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L.A.’s Episcopal, Roman Catholic and
Lutheran bishops reaffirm baptism
covenant on 25th anniversary

New York, Los Angeles ministries create space for Asian Americans

T

M

he Diocese of Los Angeles recently hosted a summit conference at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul for
organizers of EDLA’s The Gathering: a Space for Asian American Spirituality and EAST (Episcopal Asian
Supper Table), a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. Led by Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine
Bruce of Los Angeles (second from right) and Bishop Suffragan Allen Shin of New York (third from left), about
11 representatives, clergy and lay, from each diocese compared narratives, notes, and experiences. “We
planned the meeting around the past, present and future,” said the Rev. Yein Kim of St. Athanasius Church,
Los Angeles, who was among the organizers for the three-day conference. “People told their stories. There
were tears, there was laughter.” The group also spent some time brainstorming possibilities for building
ministry among “people who feel they don’t belong,” Kim said; both Episcopalians of Asian descent and
people outside the church who need what the Episcopal Church has to offer. Possible new outreach may
include support for Asian clergy and lay Episcopalians in dioceses that don’t have specific ministries for
Asian members. For more information about The Gathering, contact Kim at ykim@ladiocese.org or the Rev.
Peter Huang at peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

arking the Jan. 18 opening of the annual Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity, (from left) Bishop
John Harvey Taylor of the Episcopal Diocese,
Archbishop José Gomez of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and Bishop R. Guy
Erwin of the Southwest California Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America renew a
covenant on baptism and cooperative ministries
which was inaugurated 25 years ago, on Nov.
21,1993 by their three predecessors (below, left to
right), Bishop Frederick H. Borsch, Cardinal Roger
Mahony, and Bishop J. Roger Anderson during a
liturgy attended by 500 at First Congregational
Church of Los Angeles. The Jan. 18 commemoration
occurred in the St. Vibiana Chapel of L.A.’s Roman
Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, where
participating prelates renewed friendships and
informally discussed collaboration to address the
Southland’s crisis of housing affordability and
availability.
—Reported by Bob Williams

Law, morality, and a non-linear
path to civil rights are subject of
address at Jan. 20 MLK event

BOB MESSINA

aw and morality are not the same thing,”
Devon Carbado, a professor of law at
UCLA (pictured at right), told some 250 people
at the diocesan Martin Luther King Jr. Day
celebration, held on Jan. 20 at All Saints
Church, Pasadena. Furthermore, he said, “The
civil rights trajectory, the pathway to social
change, is not linear. It reflects what we might
call a reform entrenchment; a movement
forward, then a movement backward.” He
drew attention to a series of historical court
cases in which the rights of African-Americans
and other groups were either advanced or set back. His talk was preceded by readings from the words of
distinguished African Americans, including poet Maya Angelou, President Barack Obama, and Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry, interspersed with hymns and anthems by the Episcopal Chorale. Bishop Diane Jardine
Bruce and Deacon Margaret McCauley were among the planners of the event; Bishop John Harvey Taylor
also took part. For more, see the Winter 2019 issue of The Episcopal News, due out in early February.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE
— SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 —
5 p.m. Choral Evensong for Epiphany
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org
— WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 —
7:30 p.m. Screening: LA Foodways
Laemmle Fine Arts Theater
8556 Wilshire Blvd, Beverly Hills 90211
Information: talderson@ladiocese.org
Tickets: www.laemmle.com/films/45247
— FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 —
8 p.m. Cantus Vocal Ensemble: Alone Together
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades
Information: www.musicguildonline.org
— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 —
6 – 10 p.m. The Bishop’s Ball: The Oasis Ball
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
242 E. Alvarado Street, Pomona 91767
Info/Reservations: admin@stpaulspomona.org
— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 —
7:30 p.m. Central4 Piano Quartet
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90039
Information: 310.391.5522 or stbedesla.org
— FRIDAY – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 – 9 —

The Stern Lecture: The Rev. David J. Lose

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades
Info/Reservations: sternlecture@stmatthews.com
— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 —
5 p.m. Latin Vigil Mass: L.A. Schola
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046
Information: www.saintthomashollywood.org
For additional events and program details, visit
www.diocesela.org and select Calendar.
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FROM THE BISHOPS’ OFFICE

How is God made manifest
in our lives today?
By Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy

I

n the season of Epiphany, we celebrate all
the ways God is manifest in our lives. The
gospel readings for this season include the
baptism of Jesus, the wedding at Cana, and
Jesus teaching in the synagogue. All of these
readings are revelatory moments in the life of
Jesus. The incarnation of God in the person
of Jesus is being revealed to us in scripture
through this season, and it begs the question:
How is God being made manifest in our lives
today?
Living into this question is a spiritual practice. It is a way to engage what is happening around us in our world prayerfully and
openly. It is a question I asked in prayer last
weekend as I, like many of you, watched the
unfolding complexities of the encounter between three groups in Washington D.C.
Where did you see God manifest in that
incident and everything that happened afterward? For me, it came in two places. The
first was Nathan Phillips’ willingness to engage with the Covington students after the

fact. Phillips expressed
a desire to meet with
them and to develop a
Melissa McCarthy
relationship with them
that would allow the truth of each experience
to be heard by the other. This extension of an
invitation for peace, engagement, and truthtelling is a holy invitation. It builds relationship and it brings together people who had
been polarized through the situation and the
media representations following.
Finally, I found God manifest in my own
learning. A friend sent me an article, written
by the Rev. Marcia Mount Shoop, that does a
great job of putting things in perspective. She
doesn’t explain what happened but she does
help make sense of how we understood what
happened. Sound intriguing? I highly recommend it! You can find the article at marcia
mountshoop.com: look for the title “Nothing
But the Truth.”
How will God be manifest to you today?
Keep your heart open for that holy invitation.
You never know how or when it will appear. ?

ECW annual retreat, meeting planned for Feb. 23

T

he Episcopal Church Women of the
Diocese of Los Angeles (ECW-LA) will
host its annual retreat and business
meeting, themed “Time for a Refill: A Day
of Refreshment and Self Care,” on Saturday,
Feb. 23, 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in Los Angeles.
Evita Krislock, Province 8 ECW president,
will offer the keynote address on “Sacred
Listening,” based on Kay Lindahl’s popular books. Homilist at the Eucharist will be
Canon Kathy Hannigan O’Connor, wife of
Bishop John Harvey Taylor.

Intergenerational programs will include
“Self Assessment” with Nora Harris (Girls
Friendly Society); “Spiritual Refreshment”
with Kimberly Cortner (Daughters of the
King); and “Self Healing with Essential Oils”
with the Rev. JoAnn Weeks.
A buffet lunch will be served, and light refreshments provided during the event. Cost is
$35 per person or $50 per family if registered
and paid in advance; $40 per person at the
door. The Cathedral Center is located at 840
Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles. More information is at www.ecwlosangeles.org. ?

