Juneau in November 

➢ Deaths 

 Rev. Michael Curran died in the diocese of Connecticut in May 

 Rev. Keith Lawton died in Wasilla in September 

 Rev. Ron Kotrc died in Ketchikan in April  

 

➢ Assignments 

St. Matthew’s called Rev. Betty Glover most recently from Kansas, to serve as Rector.  Rev. 

Glover went to High School in Delta Junction and has lived in Fairbanks; she has family in 

Valdez. 

 

Our Lady of Alaska 

➢ The Bishop announced that the rotation of the Our lady of Alaska Icon will go to St. John’s in 

Ketchikan for the next year in honor of Rev. Ron Kotrc. 

➢  

Evening Prayer 

➢ Tonight, Evening Prayer is dedicated to the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna when the 

following candidates will be inducted: 

• Laura Bender, Irene Nicholia-Todd, Gertie Sam, Mary Jenkins, Peggy Fisher 

Randy Phillips, Elsa DeHeart, Deborah Hansen, Charice Wallesen Chambers, 

Harry Randall Hillman, Sudan Gardner Hillman, John Dennis Orella, Linda F 

Strode, Rev. Caroline F. Malseed, Bonnie Elsensohn, Shirley E. Robards. 

 

➢ Celebration of the service will begin at the cemetery across the street from the church.  Vivian 

and the Lane family has invited the convention attendees to join with them in the ceremonial 

laying of the jaw bone of a whale to mark the grave of Rev. Wilfred Lane.  The marking of a 

grave with the jaw bone of a whale is an ancient Artic custom to honor and remember the 

extraordinary life of the deceased.  Convention attendees are honored to be invited to attend.  

The congregation will then move to the Church for the continuation of Evening Prayer. 
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Events after Evening Prayer 

➢ Immediately after the service, the Kotzebue Eskimo dance group will perform, followed by a 

sing-along.  Mother Bell has two buckets of ukuleles she would like to share with anyone 

interested in joining in with the players! 

 

The Convention recessed for the evening at 5:06 p.m. 

 

 

     Saturday October 6, 2018       

 

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer was led by the South Central delegates 

 

9:30 a.m.  Second Business Session 

The business session was called to order by the Bishop at 9:40 a.m. 

➢ Fred Hansen Chairperson of the Dispatch of Business Committee provided the agenda for the 

business session 

➢  

Committee Reports 

➢ David Terwilliger Chairperson of the nomination committee announced that nominations closed 

at 9:30 a.m.  The committee will have a ballot available by 10:30 a.m.; prior to voting the 

candidates will stand for introduction; voting will be 12:15 

➢ Nancy James from the resolution committee reported that in consideration of how important it is 

to speak up about rural churches closing and that it is a privilege to remember our ancestors; the 

committee is asking the Standing committee to look at all interior villages and churches that are 

closed and consider how they might be reactivated 

➢ Rev. Dawn Allen-Herron asked the delegates from St. Mary’s Anchorage to stand and shared 

with the convention that on behalf of Saint Mary’s, they are happy and excited to be the hosts for 

the 2019 convention.  She asked that any of the delegates with ideas, comments or advice for 

next year’s gathering, please give the delegates your suggestions. 

➢ Rev. Gordon Blue Chairperson of the Constitution & Canons Committee introduced the 

committee members and asked them to stand; he announced that the committee members are 

available for questions. 

• Rev. Blue presented a resolution to the convention with a recommendation to pass as 

amended.  Be it resolved:  An Amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese of Alaska, as 

amended in Committee, October 5, 2018.  (See attachment # 4)  Passed unanimously  

• Rev. Blue reported the Committee is bringing forth the first reading of a proposed 

amendment to Article 3, sections 1 and 3 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Alaska by 

changing the words “Parishes and Missions” to “Congregations” and replacing the term 

“Registrar-Historian” to the term “Historiographer”.  The resolution will be brought forward 

for the second reading and voting at the 2019 Convention at St. Mary’s in Anchorage. 

➢ House of Deputies Report:  Rev. Dawn Allen-Herron, Rev. Julie Platson, Rev. Mary Norton and 

Adam Lees gave oral reports on their personal experiences at General Convention.  The full 

report is in the Convention packet. 
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Comments Rev. Anna Frank 

➢ Rev. Anna Frank expressed her concern to the convention that we need to do more to help the 

villages thrive.  Anna reported that the Resolution Committee will be presenting a resolution this 

afternoon about what the committee would like to see happen.  Anna asked all to remember that 

we are not in the Old Testament anymore; we need to do what we can to change the historic 

feelings of judgment.  It is hard to work with native people because they have not learned to 

trust.  Anna explained the church hasn’t worked hard teaching the people that “I am an 

Episcopalian”.  She stated we need to stop the churches for being locked up; we need to teach the 

people that they are worthy; Jesus died for you.  We need to start speaking up; feel a part of the 

Episcopalian group.  In the small church committee; Anna stated that she learned she came from 

a small village, but she is a rich person compared to the villages in Honduras.  She encouraged 

all to move past the doctrine of discovery and to put our message in “Native English dialect”.  

Anna encouraged us to start thinking how can we start to build excitement?  She advised us to 

ask God to put the joy of your work into your heart and your mind.  Her late husband said, “Tash 

(his name for her) go for it”, don’t be lazy; there is still a lot of work to be done”.  Anna said I 

have to show even my own family “how to feed the sheep”.  Ana concluded by saying the word I 

want to leave with you today is how can we help each other.   

Bishop Mark thanked Anna for her remarks and admonished the 

convention, “we need to take seriously as a church that the church has 

created hurt and injury by some of our original actions toward Native 

people.  Our church didn’t bring God to Alaska; God was already here; 

our church lost the opportunity to share the spirit and we need to redeem 

the opportunity.  The doctrine of discovery is how white folks came up 

with justification for taking land for indigenous people; our general 

convention did acknowledge that was wrong and resolved to seek 

reconciliation.” 

 

Introduction of candidates:  Each candidate was asked to stand and introduce themselves. 

 Commission on Ministry 

   Rev. Gordon Blue 

 Standing Committee 

  Seat #4 South Central Lay position (term2021) 

   Peg Fisher 

  Seat #6 Southeast Lay position (term2021) 

   Hunter Davis 

   Bob Coghill 

 Disciplinary Board 

  Seat B: Lay position, not deanery specific (5 year term) 

   Georgia Knazovich 

   Mary Alice McKeen 

  Seat E: Clergy position, not deanery specific (3 year term) 

   Rev. Gayle Nauska 

 FIT (Faith into Tomorrow Endowment) Committee 

  Seat C: Lay position, not deanery specific (4 year term) 

   Bob Coghill 

   Maggie McKay 
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Ballots were distributed to registered delegates; their names were checked off from a master list; it was 

announced that all ballots are due by 12:30 pm 

 

Recovery Ministry Resources 

Bob Coghill, Dean of the Southeast Deanery and Bishop David Bailey, Bishop of Navajoland, presented 

a variety of resources for assisting in ministry to congregations working towards becoming a healing 

community.  Bishop Bailey stated that it is important to begin loving the addict in your pew.  The 

Bishop recommended that the delegates use their cell phones to take pictures of the resources on display.  

All the resources on display are available in the diocesan office  

Bob Coghill shared his history growing up in Nenana and living for many years in Fairbanks.  He now 

resides in Juneau and worships at Holy Trinity.  One significant insight about working in the area of 

teaching for prevention of drug and alcohol abuse came when he was teaching 5th-6th graders.  The 

children said, “you don’t know if you’re an alcoholic because you don’t drink”.  He has however had the 

experience of many people in his life being affected by addiction to alcohol.  Currently he is on the State 

of Alaska Advisory Board for Drugs and Alcohol and engaging in recovery and counseling works.  A 

significant principle to remember is that almost all people will relapse.  All people helping the addicted 

need an understanding of relapse.  Alaska State has lots of resources, but what the state cannot do is talk 

about God.  All Episcopalians are our family; we need to love them; intelligently; each community has 

its own needs.  The AA programs do help; not a complete answer but a proven resource. 

 

Bishop Bailey stated that there is a long standing Clergy Alcoholic Recovery Program.  In the twelve 

steps of AA there is a spiritual depth and understanding of recognizing the need for a higher power who 

loves you enough to give you a process for recovery.  Bishop Bailey credits his co-sponsor with saying 

that “AA needs to be taken step by step; can’t rush the steps.  As you walk through it there is health and 

wholeness on another side.” 

Bishop Bailey said that some communities may need to be more concerned about saving themselves.  

The community needs to inquire; what is the support group that can help me be more than I am?  He 

spoke directly to the delegates and said that no one person can do it by themselves.  He challenged the 

delegates to go back to their vestries or governing body and initiate AA programs. 

 

Bishop Bailey cited Housing First as an example of how to establish guidelines for a recovery program.  

Housing First operates by allowing people to drink; but there are rules and the facility works on a 

recovery model.  There is an expectation for safety for the individual first but also for all others of the 

community. 

 

Sometimes it is best for a community to start with an al-anon for support of friends and family members 

of an alcoholic.  It is important to stress that alcoholism is a health issue, not a moral issue.  Bishop 

Bailey advises identifying resources within the church.  The task the delegates have is to take the 

information back to their individual churches.   

 

Bob Coghill shared his participation on the State of Alaska Advisory Board for Drugs and Alcohol and 

stated sometimes is felt a bit awkward because he doesn’t drink.  However, it is true that some drinkers 

need sober friends and that a person does not need to be in recovery to be a sponsor.   

 

In summary Bishop Bailey stressed that the three essentials of a recovery program are “Place”, 

“Opportunity” and “Education”.  He challenged all communities to “be a place of recovery and mean it -
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-- make it a statement to the community; sponsor events where people in recovery can feel included; it is 

mostly about presence of heart” 

 

Comments from Convention Participants 

➢ Colleen E. Swan from Kivalina:  Collen shared that she has served as the administrator or her 

tribal authority.  She feels that it is very important to identify the cause of the individual’s 

addiction in order to help develop program that is useful to them.  She shared her opinion that the 

work of Bishop Gordon help undo the bad things that the church did to Native people.  There 

were well trained priests who were able to infuse the congregations with ways to express the love 

of Christ in Native ways which are different from the ways of the church.  Coleen asked the 

Convention to develop a report that is adaptable to the Native community, using Village English. 

 

Irene Todd from Fairbanks: 

➢ Cautioned the Convention delegates even if they are not aware of a Native presence in their 

communities, they should be careful about concluding that there are no Native people.  Be 

careful of your words there may be native people who will hear your comments.  The need to 

revitalize the church is not just a native problem; we pray every day and as much as we need to 

encourage others, we need to work on ourselves first. 

 

Bishop Bailey thanked the speakers for their comments and said it is so important that we all talk to each 

other.  It is important to help each of us to learn what we don’t know. 

 

1:45 p.m. Business session 

 

At the opening of the Business session Bishop Bailey presented a gift to Bishop Mark with thanks to 

him for the invitation to Convention and appreciation from him and his wife Ann to Bishop Mark and all 

the Clergy 

 

Nominations and Elections committee: 

 

Results of elections  

 Commission on Ministry:  

 Southeast Clergy position (3 year term)    Rev. Gordon Blue 

 

 Standing Committee: 

 Seat #4 South Central Lay position (term 2021)  Peggy Fisher 

 Seat #6 Southeast Lay position (term 2021)   Bob Coghill 

 Seat at Large, Bishop Nominee (term 2021)   Dan Hall 

 

 Disciplinary Board 

 Seat B: Lay position, not deanery specific (5 year term) Mary Alice McKeen 

 Seat E: Clergy position, not deanery specific (3 year term) Rev. Gayle Nauska 

 

 Faith Into Tomorrow Endowment Committee (FIT)  

 Seat C: Lay position, not deanery specific (4 year term) Maggie McKay 

 Seat#3: Appointed by the Bishop    Rev. Mary Norton 
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Chairperson Rev. David Terwilliger thanked the committee; the Bishop also thanked the committee and 

dismissed the committee with thanks. 

 

Report from Budget Committee: 

Chairperson Marilyn Duggar thanked the committee. A motion to pass the budget as presented in the 

2019 draft budget was made from the committee; the motion passed unanimously.  The Bishop 

dismissed the committee with thanks.  (See attachment #3) 

 

Report Resolution Committee: 

 

Resolution #1:  the recent program called roots and wings created a longing for the kind of formation 

that happens when the deep need for intentional formation of native leaders is recognized, so the 

Committee moved the following resolution (as amended).  There was discussion and M/S/P to strike the 

work “the” and insert “an intentional” to the original resolution.  The revised resolution was read by the 

Bishop and M/S/P unanimously 

 

The Episcopal Church, by the grace of God, has done a lot of good things to support Native Leadership 

in the Church in the past, therefore be it Resolved, as we move forward that the David Salmon School of 

Ministry and Training be recognized as an intentional and comprehensive training school for Alaska 

native Worship Leaders and those seeking Ordained Ministry; recognizing the importance for Alaska 

native Elders and Trainers to administer this important program to insure the Native World View, 

Culture, and Languages are recognized, integrated into the curriculum and respected. 

 

Summary of Discussion:  There was a question regarding the budget attached to the 

resolution?  How does the work get done?  The Bishop replied that there is a line item 

budget and the standing committee can raise funds.   Rev. Enoch Adams commented 

that:  The David Salmon school is far ahead of the Arctic Coast; Point Hope set aside 

$10,000 for the planning meeting for the Arctic Coast training center.  When Bishop 

Gordon sent W. Swan to New York to learn how to use the prayer book; so, Milton 

taught Bishop Gordon (Martha his wife taught Milton)…  Not being fully discussed right 

now; Alfred Downing was driving the effort when he got sick, still keeping it alive; don’t 

want to compete  Rev. Dawn Allen-Herron asked, how does this resolution relate to the 

center the arctic coast has been planning?  Nancy James says the concern is that the 

churches are closing; led by lay leadership, but no priest.  Historically 1867 started at 

Point Hope St. Stephens. What are we doing to remember Dr. Burke Mrs. Burke; what 

are we doing with all the property?  Fort Yukon; recommend taking back to the deanery; 

develop your own; work where you are at; should be developed at the deanery level.  

Rev. Anna Frank stated she was a Native commissioner, she met Joe Swan in 1989 at 

Kotzebue when she joined the Artic deanery.  At that time the native people took on the 

responsibility of the Artic Coast.  Many Alaska Natives have gone to Arizona, but it 

shouldn’t be necessary anymore.  The Arctic Coast and Interior deanery.  The training 

center should not just be to train for the pulpit but learning to be healthy Native Alaskans.  

Need to overcome the hurt and pain caused at places like Wrangell Center.  The  training 

center could help with re-entry programs.  Need to build up traditions again because there 

were more healthy times.  We must change in some ways but still maintain our traditions.  
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The elders need to participate.  Lucy Golilie stated at Kivalina and Kotzebue there was 

no Episcopal church (building)--- there needs to be a training cent; it is important. 

 

Colleen Swan said Native ministers are culturally relevant.  The ways of our people are 

based on compassion; knew about a higher power even before the church come.  We 

were born into a culture of compassion.  Trauma from the belief that some traditions are 

devil worship.  All started with the doctrine of discovery; needs to be addressed.  Great 

grandfather that the widows and fatherless had foo when he came back from hunting; his 

storehouse was always overflowing; that’s how leaders were chosen.  Confronted person 

following him; wanted to kill him so he defended himself.  Churches were preaching 

burning in hell; grandfather was scared of burning in hell; lost his skill for hunting.  He 

had red puffy eyes; came home happy  one day; what happened?  He said I wasn’t 

hunting but praying.  One day a voice spoke and told him his compassion has saved him.  

The church needs to come back and teach  Its wrong to not tell the whole truth --- create 

reconciliation – needs to come from the ordained people.  Need to find a way to bring 

together what the bible teaches and the Native way of life.   

 

The Convention recessed at 3:00 p.m. for a break and reconvened at 3:30 p.m.  

 

3:30 p.m. Business session 

 

The Bishop called the convention to order  

 

Report from the Committee on the Bishop’s address: 

➢ Rev. Bessie Titus with thanks to the committee members, gave a report on the work of the 

Bishop’s address committee and moved the Convention to adopt the following resolution: 

Motion by the committee M/P unanimously 

 

Finding Strength to be Free: A Resolution Supporting Recovery Ministries 

 

Whereas, the theme of the 43rd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska is “finding strength 

to be fee” and, 

Whereas, the work of recovery takes many forms and means different thing for those suffering with 

addictions or trauma or injury and, 

Whereas, this is a complex, messy journey requiring time, patience, and education and, 

 

Whereas, acknowledging that we must begin the work of exploring and educating ourselves about 

the issues surrounding addiction, trauma, and injury and, 

Whereas,  by our baptisms we are all ordained to be ministers of healing and reconciliation so that 

our churches may become the safe, supportive place to enter into intentional 

conversations about recovery and healing and, 

Whereas, recognizing the gifts that our elders, communities and traditional ways of living are, and 

the place they have in recovery, therefore  

Be it resolved that the Episcopal Dioceses of Alaska will dedicate a minimum of one Sunday per year to 

the ministry of recovery and,  
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Be it further resolved that as we continue to engage in the work of healing and recovery ministries, we 

follow the Way of love: the Way of Jesus. 

 

The Bishop released the Committee from responsibility with thanks. 

 

Report on Dancing with the Spirit: 

➢ Rev. Belle gave a summary of the Dancing with the Spirit ministry and gave thanks to Suzanne 

and Lynette and the Bishop for help with the administration of the project.  Her full report is on 

page 30 of the Convention packet 

 

Comments from Judy Gau: 

➢ Gave thanks to the Diocese for the Worship ministries training.  Because of the trainings she has 

done a funeral and the Easter service by herself; very helpful 

 

Report from the Courtesy Committee 

➢ Chairperson Rev. Gayle Nauska thanked the committee members, Michele Bifelt, Katheryn 

Daquilanea, Rev. Anna Frank, Sharon Korwan, Matt Rush and Daisy Hamilton and brought forth 

a motion to pass the following resolution which was passed with a standing acclamation. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our sincere thanks to all those involved in organizing, hosting and 

participating in the 43rd convention of the Diocese of Alaska. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we thankfully recognize the congregation of St. George’s-in-the-Arctic in 

Kotzebue for their hard work in preparing for this large gathering. We thank The. Rev. Mary Norton 

who chaired the convention preparations; the gracious host families, and those who coordinated the 

transportation, and those who coordinated the housing, all the drivers and hosts who opened their 

homes, and workers in the community. 

We give thanks for those who provided transportation, especially Kris Lethin, Ernest Norton, and Brad 

and Mary Reeve. 

Special thanks for everyone involved in the responsibility for the wonderful meals.  We gratefully thank 

the kitchen team of Blaine Barger, Barbara Collison, Charla Kouadio, Karen Hensley and the countless 

food donations and clean-up crew.  Special thanks go to the people who helped with all the nuts and 

bolts of preparing for and  helping the convention to go smoothly, especially Ella Lisbourne, Theresa 

Coley-Kouadio, Vivian Lane, and Willie Towksjhea. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we thank the Arctic Coast Deanery and all the local churches, especially for the 

community of Kotzebue for providing housing. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we thank the Diocesan staff for their preparations and support of this 

Convention: Canon Suzanne Krull, Melissa Corbett, and Lynnette Winfrey-Frank.  

BE IT RESOLVED we express our deep appreciation to the Right Reverend Mark Lattime for his 

address and for presiding at the Convention.  We extend sincere thanks for his listening, insights, 
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prayers, guidance, leadership, kindness, joy, and sense of humor. We give thanks for his vulnerability in 

sharing his journey, and his courage in choosing the topic of recovery. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we thank our keynote speaker The Right Reverend David Bailey for speaking on 

recovery and the Recovery Community. We appreciate his transparency, insight, humor, and empathy. 

We also thank his wife, Ann Bailey, who spoke at the clergy gathering on her journey and recovery 

community.  

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our thanks to Dee Ellen Grubbs, Secretary; all the chairs and 

committees for making the meetings run smoothly. 

BE IT RESOLVED we thank all the singers and musicians for their inspirational music.  Specials thanks 

to the Inupiaq Traditional Dancers.  

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our sincere appreciation to the clergy, delegates, and visitors who 

gathered here in the Name of Jesus to do the work of the Church.  Above all we give thanks for the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit into the future of our Diocese. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we send our condolences to the families of The Rev Keith Lawton, The Rev. 

Michael Curran, and The Rev. Ron Krotrc. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our appreciation for and to Tim Middleton for his many years of 

service as Vice Chancellor for the Diocese of Alaska. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our appreciation for and to Deacon Betty Lou Anthony for her many 

years of service as a deacon.  We accompany her with prayers of comfort and peace on her final 

journey.  

BE IT RESOLVED that we send our prayers of comfort and peace to the family of Ashley Johnson-Barr 

of Kotzebue; the Attla family of Hughes, and Vent and Bifelt families of Huslia. 

 

The Bishop called for a motion to adjourn the Convention M/S/P unanimously  

 

Convention Adjournment 

The convention adjourned for business at 5:00 p.m.; all were invited to worship at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Compline opened with prayers in Native languages and English, from the Prayer Committee, Chairman 

Paul Williams.  Compline was followed by a time of fellowship. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dee Ellen Grubbs 

Convention Secretary 


