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A celebration in honor of Absalom Jones 
(1746 – 1818), first African-American 
priest in the Episcopal Church, will be 

held on Sunday, Feb. 24, 3 – 5 p.m. at St. Phil-
ip’s Church, 2800 Stanford Avenue, Los An-
geles 90011. 

The H. 
B e l f i e l d 
H a n n i b a l 
Chapter of 
the Union of 
Black Episco-
palians and 
the Diocese of 
Los Angeles 
are sponsors 
of the event, 
which will in-
clude Eucha-
rist celebrated 
by Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce; the 
Rev. Ronald Byrd, missioner for Black Minis-
tries on the staff of Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry, will be the preacher. African-American 
seminarians of the diocese — Andrea Arsene, 
Shawn Evelyn, the Rev. Guy Leemhuis and 
Dominique Piper — will be recognized. 

A reception will follow. Attendees are in-
vited to come early for lunch and to join oth-
ers in playing an Absalom Jones board game 
that Deacon Jamie Hammons, an event or-
ganizer, found at a past General Convention. 

The Rev. Absalom Jones was born enslaved 
in Sussex County, Delaware. He gained his 
freedom and that of his family in the post-
Revolutionary War era. Eventually he over-
came racial barriers and was ordained a dea-
con, then a priest, in the Episcopal Church. 
Jones co-founded Philadelphia’s Free African 
Society, one of the first large free Black com-
munities in the United States. In 1794 he 
established St. Thomas’ African Episcopal 
Church, the first Black church in Philadel-
phia. The Episcopal Church remembers him 
each year on Feb. 13, the date of his death 
in 1818. ?

All are invited to 
Feb. 24 celebration 
of Absalom Jones, 
first Black priest

The Gathering: A Space for Asian-Amer-
ican Spirituality will meet on Satur-
day, Feb. 16, 2 – 4 p.m. at the Japanese 

American National Museum for “Behind 
Barbed Wire: Keeping Children Safe and 
Families Together.” 

The Gathering is among the sponsoring 
organizations of the event, which marks the 
Day of Remembrance, the 77th anniversary 
of Executive Order 9066, by which President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt sent some 120,000 
Japanese-Americans into concentration camps 
for the duration of World War II. 

“Every year the refrain ‘Never again’ is 
repeated over and over to try and educate 
and prevent this shameful abrogation of civil 
rights from recurring,” says the program an-
nouncement. “Yet, current events call upon 
us to stand up against racist hysteria against 
new immigrants. In fact, it is happening 
again. This year’s program will focus on the 
trauma of the past enacted against Japanese 
American families and the trauma of families 
separated at the border.” 

Reservations are requested, and may be 
made at bit.ly/Gath_JANM. ?

‘Beyond Barbed Wire’ at Japanese-American museum 
will consider past injustice, new civil rights cases

Church leaders learn 
bridge-building skills at 
Gathering event
Above: Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce 
moderates a conversation at St. John’s Cathedral 
with speakers Heidi Kim, staff officer to 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on Racial 
Reconciliation, and the Rev. Chuck Wynder, Jr., 
staff officer to the presiding bishop on Social 
Justice and Advocacy Engagement, on Jan. 26. 
The event,  sponsored by The Gathering: A Space 
for Asian-American Spirituality, offered insights 
for Episcopal congregations engaging in 
Asian-American ministry by providing opportuni-
ties to find connections across cultures. D
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Absalom Jones



F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S ’  O F F I C E A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 —

7:30 p.m. Central4 Piano Quartet 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90039 
Information: 310.391.5522 or stbedesla.org

— FRIDAY – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 – 9 —
The Stern Lecture: The Rev. David J. Lose
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades
Info/Reservations: sternlecture@stmatthews.com

— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 —
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Workshop: Radical Dharma  
with angel Kyodo williams 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information:  acamacho@allsaints-pas.org 

5 p.m. Latin Vigil Mass: L.A. Schola 
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: www.saintthomashollywood.org

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 —
4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Concert 
St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or STJLA.org

— TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 —
7 p.m. Taizé Prayer and Song: The Power of Love 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
525 E. 7th Street, Long Beach 90813 
Information: www.stlukeslb.org

— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 —
5 p.m. Choral Evensong 
St. John’s Cathedral 
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 90007 
Information: 213.747.6285

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 —
5 p.m. Music of the French Baroque 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

6 p.m. Sacramentum 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
1325 Monterey Road, South Pasadena                                                                                                         
Information: 626.799.9194 or www.sjcsp.org

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 —
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. End of Life Vigil Companion Train-
ing (First session) 
St. Camillus Center for Spiritual Care 
1911 Zonal Avenue, Los Angeles 90033 
Information: sbrown@ecsbyyourside.org

For additional events and program details, visit 
www.diocesela.org and select Calendar. 

Episcopal News Weekly
Editor: Canon Janet Kawamoto, editor@ladiocese.org 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90026 • 213.482.2040, ext. 251

THE VOLUME 8, NUMBER 5

God bless our lectionary writers. But 
sometimes we have to look between 
the verses.

Teaching about spiritual gifts in 1 Corin-
thians 12, which most of us heard in church 
last Sunday, Paul has the praiseworthy aim 
of promoting interdependence and mutual-
ity. In the body of Christ, everyone’s equal 
and essential. If anyone’s marginalized, op-
pressed, or unheard — whenever their gifts 
are spurned — then the whole body stumbles. 

That’s pretty much the cure for whatever 
ails us. Paul wrote it to a Christian settlement 
in Greece that was riven by factionalism. A 
far-flung diocese in southern California may 
find it useful while grasping for renewed 
unity of purpose across differences of culture 
and language, socioeconomics, and sheer ge-
ography. 

The lectionary reading ends with verse 31a: 
“[S]trive for the greater gifts.” In its context, 
it sounds like a final warning against envy. 
Not everyone can preach up a storm or heal 
12 lepers before lunch. God needs C+ stu-
dents like me, too. Find your niche in what-
ever system you’re in, shine your light, and 
embody the gift of unity. 

But that’s not actually what Paul’s up to 
here. The lectionary writers left out 31b: 
“And I will show you a still more excellent 
way.” It’s an arrow pointing away from ar-
guments about who’s greater, Paul or Apol-
los, away from bickering about who’s going 
to polish the silver while someone else gets 
to wear the peaked hat with the two ribbons 
on the back. Verse 31b promises that we’re 
about to be offered an antidote to all envy, 
greed, selfishness, and injustice. It even sug-
gests that self-reflection and personal discern-
ment can be overdone, that too much focus 
on me, on what God wants for me or from 
me owing to my unique gifting, can be un-
productive.

The missing half-verse points not back-
ward to the exposition about spiritual gifts 
but straight ahead to 1 Corinthians 13, Paul’s 
epic love poem to love. We’ll hear it in church 
today. If I still believe that Paul communed 
with the risen, immanent Christ in some su-
pernatural way on his Christian-oppressing 
travels around the ancient Middle East, it’s 
because of these verses, which sound like a di-
rect download from the Almighty Cloud, the 
very heart of God. 

If I have the power to preach and proph-

esy, if I give away ev-
erything I have, even if 
I believe in God, but I 
don’t have love, I am 
nothing. Without love, spiritual gifts are 
dust, lousy with irrelevance. Though no bible 
scholar, I’ve read many canonical and non-
canonical texts from the first century, and I’ve 
never read anything else from that era that 
sounds like chapter 13. If you have, please 
send it to me. 

We read it out at weddings to couples who, 
in three years, will be going nine rounds over 
whether to put the knives in the dishwasher 
blade up or blade down. It was even a gag 
in “Wedding Crashers.” We’ve all heard the 
passage so often that it’s perfectly under-
standable if we stop listening. 

But even if you dozed through the noisy 
gong and clanging cymbal this morning, 
please remember this line: “Love does not in-
sist on its own way.” That’s always the hard-
est bit for me, especially if I’m sure I’m right 
or I really am right. For someone else, finding 
their own way out of invisibility or oppres-
sion to claim their place in the body, achieving 
recognition for their unique gifting — these 
are absolutely legitimate and necessary steps 
of self-determination, fully in keeping with 
the words of 1 Corinthians 12 and the im-
peratives of the gospel. And yet the deference, 
humility, and self-sacrificial essence of love 
comprise the imperative of chapter 13. Ex-
ploring the mystery between these absolutes 
may well be the work of all our lifetimes. ?

The love that doesn’t have 
to have its own way
By Bishop John Harvey Taylor

John Harvey Taylor

O Beauty Ever Ancient, 
Ever New 

A music CD by the choir of 
St. James in-the-City Church, 

Los Angeles
Featuring music of contemporary 
Baltic and Anglican composers, 
three compositions by conductor 
James Buonemani, and more.

Available at stjla.org/album 
and at music retailers.


