
Supplement to the Handbook for the Stated Meeting on February 9, 2019 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
For recommendation: 
 
Amantha Barbee (Charlotte Presbytery) has been called as the pastor of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.  
Effective date:  February 25, 2019. 
 

Amantha Barbee 
Faith Journey 

 
I simply could not spend one more Sunday in that 2nd grade Sunday school class. I thought surely there 
was more to God than what we were doing. So, I made a deal with my mother. I promised that I would 
visit my pastor once per week in lieu of going to Sunday school. It was easy. He lived within walking 
distance. From 2nd grade until I graduated from high school, I visited Dr. Leon C. Riddick, every week. 
He became my mentor, a father figure, and a spiritual friend.  
 
At the age of 16 Dr. Riddick and I drove to the mountains to check on his vacation property, which we 
did monthly. On this particular day he asked me to walk with him and we prayed. I had an experience 
with the Holy that I will never forget. It changed my life, but it frightened me. From the age of 16 until 
way into adulthood I ran from the obvious call on my life. I was no different than Jonah. I too ran to 
Tarshish to avoid God. 
 
That call never left me. I was in constant conversation with God through college, my first career, and my 
personal life. I made, what I thought was, a deal with God. I promised God that I would offer my music 
and stop singing jazz, R & B, and opera. I would only participate in religious music. I did that off and on 
for many years. That was not what God asked me to do and I really had no peace. 
 
Dr. Riddick retired and within a short time was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. After a 9-year illness he 
came to a point where he only remembered five people. I was one of the five. I would often stay at his 
home to give his wife an opportunity to get a good night’s sleep. Four days before he died, I walked into 
his room and he was attempting to change the channel on the television with a tube of chap stick. He told 
me that the batteries were dead. He asked me to help him. I took the chap stick and gave him the remote 
and he was satisfied with my technological expertise. He looked to the wall and appeared to have a 
conversation with someone. Five minutes later he looked back at me and said with total clarity, “Do not 
forget the call on your life. You are still responsible to God.” I enrolled in seminary that July in summer 
Hebrew at Union Presbyterian Seminary – Richmond.  
 
Each step since that day has been one of faith. The transition from corporate America to church leadership 
has been a walk of faith, patience, and perseverance. My ministry now encompasses my musical gifts in a 
way that I believe honors God with my whole self. I learned an incredible and life altering lesson from 
being the minister on staff of the women at the transitional living center. They taught me more than I 
could learn in any university. They taught me about faith in action, trust, love, and forgiveness of self; 
vital elements of ministry.  My congregational ministry has deepened my pastoral care and love for those 
who serve inside the church. My community ministry has allowed me to use my voice to speak for those 
with no voice and use my position to fight for the rights of others. Faith is an action word and that is why 
I minister. Ministry is an act of faith. 
 

 



Amantha L Barbee 
Statement of Faith 

 
I believe in God as creator of all in heaven and on earth. Human beings do not have the capacity to 
understand the complexities of the glory of God therefore, we must not allow our finite understandings to 
thwart the endless possibilities of what God is doing and can do in and with our lives. God is! 
 
I believe Jesus was and is offered to us as a perfect example of who God wants us to be. Jesus gave 
everything he was to honor God, making no divisions between those who society deemed less than and 
the establishments of the modern world. He did so to his demise on a cross to pave the way for our 
salvation, our life with God. 
 
I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit, the vehicle for our faith. This power doesn’t have to be seen but 
is felt and is known by our healing, our forgiveness, our strength, our confidence, and our joy in the Lord. 
The Holy Spirit engulfs us and truly is that ‘ruach,’ that wind which carries us assuredly into the newness 
of life each day. 
 
I believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God offered to us to learn and grow through it together 
with honest, deep, and intentional study. I believe it should be studied in the context in which it was 
written, understanding the historical and cultural realities of its time. After proper understanding, we can 
then study them through our cultural realities and our past and present gaining matchless guidance for 
life. It is through that understanding that we can be empowered to fight for justice in a way that is 
pleasing to God and honors our commitment to discipleship. In treating our neighbor as ourselves, we 
automatically fight for justice if we expect to maintain our own rights as children of God. 
 
I believe the Church is a necessary entity for teaching, respite, learning, koinonia and Christian love. I 
believe the church is where Romans 12:2 comes to life where we start our non-conformity to the world 
and the transformation of our minds. 
 
I believe the Sacraments are by their very definition “sacred.” The Lord’s Supper and Baptism are 
indeed sacred expressions and responses to our faith. In Baptism our response comes in the form of 
trusting and faithful parents bringing their child before God and the assembly thus honoring the promises 
God is faithful to keep. Our response also comes in the action of confessing created ones offering a 
personal profession of faith who were not baptized as infants. This is a powerful and wonderful witness 
that God reaches all of us exactly where we are.  
 
The Lord’s Supper is a true sign and seal of God’s grace. Jesus sat at table with friends and enemies and 
loved all of them. The Holy meal is a true sign of unity, grace, forgiveness, and love. Our willingness to 
come to the Table, even with our brokenness is a beautiful and powerful response to who we must be as 
Christians. Furthermore, it speaks to our faithful remembrance of who Jesus is and who we are.  
 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
 
Admit to Record 
 
The following  people have submitted their annual reports with the following housing allowance requests: 
 
Johnson, Julie      10,000 
Campbell, Letitia     20,000 



Mpoyo, Gad      20,000 
Oh, Jihyun      declared in Louisville 
Ward, Peter      0 
 
That the following terms of call between Amantha Barbee and Oakhurst Presbyterian Church are 
approved.  Effective date:  February 25, 2019. 
 

Salary       50,000 
Housing      34,000 
Full Board of Pensions     31,080 
Continuing Education for D Min program 
 For 2019     3,500 
 For 2020     7,000 
SECA       3,213 
Moving expenses     up to 4,000 
Mileage, vouchered     800 
Cell Phone      960 
Dental       443 
Book Allowance     150 
Professional expenses     347 
Sabbatical after 3 years of service 
Two weeks for service to the larger church 
Four weeks vacation 
Two weeks continuing education 

 
Approve the contract renewal between Julie Fuller and First Presbyterian Church in Bremen.  Effective 
date:  January 1, 2019.  This contract is for 20 hours per week.  

Housing      19,200 
Fidelity 403b plan     1,584 
Mileage as vouchered 
Four weeks vacation 
Two weeks continuing education 

 
Approve the Contract Call contract between Jonier Orozco and Austell Presbyterian Church.  Effective 
date:  February 1, 2019. 
 Salary       28,000 
 Housing      28,000 
 SECA allowance     4,284 
 Full Board of Pensions     20,720 
 Continuing education     1,000 
 Cell phone      840 
 Mileage      3,000 
 Other vouchered expenses    260 
 Four weeks vacation 
 Two weeks continuing education 
 
Validate the ministry of Lauren Wright Pittman (candidate of South Louisiana) to A Sanctified Art, an 
ministry of how the arts enhance worship, mission, ministry and illustrate the Word.   Date of validation:  
January 17, 2019.    
 
 


